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The Roman Hiftory. 

pofcd him under the conduct of Demofthenes, a man o'T 
great refolution and intrepidity, who, after the city was 
taken, opened himfelf a way, fword in hand, through the 
midft of the enemy, and made his efcape B . 

In the mean time the Roman troops, who had difperfed 
upon the captivity of Valerian, rallying, chofe for their leader 
Calliftus, or rather Balifta, who had been captain of the 
guards to Valerian, and was a man of great addrefs, intre- 
pidity, and experience. He immediately tranfported his 
forces in boats into Cilicia, and obliged the Perfians to 
raifethe fiege of Pompeiopolis, a maritime city of that pro- 
vince, when it was upon the point of furrendering. From 
Cilicia he flew with great celerity into Lycaonia, and made 
a dreadful havock of the Perfians, whom he found bulled 
in plundering the open places, and entirely off their guard. 
He retook all their booty and captives, made a great many 
prisoners, and, among the reft, the wives of Sapor. From 
Lycaonia he retired with his plunder, before the Perfians 
could colleft their difperfed forces ; and, embarking his 
army in the veffels and boats he had aflembled, landed fome 
of his men at Sebafte, and others at Corycus, two cities on 
the coaft of Cilicia, and in both places furprifed and cut in 
pieces above three thoufand Perfians h . Balifta was well 
feconded in his attempts by Odenatus, whofe name is fa- 
mous in the hiftory of thefe times, for the many victories 
he gained over the Perfians, and his faving the Roman em- 
pire in the Eaft. All authors agree, that he was a native 
of Palmyra, a city of Phoenicia, about one day’s journey 
from the Euphrates ; but fome writers call him a citizen 
and decurio, while others ftyle him prince of that place. 
Procopius gives him the title of prince of the Saracens, who 
dwelt in the neighbourhood of the Euphrates, and were al- 
lies of the Romans *. As Palmyra was at this time a Ro- 
man colony, Odenatus was prince, not of that city, but 
probably of the Saracens, who dwelt in that neighbour- 
hood. As he had been accuftomed, from his infancy, to 
the manly exercife of hunting, he bore with great chear- 
fulnefs and alacrity the toils of a military life. Of his 
v. ift Zenobia wc fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

Odenatus was fcarce known till the captivity of Valerian, 
when, dreading the power of the Perfian monarch, as he 
lived in amity with the Romans, he wrote a moft refpeftful 
and fubmiflive letter, protefting that he had never borne 
arms againft the Perfians \ and at the fame time fent feveral 

K Zonar. p, h Zonar. p. 382. Syncell. p. 23 c. i Pro- 

top. p. 97 . . 

camels 
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Camels loaded with rich prefents : but Sapor, provoked at Howtreat - 
the arrogance of fuch an infignificant perfon, as he expreff- e<U>j Se- 
ed himfelf, in prefuming to write to him, tore his letter, or- P or * 
dered his prefents to be thrown into the river, told his am- 
bafladors, he woufd teach their mafter the refpeft a man of 
his mean condition owed to his lord and fovereign ; that he 
woujd exterminate him, his whole family and country ; 
adding, that if he came and threw himfelf proftrate at his 
feet, with his hands tied behind his back, he might per- 
haps, by that fubmiflion, atone in fome degree for his te- 
merity and prefumption. Odenatus refenting, as became 
a man of fpirit, this vile treatment, fwore he would pur- 
fue the Perfians with Ere and fword, and either humble 
the pride of their mighty monarch, or perifh in the attempt k . 

"With this view, he immediately declared for the Romans ; 
and, joining Balifta with all his forces, bore a great, if not 
the chief fhare, in the above mentioned exploits ; for to * 

him Trebellius Pollio aferibes the taking of Sapor’s wives l . 

The Perfian, greatly aftefted by that Jofs, and apprehend- 
ing it might be attended with others (till greater (for Ode- 
natus and Balifta clofely purfued him), iefolved to retire; and gam 
and accordingly directed his march towards the Euphrates: great ad- 
but as he advanced through the province of Euphratefiana, 
at a fmall diftance from Palmyra, Odenatus, falling upon p gr j\ anSi 
his rear, made a dreadful havock, and obliged it to repafs 
the Euphrates with great confulion. Many perifhed in the 
river; and Sapor was glad to compound with the Roman 
garrifon in Edefia, which city he had never been able to re- 
duce, for the liberty of returning into his own country, 
by yielding all the Syrian money he had amafled in the plun- 
der of fo many cities m . 

After thefe victories, Odenatus aflumed the title of king Odenatus 
of Palmyra. Gallienus, to reward his eminent fervices, ap- 
pointed him commander in chief of all the Roman forces ^ p a lmy- 
in the Eaft ; which truft he difchnrged with great fidelity, ra% 
and was attended with greater fuccefs than any of the Ro- 
man generals. In the following year, when Gallienus was 
conful the fourth time with Petronius Volufianus, Odena- 
tus, not fatisfied with having driven Sapor out of the Ro- 
man dominions, entered Mefopotamia, and recovered the 
cities of Nifibis and Charrsc. From thence he advanced 
into the very heart of the Perfian dominions, extremely de- 
firous of crowning his glorious fuccefles with the deliver- 
ance of Valerian. Sapor met him at the head of a power- 

k Petr. Patr. in Excerpt, de Legat. p. 29. 1 Trig. Tyr. 

cap. 14. p. jjz. ® Petr. Patr. in Excerpt, de Legal. p< 25. 

B 3 ful 



Defeats 
S7j/pr, and 
befieges 
Ctefiphon . 


The rife of 
Macria- 


Yr. or FI. 

1 6 09. 

A. D. 1 6 1 , 


U.C. 


009. 
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ful army, when an engagement enfuing, the Perfians were 
defeated, and Sapor, with his children, obliged to fhelter 
themfelvcs within the walls of Ctefiphon, the metropolis 
of the Ferfian dominions. Thither Odenatus purfued them, 
and laid clofe fiege to the place, after having dcfolated the 
neighbouring country with fire and fword to a great diftance. 
The Perfian lords, alarmed at the danger that threatened 
their prince and nation, armed all their vaflals, and flew 
from the mod diftant parts of the kingdom to Ctefiphon. 
Many battles were fought under the walls of that metropo- 
lis, which ferved only to increafe the number of Odenatus's 
victories i many Perfians of great diftin&ion were taken 
prifoners, and fent by the emperor to Gallienus : Sapor on 
one fide, and the brave Odenatus on the other, exerted their 
utmofl efforts, the latter to deliver Valerian, and the for- 
mer to avoid the like misfortune, which now threatened 
him n . But here Trebellius Pollio, after having raifed our 
expectation, drops at once both Odenatus and the fiege of 
Ctefiphon; and giving himfelf no farther trouble about ei- 
ther, leaves us entirely in the dark, as to the iffue of fo 
glorious and important an undertaking. The reader may 
thence judge of his abilities as an hiftorian. All we cer- 
tainly know is, that Sapor was not taken, nor Valerian re- 
feued from his cruel bondage. Some writers feem to infi- 
nuate, that the revolt of Macrianus, which, according to 
jmpft hiftorians, happened this year, obliged Odenatus to 
raife the fiege of Ctefiphon- 

Macrianus was of a mean defeent ; but bad, by his cou- 
ngeand experience, raifed himfelf from the low ftation of 
a common foldier to the higheft pelts in the army. He 
was exceeding rich, and had married a lady of great dif- 
tinction, by whom he had two fons, Macrianus and Quie- 
tus, who had been elevated to the rank of tribunes byVa- 
Jenan, and were efteemed two of the belt officers of the 
whoJearrny" Ihe father is ftylerl, by Dionyfius of Alex- 

rnn i a ’t h f- Ch,L ’ f C t f t le 1 Egyptl, ' ln p ; whence we 

difted 1 n t h‘ n V°d ha r E bee " -\ n E K7P tian . =md greatly ad- 
enemv tn th CM, wi°- rn,l S lc - Macrianus was an implacable 

reco^cileable h Ch f r ^ ,anS ’u and inf P‘ rcd Valerian with an ir- 
perff cutinn ^ * w ^ c h occaGoned the eighth 

aft r the C r f alread y m ^tioned. About a year 

his fon- a ?/\ Y ,° thcun * la PPy emperor, he revolted from 
acknowle 1 ’ iav|n K famed over Balilta, was by his means 

acknowleged emperor by molt of the troops, whp had ferved 
r Euleb. 4d!ku. Zl P ‘ 6511 


Trig. Tyran. cap. 13. 

uijder 
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under Valerian, but defpifed Gallienus. He immediately 
took his two Tons for his partners in the empire, and ap- 
pointed Balifta his captain of the guards (A). 

Macrinus no fooner beheld himfelf inverted with the fo- 
vercignty, than he marched with all the forces he could af- 
femble into the Eaft, fays Pollio, that is, as we conjefture, 
from Egypt into Syria. He engaged and defeated the Per- 
fians feveral times j but regarded P. Valerius Valens as a 
far more formidable en,emy. Valens had been fent by Gal- 
lienus into Achaia, or Greece, with the title of proconful ; 
but hearing that Macrianus had been proclaimed emperor, 
he aflumed the fame title. Macrianus immediately de- 
tached Pifo, with a competent force, to fupprefs this new 
ufurper. But Pifo, finding him upon his guard, retired 
into Theflaly, and aflumed the title of emperor, with the 
furname of Theflalicus, as appears from his medals^. But 
he did not long enjoy that empty and dangerous title, being 
foon after murdered by fome foldiers employed by Valens 

q Birag. p. 388. 
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(A) Trebellius Pollio does 
not inform us in what country 
Macrianus was created emperor, 
nor where, or how long, he 
reigned ; and as to the other 
hiftorians, Zonaras is the only 
one among them that takes any 
notice at all ofhim. That writer 
relates, that the inhabitants of 
Alia received him with extra- 
ordinary marks of joy (1). Dio- 
nylius of Alexandria gives us 
room to think, that he was ac- 
knowleged in Egypt ; and that 
his and his foil’s reign ended 
before the ninth year of Gal- 
lienus (2). During his ufurpa- 
tion happened, in all likelihood, 
at Alexandria, the difturbances 
defcribed by that writer, who 
was bifhop of the place. Fury 
and difcord, fays he, raged to 
luch a degree, that it was more 
eafy to pafs from the Eaft to 
the remoreft provinces of the 
Weft, than from one place of 
Alexandria to another ; the in- 

(0 Zonar. p. 236, 


habitants had no intercourfe but 
by letters, which, with great 
difficulty, were conveyed from 
one friend to another: it wag 
more dangerous to crofs the 
ftreet than the moil tempeftu- 
ous feas, the moft dry and in- 
hofpitable deferts : the port re- 
fembled the ffiore of the Red 
Sea ftrewn with the carcafes of 
the drowned Egyptians ; the fea 
was dyed with blood, and the 
Nile choaked up with dead bo- 
dies. The war was attended 
with a general famine, and the 
famine by a dreadful plague, 
which daily fwept oft' great 
numbers of people, infomuch 
tfiat there were then in Alex- 
andria fewer inhabitants from 
the age of fourteen to that of 
eighty, than there ufed to be 
from forty to feventy. Of fuch 
perfons a regifter, it feems, was 
kept ; and a certain quantity of 
com diftributed among them. 

(2) Eufeb. Ub. vii. cap. 23. 
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for that purpcfe. Valens himfcU was Ham a few days after 
by his own troops; and his death as well as that of his 
rival, was known" at Rome before the twenty-fifth of June 
Pifo who was defcentled from one of the molt anc.ent 
and illuftrious families of Rome, was umverfally lamented 
„„ account of the merits of his anceftors, as well as his 
own He had been highly efteemed by the emperors, ami 
even bv Valens himfelf, who, upon hearing the news of his 
•death “ What account (faid he), fhall I give to the gods, 
the infernal judges, of the death of Pifo ? The Roman 
empire has not a perfon equal to Pifo.” Upon the news of 
his death, it was moved in the fenate, that divine honours 
might be decreed him, as to a lawful prince ; and fome 
writers aflert, that he was actually ranked among the gods 
with this remarkable eulogium, that there never was a 
better man, nor a man of more firmnefs and conftancy. 
However that be, he was decreed a (latuc, with a triumphal 


chariot 3 . 

Jureolur About the time that Macrianus ufurpcd the empire in 
modem- Manius Acilius Aureolus was compelled by the 

per or in II- arm ^ w i-,j c h h e commanded in Illyricum, to take upon 
^ * him the fovereignty j for the foldiers of every province ab- 

horred Gullienus, and would only obey emperors elefted 
by themfelves. Aureolus marched from Illyricum into 
Italy, and made himfelf mailer of Milan. Gallienus, 
after various unfuccefsful attempts to fupprefs him by force, 
was at length obliged to come to an accommodation, and 
accept of his alMance againft Pofthumius, as we fhall re- 
late hereafter. He was, according to Zonaras, a native of 
Dacia, of a mean defeent, and in his youth a fhepherd ; but 
lifting himfelf afterwards in the army, he was foon raifed 
from the rank of a common foldier to the command of a 
body of horfe. He diftinguilhed himfelf in a very eminent 
manner under Gallienus, in the battle againft Ingenuus for 
E j lh) T* j f onle aat h°rs aferibe the whole glory of that viftory to him h 
Ky^hc^cy- ^his year, 1 > the LScythians burfting again into Bithynia, 
thians. hud wiifte the whole country a fecond time, levelled with the 
ground feveral cities, plundered Nicomedia, and returned 
unmolefted into their own country with a valuable booty, 
and many captives 11 . At the fame time, that no part of the 
be exempt from fome fignal calamity, the 
lfland of Sicily, lefs expofed than other epuntries to the ra- 
vages of the Barbarians, was miferably harafled by a band 
of robbers, who, roving up and down, committed dreadful 


r Trig. Tyrann. 
p. 194- 1 Zonar. 


P- 194. 
P- 


195. s Trig. Tyr. Vit. cap. 10, 

u Gall, Vil, p. 177. 
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devaftations, and kindled a kind of fervile war, which was 
not fuppreffed without much difficulty and bloodfhed. 

Gallienus being conful the fifth time with Fauftianus, 
the empire was in many places af^lidled by other calamities 
befides the wars and commotions we have related. The 
fun was overcafl with thick clouds, and a great darknefs 
continued for feveral days together, attended with a violent 
earthquake and dreadful claps of thunder, not in the air 
but in the bowels of the earth, which opened in many 
places, and fwallowed up great numbers of people, with 
their habitations. The fea, overflowing its boundaries, 
broke in upon the continent, and drowned whole cities. 
The plague raged with great violence in Greece, Egypt, and 
efpecially at Rome, where it fwept off, for fome time, five 
thoufand perfons a day. The books of the Sibyls were con- 
fulted, public proeefTions ordained, and facrifices offered 
to Jupiter the author of health; but all to no purpofe ; and 
to their other calamities were added the incurfions of the 
Goths into Greece, and of the Scythians into Afia. The 
former, having made therhfelves matters of Thrace, Pil- 
laged all Macedon, and laid fiege to Theffalonica, the ca- 
pital of that province, a fiege which threw all Greece into 
the utmoft confternation : troops were difpatched to guard 
the ftreights of Thermopylae, fo famous in hiftory ; the 
Athenians rebuilt their walls, which had lain in ruins ever 
fince the time of Sylla ; the inhabitants of Peloponnefus 
(hut up the ifthmus from fea to fea ; new levies were made, 
and the troops quartered in that province drawn together : 
in the meantime Macrianus, arriving in Greece on his march 
into Italy, attacked the Barbarians while they were attempt- 
ing to enter Achaia, defeated them, and obliged them to 
retire into their own country, whither they carried, how- 
ever, great part of their booty w . At the fame time the 
Scythians croffing the Hellefpont, under the condutt of 
Rafpa, committed dreadful ravages in Afia, burnt feveral 
cities, and plundered the celebrated temple of Diana at 
Ephefus, fo much refpedled by the pagans, and fo famous 
for its rich ornaments, and immenfe wealth x . In this ir- 
ruption they ruined the city of Chalcedon ; deftroyed the 
poor remains of ancient Troy, and the famous Ilium ; 
then repatting the Hellefpont, they laid watte all Thrace, 
and retired to their own country with an immenfe booty. 

Macrianus, having fettled the affairs of Syria, left his 
younger fon Quietus, with Balitta, to guard that province 
againft the Perfians; and fet out for Italy, with his eldeft 


w Gall, Vit, p. 177, l 7*« 
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fon Macmnus, at the head of forty-five thoufand men, to 
try his fortune againft Aureolus in Illyricum, and Gal- 
lienus at Rome. He was oppofed by the forces of the 
former, either in Illyricum, or on the borders of Thrace 
a battle enfued, in which Macrianus and his fon being 
killed, their whole army fubmitted to Aureolus, and were in- 
corporated with his troops 7 . The news of their defeat and 
death were no fooner heard in the Eaft than moft cities revolt- 
ed from Quietus, who {hut himfelf up with Balifta in Emefa, 
whither Aureolus, to complete his viiTtory, fent ruffians 
to difpatch him. But before their arrival, Odenatus had 
invefled the place ; a circumftance which fo terrified the in- 
habitants and the garrifon, that they killed Quietus, threw 
his head over the walls, and then fubmitted. Macrianus 
and his children being thus cut off, Gallicnus was acknow- 
legcd in Egypt and Syria; for Odenatus, though mafter of 
ulmoft all the Eaftern provinces, added, or at lead pre- 
tended to aft, in his name. He had no fooner withdrawn 
his troops from Emefa, than Balifta, whom he had fpared 
on account of his advifing the inhabitants to murder Quie- 
tus, adorned the title of emperor, and put fuch numbers of 
the citizens to the fworcl, for refufing to arknowltge him, 
that the unhappy city was almoft depopulated. 

About the fame time Amilianus, llyled on the ancient 
medals Tiberius Ccllius Alexander A^milianus z , comman- 
der of the legions in Egypt affumed the title of emperor, 
hoping, by thus openly revolting from Gallienus, who was 
no lefs abhorred in Egypt than in the other provinces, to 
appeafe flu* populace of Alexandria, who had rifen upon a 
very trilling occafion, and mvefted the houfe where Aimi- 
Jiaiius refilled, threatening him with prefent death. He no 
former proclaimed himfelf emperor, in oppofition to Gal- 
lienus, than the rage of the incenfed multitude abated, and 
the whole city of Alexandria, with loud acclamations, ac- 
know ieged him for their fovereign. He immediately feized 
all the corn in the public granaries, and by that meafure 
occasioned a famine in feveral provinces. He vifited in 
perfon the moft diflan t parts of Egypt, redrafted many 
grievances, rcpulfed with great vigour the neighbouring 
Barbarians, anil was preparing for an expedition into India, 
w ren the troops detached againft him by Gallienus arrived 
in £>yr^ j as we fhall relate hereafter, This year Gal- 
licnus, agreeing with Aureolis, marched into Gaul with 
um and Claudius, who fucceeded him in the empire, to 


rZrjnar. p 136, 
7 Ciolnz p. t ] 5. 


Tiig. Tyran. cap, 10. 
a J 1 Tyr. cap* z 1 . 
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depofe Pofthumius, who had reigned three years undiftyrb* 
ed. As Pofthumius was greatly beloved, and vigorouQy 
fupported by the Gauls, the war laftcd fome years. G?th 
lienus was defeated in the firft general engagement pf thi§j 
year, and Pofthumius in the fecond, after having loft the 
flower of his troops. But Aureolus, who was ordered tp 
purfue, having fuffered him to efcape, when he might hare 
eafily taken him, he levied new forces, and renewed th^ 
war with frefli vigour b . 

Gallienus, however, quitting Gaul, returned to Rpnjp, 
and from thence haftened into the Eaft, where he wreaked 
his rage on the city of Byzantium ; but upon what provo- 
cation Trebcllius Pollio, who deferibes the miferable con- 
dition to which that place was reduced, has not thought 
proper to explain. All we know is, that Galjienus, as fooi> 
as he appeared before it, defpaired of ever being able to 
reduce it ; but being neverthelefs admitted, the day after 
his arrival, within the gates, upon terms, without any re- 
gard to the agreement, he caufed the garrifon and all the 
inhabitants to be butchered. Not one perfon, fays Tre- 
bellius Pollio, was left alive in the place. From Byzantium 
Gallienus returned to Rome, where he celebrated the tenth 
year of his reign with extraordinary pomp, and a kind of 
triumph, in which were dragged in chains mock-captives, 
drefled like Goths, Sarmatians, Franks, and Perfians. Dur- 
ing this fpe£tacle, fome perlons of humour, mixing with 
thofe who perfonated the Perfians, viewed with great at- 
tention their faces, examined their drefs, and feemed to be- 
tray great furprize. Being at laft afked what they wanted, 
11 We are looking (faid they), for the emperor’s father;” 
which fo incenfed Gallienus, that he commanded them im- 
mediately to be burnt alive. 

This year a new tyrant ftarted up, named P. Sempronius 
Saturninus. He was a man of great abilities, and renowned 
for his victories over the Barbarians. Hiftory does not in- 
form us where, or how long, he reigned ; but only tells 
us, that he performed great things while he was emperor, 
^nd was, on account of his feverity, cut off by the fame 
foldiers who had raifed him to the empire. When he was 
firft proclaimed emperor by the troops under his command, 
he told them, that they had loft a good captain, and 
made a bad prmce c . Towards the end of the year, Theo- 
dotus, a native of Egypt, difpatched by Gallienus againft 
iEmilianus, who reigned in that country, defeated him in 

b Gall. Vjt. p. i 7 8r Zon, p. z 36. 
cap. 2 z, p. jg6. 
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a pitched battle, took him prifoner, and Cent him to Rome, 
where he was, by the emperor’s order, ftrangled in prifon, 
according to the ancient cuftom of putting captive princes 
to death. The emperor, to reward Theodotus, defigned 
to make Egypt a proconfular province, and honour him 
with the government of that province ; but was diverted 
from it by the priefts alleging a prediction, which had pre- 
vailed even in Cicero’s time, importing, that Egypt would 
recover its ancient liberty, when the fafces appeared there ; 
the fafces being carried, as is well known, before the pro- 
confuls. At this time happened, as we conjecture, the 
fiege of Bruchium, defcribed by Eufebius ; -^Emilianus 
himfelf, or his partifans, having probably taken ihelter in 
that city after the battle (B). This year the Scythians made 
another irruption into Alia; but were with great (laughter 
driven back into their own country by the Roman forces 
quartered in that province d . 

1 he next confuls were Gallienus, the fixth time, and Su- 
turninus. I his year Gallienus, by the advice of his bro- 
ther Valerian, and his kin (man Lucillus, to reward the 
brave Odcnatus for the many victories he had gained over 
the Perfians, took him for his partner in the empire, ho- 
noured him with the titles of Cnefar, Augultus, and em- 
peror, and all the enfigns ol fovereignty, and caufed money 
to be coined with his name, on which he was reprefented 
leaning the Perfians captive. The thle of Augufta was 
given to his wife, and that of Crefar to his children c . This 
action of Gallienus was highly applauded by the fenate, by 
t ie people of Home, and the whole empire ; for to his va~ 
iour was entirely owing the prefervation of the Eallern pro- 
vmces, over-run and miferably harafled by the Perfians. 

had feized [ vme P rovi »ces in the Eaft on the 
ath of Macrianus and his children, was at laft killed, ac- 


d Gall.Vit. p . !7 j. 

(E) Bruchium, or as Eufe- 
bius ftyles it, Pyruchium, was 
a quarter of the city of Alexan- 
d , rla " ear the on the fide of 
the 1 haros, and was confidered 
as the citadel of that metropolis. 
There ltood the royal palace, 
*he place where the Egyptian 
ienate or council met, the pub- 
lic granaries, the muleum, and 
the celebrated library of the 


Ibid, p, 


179* Goltz, p.115. 


Egyptian kings, containing once 
feven hundred thoufand vo- 
lumes, of which four hundred 
thoufand were burnt in Julius 
Csfar’s time. The Roman 
army, under the command of 
Theodotus, having taken the 
reft of the city, laid fiege to 
this quarter, and reduced it by 
famine (1), * 


(1) Eufeb. lib. vii. cap. 31, p. lB5 _ 


cording 
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carding to the moll probable opinion, by a foldier fent by 
Odenatus for that purpofe f . Gallienus, in the fpring of 
this year, left Rome, and marched a fecond time in perfon 
againft Pofthumius, who dill reigned iii Gaul. At his ap- 
proach, Pofthumius withdrew into a ftrong place, which 
the emperor immediately inverted ; but foon after raifed the 
fiege, having received a wound in the back with an arrow, 
while he was viewing the walls. However, Pofthumius 
(till maintained himfelf in pofleftion of great part of 
that country ; and this year, being hard prefled by Gal- 
lienus, he chofe for his colleague M. Aurelius Piauvonius 
Viftorinus, as he is ftyled on the ancient coins, of whom 
we read the following character in Julius Aterianus, a wri- 
ter of thofe times : IC No one (in our opinion), ought to 
be preferred to Vitforinus, who reigned fome time in Gaul : 
he equalled Trajan in bravery, Antoninus in clemency, 
Nerva in gravity, Vefpafian in managing the public money, 
and Pertinax and Severus in his care of the military difei- 
p 1 i e : but his unbridled luft obfeured all his good qualities, 
and cart fuch a blemifli upon his reputation, that no one 
dares to record the virtues of a man, whom all own to have 
deferved the fate which in the end overtook him.” Of 
this event we fhall fpeak in its proper place. 

Next year Valerian, the emperor’s brother, and Lucillus, 
his kinfman, being confuls, the Ifaurians revolting in Afia 
Minor, chofe C. Annius Trebellianus for their leader, who 
took upon him the title of Auguftus, caufed money to be 
coined with his name, and reigned fome time in Ifauria 
and Cilicia ; but was in the end drawn by Caufifoleus, the 
brother of Theodoras, from among the rocks and moun- 
tains, where he had taken refuge, into a plain, and defeated 
and killed. The Ifauiians ranked him after his death among 
the gods \ and refuting to fubmit to Gallienus, whofe 
cruelty they dreaded, maintained themfelves a free people 
in the very heart of the Roman empire, at leart till the time 
of the emperor Conrtantine. While Gaul, Pontus, Thrace, 
and Illyricum, were held either by a domeftic or foreign 
enemy, Africa too had its tyrant ; namely, T. Cornelius 
Celfus, raifed by Vibius Paflienus, proconful of Africa, 
and Fabius Pomponianus, who commanded on the fron- 
tiers of Libya. He was but a tribune, and led at that time 
a retired life in the country. GaJliena, a lady nearly re- 
lated to the emperor, bore a great fhare in this revolt. Celfus 
was a man of great integrity, and worthy of the rank to 

f Trig. Tyrann. Vitek cap- 17. p- 193* 
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vffiich he was fclfcvated ; but he held it a fliort titne, being 
killed the feveilth day after his elettion. The inhabitants 
of Sicca, who had continued faithful to Gallienus, threw 
his body to thedogs, and crucified him in effigy h . Among 
the other misfortunes of this unhappy reign, we may num- 
ber the lofs of all the conquefts of Trajan, that is, of the 
whole province of Dacia, feized by the Goths, and other 
northern nations ; and the dreadful ravages committed by 
the Franks in Spaiiv 

Gallienus being conful the feventh time, with Sabinillus, 
the brave Odenatus, entering the Pcrfian territories, ra- 
vaged them with fire and fword, overcame Sapor in feveral 
battl es, befieged a fecond time, and, according to Syncel- 
lus, made himfelf mailer of Ctefiphon. But in the mean 
time the Goths, entering Afia by the Euxine fea, over-ran 
Lydia, Bithynia, Phrygia, Troas, Cappadocia, and Galatia, 
laying waile the country, plundering the towns, and carry- 
ing off an immenfe booty, with an incredible number of 
captives Next year Odenatus leaving Ctefiphon, flew to 
the relief of Afia ; but the Goths not daring to wait his 
arrival, reimbarked at Heraclea in Pontus, and returned 
home, loaded with booty. Many of them, however, were 
drowned, being overtaken in the Euxine fea by the Roman 
16,/ ' flcet \ A11 authors agree, that Odenatus was killed about 
A. D. t.66. . s t * me > but differ both as to the place and manner of 

U.C. ioi 4l hls death ( C )- He left behind him three fons by Zenobia, 

Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vabalath, or as he ftyled on 

He.j mu, ■- fome medals, Hermias Vhaballat k . As they were very 
‘ y (,lln g at tlle 'ime of their father’s death, Zenobia governed 
in their name with the title of Queen of the Eaft. She 

* Bi2iV5” nn ' cap ' p ' ,5B ’ 1 Ga,L Vit - p- 


(C) According to Syncellus, 
he was killed at Heraclea (i) ; 
according to Zofiimis, at Eme- 
fa (z). Trebellius Pollio writes, 
that he was murdered by one 
Maeonius, his coufin, who was 
proclaimed emperor, but foon 
afrer put to death. Syncellus 
aferibes his death to another 
Odenatus, who was himfelf 
aiurdered by the guards ( 3 ). 


Some writers fuppofe Zenobia 
herfelt to have privately encou- 
raged the conspirators, being 
provoked againlt her huiband 
for preferring his eldefl fon He- 
rod, by a former wife, to the 
children he had by her (4). It 
is certain that Herod was killed 
with his father, who, according 
to fome writers, had (hared his 
dominions with him. 


(.) Sjrncell p CO Zofi p. 651. Trig. Tyrr. cap. , 4f 

; 6 I9 , (j) ^ nrelL P' M Trig. Tyrann. Jp. £ 


arrayed 
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arrayed them with purple robes, and other enfigns of the 
fmperial dignity ; and in that attire prefented them, after 
the death of their father, to the armies, and the alfemblies 
of the people *. It is uncertain whether or not they were 
murdered by Aurelian. From their medals it appears, that 
Hereiinianus reigned at leaft two years, Timolaus three, 
and Vhaballat feven. Zenobia did not tread in the foot- 
fteps of her hufband, and keep up a good underftanding 
with Gallienus j for we find that Heraclianus, whom the 
emperor, upon the news of the death of Odenatus, had 
fent into the Eaft to make war upon the Perfians, was this 
very year defeated by Zenobia, and obliged to retreat to 
Rome. 

Towards the end of the year L. Aillianus alTiimed the 
title of emperor at Mentz ; but was foon depofed by Poft- 
humius, who reduced the rebellious city, but would not 
give it up to be plundered by his foldiers; who for this 
reafon mutinied, and, tranfported with rage, murdered their 
brave leader, with young Pofthumius, his (on. Trebellius 
Pollio afcribes his death to Lollianus, who had revolted, 
and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. Lollianus, 
ftyled on the ancient coins Spurius Servilius Lollianus m , 
was meanly born ; but had raifed himfelf in the army by his 
gallant conduft. He reigned in that part of Gaul which 
bordered on the Rhine, while Victorinus, whom Pofthu- 
mius had taken for his partner, held the reft. But he did 
not long enjoy the fovereignty, being murdered by his own 
fuldiers, inftigated by Vifturinus, who, upon his death, 
became foie matter of all Gaul -, but was foon after mortally 
wounded at Cologne, by a perfon whofe wife he had de- 
bauched. Before he died, he named his fon L. Aurelius 
Vidtorinus his fuccefibr, though then an infant. But the 
Gauls, defpifing the government of a child, murdered him, 
and elected in bis room, M. Aurelius Marius, originally 
an armourer, a man of great valour, and extraordinary 
ftrength. He was killed the third day of his reign by a 
foldier, who bad formerly worked under him. The aftaftin 
ran him through with his fword, telling him, that it was of 
his own making n . Upon his death, the troops in Gaul 
proclaimed P. Pivefus or Pefuvius Tetricus emperor. He 
was a Roman fenator, had been conful, and was at this 
lime governor of Aquitaine. He was acknowleged in Spain 
■and Britain, as well as in Gaul, and held thofe provinces 
with the title of emperor till the fourth year of Aurelian’s 

1 Trig. Tyran. cap. 26. p. 191. in Goltz, p, 117. " Trig. 

Tyrann. cap, 7. p, 187. 
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reign* when he was taken and led in triumph by that prince* 
as we (hall relate hereafter. He immediately conferred the 
title of C<cfar upon his fon C. Pacuvius Pivefus Tetricus, 
who was then but an infant. All thefe ufurpers in Gaul, 
namely Podhumius, Lollianus, Viftorinus, Marius, and 
Tetricus, were fupported by Vidtorina, or Viftoria, the 
mother of Vidlorinus, who had a great intered in Gaul, 
and bore an irreconcileable hatred to Gallienus. She was 
honoured, probably by her fon Vidlorinus, with the titles 
of Augufta, and the Mother of the Armies. As (he was 
a woman of mafculine courage, and po defied of immenfe 
wealth, which fhe liberally didributed among the foldiers, 
fhe gave the empire of Gaul to whom (he pleafed, and bore 
under all the ufurpers, who were but her creatures, an ab- 
folute dominion. She died during the ufurpation of Te- 
tricus; but whether a natural or a violent death, is uncer- 
tain ; for fome writers feem to infinuate, that fhe was 
privately difpatched by bis orders 

Iu the courfe of the fame year the Scythians, or the 
Goths, ravaged the provinces of Alia, Bithynia, Pontus, 
and Cappadocia, and thence carried off an immenfe booty; 
while the Heruli, palling from the Palus Mseotis into the 
Euxine fea with five hundred vefiels, landed at Byzantium, 
and Chryfopolis, now Scutari, under the conduit of Nau- 
lobat. At the latter place they were attacked and defeat- 
ed by Venerianus, who was himfelf killed in the engage- 
ment. Notwithftanding their defeat, indead of returning 
to their own country, they eroded the Bofporus ; and, 
(leering their courfe towards Cyzicus, furprifed and plun- 
dered that great and wealthy city, with part of Afia, and the 
i Hands of Lemnos and Scyros in the Archipelago. Then 
they failed towards Greece; befieged and burnt Athens, 
Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, and laid wade all Achaia ; 
but were at length attacked and defeated with great (laugh- 
ter by the Athenians, under the conduct of Dexippus the 
hidorian. However, in their retreat, they committed 
dreadful devadations in Boeotia, Acarnania, Epirus, and 
Thrace p Gallienus, who was jud then returned from 
Gaul, where he had been making war upon Lollianus, 
leaving Aureolus aL Milan, hadened into Illyricum ; and, 
coming unexpectedly upon the Barbarians, gave them a 
tota overthrow. Naulobat, their leader, was obliged to 
iubmit to the emperor's mercy, who treated him with great 
umanity ; and, to gain the affeftions of the Barbarians, 

p. iS zIfp an 6 JI ? P - 3 °' P ' 10 °- p Gal1 ' Vit. p. >»♦. Syneell. 
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even honoured him either with the confullhip, or the con- 
fular ornaments. Aurelius Viftor, Eutropius, St. jerom* 

Orofius, and Trebellius Pollio, fpeak of a great viftory 
gained by Gallienus in Illyricum over the Goths, meaning 7 
no doubt, the Heruli; for all the northern nations are, by 
fome writers, ftyled Goths, by others Scythians. After 
this viftory, Gallienus, leaving Marcianus in Illyricum 
vigoroufly purfued the war with the Heruli ; a talk whidh 
he performed with no lefs courage than fuccefs, cutting 
off great numbers of them, and obliging the reft to refign 
their booty, and abandon the Roman dominions i. ^ 

The revolt of Aureolus obliged Gallienus to return to 
Italy ; for Aureolus, not fatisfied with the power which 
he already enjoyed, took advantage of the other’s abfence, 
to march with all the troops under his command towards 
Rome, with a defign to depofe Gallienus, and caufe him- 
felf to be acknowleged foie emperor. Gallienus, hearing War be- 
of his march, and fufpefling his defign, left Illyricum, ,,wein Au- 
and, reaching Italy in a few days, came up with hjm de- reolus and 
feated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to Ihelter 
himfelf within the walls of Milan ; which city Gallienus 
immediately in veiled '. All authors agree, that Gallienus Yr. of PI. 
was killed during this liege ; but differ both as to the man- 1616. 
ner and authors of his death. The moll probable opinion A - D * 6B - 
is, that Marcianus, who had returned from lllvricum. He- U,C,,OI< ’- 
rachanus, and Cecrops, a native of Mauritania, and com- Ca//l> _ a 
mander of the Dalmatian cavalry, no longer able to bear murdered ; 
his tyrannical government, confpired again!! him, and, 
alarming the camp in the dead of night, as if Aureolus were 
lallying out with all Ins forces, killed him in the dark, with 
his foil Gallienus, and his two biothers, Valerian and Eg- 
natius. The foldiers, hearing the emperor was dead, and 
lufpedting he had been murdered, began to mutiny; but 
Marcianus diftributing large fums among them, the com- 
motion was appeafed, and the whole army declared Gallie- 
nus a tyrant, and took the ufiial oaths to Claudius, whom 
the confpirators propofed to the foldiers, as the. belt quali- 
fied man in the whole empire, to fultain the name and 
dignity of a Roman emperor. Such was the end of Gallie- 
nus, m the thirty-fifth year of his age, according to the 
molt probable opinion, after he had reigned fifteen years, 
fcven before, and eight after, the captivity of his father 
Valerian. 

i . ^1?? fenate declared bii^i a public enemy, ordered moft of 
is friends, mini/tersj 4nd refatipjis, to be thrown down 


i Claud. Vit, p.zoS, 

Vol. XIV. 


r Gall. Vit. p, iBx. 
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and mofl of from the Tarpeian rock, and erafed his name from all pub- 
m4fr"nd, lic in . fcri P tions - He was one of the mod wicked princes 
condemned mentioned in hiltory, and is faid to have equalled Nero in 
t/ihefi- cruelty, and Heliogabalus in lewdnefs. He palled his 
nan. whole time in the company of the fnoft infamous profti- 
tutes in Rome, and, laying afide all care and thought of the 
public, fuffered the Roman dominions to be over-run by the 
Barbarians, and the empire to be rent in pieces by the many 
ufurpers who flatted up in his time. He exerted his cruelty 
chiefly againft the foldiers, of whom he is faid to have 
fometimes ordered three or four thoufand to be malTacred 
in one day. He excluded all fenators from military em- 
ployments, and would not even fuffer any of that body to 
appear in the camp, or among the foldiers. Notwithftand- 
tng all his vices, he was a great encourager of learning be- 
ing himfelf well verfed in all the branches of polite litera- 
ture, efpecially ,n oratory and poetry. His hiftorian tells 
us, that, on the marriage of his brother’s fon, he made an 
extemporary epnhalamium, which far excelled thofe that 

Gallienu, th^beft 1 Greek 1 time ’ after man y days Rudy, by 

gtnerally , . ,. k and Latin P oets th en in Rome s . After his 

abhorred, ^h, C hiudius cauled him, though univerfally abhorred 
bu.de, fed. both by the fen ate and people, to be deified with the ufual 
ceremonies. His body was, in all likelihood, conveyed by 
P?" d ,u s’s order ,° Rome ; for Ammianus Mar Sinus 

*■**-".* ui “IS 


Galhenus 


‘ Gall. Vit. p. l8o . , Ammian. p. +7 ,. 

■hi(!o D rJonKiWGrfir hB I'’ 110 Wr ° te the billory of G.t 
( - ) 1 and .hLu'aUwe Wv'of gT ” ™ ^ 

him. Cwleftinus, a „d Mao /*, m l tVVent - v - fcvc ' 1 

mus Aftyanax, quoted bv fnmp b ks 1 rebelll us Pollio 

of the Auguft’ir q e waters Tre Z°Z* “ (nm 

equally unknown. The'v all . n f nus » 7 H,cb to the credit 
floumhed under Galiienus • for Li le P Lltat,Dn of Viftorinus, 

*7. ** f K «£ & y. 4 ' . »• 

ot his reign as of things hao mi ^ ^ be ^ ame writer 
peuing i n their time ( 2 ) S V 0 P r n a ' lnt !' er palTage out of 
fjus ranks them among the La the H* Antipater, who wrote 
r .' n hithirians (,). SuTdasmen thc . of Aureolus, and 

•inns one EptiL TcZZ ffi ^ “( the ° tb - ty’rants. 

*» Under Galhenus flourifhed like- 


ol the Augulline writers, are 
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his reign as of things hap- 
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,,nnb 0,1 e Rphorus of Cum a; 
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As foon as the tumult, occafioned by the death of Gal- 
lienus, was appeafed, the foldiers, with loud acclamations, 
proclaimed Claudius emperor. Intelligence of what had 
happened at Milan reaching Rome on the twenty-fourth of 
March, the fenate immediately aflembled ; and the letter 
which Claudius wrote to them being publicly read, they 
unanimoufly confirmed the election of the army, proclaim- 
ed Claudius emperor, and heaped Upon him all the honours 
which had ever been conferred upon any prince, repeating 
forty times, that they had always vvifhed to have Clau- 
dius, or fuch a perfon as Claudius, for emperor u . He was 
a native oflllyricum, born, according to fome, in Dardn- 
nia, according to others in Dalmatia. Trebellius Pollio 
owns that he knows but very little of his father and ancef- 
tors, though, after his acceflion to the empire, fome flat- 
tering genealogifts pretended to derive his pedigree from 
Dardanus and the Trojans. On moft medals he is ftyled 
M. Aurelius Claudius w . He had no children, but two 
brothers, Quintillus, who fucceeded him, and Crifpus* 
the father of Claudia, who married Eutropius, and had by 
him Conltantius, the father of Conftantine the Great. The 
name of Conftantine was, itfeems, peculiar to the family 
of Claudius ; for one of his filters was called Conftantinn, 
a name hitherto unknown in hiftory. The prefent empe- 
ror is, by all writers, even by Zozimus, an avowed enemy 
to Conftantine, extolled as one of the beft princes that 
ever governed the empire. He was highly efteemed by the 
emperor Valerian, who firft gave him the command of the 
fifth legion, and afterwards, at the requeft of the fenate, ap- 
pointed him generalofall the troops in Illyricum, which com- 
prehended Thrace, Muefia, Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Dacia* 
Thefame emperor defigned to raifehim to the cDnfulfhip,and 
the command of the praetorian guards. Gallienus flood in 
great awe of him ; and, being informed that Claudius dis- 
approved of his conduct, he did all that lay in his power* 
to attach him to his intereft, fent him rich prefents, and 
wrote toVenuftus, his particular friend, charging him, by 
all means, to gain Claudius, and remove all jealoufies and 
fufpicions from his mind. In his letter he ftyled Claudius 
his friend and kinfman. Claudius attended him in his 

* Claud. Vit. p. 203, zo6, w Goltz. p. 117. Birag, p. 402. 

wife Lupercus of Berytus, ace- pieces, and was, in many things^ 
lebrated grammarian, who preferred to Herodian (6). 
compofed feveral grammatical 

(6) Suid. p. 58. VofT. Hilt. Grsec. lib. ii* cap. 16. p. 240. 
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wars againft Pofthumius in Gaul, and the Heruli in IlJyri- 
cum j and was ordered by him, after the revolt of Aureo- 
lus, to defend the city of Ticinum or Pavia: but in the 
mean time, Gallienus being killed, he was, though accord- 
ing to feme writers, not privy to the confpiracy, proclaim- 
ed emperor x . 

Aureolus His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than 
defeated he attacked Aureolus, who was encamped at a fmall dik- 
ani killed. tance f rom Milan, defeated the troops under his command, 
and took the ufurper himfelf prifoner. He defigned to 
grant him his life ; but the foldiers killed him without his 
urdcr. Alter the death of Aureolus, the troops that had 
fervcd under him acknowleged Claudius, who immediately 
led them and the reft of his army againfl the Germans, who 
had broken into Italy, and were advanced as far as the 
Ihe Ger- Lake Bcnacus, now Lago di Garda, near Verona. There 
mans de- the emperor defeated them in a pitched battle, cut incre- 

^Claudius d * ble num ' 3ers °f them in pieces, obliged thofe, who out- 
lived the general (laughter, to fave tliemfelves by a preci- 
pitate flight into their own country, and returning to Rome, 
where he was received with the greateft denionftrations of 
joy, parted the remaining part of the year in fettling the af- 
fairs of ftate; with great prudence and juftice redrefling 
all grievances, and fuppreflmg the many abufes and difor- 
ders which had prevailed in the late reign. 

the beginning of the following year he entered upon 
Zg*, h “ f “°" d .“'"“'"'if- h»»g for hi. coiie.g 
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and loon alter left Rome to make head againft the Goths, 
and other northern nations, who, to the number of three 
hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides women, 
fervants, ami children, had invaded the Roman dominions, 

c nt H T m drCa,lful rava e es ’ The emperor inter- 
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own hand the following letter to the fenate : “ I am con- 
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Gaul and Spam, the chief ftrength of the empire, are in 
the hands ofTetricus. Our archers, to our great fhame, 
are with-held from us by Zenobia. Whatever, therefore, 
we perform fuccefsfully in our prefent circumdances, muft 
be accounted great. 1 ’ But n o twit h Handing thefe difadvan- and^axma 
tages, Claudius intrepidly advanced againd the Barbarians, memorable 
and, after a long and obdinate difpute, gained one of the q;2 ^ or > 
greateft victories recorded in hiftory ; for no fewer than over therr ' 
three hundred thoufand of the enemy were killed or taken 
prifoners. The emperor himfelf gave the following account 
of this memorable battle, in a letter, which he wrote after 
the aCtion, to Junius Brocchus, governor of Illyricum : “ We 
have utterly defeated an army of three hundred and twenty 
thoufand Goths, and deftroyed their fleet, confiding of two 
thoufand fail. The* fields and fhores are covered with 
fwords, fhields, and dead bodies. We have taken fucli 
numbers of captives, that, not to mention the men, two 
or three women will fall to the (hare of each foldier in our 
victorious arm y V’ Among the prifoners were many 
princes, and perfons of great didinftion. All the provinces 
of the empire were filled with captives, who were employed 
to till the ground ; and every city could (hew you, fays Pol- 
lio, glorious monuments of the fortune and courage of the 
brave and invincible Claudius. For this victory the empe- 
ror took the furname of Gothicus z . 

While Claudius was thus employed againd the Barba- Zenobiar e - 
rians, Zenobia, having overcome Probus, who commanded duces E- 
a body of troops in Egypt, reduced that province, and, af- Sypt ■ 
ter a long fiege, took and dedroyed Bruchium, the cita- 
del of Alexandria. Probus, finding he could not efcape 
falling into the hands of the victorious queen, difpatched 
himfelf with his own fword. In the following year, when 
Antiochianus and Orphitus were confuls, the emperor, 
having nothing to fear from the Barbarians, refolved to 
march againd Zenobia, who held all the provinces in the 
Eaft ; but was prevented by a violent plague which broke 
out in his army, and made a dreadful havock of his men. 

The emperor himfelf was carried off by the raging didem- y r . of FJ. 
per, at Sirmium in Pannonia, in the fifty-fixth year of his 2618. 
age, after he had reigned, according to the mod probable ^ ® *7°. 
opinion, two years, ajid one month a . In him centred, lcl8 ' 
fays Trebellius Pollio, the moderation of Auguftus, theva- 7 he death 
lour of Trajan, the piety of Antoninus, and all the virtues of Claudius. 
of the good princes who had reigned before him b . He may 
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The Roman Hijlory, 

be truly faid to have fuftained, during his Ihort, but glo- 
rious reign, the pottering empire, and to have reftored it to 
its former Luflre. The fenate not only bellowed divine ho. 
Hours upon him after his death, but devoted m the place 
where they affemblcd, a fhie'd of gold, on which was en- 
graved his image. This fliield was to be fcen m the reign 
pf Conflantine the Great. The people erefted at their own 
expence two flatucs, one of gold ten feet high, which they 
pliccd by that of Jupiter in the Capitol, and another of 
fiver in the forum, weighing fifteen hundred pounds, and 
reprefenting the emperor in his triumphal robes. 

Upon the death of Claudius the fenate and people of 
Rome proclaimed his brother Quintillus emperor, who was 
then at Aguileia, in which city he was murdered by his 
foldlei s, after a ftiort reign of feventeen days, for attempt- 
ing to enforce, with too much feverity, the difeipline of 
the primitive times. Thus Trebellius Pollio : but Zofi- 
mus and Zonarus d tell us, that Qiiintillus, hearing Au- 
relian had been acknowleged emperor by the arrpy in Pan- 
nonia, and finding his own troops ready to revolt, by the 
advice of his friends, caufed his veins tD be opened, and 
thus put an end to his life and reign, Moil writers fpeak of 
Jiim as a prince in every refpeft equal to his brother. Upon 
his death the fenate readily confirmed the election of Aure r 
linn, and honoured him with the title of Auguftus. He 
was, according to molt writers, a native of LSirmium in 
Pannonia, of a mean defeent, but univeifally admired on 
account of his extraordinary ftrength and courage. He had 
dillinguilhcd himfelf under the emperors Valerian, Gallie- 
nus, and Claudius, in their wars with the Barbarians, of 
whom he is faid to have killed with his own hand forty- 
Ughtin one engagement, find in feveral others nine hun- 
dred and fifty \ whence fongs were made upon his exploits, 
god lung publicly by the youth on feftival days. As there 
were two Aurelians at the fame time in the army, and both 
tribunes, the iuhliers ufed to diftinguifh the prefent Aure- 
Jiari with the furname of Mavu ad Fcrru?n y that is, Hand 
to the Sivotd-, 10 ready was he, on all occafions, to draw 
his fwoid, and encounter the enemy c . He was a ftrift 
ob fervor ol military difeipline, and punifhed with ibe ut- 
ninft feverity the fmallelt neglect of duty, and the leaft in- 
juiy ofttjed by his foldicrs to any of the inhabitants of the 
provinces through which he marched. He was, when pro- 
chiimcil emperor, commander in chief of the cavalry, tp 
^hich pod he had railed himfelf from the low Ration of a 
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common foldier f . From Sirmium, where he was faluted 
emperor by the whole army, after the death of Claudius, 
he repaired to Rome, and was received, both by the fenate 
and people, with extraordinary demonftrations of joy ; but 
before he could fettle affairs in the metropolis of the em- 
pire, he was obliged to return haftily to Pannonia, the 
Gorhs, notwithftanding their late dreadful overthrow, hav- 
ing again broken into that province. Aurelian engaged 
them, and the battle continued, without any confiderable 
advantage on either fide, till night, when the enemy re- 
paired the Danube, and next day fent ambaffadors to fue 
for peace; which Aurelian readily granted them, being in- 
formed that the Alemanni, the Juthongae, whofe country 
bordered upon Rhaetia, and the Marconi anni, threatened Concludes a 
to invade Italy itfelf, and were committing dreadful ra- P eace 
vages and devaluations in feveral parts, * he Goihs ‘ 

Againft thefe nations, therefore, Aurelian led the flower He defeats 
of his army, and, meeting them in Vindelicia, which com- fe-uerat 
prehended all Bavaria, and great part of Suabia, he put ^ erman 
them to flight, and deftroyed vail numbers as they attempt- natlQns * 
cd to pal's the Danube. Difpirited by this defeat they 
offered to renew their ancient alliance with Rome, provided 
they were allowed to return unmolefted into their own 
country ; for Aurelian had cut off their retreat, and de- 
tached part of his army to guard the banks of the Danube. 

The emperor, elated with his victory, would liften to no who ne- 
terms ; a circumftance which threw the enemy into the ut- 'uerthelefs 
moll defpair. After various confutations they refolved at tnter 
length to enter Italy, fince they could not return to their 
own country ; and accordingly, finding the paffes unguard- 
ed (for Aurelian apprehended no attempt of that nature), 
they advanced, before the emperor came up with them, a3 
far as Placentia. There Aurelian attacked them ; but 
after having loft mod of his troops, was totally defeated, and put the 
The Barbarians elated with fo fignal a victory, purfued *™p* r vrtw 
their march, not doubting but they fhould be able to take ^ fit : 
Rome itfelf. But in the mean time Aurelian, having ral- 
lied his difperfed troops, and reinforced them with the le- 
gions quartered in Illyricum, came unexpectedly upon the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of Fanum Fortune, now Fano, but are in 
and gave them a dreadful overthrow. Such as efcaped from the end aU 
the firft battle were flain in two others, one of which was cut °^ a 
fought near Placentia, and the other on the plains of Ti- 
cinum. Thus was the whole multitude almoft extermi- 
nated e. 


f Aurel. Vit. p. avi» 

p. 7—!,. 


cldcm ibid. p. 215, xi6, Dexipp. Le- 

C 4 While 



*4 


The Van- 
dals de- 
feated. 


Aurtlian 
tjlran^ es 
the mtufij 
ej the fe- 
nutc and 
feople ujith 
hu fenje- 
fi{y. 


tr, nttl. 
1^10, 

A. D. 2 72 . 

U. L\ 101D. 

Me marches 

Jbdivft 

tgf/oiid. 


The Roman Hifiory. 

While the etnperor was preparing to return to Rom£j 
news were brought him, that the Vandals had palled the 
Danube, under the conduft of two of their kings, and fc- 
veral other princes. This intelligence obliged him to haden 
to the defence of the threatened provinces. The Vandals 
retired upon his approach \ the emperor, however, purfued 
and overtook them before they reached the Danube, cut 
great numbers of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to 
fue for peace ; which he granted upon their delivering the 
fons of their tw o kings, and feveral other perfons of great 
diftinftion, as hoflages. He incorporated two thoufand 
of their befl men in his army, and ordered the red to be 
ftipplied with provifions at the public expence, till they 
reached the Danube, Aurelian having thus happily ter- 
minated the wars with the Goths, Germans, and Vandals, 
returned to Rome, and, in the beginning of the following 
year entered upon his fird confulfhip, with his colleague 
Numerius Ceionius Virius Baflus. As feveral difturbances 
had been excited in Rome during his abfence, he punifhed 
the authors of them with great feverity. Trebellius Pollio 
tells us, that though he was in other relpcdls an excellent 
prince, he often fuffered his paffion to get the better of his 
reafon, and punidied, with exceflive rigour, faults which 
an humane prince would have overlooked. He put feveral 
fei'iators to death upon the depofition of a Angle witnefs ; 
and often encouraged the accufations of perfons who deferv- 
ed no Credit* a weaknefs which much leflened the reputation 
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digree from the Cleopatras and, Ptolemies of Egypt, and Herex- 
her family was one of the moft confpicuoue in the Eaft. rratfw. 
She was well veifed in polite literature, under (food conduff, 
thoroughly the Egyptian, Greek, and Latin languages, andadmi ' 
and in the knowlege of hiftcry excelled moft men of her m J ratlon ' 
time. She is even faid to have compiled an abridgement of 
the Egyptian and Oriental hiftorians, which was in great 
requeft among the learned. St. Athanafius writes, that 
(he profeffed the Jewifti religion ; and is therein follow* 
ed by Abulfarajius m . She married the celebrated Ode- 
natus, prince of Palmyra, and afterwards partner in the 
empire with Gallienus. She had a great (hare in the 
many fignal victories gained by her hufband over the 
Perfians, and is affirmed to have been no lefs courageous 
than that brave commander, and equally experienced in 
military affairs. Upon his death (lie arrayed her three fons, 
Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vhaballat, in purple, caufed 
them to be acknowleged by all the ealtern provinces as joint 
emperors of Rome, and obliged them to conform to the 
Roman cuftoms, and ufe the Latin tongue inftead of the 
Greek, which was fpoken by other eaftern princes. As 
they were under age, flie governed in their name, with the 
title of Qjieen of the Eaft, for the fpace of five or fix years, 
difeharging each duty of an excellent ruler and experienced 
commander, with all the prudence and intrepidity of a man. 

She fhewed great wifdom in her counfels, was fteady in 
her refolutions, kind and generous to perfons of merit, but 
inexorable when feverity was judged neceflary. She lived 
with all the grandeur of a queen, imitating the pomp and 
magnificence of the Perfian monarchs, and caufing all who 
approached to fall proftrate before her, after the manner of 
the Perfian court. She often appeared at the head of her 
troops, armed with a helmet, and arrayed with the impe- 
rial robes, harangued them, and marching with them many 
miles on foot. In imitation of the Roman emperors, (he 
gave magnificent entertainments, not fcrupling, on thefe 
occafions, to drink plentifully with the officers of her army, 
and the Perfian and Armenian ambaffadors, though other- 
wife very fober and temperate D . 

In the reign of Gallienus fhe defeated Heraclianus; and Her ex - 
by this overthrow remained in peaceable poffeffion of all plaits. 
Syria and Mefopotamia, to which (he added Egypt while 
Claudius was engroffed by the Gothic war. Not fatisfied 
with thefe acquifitions, in the reign of Aurelian (he feized 
on great part of Afia, and attempted to reduce Bithynia 
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AuTelian, defirous to terminate her ufurpation, ordered all 
his forces to alfemble in lllyricum 5 and early in the fpnng 
directed his march through Thrace, where he engaged and 
repulfed feveral barbarous nations, who had made irruptions 
into that province. He even paffed the Danube, and man 
engagement with Caunabaud, a Gothic prince, flew him, 
and live thoufand of his men p. Having thus defeated the 
Goths, he purfued his march to Byzantium, and eroding 
the Bofporus, entered Bithynia, which immediately fub- 
mitted. From Bithynia he advanced into Cappadocia, 
where the inhabitants of Tyana fliut their gates againfl him ; 
an in fill t which fo incenfed Aurelian, that he fwore he 
would not leave a dog alive in the place. His foldiers at- 
tacked it with great fury; but were, in their repeated 
a {faults, repulfed with confiderable lofs by the inhabitants, 
till one of them, named Heraclammon, betrayed his coun- 
try and fellow-citizens to the enemy. 

From Tyana Aurelian marched his army tot Antioch, de- 
feated the troops of Zenobia in the neighbourhood of that 
city, and entered in triumph the metropolis of Syria. r Ihis 
victory, however, coll him dear ; for the Palmyrenians 
(fo the troops of Zenobia are Ityled by hiftorians) fought 
with incredible bravery, and the Romans owed the victory 
rather to art than valour ; for, obferving the enemy’s 
cavalry heavily armed, they immediately fled ; and facing 
about unexpectedly, when they were fpent with the long 
purfuit, put them eafily in diforder, and gained a com- 
plete victory From Antioch Aurelian purfued his march 
to Emefa, whither Zenobia had retired with her army, con- 
futing of feventy thoufand men. Under her commanded 
Zabas, or Zabrlas, a man of great courage and experience, 
who had fignalized himfelf in the Perfian wars in the time 
of Odenatus. After feveral fkirmifhes with various fuccefs, 
both armies came to a general engagement, in which the 
Roman horfe were broken at the fi rft onfet ; but their in- 
fantry, attacking the enemy both in front and flank, left- 
naked and expofed by the departure of their cavalry, who 
were purtuing the Romans, obliged them, after a long and 
o Ornate difpute, to give ground, and {belter themfelves 
e ind the walls of Emefa ; which place, however, they 
abandoned at the approach of the victorious army, and re- 
tire win Zenobia to Palmyra, whither Aurelian clofely 
purfued them, though greatly haralTed in his march by the 
ynan roobers, who cut oil' great numbers of his men. 
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He immediately inverted the place, hoping to carry it by Palmyra 
affault ; but all his efforts proving unfuccefsful, he began to 
batter it with an incredible number of warlike machines. 


The bdieged, animated by the example of their queen, not 
only repulfed the aggreffors with fhowers of arrows, darts, 
and ftones,but infulted them from the walls, without fpar- 
ing the emperor himfelf ; who being at length quite ex- 
haufted with the toils and fatigues of fo long a fiege, wrote 
a letter to Zenobia, exhorting her to fui render, and pro- 
mifing to fpare her life. To this letter Zenobia returned the 
following anfwer : “ No man ever before you made fuch a Zeno bias 
demand. It is not by letters, but valour, that you muft anfvuer t 
induce me to fubmit. You cannot but know, that Cleo- ^ ure [ lan i 
patra chofe rather to die than live under Auguftus, not- 
withftanding the great promifes he made her. I expedl 
daily the Perfians, Saracens, and Armenians, who are all 
haftening to my relief ; and what will then become of you 
and your army, whom the robbers of Syria have put to 
flight r You will then lay afide that pride and prefump- 
tion with which you command me to furrender, as if you 
were the conqueror of the univerfe r .” Aurelian, enraged 
at this anfwer, immediately ordered a general aflault 5 but 
was repulfed with great lofs. However, he defeated the 
Perfians, who were coming to the relief of the place ; and 
partly by menaces, partly by promifes, prevailed upon the 
Armenians and Saracens to join him againft the queen, 
whom they were come to aflift. Zenobia, finding herfelf 
difappointed of the fuccours which fhe had long expefted, 
and defpairing of being able to hold out much longer with 
her own forces, refolved to withdraw privately from the 
city into Perfia, and folicit in perfon more powerful fup- 
plies. Accordingly fhe departed in the dead of the night, 
with a fmall retinue, mounted on camels, carrying with 
her part of her jewels and treafures : but Aurelian, who Yr. of FI 
was very vigilant, having had timely notice of her flight, z6»i. 
detached a party of horfe after the fugitive queen ; who, 
coming up with her as file was ready to crofs the Euphrates * 1QZ1 
in a boat, feized her, and carried her to Aurelian, who zenobia 


from that moment began to look upon himfelf as the con- taken , and 
queror and foie lord of the Eart. When fhe was brought brought to 
into his prefence, he afked her, what had prompted her to Aurtlian, 
take up arms againft, and infult over, the emperors of 
Rome ? To th is queftion the queen replied, with no lefs 


intrepidity than addrefs, that fhe looked upon him, indeed, 
\vho knew how to conquer, as emperor j but as for Gal- 


lienusj 
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Vim Aureolus, and fuch as r.fembled them, fhe had ne- 

T ‘m fome of *J e inha - 

bitants were againit fubmitting upon any terms whatever; 
but others fued for mercy, and, upon the emperor s pro- 
ofing to grant them their lives, opened their gates to the 
conquerorT who fpared the inhabitants, but ftnpped the 
city of all its wealth, and appointed Sandanon governor of 
the place, with five hundred archers, and other troops, un- 
der his command After this achievement, the emperor 
returned to Emefa, carrying with him the captive queen, 
whofc death the foldiers demanded with loud clamours; 
but the emperor thought it beneath his dignity to fpill the 
blood of a woman, especially as ftie bad with great intrepi- 
dity defended the eaftern provinces againft the Perfians, and 
other neighbouring nations, during the domeftic difturb- 
ances that prevailed in every part of the empire. The fame 
of this vidlorv foon reached the moft rtiftant nations, who 
all ft rove, with folcmn embafTies and rich prefents, to gain 
the friendiliip of the conqueror of Zenobia (E). Aurelian, 
having thus recovered, and fettled in peace, the eaftern pro- 
vinces, returned by Chalcedon and Byzantium into Europe, 
carrying with him his ill u ftrious captive. 

He defeated, on his march through Thrace, the Carpi, 
who had invaded that province ; but at the fame time he 
was informed, that the inhabitants of Palmyra had revolted, 
put the Roman governor and garrifon to the fword, and 
proclaimed a kinfman of Zenobia, named Achilleus, or, as 
Zofimus calls him, Antioch us, their fovereign. Upon this 
intelligence, the emperor, returning with great expedition, 
arrived at Palmyra before the inhabitants had any notice of 
his march, tool: the city without oppofition, and put all the 
inhabitants to the fword, without diftindlion of fex, age, 

* Trigint. Tyran. cap, zg, p. igp, t Anr. Vit, p. zig. 
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or condition He had not quitted the Eafl, when he re- 
ceived advice, that Egypt had revolted, and proclaimed em- 
peror one Firmus, or rather Firmius, as he is flyled on fuch 
of his medals as have reached our times w . He was a na- 
tive of Seleucia in Syria, but pofleffed an immenfe eflate in 
Egypt, and carried on an advantageous trade with the Sa- 
racens, the Blemyes, a people of Ethiopia, and the inha- 
bitants of India ; for he ufed to boaft, that, with his pro- 
fits alone upon paper and glue, he could maintain a whole 
army. Vapifcus relates wonderful things of his llrength 
and appetite. He was greatly attached to Zenobia, and, to 
fupport her party and intereft, aflumed the title of Augus- 
tus, made himfelf mafler of Egypt, and flopped the com 
which it ufed to fend yearly to Rome. Aurelian marched 
againft him with that expedition which was peculiar to 
him ; and, being attended with his ufual fuccefs, overcame 
the ufurper, ftormed a ftrong caftle to which he fled, and, 
having taken him prifoner, caufed him to be publicly ex- 
ecuted x . 

Having thus fupprefied the troubles in the Eaft, he re- 
turned the fecond time to Europe, with a defign to recover, 
and reunite to the empire, the provinces of Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, which were governed by Tetricus. This de- 
fign he eafily compafled, Tetricus himfelf, no longer able 
to reftrain the continual diforders and mutinies of his troops, 
inviting him privately into Gaul y . However, a battle was 
fought near Chalons on the Marne ; during which, Tetri- 
cus voluntarily furrendering to Aurelian, his troops, defti- 
tute of a leader, were cut in pieces. Thus was Gaul, after 
it had been held for the fpace of thirteen years by dif- 
ferent tyrants, united again to the empire. Towards the 
end of this year, when Tacitus, afterwards emperor, and 
Placidianus, were confuls, Aurelian returned to Rome, 
where he was received with the moft magnificent triumph 
the city had ever beheld. There were four royal and (lately 
chariots: the firfl, which had belonged to Odenatus, was 
entirely covered with filver, gold, and jewels ; another, 
equally rich and magnificent, was a prefent to Aurelian 
From the king of Perfia ; the third was Zenobia’s own cha- 
riot 5 and the fourth, which was drawn by four flags, had 
jeen taken by Aurelian from a Gothic prince. In the latter 
:he emperor himfelf made his entry. Thefe chariots were 
jreceded by twenty elephants, and great variety of wild 
3eafts from different countries. Next came eight hundred 
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couple of gladiators, followed by an incredible number tirf 
captives of different nations, with their hands tied behind 
their backs, namely, Goths, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, 
Franks, Suevians, Vandals, Alemans, Blemyes, Auxumites, 
Arabians, Eudxmonians, Indians, Ba&rians, Iberians, Sa- 
racens, Armenians, Perfians ; the Palmyrenians who had 
efcaped the late daughter, fome Egyptians engaged in the 
late rebellion of Firmius, and ten Gothic women, whom 
AureJian had taken fighting in the habit of men. Thefe 
were followed by Tetricus in a fcarlet robe, and his fon, 
with whom he had divided the empire. Next to them 
marched Zenobia, whofe uncommon beauty, noble ftature, 
and majeftic mien, attracted the eyes of the fpeftators, and 
feemed to eclipfe the grandeur and luflre of the emperor 
himfelf. She was bound with chains of gold, which other 
perfons fupported, apparelled with the richeft tifiues and 
robes, and fo loaded with pearls and precious ftones, that 
fhe was often obliged to halt, being ready to fink under fo 
great a burden. Zenobia was followed by the emperor's 
triumphal chariot, the fenate in a body, the people of Rome, 
with theiryarious ftandards, and the vi£lorious legions, horfe 
and foot, in rich and fplendid armour, with crowns of lau- 
rel on their heads, and branches of palm-trees, the fymbol 
of victory, in their hands. The fenate, however, in the 
rmdtt of the public rejoicings, betrayed no fmall concern 
to Ice letricus, one oF their own body, who had even been 
con ful, led in triumph. In the Capitol Aurelian fac.ificed 
to Jupiter the four flags that had drawn his chariot, in 
compliance with a vow he had made. From the Capitol 

'Err f tD lh ? palace > attcnded by the fenate, and 
foch crowds of people, that the Hay was far advanced before 
he could reach ,t. The next and feveral following days he 
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amends for the injury he had done him, by leading him like 
a captive in triumph, he heaped many honours upon him, 
Ityling him his colleague, his fellow-foldier, and even ho- 
nouring him fometimes with the title of emperor. He ap- 
pointed him governor of Lucania, telling him pleafantly, 
that it was more to his reputation to govern a province of 
Italy, than to reign beyond the Alps b . He treated with 
the fame humanity and good-nature young Tetricus, whom 
he had led in triumph with his father, fuffering him to con- 
tinue in the fenate, and leaving his eftate untouched, which 
he tranfmitted to his pofterity, who lived at Rome, under 
the fucceeding princes, in great fplendor, efteemed and re- 
vered by perfons of all ranks. 

The next confuls were, Aurelian the fecond time, and 
C. Julius Capitolinus. This year the emperor continued at 
Rome ; and, being now diverted by no foreign or domef- 
tic wars, he applied himfelf wholly to the reformation of 
feveral abufes which had prevailed in the time of Gallienus, 
and which Claudius had not been able to fupprefs during 
his fhort reign. He made feveral regulations, which gain- 
ed him the affeftions of the people, whom he had eftranged 
from him, in the beginning of his reign, by his cruelty, to 
which he had naturally a great inclination. To the boun- 
ties of the emperors his predeceftors, who had eftablifhed 
funds for diftributing bread and oil among the people, he 
added a certain portion of hogs-flefh to be given with the 
bread and oil ; and encreafed the latter largefs by the addi- 
tion of an ounce to each pound. He even defigned to ef- 
tablilh a fund for diftributing a certain quantity of wine 
among them ; but was either prevented by death from put- 
ting his defign in execution, or perfuaded from it by the 
captain of the guards, who told him, that if he allowed the 
populace wine, they would next expeftgeefe and chickens c . 
He appointed, that Egypt ftiould fupply the city of Rome 
yearly with a certain quantity of glafs, paper, linen, and 
feveral other things, that were either the natural growth, 
or onanufatture of that country d . He caufed wharfs to be 
built along the banks of the Tiber, and the channel of that 
river to be cleanfed. 

But noth ing more obliged perfons of all ranks than his ge- 
neroufly remitting whatever was owing this year by private 
perfons to the treafury, and his publicly burning in the fo- 
rum of Trajan all the papers, bonds, and regifters, relating 
to fuch debts. At the fame time he publifhed an a£t of obli- 
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vion with refpefl to all crimes committed againft the ftate to 
that day. From that time forward he purtiflied with the ut- 
molt feverity fuch as accufed others, without being able to 
eflablifh their charge. He framed many wholefome laws, 
by which he is faid to have purged Rome of all profefled 
lewdnefs, irreligion, and wicked arts. Finding that eunuchs 
began to be fold at a very great rate, he fixed the number 
which each perfon might keep of fuch Haves, according to 
their different ranks. He enafted rigid laws againft adul- 
tery, and punifhed with death one of his own domeftics 
guilty of that crime. He would fuffer none to keep women 
free-born for concubines. His domeftics, freedmen, and 
fhves, he kept in great awe, caufing them to be feverely 
beaten in his prefence for the fmalleft faults, and deliver- 
ing them up, when guilty of tranfgrcffing the laws, to the 
He builds a civil magiftrates c . About this time he built and confecrat- 
m agmficent a mo ft magnificent temple to the Sun, of which fre- 
quent mention is made in hiftory ^ and embellifhed it with 
rich and coftly ornaments. It was one of the moft (lately 
and magnificent ftru£tures in Rome. The gold veflels be- 
longing to it weighed fifteen hundred pounds. He likewife 
enriched the Capitol, and moft of the temples in the city, 
with prefents of great value fent him by foreign princes f . 
He extended the jurifdidtion of the pontiffs, encreafcd their 
revenues, and eftabliihed funds for repairing temples, and 
for the falaries of the inferior minifters. 

Towards the end of the year, a dangerous fedition was 
excited in Rome by the perfons employed in the mint, who, 
having, by a notorious breach of truft, coined a great quan- 
tity of falfc money, to avoid the punifhment due to their 
crime, joined in a body, under the conduft of one Felicifli- 
mus, formerly a Have, but appointed by Aurelian one of the 
receivers of the treafury ; thefe infur gents raifed fuch dif- 
turbances, that the emperor was obliged to order his troops 
to march againft them, whom they received drawn up in 
order of battle on Mount Coclius ; killed feven thoufand of 
them ; but were in the fequel, though they fought with the 
m ° operate bravery, overcome, and punifhed with the 
utmoft feverity. This infurreftion being quelled, the em- 
peror called in all the falle coin, an d iffued true money in 
boon after this fedition, he put feveral femjtors 
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Towards the clofe of this, or the beginning of the follow- 
ing year, when Aurelian was conful the third time, with 
Marcellinus, fome difturbances happened in Gaul, which 
obliged the emperor to quit Rome, and haften thither. All 
we know of this expedition is, that Gaul was reftored to 
its former tranquility and that the emperor, marching from 
that province into Vindclicia, obliged the Barbarians, who 
had made an irruption on that fide, to repafs the Danube h . 
From Vindelicia the emperor marched into Illyricum 
and finding the province of Dacia in the bands of the 
Barbarians, who bad feized it in the reign of Gallicnus, he 
did not think it worth his while to recover a country, which, 
he was well apprifed, he could not maintain in the midfl 
of fo many barbarous nations. He therefore withdrew 
the Roman troops from the few forts they dill held beyond 
the Danube, and refigned to the inhabitants, who had been 
driven out by the Barbarians, part of Moefia and Dardnnia. 

From Illyricum the emperor marched into Thrace, with a 
defign to pafs the winter there, and early in the fpring to 
crofs over into Aha, and lead his army againft the Perfians, 
upon what provocation, hiftory does not inform us : but 
while he was wholly intent upon this war, death put a pe- 
riod to this, and his other vaft defigns. Hiftorians give us 
the following account of his unhappy end : he fufpefted 
Mneftheus, one of his freedmen and fecretaries, of extor- 
tion, and had threatened to punifh him. Mneftheus, pro- 
bably guilty of the crime laid to his charge, and well ac- 
quainted with the emperor’s cruel and inflexible temper, re- 
folved to fruftratehis delign. Accordingly, counterfeiting 
his mafter’s hand, he wrote a roll of the names of the chief 
officers in the army, and, among the reft, his own ; and, 
fhewing it to thofe whofe names lie had fet down, told 
them, that he had found it in the emperor’s clofet ; that 
they were all doomed to deftru&ion and that only by fome 
defperate attempt they could avert their impending ruin. 
They all believed him, and, prompted partly by fear, partly 
by indignation, to fee their fervices thus rewarded, took, 
without hefitation, the refolution fuggefted to them by 
Mneftheus ; and a few days after, as the army was march- 
ing to a place named Cacnophrurium, that is, the new cajlle , 
half-way between Byzantium and Heraclea, they fell upon 
the emperor fword in hand, while he was attended only by 
a fmall guard, and diTpatched him with many wounds. The 
emperor muft have been killed about the latter end of Ja- 
nuary, for his death was known at Rome on the third of 
February of the year 275, fo that he had reigned five full 
h Zonar. p. 240a 
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years ■, and lived, according to the moft probable opinloiij 
fixty- three \ His death did not remain unpunifhed ; for 
the officers, who had killed him, finding foon after, that 
they had been impofed upon by Mneftheus, threw him to 
the wild beafts, and built a magnificent temple and tomb to 
the honour of the deceafed emperor, in the place where he 
had been killed, the whole army folemnizing his obfequies 
with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. All thofe who 
were engaged in the confpiracy were either cut in pieces on 
the fpot by the enraged foldiery, or afterwards executed 
under his fucceflors Tacitus and Probus. His death was 
much lamented by the fenate, who, at the tequeft of the 
army, ranked him among the gods i but more by the people, 
whom he had gained with greater bounties and largeffes 
than they had ever received from any of his predeceflors. 

Aurelian is commonly ftyled the reftorer of the empire, 
which, after the evils it had fuffered by the captivity of Va- 
lerian, and indolence of Gallienus, began to revive under 
Claudius, and was by Aurelian reftored to its former ftrength 
and luftre. He delivered Italy from the incurfions of the 
Alemanni, refeued the Eal) from the fliameful yoke of a 
woman, humbled the Perfians, Hill elated with the capti- 
vity of Valerian, reunited Gaul to the empire, and reftored 
to Rome Thrace and Illyricum, over-ran and oppreffed bv 
the Barbarians. His arms were dreaded, and his fricridfliip 
courted, by the moft diftam nations. He was a prince of 
great bravery, prudence, and generofity ; but as his cruelty 
overbalanced all his other good qualities, he is by Vopil'- 
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As all the principal officers in the army had been con* 
cerned in the death of Aurelian, the foldiers, by whom he 
was greatly beloved, not able to prevail upon themfelves to 
nominate one of them in his room, wrote to the fenate, 
acquainting them with the death of the emperor, and re- r/ iearmy 
ferring the choice of a new prince to them. When their refer the 
letter was read, Tacitus, who was at that time prince of tkttwiofa 

great warmth againfl Aurelian, had heard of Plotinus in the 
and was fuppofed to have die- frequent conferences that phi- 
tated the letter which that prin- lofopher had held with him, 
cefs wrote to the emperor dur- and others of the fame feft (7). 
ing the liege of Palmyra. That Amelius and Plotinus were, ill 
letter fo provoked Aurelian, the opinion of Longinus, the 
that, upon the reduction of the only philofophers, who, in his 
place, he cauled the fuppofed time, publilhed works worth 
author of it to be put to death ; perufing (8). 
whichhefufferedivithgreatfirm- Some hiftorians too flourilh* 
nefs and intrepidity, conioling ed under Aurelian, to wit, Cal- 
thofe who were aftefted with his Iterates of Tyre, whom Vopif- 
misfortune. Suidas mentions fe- cus ftyles the mofl learned of 
veral philological pieces pub- all the Greek hiftorians of his 
li lilted by Longinus (4) ; but time (9); and Theoclius, or 
takes no notice of his treatife on Theon, of Chios, as fome cri- 
the fubiime, the only entire tics conjecture ( 1 ) . Both thefe 
work of Longinus which has hiftorians wrote the life of Au- 
reached our times, and fully relian; but dwelt, it feems, 
anfwers the great idea which too much on trifling inci- 
the ancients raife in us of its dents (2). Nicomachus, an- 
author. other Greek hiftorian, wrote at 

Amelins, againfl: whom Lon- the fame time. Aurelianus 
ginus wrote, was a philofopher Feftivus, afreedman of the em- 
of great reputation among the pei or Aurelian, wrote the hillo- 
Platonics (5). He was dikiple ry of his reign, or at leaft part 
to Plotinus, and greatly attach- of it, with the life of Firmus, 
ed to him : for he lived twenty- who ufurped the title of empe- 
four years with him at Rome, ror in Egypt (3). Erennius 
from the third year of Philip Dexippus, by birth an Athe- 
to the lirll of Claudius, that is, liian, by profeflion an orator, 
from the year 246, to the begin- the fon of another Dexippus, 
n’uvg of 269 (6) . He was a very flouriftied under Aurelian, and 
laborious man, and is faid to was efteemed one of the great- 
have compofed an hundred vo- eft orators Greece had ever pro- 
lumes, containing only what he duced (4). 

(4) Suid. p. 50. (5) Eufeb. Prspor. lib. xi. cap. i£. 

p. 540. (6) Plot. Vit. p. 3, 6. (7) Idem, p. 3. (8) Idem, 

p* 14. (9) Vit. Aurel. p. 209. (1) VofT. Hift. Grace, lib. iv. 

cap. 17. p. 485. (*) Aurel. Vit. p. *10. (3) Firm. Vit. p. *44. 

(4) Suid. fr, p. 659. Voft. Hift. Gr£c. Jib, iv. cap. 17. p. 485. Aurel. Vic. 
p. 109. Long. cap. viii. p. z 0. Plot. Vk# p, 3, 6. Phot. cap. Hz. p. zoo, 
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the fenate, and voted the firft, declared, that he wilhed 
to refer the choice of a new emperor to the army, as the 
army had done to the fenate : tc For what difputes (faid he), 
and difturbances will inevitably enfue, fhould not the army 
approve of the perfon whom we choofe !” The fenate 
acquiefced in hispropofal; but the foldiers referred the 
choice a fecond and a third time to the fenate, as the fenate 
did to the foldiers ; fo that the empire, by this reciprocal 
exchangr of compliments, and commendable difpute be- 
tween the fenate and army, remained near eight months 
without a head : neverthelefs, no ufurper ftarted up 
during that peiiod-, no difturbances happened either at 
Rome, or in the provinces. But the Barbarians in the 
mean time, taking advantage of the inter-regnum, began to 
put themfelves in motion. The Germans, that is, the 
Lyges, the Franks, the Burgundiones, and the Vandals, 
broke into Gaul; the Goths threatened Ulyricum; and 
every one expend, that the Perfians, againft whom Au- 
relian had declared war, would not continue long quiet. 
Thefe events Velius Cornificius Gordianus, then conful 
laid before the fenate on the twenty-fifth of September- 
and earneftly preft'ed them to proceed, without farther de- 
lay, to the cleflion of an emperor. He concluded his 
fpecch by telling them, that the empire could no longer 

exift without a head ; and that the army would either 

3 " h ° ,n "•”> ' h ° rc ' » r > i>™. 

There had been feme talk before of railing Tacitus to 
the empuc, who had withdrawn into Campania, and Jived 
two months in retirement; but, being recalled by thefe- 
i.te, he was prefent at this meeting held on the 2cth of 

of the fenate ; but, beforfhi bettered 35 
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flowed the highefl encomiums upon Tacitus, difplayed in a 
very affecting manner the many evils attending the admi- 
niflration of young and unexperienced princes ■, and con- 
jured Tacitus, by the love he bore his country, not to leave 
the empire to his fons, who were yet children, but to ap- 
point for his fucceffor a perfon, whom he judged equal to 
fo great a truft, if the flate were, by the immutable decrees 
of the Fates, deprived of him before his children attained 
the age of maturity. He added, that, to difpofe of the fenate, 
the people of Rome, and the whole empire, in the fame 
manner as he devifed his houfes, lands, and flaves, was 
repugnant to the laws of juftice and equity; and that no- 
thing would fo much commend his name to future ages, as 
to (hew at his death, that he loved the republic above his 
family and iflue k . The decree was then drawn up, veiling 
him with the fovereign power, and ligned by all the fena- 
tors, even by Tacitus liimfelf. From the fenate they pro- 
ceeded to the field of Mars, where /Elius Cefetianus, then 
governor of Rome, declared to the foldiers and people 
aifembled, the election of Tacitus, which was received 
with the ufual acclamations. 

The prefent emperor, named on his coins, M. Claudius 
Tacitus, but, by Vopifcus, Aurelianus, or Aurelius Taci- 
tus, acknowleged Cornelius Tacitus, the celebrated hifto- 
rian, for his kinfman ; and therefore, to feenre his inimitable 
performance againit the injuries of time, he ordered ten 
copies of it to be tranferibed every year, and to be lodged 
in the public libraries, and in the cabinets of the learned ; 
but, notwithftanding his care, only a fmall part of what 
that excellent hiftorian wrote has reached our times. The 
emperor was advanced in years ; but bad feveral children 
who were very young. Florianus, named on the ancient 
coins M. Annius Florianus, was only his uterine brother. 

All we know of his preferments is, that he had been con- His prefer- 
ful, and was, at the time of his eleftion, prince of the fe- merits . 
nate. He was a man of learning, of a mild temper, an 
enemy to all pomp, and a great admirer of the manners of 
the primitive Romans. When he was created emperor, he 
gave his immenfe eftate to the public, allotting part of it 
for the repairing and beautifying the temples. His ready 
money he diflributed among the foldiers, fet at liberty all 
the flaves he had at Rome, and caufed his houfe to be 
pulled down, in order to build public baths in the place 
where it flood. His temperance and regularity, his oeco- 
nomy, and care of the public money, his impartiality in 

* Tacit. Vit. p. 217 — 131- 
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the adminiftration of juftice, are much celebrated by the 
authors of his life. 

In the fi rffc fpeech he made to the fenate, he declared, 
that he would tranfa£f nothing without their confent and 
authority ; and then propofed two laws, which were re- 
T’wo of his ce ' vecl g reat applaufe, and confirmed by a decree. 

l<rws°. U They enabled, that whoever ftiould mix metals with a bafer 
fort, flioukl forfeit his eftate and life ; that flaves fhould 
not be admitted as witnelfes againfl: their matters, even in 
cafes of treafon. In the fame fpeech he alked the con- 
fulfhip for his brother Florianus but the fenate did not 
think fit to grant him his requeft : a repulfe which he was 
fo far from refenting, that, on the contrary, he feemed 
highly pleafed with the liberty they had taken, faying n I 
am glad they know him.” From the very beginning of his 
rt '!S n ’ he applied . hinifelf to the removing of feveral abufes 
uhiuh mil prevailed in Rome. By one edift, he fupprefled 
all brothels ; by another, he ordered all the public baths to 
be fhut up at fun-fet; and by a third, prohibited all forts 
gold tiffue and gilding^ He refpcQed the memory of the 

honour mpCr H° r r “"k? * tempIe t0 be b,lllt t0 their 

terfaries H Tt™ •' 1 ° ffered °" their feVer;l1 a ""i- 
verlanes. He had a particular efteem for Aurelian and 
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at length reftored to their r^ Uaintln 8 jbem, that they were 
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barianS, and obliged them to return to their own country n . 

In the following year the emperor entered upon his fecond 
confulfhip, having iEmilianus for his colleague ; and, after 
palling the winter in Cilicia, was preparing to return to 
Italy, when he was, according to fome writers, feized with 
a violent diftemper, which, in a few days, put an end to 
his life y but, according to others, he was killed by his own 
foldiers. He died at Tarfus in Cilicia, or, as others write, Yr. of FL 
at Tiana in Cappadocia, after a reign of only fix months. 2614. 
Upon his death, his brother Florianus, whom he had ap- 37 6. 

pointed captain of the guards, caufed himlelf to be pro- ‘ 1D2 *~ 
claimed emperor, and was acknowlcged in all the pro- 
vinces of Europe and Africa-, but the legions quartered in Florianus 
Syria, Phoenicia, Paleftine, and Egypt, declaied for Pro- ajfumesihe 
bus, whom Tacitus had appointed commander of all the 
forces in the Eaft. This competition kindled a civil war 
in the bowels of the empire, while the Barbarians were kis own 
leady to invade it on all Tides. Florianus gained at firft men . 
fome advantages over his competitor ; but as the troops 
under his command were more attached to Probus than to 
him, they mutinied. At the approach of Probus, who was 
refolved to put the whole to the iflue of a general engage- 
ment, they fell upon their own leader, cut him in pieces, 
after he had reigned about two months, and joined Probus, 
in the neighbourhood of Tarfus in Cilicia. 

The death of Florianus was no fooner known in Europe Probus 
and Africa, than the armies unanimoufly proclaimed Pro- proclaimed 
bus emperor, and the fenate readily confirmed their election, emperor* 
honouring the new emperor with the titles of Auguftus, 

Father of his Country, and High Pontiff-, and veiling him 
with the tribunitial and proconfular power ; for they all 
entertained a great opinion of his jultice, equity, and mo- 
deration ; and looked upon him as a perfon in every refpeft 
qualified for the difeharge of fo great a trull : and indeed, 
if Vopifcus is to be credited, he was one of the bell and 
greatell princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. That writer 
prefers him to Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, Alexander, 

Claudius, and to Augullus himfelf. He was an excel- eha- 
lent commander, an able llatefman, a friend to virtue, an rafter. 
enemy to vice, generous, affable, good-natured, and, in 
fhort, endowed with every good quality commendable in a 
prince 0 . He was a native of Sirmium in Pannonia. His Extrnfliom 
father, Maximus, was, in his youth, a gardener 5 but after- /re- 
wards, lifting himfelf among the troops, he was raifed to ferments* 
the poll of tribune, and married a woman of rank, by 

n Zonar. p. 240, Zof, p. 266. 0 Prob. Vit. p. 23 3i 234- 
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whom he had one fon, the prefent emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention in hiftory. Probus 
entered into the army when very young; and having dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf on many occasions under Valerian, Gal- 
licnus, Claudius, and Aurelian, he w^as, by thefe priiices, 
raifed to the high eft ports, and employed, always with fuc- 
ccfs, in the many wars which they waged with the Barba- 
rians. He was about forty-four years old, according to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, when preferred to the empire. 
His election was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than 
he left Cilicia, and returned to Europe. 

He palled the winter in Pannonia, and having taken 
upon him his firrt confulfhip, and named M. Aurelius Pau- 
lmus for his colleague, he fet out in the fpring for Gaul, 
where the Franks and other German nations had com- 
mitted dreadful ravages. He is laid to have fought in that 
province many fuccefsful battles, to have killed near four 
hundred thoufand of the Barbarians, and to have obliged 
the rcll to relinquifh the booty they had taken, and fave 
themfelves by flight beyond the Rhine. Having reftored 
Gaul to its former tranquillity, he parted the Rhine at the 
head of Ins victorious army, and made war upon the enemy 
in their own country, with greater fuccefs than ever at- 
tended any of his predeceflbrs (G). 

Early 

acSt PT : vhich ,hc >’ had ‘aken, and de- 

account which he himfelf tranf- hvered Gaul from the vnke 

Xw S' “" d " which n 7L'£ vt 

.o ihe^ immortal J S EfW' ^ ^ 

fathers, who have given maid- me r /. ° P refented 
fdr tokens of rhpir n e _’ ^ have tranfimtted ro you, 

yt.ur choice it, railing me' ten he hand' s Con i! ecl “» ted . ™d, by your 
empire. Gtrmmv 8 ,L\ j h ; lnds . offered to the great Tu- 

«nd ex.erfive L ‘„,.nrr y \ S e n Hi’ £" d * 4 he othcr S° ds and 
'nt'ly fubdurd Nine ’km, r s of We have not only 

diflerenr nations have t'lmnvn h ^ b ° 0t >’ whidl the X 


j ■ n* " . ^ mug* Of 

oineiciir nations have thrmvn u j i J mey 

themfelves proilratc at my fert fdL b . ut . cnriehed °“ r - 

oi lather ynur’s. Ail the B -’ , thelr ^ The 

bnnttns non- plough and fow he ° r * 111 - ar f- P lo “g hed with 
tlirvoii -inr no,., f 1 II,e tattle ot the 


I S * 1 CHIU ]l 

for you, and even fight f or v , 


ut the Barbarians ; 


Return, therefore, thanks to the fT^ dl: e l’ are mclofed ill c- u . 

f ds '- fo hgnai a "^° U '£ C Jfi 5 ^ ° u . r “»B«inea are 

Four hundred thoufand of Z lit t , helr CDrn : fltort, 

V Um Y '“'-e been dellroved Z them nof bing f* 

inuppn i i . cu > tne barp fml t i , i ^ 


Te h . i r C ° rn : 'ofliort, 
r - - ucuroyed- the h-^r'a' tbera not bmg but 

oTVedletgG'ma’ny 

w rtcule,Ed ^ * “te: i 


to a Roman proving 



4i 


The Roman Hijloiy. 

Early in the fpring the emperor fet out for Gaul, and 
bending his march through Rhsctia, arrived in Illyricum, 
whence the Sarmatians, who had invaded that province, 
withdrew, upon the the news of his approach, and aban- 
doned their booty. From Illyricum he purfued his march 
into Thrace, where be received deputies from all the Go- The Cot fu 
thic nations, fent by their refpe&ive dates and princes to fuefor 
court his friendfhip p . Having thus fettled peace and tran- P eace • 
quility in all the provinces of Europe, he palfed over into 
Afia, and entered Ifauria, which had revolted from Rome. 

After many dangerous conflicts with the Ifaurian robbers, 
and Palfurius their leader, whom he took, and put to death, 
he entirely reduced that country, tianfplanted the inhabi- Ifauria re- 
tants into didant provinces, and divided Ifauria among his dated. 
veterans, u^ oil condition that they Ihould fend their fans, 
as loon they attained the age of eighteen, to ferve in the 
army, le.c, trulling to their rocks and mountains, they 
fhould follow the example of the ancient inhabitants, and 
turn free-booters. 

From Ifauria the emperor marched into Syria, where he 
entered upon his third confulfhip, having Paternus for his 
colleague ; and, in the fpring, led his army againft the 
Blcmyes, a barbarous nation, dwelling between Egypt and 
Ethiopia, who had made thcmfelves inafters of Coptos and 
Ptolemais in Thebais, and ftruck terror into the neighbour- 
ing countries. Probus defeated them with great flaughter. The Ele - 
recovered the above-mentioned cities, and fent a great rn y es 
number of the Barbarians prifoners to Rome, where their J eate ^ 
extraordinary figure, fays Vopifcus, raifed great admiration 
in the Rom in people (H). The king of Perfia, Varranes II. The Perm 
alarmed at the victories gained by Probus over fo fierce and f ians f** 
warlike a nation, fent ambafladors, with rich prefents, to / or P (ace 
fue for peace -, but the emperor, not fatisfied with their 
propofals, refufed the prefents, and fent back the deputies; 
a repulfe which fo terrified the king, that he concluded a 
peace with Probus upon his own terms. The eaftern pro- 

p Prob, Vit. p. 239. 


ny wars, is not perhaps at pre- 
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vinces being thus fettled in peace, the emperor returned to 
Thrace, where he allotted lands to one hundred thoufand 
Baftarnre, a Scythian nation, of whom we fhall have fre- 
quent occafion to fpeak hereafter. They all remained faith- 
ful to him; but the Gepidre, Juthungi, and Vandals, on 
whom he beftowed lands in the fame province, rebelled, 
while he was engaged in domeftic wars the following year. 
From Thrace the emperor returned to Rome, triumphed 
over the Germans and Blemyes 1 *, and entertained the peo- 
ple, for feveral days together, with all forts of fhews, com- 
bats, and diverfions. 

No foreign nation daring to attempt an invafion, peace 
reigned throughout the whole empire; but this general 
tranquility was foon difturbed by domeftic broils, which 
firft broke out in the Eaft, where Sext. Julius Saturninus, 
as he is ftyled on the ancient coins, was proclaimed empe- 
ror. He was, according to fome, a native of Mauritania, 
according to others, of Gaul, and had diftinguifhed himfelf 
in many wars ; for he is faid to have reftored tranquility to 
Gaul, to have recovered Africa from the Moors, and ap- 
peafed the difturbances that had long prevailed in Spain r * 
The emperor Aurelian had appointed him commander of 
the troops quartered on the frontiers of the eaftern pro- 
vinces, and at the fame time ordered him never to fet foot 
in Egypt, fearing, fays Vopifcus, as he was well acquainted 
with the ambitious temper of the, Gauls, and the ftrong in- 
clination of the Egyptiants to novelty, that he might be 
tempted to affume the fovereignty. Notwith Handing this 
prohibition, Saturninus being led by curiofity to vifit Egypt, 
he no fooner appeared at Alexandra, than he was, by that 
turbulent and reftlefs people, proclaimed emperor. He at 
firft declined that dignity, and, quitting Alexandria, re- 
turned to Paleftine ; but afterwards apprehending, that 
what had already happened might exafperate Probus, and 
occafion his ruin, he fufFered himfelf to be proclaimed em- 
peror, (bedding many tears amidft the acclamations of the 
foldiery and populace 5 . Zonaras writes, that Probus, who 
had a great efteena for him, not believing he had revolted, 
caufed the perfon to be punifhed, who brought him intel- 
ligence of his rebellion. He afterwards wrote feveral kind 
letters to him ; but his foldiers threatening him with death, 
if he complied with the emperor's offers, he was forced to 
reject them. Probus finding his remonftrances ineffectual, 
difpatched fome troops againft him, which, being joined by 

n Pi ab- Vit. p. 240. r Saturn. Vit. p. 244.. Zof. p. 663. 

Goltz, p. 116. Birag. p. 309. B Sat. Vit. p. 249. 
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others in the Eaft, engaged Saturninus, routed him, and 
obliged him to ftielter himfeJf in the citadel of Apamea, 
which they took by ftorm, and put the whole garrifon, to- 
gether with Saturninus, to the fword. The emperor, who 
deligned to pardon him, exprefled great concern for his 
death *. 

In the following year, Meflala and Gratus being confuls, 
two ufurpers appeared in Gaul, namely, Proculus and Bo- 
nofus. The former was a native of Albingaunum, now 
Albenga, fubjeft to the republic of Genoa. His anceftors 
had been famous robbers, and had acquired immenfe 
wealth ; for Proculus is faid to have armed two thoufand 
flaves of his own, when he revolted. In his youth he had 
been himfelf a robber ; but entering afterwards into the 
army, bad fignalized himfelf by many gallant exploits. He 
was tribune, and had the command of feveral legions, when 
he affumed the title of emperor, prompted thereunto chiefly 
by his wife, called firlt Viturgia, and afterwards Sampfo, 
a woman of great ambition, and mafeuline courage ; and 
by the inhabitants of Lions, who had been treated with 
great feverity by Aurelian, and apprehended the like 
ufage from Probus. He was proclaimed emperor at Co- 
logne, and acknowleged, according to Vopifcus, in Nar- 
bonne Gaul, Britain, and Spain. The fame writer tells us, 
that he defeated the Alemanni in feveral battles; but was 
himfelf at laft vanquifhed by Probus, and forced to take 
refuge among the Franks, from whom he pretended to de- 
rive his origin. The Franks offered him afliftance ; but, 
inltead of performing their promife, betrayed him to the 
emperor, by whom he was punifhed as a traitor. 

Bonofus, or, as he is ftyled in the ancient coins, QJBo- 
nohus, was defeended of a Spanifh family, but born in 
Britain. His father kept a public fchool, and taught chil- 
dren the lirft rudiments of the Latin tongue. The fon en- 
tered early into the army, and raifed himfelf from the rank 
of a common foldier to the poft of general, and was em- 
ployed to guard the frontiers of Rhretia; but having fuffer- 
ed the Germans to furprife and burn the Roman fleet on the 
Rhine, the dread of being punifhed for this negleCt induced 
him to alfume the fovereignty, and caufe himfelf to be pro- 
claimed emperor by the troops under his command. He 
maintained himfelf in that dignity longer than was expect- 
ed, and fought feveral battles with Probus ; but, being at 
length reduced to great diflrefs, he chofe rather to ftrangle 
himfelf, than to fall into the hands of the conqueror. 
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The whole empire now enjoyed profound tranquility; all 
domeftic troubles were happily appeafed, and foreign ene- 
mies intimidated by the fame of Probus’s glorious achieve- 
ments. However, that the troops might not abandon 
themfelves to idlenefs, he employed them in many ufeful 
works, faying, that fince they were maintained by the 
people, they ought either to fight or labour for the public. 
As Hannibal therefore, to find fome employment for his 
fol diers, had formerly filled Africa with olive-trees, fo 
Probus, for his valour ftyled a fecond Hannibal, ordered 
his troops to plant vines on the hills of Gaul, Pannonia, 
and Moefia, allowing, fays Vopifcus, the Gauls, Panno- 
nians, Spaniards, and Britons, liberty to cultivate as manv 
vineyards as they pleafed ; a liberty which had been denied 
them ever fince the time of Domitian u . The emperor Ju- 
lian writes, that Probus, during his (hurt reign, either re- 
built or repaired feventy cities w . A.s the city of Sirmium, 
the place of his nativity, ftood in a low marfhy ground, he 
engaged great numbers of his foldiers in digging a canal to 
convey the waters into the lea. This employment incenfed 
them again it him, and their rage was inflamed by the ap- 
prthenfion they were under of being foon dilbanded ; for 
the emperor had faid, that he hoped in a (hort time there 
would be no occafion for foldiers or armies. This profpeft 
they could not bear ; and therefore in the following year, 
when Probus was conful the fifth time with Viftorinus, 
they attacked him with great fury, as he was marching 
from one town in Illyricum to another. The emperor had 
time to retire into an iron tower of an extraordinary height, 
which he himfelf had built, to obferve the foldiers, while 
they were at work. But thither the incenfed multitude pur- 
fued him, and, having eafily Itormed the place, as it was 
defended by the prince alone, difpatched him with many 
wounds, after he had lived fifty, and reigned fix years and 
four months (I). He was, without all doubt, one of the 
belt, as well as greateft princes, that ever reigned*. After 

* Prob ' Vit ' P- Mo. w j u i. Csef. p. 17. x p r ob. 

Vit. p. 241. 
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his death, his family withdrew from Rome, and fettled in 
the neighbourhood of Verona (K). 

Upon the death of Probus, Carus, then captain of the 
praetorian guards, was, by the unanimous confcnt of the 
army, raifed to the empire, as a perfon in every refpeft 
qualified to fucceed fo good a prince, and fo great a war- 
rior. The fenate were fatisfied with the ekdtion of Carus; 
but, dreading the vicious and cruel temper of his fon Cari- 
nus, were unwilling to confirm the choice of the foldiery. 
However, apprehending the power of the army, and defir- 
ous to maintain the peace and tranquility eftablifhed by 
Probus, they at J aft acknowleged Carus, and conferred up- 
on him the ufual titles and honours y . Of his family and 
anceftors we know but very little. Some fay, that he was 
by birth a Roman, but by defeent an Illyrican ; others, that 
he was born in lllyricum, but of Carthaginian parents. In 
a journal quoted by Vopifcus, he is fly led a native of Milan. 
The two Victors, Eutropius, and feveral others, affert he 
was born in Narbonne. The emperor himfelf pretended, 
that his anceftors were originally Romans. He raifed him- 
felf, by degrees, to the chief employments in the ftate, both 
civil and military. Probus, after having employed him in 
inoft of his expeditions, appointed him captain of the 
guards, in which Ration he gained the affections of the 
foldiers to fuch a degree, that, upon the death of this em- 
peror, they all agreed to raife him to the empire. That 
prince entertained a great opinion of the prudence, juftice, 
and integrity of Carus ; as appears from a letter quoted by 
Vopifcus, which he wrote to the fenate in his behalf, defir- 
ing them to reward his eminent ferviccs, by erefting an 
equeftrian ftatue, and building him a houfe at the public 
charge, for which the emperor himfelf promifed to fupply 
the neceffary quantity of marble. 

y Car. Vi t. p. 243, 249. 


(K) Under Probus fiouriflied 
T urdulus (jail icanus, who wrote 
a kind of journal, often quoted 
by Vopifcus in his life of Pro- 
bus, who ftyles the author of it 
a man of honour and finceri- 
ty(i). He likewife cites M. 
Salvidienus, from whom he 
copied the fpeech made by 


Saturninus, when he put on the 
purple, and aflumed the title of 
emperor (2). Ouefimus pub- 
lilhed the life of Probus, writ- 
ten, according to Vopifcus, 
with great exadtnefs (3), and 
likewife that of the emperor 
Carus (4). 
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Carus was no fooner fettled in th£ empire, than he be- 
llowed the title of Csefar on his two Tons Carinus and Nu- 
merianus, of whom the former was a youth abandoned to 
all manner of wickednefs, and the latter endowed with every 
good quality requifite in a prince. Some writers pretend, 
that at the fame time he declared them his partners in the 
empire, giving them equal power and authority with him- 
felf ; but on the medals of the year 282, the firft of Carus’s 
rei^n, his two fons are only ftyled Csefars z . The Sarma- 
tians were no fooner informed of the death of Probus than 
they burft into lllyricum and Thrace, over-ran thofe coun- 
tries, and threatened Italy itfelf. In confequence of this 
invafinn, Carus, drawing together his forces, marched 
againfl the Barbarians j and coming to a general engage- 
ment, cut fixteen thoufand of them in pieces, took twenty 
thou land prifoners, and obliged the reft to abandon the 
Roman dominions, and retire into their own country. Thi- 
ther he would have purfued them, had he not been apprifed, 
that the Perfians were ready to invade the caftern provinces 
with a numerous army, under the conduct of their king 
Varranes II. a warlike prince, who had lately fignalized 
himfelf againft the Segetani, and entirely reduced that brave 
and powerful people. Upon this intelligence, Carus com- 
mitting the care of the weftern provinces to his eldeft foil 
Carinus, and taking with him Numerianus, left Thrace, 
and, crofting over into Afia, marched immediately to An- 
tioch, and thence into Mcfopotamia which the Perfians, 
who, it leems, had already feized that province, abandoned 
at his approach, from Mefopotamia he advanced into Per- 
fia ; laid waftc the country to a great extent ; and, meet- 
ing with no oppofition, as the Perfians were then engaged 
in a civil war, he befieged and took the famous cities of Se- 
leucia and Ctefiphon, with Cochc, which was a place of 
great ftrength on the other fide the Tigris, and, as it were, 
the citadel of Ctciiphon a . For thefe conquefts he aflumed 
the furname of Perficus, which we read on 1110ft of his 
coins b . He was determined upon utterly ruining the Per- 
fran monarchy, and would, in all likelihood, have fucceed- 
ed in that great defign, the Perfians being then divided 
among themfelves, had he not been prevented by death, 
which overtook him in the neighbourhood of Ctefiphon, 
while he was preparing to purfue his conquefts beyond that 
city ; contrary to the injunction of an ancient oracle. He 
reigned, according to the moft probable opinion, a year. 


1 Birag, p, 44 6. * Car. Vit. p , 

ca P- 5- b Spanh. lib* v. p, 4 i 9 . 3 


Greg. Kaz. Orat. iv. 
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and four months. He was conful when he died, and had 
his fon Carinus for his colleague in that dignity. 

Upon the death of Carus, Numerianus was immediately 
faluted by the whole army with the title of emperor. As to 
his other fon, Carinus, he was then in Gaul, and had been 
raifed by his father to the fovereignty before he engaged in 
the Perfian war. Numerianus, grieved beyond expreilion 
for the death of his father, broke up his camp, and began 
to retire. As his eyes, weakened by the great quantity of 
tears he had fhed, could not bear the light, he caufed him- 
felf to be carried in a clofe litter. Arrius Aper, his father- 
in-law, and captain of the guards, who had free accefs to 
him, took that opportunity to murder him privately, with 
a defign to raife himfelf to the empire. The body of the 
deceafed prince he left in the litter, telling the foldiers, who 
wanted to fee their emperor, that he could not endure the 
air, and endeavouring in the mean time to gain them over 
to his own intereft. The dead body was thus carried three 
days ; but as it began to be offenfive to the fmell, the crime 
was difeovered fooner than Aper expected, and he was im- 
mediately feized, no one doubting but he was the author of 
the murder. 

Upon the death of Numerianus, the army with one voice 
proclaimed Dioclefian emperor. Such was the unhappy end 
of Numerianus after he had reigned about eight months. 
He was killed near Heraclea in Thrace. All the ancients 
fpeak of him as a prince endowed with every good quality 
becoming a perfon of his rank (L). 

Dioclefian was defeended of a mean and obfeure family 
in Dalmatia, being, according to fome, the fon of a notary ; 
and of a {lave, according to others. Victor the younger 
relates, that he was himfelf, in his youth. Have to a fenator, 
named Anulinus, who afterwards gave him his liberty c . 
The name, both of his mother, and the place of his birth, 
was Dioclea ; whence he was called Diodes, till his accef- 
fion to the empire, when he gave his name a Latin found 

c Vift. Epit. p. 542. 

(L) He was an excellent ora- far, the moll eloquent orator ot 
tor, and is faid to have once lent his age.” In poetry he far 
fuch an eloquent fpeech to the furpafled all the writers of his 
fenate, that a flatue was decreed time, and left feveral pieces, 
him, to be eredted in the UL both in verfe and profe, which 
pian library, with this inferip- were highly extolled by the 
tion, “ To Numerianus Ca- learned (i). 
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and termination, calling himfelf Dioclefianus. He entered 
early into the army, and raifed himfelf to the firft military 
employments (M). Dioclefian fervedwith great credit un- 
der Probus, who preferred him to the command of the 
troops quartered in Moefia d . He attended Cams in his ex- 
pedition againft the Perfians, and diftinguifhed himfelf in 
that war. Syncellus tells us, that he was raifed by that 
prince to the confulfhip c . He had, at the time of Nume- 
rianus’s death, the command of the guards that attended 
the emperor's perfon, and were fuperior in rank to the prae- 
torian guards, as we have obferved above. He was a great 
mailer of civil affairs, ready at forefeeing events, dextrous 
at concerting fchemes, naturally inclined to violent mea- 
fures, but at the fame time mailer of his temper ; an ene- 
my to all ufelefs expence, and a great encourager of learn- 
ing, though from his youth he had been brought up in the 
camp, and had never applied himfelf to any ftudy but that 
of the military art, in the knowlege of which he was equal 
to the famous commanders of ancient times F . He was, 
according to Eutropius, naturally covetous, and determin- 
ed upon amalTmg riches by any means whatever 5. By his 
wife Prifia he had a daughter, named Galeria Valeria, who 
was married to Maximinus Galerius, but proved barren h . 

Dioclefian, being, by the unanimous confent of the ar- 
my, proclaimed emperor, afcended the tribunal ; and, af- 
ter having harangued the foldiers, and folemnly declared, 
upon oath, that he had not been accelfory or privy to the 
death of Numcrianus, he caufed Aper to be feized, re- 
proached him in bitter terms with the murder of his prince 
and fon-in-law, and Lhen, defeending from the tribunal, 
drew his fword, and buried it in his bread, faying, “ You 
fhall have the honour, Aper, to fall by an illuftrious hand.” 
The new emperor would not have begun his reign with an 
a£lion that favoured of cruelty, had it not been to fulfil 

d Zonnr. tom. ii. p. 243. e Syncel. p. 387. f Prnb. 

Vit. p. 241. Macrin. Vir. p. 96. Carin. Vir. p. 1 ci. g Eutrop. 

P- h Birag. p.444. 

(M) We arc told, that, while 
he yet ferved in an inferior pod, 
a Druid woman, in vvliofe houfe 
he lodged, upbraided him with 
covetoufnefs, he anfwered her 
in jed, “ I fhall be more ge- 
nerous when I am emperor.” 

“ You arc joking, Diodes, 

(*) Car. Vit, p . 25 *. 

the 


(replied the Druid), but I tell 
you in good earned, that you 
will attain the empire after you 
have killed a boar.” This is 
fuppofed to have happened in 
the city of Tongres, in the 
prefent biftioprick of Liege ( 2 ). 
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the prophecy of the Druid, the word apcr fignifying in the 
Latin tongue a buar\ whence, in feeing Aper fall, he cried 
out, ff I have at length killed the fatal boar.” Dioclefian 
was proclaimed emperor at Chalcedon, on the feventeenth 
of September, of the year 284, which epoch is the more 
remarkable, as it is the beginning of a new sera, called. The ar a of 
the sera of Dioclefian, and fometim^, the aera of martyrs, ^iociefan t 
which for many ages obtained in the church, and is ftill in 
ufe amongft the Cophts in Egypt, the Abyffinians, and fome 
other African nations. The firft year of this sera begins 
with the Egyptian year, on the twenty-ninth of Auguft 284 K 

Dioclefian made his public entry into Nicomedia on the 
twenty-feventh of September, of this year ; and employed 
the remaining months in making the necefTary preparations 
to oppofe Carinas, who, hearing of his brother's death, and 
the affumption of Dioclefian, had left Gaul, and was march- 
ing, at the head of a powerful army, into Illyricum. The 
following year Carinus entered on his third confulfhip, 
having Ariftobulus. his captain of the guards, for his col- 
league ; and, arriving in Venetia, overcame and flew Ju- 
lianus, governor of that province, who had caufcd himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor. Elated with this vitfory, he 
advanced into Illyricum, where he fought feveral battles 
with Dioclefian, whom he entirely defeated in a general 
engagement near Margum, a city on the Danube in Upper The death 
Maefia; but while he was purluing the enemy, he was °fC*™**' 
killed by fome of his own men, excited againft him by a 
tribune, whofe wife he had debauched. Such is the ac- 
count given by Aurelius Victor : but Eutropius aflerts, that 
he was betrayed by his own army, and killed by Diocle- 
fian k . Be that as it will, Dioclefian, finding himfelf, by 
the death of his rival, foie matter of the empire, marched 
to Rome ; and, having eftablifhed his authority there, vi- 
fited Germany, where he gained feveral advantages over 
the Alemanni, who had made an irruption into Gaul. The 
fame year his generals fought with fuccefs againft the inha- 
bitants of Britain, who, it feems, had attempted to Ihakc 
off the yoke. For thefe victories he affumed the furnames 
of Germanicus and Britannicus. From Germany he re- 
turned through Illyricum into the Eaft ; for he was at Sir- 
mium on the firft day of the following year and at Nico- 
media on the twenty-firft of January. The next confuls 
were Junius Maximus the fecond time, and. Vettius Aqui- 
linus. 

1 Eutych. p. 585. Aur, Vi6h p. 514. k Eutrop. p. 585- 

1 Cod. Judin, lib. vi. Tit. tii leg. 6. p. 331. 
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In the courfe of this year Dioclefian took Maximian, ftyl- 
ed on the ancient coins M- Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, 
for his colleague, and partner in the empire. Maximian 
was born of obfcure parents, in a village near Sirmium in 
Pannonia ; but entering early into the army, had fignalized 
himfelf by many gallant actions, and was efteemed one of 
the bell commanders w of his time. All the ancients paint 
him as a man of a ifSoft cruel and favage temper, and ad- 
dicted to all manner of wickednefs ; but, at the fame time, 
extol his courage, his experience in military affairs, and his 
inviolable attachment to Dioclefian, with whom he had 
lived many years in great friendfhip. The emperor, there- 
fore, who had no iflue male, and repofed an entire confi- 
dence in Maximian, chofe him for his partner in the em- 
pire, vefted him with the tribunitial and proconfular power, 
and honoured him with the title of Auguftus (N). Aure- 
lius Viftor writes, that Dioclefian was induced to fhare the 
empire with Maximian, chiefly by the difturbances which 
happened this year in Gaul, where two commanders, Aldus 
Pomponius Adianus, and Cn. Salvius Amandus, having 
afTembled a great number of vagabonds, robbers, and pea- 
fants, proclaimed themfelves emperors. 

Maximian, leaving Dioclefian in Nicomedia, haftened 
into Gaul; and, with the troops quartered in that pro- 
vince, defeated the rebels, and reftored the province to its 
former tranquility m . While Maximian was employed 
againft the rebels in Gaul, Dioclefian was making great 
preparations in the Eaft, in order to recover Mefopotamia 
from the Perfians, who, after the death of Carinus, had 
feized that province. But Varanes II. king of Perfla, chofe 
rather to reftore what he had taken from the Romans, than 
engage in a war which he apprehended would prove long 
and dangerous". Mention is made of fome advantages 
gained this year by Dioclefian over the Saracens. He was 
the latt day of this year at Tiberias in Paleftine, as appears 
from the date of fame laws in the Code. From Paleftine 
he patTed into Pannonia ■ ; but what called him into that 
province, or wdiat he performed there, we cannot learn. 
Maximian was attacked in Gaul by the Alemanni, the Bur- 
gundians, the Heruli, whom Bucherius places on the coalts 
of the Baltic fea, and by feveral other barbarous nations, 

™ Aur. Vift. p. 514, n p an egyr. oral. x. p. 125 — 132. 

" Cod. Juft. lib. v. tit 42. leg. 3, p. 4S7. 

(N)^ Maximian had by hig ufurped the empire at Rome, 
Vvile Galeria Valeria Eutropia, and Faufla, the wife of Con- 
bom in Syria } Maxentius, who flantine the Great. 

who 
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who were all fubdued and deftroyed, either by the fword 
or by famine., Mamertinus, in his panegyric upon this 
prince, tells us, that of fuch an immenfe multitude not 
one was left alive to carry back the news of their overthrow. 

In the fame year Caraufius, a native of Gaul, having, 
by Maximian’s orders, built a fleet at Boulogne, gained 
great advantages over the Franks and Saxons, who infefted 
the feas with piracies ; and, in feveral engagements by 
land, made a dreadful havock of the German nations that 
had invaded Celtic Gaul. However, as he applied to his 
own ufe the booty which he had taken from the Barbarians, 
inftead of returning it to the proprietors, Maximian refolv- 
ed to put him to death : but Caraufius having , timely no- 
tice of his defign, failed to Britain with the fleet under his 
command ; and taking upon him the title of emperor, was Jnw Bri - 
acknowleged by all the troops quartered in that ifland p. taln ' 

He afterwards built a great number of veflels, levied new 
forces, called the Barbarians from the continent to his 
afliftance, and by in ft ruffing them how to work their (hips, 
and fight by fea, maintained himfelf a long time in poflef- 
fion of the ifland, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of Maximian. 

In the following year Maximian was conful the fecond Yr. of FI, 
time with Januarius. Mamertinus, his panegyrift, relates, a 6 3 6 - 
that on the firft day of his confulfhip, news being brought 
to Treves, that the Barbarians had made an irruption into ‘ 1 0 3 6 " 

Gaul, and were but a fmall diftance from that city, he im- 
mediately quitted his confular robes, put on his armour, 
and, mounting his horfe, marched againfl the enemy, de- 
feated them with horrid (laughter, and the fame day re- 
entered Treves in triumph 1. Soon after he crofled the 
Rhine, and entering Germany, laid wafte the enemy’s 
country, took a great number of captives, and returned to 
Gaul loaded with booty. 
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into the Franks, that two of their kings, Atec and Geno- 
baud, fubmitted, befeeching him to confirm them in their 
refpe&ive kingdoms'. Dioclefian likewife entered Ger- 
many this year on the fide of Rhretia, and is faid to have 
extended the bounds of the empire to the fprings of the 
Danube. 

Next year, Baflus being conful the fecond time with 
Qumtianus, Claudius Mamertinus pronounced his famous 
panegyric on the emperor Maximian in the city of Treves, 
the emperor himfelf being prefent. As he was then affemb- 
l ,n g, on the coaft of Gaul, the fhips which he had caufed 
t o be built in different ports, with a defign to attack Ca- 

q Pinegyr. p, 1*5. & 
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rauGus in Britain, his panegyrift promifes him certain vic^ 
tory ovei; that rebel. But it happened quite otherwife ; 
for Caraufius’s men, who had been trained' to the fea-fer- 
vice, eafily repulfed thofe who had been fent againft them, 
difperfed the emperor's fleet, and drove them on the coaft of 
Gaul, where mofl; of the veflels were dalhed in pieces. Maxi- 
mian, to cover the difgrace of this defeat, pretended that 
the fea had not proved favourable to him, and that he only 
put off the war to a more clement feafon. hi the mean 
time he negociated a treaty with Cara u fius, wherein it was 
concluded, that he fhould enjoy the government of Britain, 
as the more proper perfon, on account of his fkill in fca- 
afhiirs, to defend the ifland againft the invafions of the Bar- 
barians 5 ' Oh Thus was Britain, by treaty, ceded to Ca- 
r au fins, who governed it, with the title of emperor, for the 
fpace of fix or feven years. Our authors maintain, that he 
repaired and fortified the wall of Severus, and gained fome 
advantages over the Barbarians. At this period Diocie- 
fian gained a complete victory over the Sarmatians, the 
Vithungae, or rather Juthungx, and the Quadi f . Eume- 
nius writes, that the whole nation of the harmatians was 
cut off, and the province of Dacia, w hich they had feized, 
re-united to the empire. For thefe victories Dioclefian 
aflurned the furnamc of Sarmaticus, as appears from feveral 
ancient coins and inferiptions 11 . 

The next confuls were Dioclefian the fourth time, ancl 
Maximian the third. The former gained fome confiderable 
advantages over the Saracens this year; then, leaving the 
caftern provinces, returned to lllyricum, and from Illyri- 
cum entered Italy by the Alpes Julia;, in the depth of win- 
ter. Maximian at the fame time left Gaul, and palling the 
Alpes Cottiae, met Dioclefian at Milan, where the twp 
emperors held feveral private conferences, and then return- 
ed to their refpeftive armies (for they came attended only 
by a fmall guard) ; but were received in all the cities 
through which they palled, with the greatelt demonftra- 
tions of joy. 

Tiberianus and Dio, the foil, or rather gnndfon, as is 
conje&uied, of the celebrated hitlorian, being confuls the 
following year, a bloody war raged among the Barbarians, 


8 Eutrop. p. 586. Aur. Vift. p. c 2 c. 
u Birag, p. 4x6. 


1 Pancg. xi. p. 131, 133. 
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both in the North and in Africa. The Goths having van- 
quifhed the Burgundians dwelling on the banks of the Da- 
nube, were refolved upon utterly extirpating that rival na- 
tion ; but the Burgundians were powerfully fupported by 
the Alani, and the Tervingse. Another Gothic nation, en- 
tering into a confederacy with the Taifals, declared war 
againft the Vandals and the Gapidse. In Africa the Ble- 
myes were engaged in hoftilities with the Ethiopians, and 
the Moors plunged in a civil war. Neither was Perfia ex- 
empt from inteftine difturbances, raifed by Hormifda, who 
revolting from his brother Varranes II. endeavoured to ex- 
pel him the throne, andfeize it for himfelf, being fupport- 
ed in his unjuft pretenfions by feveral Perfian lords and 
fome foreign nations w . 

The Barbarians being thus diverted from making inroads 
into the empire, all the provinces fubjeft to Rome en- 
joyed profound tranquility, which, however, was but fhort- 
lived, for next year, when Annibalianus and Afclepiodotus 
were confuls, the empire was in great danger of being torn 
in pieces by foreign as well as domeftic enemies. Caraufius The empire 
ftill held Britain the Perfians, delivered from their domeftic threa * e ”* d 
broils, broke into Mefopotamia, and threatened Syria ; 091 a 1 et ' 
the Quinquegentiani, perhaps fo called becaufe they con- 
fided of five nations, joined in confederacy againft the Ro- 
mans, and over-run Africa; M. Aurelius Julianus revolted 
in Italy, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor ; the 
fame title was affumed at Alexandria in Egypt by Achil- 
leus, ftyled on his coins L. Epidius Achilleus*. The two 
emperors, alarmed at the danger which threatened the em- 
pire, refolved to ftrengthen their intereft with the afliftance 
of others, and to name each of them a Csefar, Who fhould 
fucceed them in the empire, and jointly defend the Roman 
dominions both againft foreign invaders and domeftic ufur- 
pers. Purfuant to this refolution and agreement Dioclefian The two 
chofe Maximinus Galerius, and Maximian pitched upon e ™P er <>rs 
Conftantius, furnamed Chlorus ; who were each of them C c °°l e tW9 
veiled with the tribunitial and proconfular power, and ho- a 
noured with the titles of Emperor, Father of their Country, 
and High Pontiff, which had hitherto been peculiar to the 
fovereign y . The two emperors, the better to cement the 
union between them and their Csefars, obliged them to re- 
pudiate their wives, and ally themfelves to the imperial fa- 
milies. Conftantius married Theodora, daughter-in-law to 

w Paneg. n. p. 131— 1 37. * Aur. Vift. epit. p, 51*. Eutrop. 

P- 5 b 5 - y Grut. p, 166, Eufeb, lib, viii. cap. 17. p. 315. 
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Maxipnian ; and Galerius efpoufed Valeria, the daughter 
of Dioclefian. 

After the nomination of the two Cxfars, the empire was 
divided into four parts : Dioclefian chofe the countries be- 
yond the /Egsean fea ■, Thrace and lllyricum were allotted 
to Galerius ; Italy and Africa, with the adjacent iflands, to 
Maximian \ and Gaul, Britain, and Spain, with Mauritania 
Tingitana, to Conftantius. 

Each of thefe princes governed the provinces that fell to 
his {hare with abfolute authority j but the other three paid 
great deference to Dioclefian, acknowleging themfelves in- 
debted to him for the power they enjoyed, and revering 
him as their common father. An entire union and concord 
reigned among them, each carefully avoiding to affume any 
fuperiority over the reft, or to give the leaft motive of jea- 
loufy or umbrage to his colleagues From this time the 
empire continued almoft conilantly divided ; but each em- 
peror was coulidered as mafter of the whole. Hence, to 
the laws which any of them enafted, were always pre- 
fixed the names of his colleagues ; and likewife to all the 
requefts and petitions that were prefented to them. As 
each of the four fovereigns infilled upon having as many 
officers, both civil and military, and the fame number of 
forces, as had been maintained by tbe ftate when governed 
only by one emperor, there were more foldiers to pay, than 
people to lupply the neceflaiy fums. Hence the taxes and 
impofts were increafed beyond meafure, the inhabitants in 
the feveral piovinces reduced to beggary, and the lands left 
untilled. In proportion as the people grew lefs able to pay 
the heavy taxes, the number of the officers was increafed 
to exaft them by force. Thus was the empire greatly 
weakened, and almoft ruined. Italy itfelf, which had hi- 
therto only fupplied the court, and the troops attending it 
with provifions, was obliged to fubmit to the fame tribute 
that was exadled from the other provinces a . 

Galeiius, whom Dioclefian raifed to the dignity of Cae- 
far, is ftyled on mod of his coins, Caius Galerius Valerius 
Maximianus. He was born in a village near kSardica, the 
metropolis of New Dacia *, his mother Romula having re- 
tired thither Irom Old Dacia, or Dacia beyond the Danube, 
when that country was over-run by the Carpi. Galerius, 
in honour of his mother, gave afterwards the name of Ro- 
mulianum to the place of his nativity b . As Romula was 

* Eufeb. Jib* viii. cap. 17. p p 3 i 5 . Vitf. p. 524. 3 Aur. 

vift p. 5U„ b £ UCl0 p. y sSlt 
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a profefled enemy to the Chriftians, fhe infpired her fon 
with the fame hatred; and this chiefly occafioned the 
bloody perfecution which raged in the latter end of Dio- 
clefian’s reign. Galerius was defcended of an obfcure fa- 
mily ; for both he and his filter’s fon Maximinus, whom 
he afterwards created Cwfar, are faid to have been in their 
youth cow-herds : whence Galerius was nick-named Ar- 
mentarius, from the Latin word armentum , fignifying 4 
drove of cattle . He was a perfon totally illiterate ; but ne- 
verthelefs raifed himfelf, from the mean condition of a 
common foldier, to the chief polls in the army, having 
given fignal proofs of his valour and conduct under the 
emperors Aurelian and Probus c (P). He had no children 
by Valeria, the daughter of Dioclefian ; but a fon, named 
Candidianus, by a concubine, and a daughter by his former 
wife, who was married to Maxentius, the fon of Maxi- 
mian d . Of Conllantius, the other Caefar, we (hall fpeak 
in a more proper place. Galerius was no fooner created 
Cxfar, than he marched, with all the troops he could af- 
femble, againft the Barbarians in the neighbourhood of the 
Danube and Illyricum ; but performed nothing, either in 
this or the three following years, againlt the enemies 
of Rome, which hiftorians have judged worth tranf- 
mitting to poflerity. He caufed feveral large forelts to be 
grubbed up in Lower Pannonia, and a lake to be dif- 
charged into the Danube ; by which means he gained a 
new province, which, from his wife’s name, he ftyled Va- 
leria, lying between the Danube and the Draw, and known 
in future ages by the name of Pannonia Secunda e . Maxi- 
mian patted this year over into Africa ; where he gained 
a complete victory over the Quinquegentiani, and reduced 
Julianus (who had ufurped the title of emperor in Italy, as 
we have hinted above, and afterwards crotted over into 
Africa) to fuch difficulties, that he difpatched himfelf by 
falling on his own fword f . 

Conllantius was no fooner veiled with his new dignity, 
than he haftened into Gaul ; and arriving at Gettoriacum, 

c Aur. Vift. Epit. p. 543. d La£L Perf. p. 401. 44. 19 16. 

c Aur. Vift. p. 5x5, 5x6. Baudran. p. 303. f Panegyr, 7, 8. 

p. 93, 105, 108. 

(P) Laftantius reckons him to cruelty, and a declared enemy 
amongft the worft emperors, to learning and men of let- 
abandoned to all manner of ters(i). 
wickednefs, naturally inclined 

(1) La£t. Perf cap. 9. p. 8. 
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now Roulogne 9 which was defended by the troops of Ca.^ 
rauGus, inverted the place, and blocked up the haven with 
huge beams driven into the ground at the entrance, and 
heaps of great ftones like a rampart. The garrifon being 
by this mole prevented from returning into Britain, and 
deprived of all hopes of relief, fubmitted to Conftantius, 
and were incorporated among his troops : but the mole, 
which had continued firm for feveral days, was entirely de- 
ffroyed by the firft tide after the furrender of the city. 
Conftantius, notwithftanding the reduction of that import- 
ant place, did not yet attempt the recovery of Britain, not 
thinking himfelf furnifhed with a fufficient number of fhips 
for fo great an undertaking. In the following year, Dio- 
clefian being conful the fifth time, and Maximian the 
fourth, Caraufiuswas treacheroufly murdered by AJleflus, 
bis bofom-friend and prime minifter, who ufurped the 
government, and proclaimed himfelf emperor g . Conftan- 
tius, while his fleet was preparing in the ports on the ocean 
for the Britifh expedition, cleared BaLavia of the Franks, 
who had feized on that country j and tranfplanted them, 
with then wives and children, into other parts of the em- 
pire that were deititute of inhabitants, obliging them to 
till the ground, to pay tribute, and fupply, when required, 
a certain number of troops h ( QJ. 


R ^- lUro P- P- 5^6. h Panegyr. 1. 3. 7, 8. p. 3. 47. 93. 104, 

ICu, jO ; . 


( Q_) Eumenius, the pane- 
gyr.ll, tells us, thar Conftantius 
performed many exploits before 
he attempt'd the reduction of 
Britain ; that he exterminated 
le v era 1 baroavo us nations ; ex- 
tended the limits of the empire, 
relieved many provinces ; pil- 
laged and laid ivafte Germany 
rroin the Rhine to the Danube; 
and took the king of a very 
neice and warlike nation pri- 
loner. He refloved to its 
ancient iplendour the city of 
Augiilloilunuiii, now Autun, 
"hi eh had been aim oft ruined 
by Tctricus, for having revolt- 
ed from him, and invited the 
emperor Claudius into Gaul. 

CO Pantgvr. 6. 8, 


The temples, baths, and othei 
public edifices, nay even moil of 
the houfes belonging to private 
perfons were, at an immenfe 
charge, rebuilt by Conflantius, 
who moreover embellifhed the 
city with magnificent aque- 
ducts, fupplied it with plenty of 
water, tranfplanted thither the 
mofl confpicuous families in the 
other provinces, prevailed upon 
the famous orator Eumenius, 
who was himfelf a native of the 
place, to take upon him the 
charge of educating and in- 
fli lifting their youth, and in 
fhort did all that lay in his power 
to raife Autun above all the 
other cities of Gaul (1). 

■ P* 85, 112, ,i 4 , 


Two 



57 


The Roman Hiflory . 

Two ftrong caftles were built by Galerius on the Danube, 
in the country of the Sarmatiana ; one oppofite Acincum, 
or Aquincum, now Strigonium, or Gran, in Lower Hun- 
gary j the other facing Bononia, which ftood between the 
Draw and Save, and is at prefent known by the name of 
Bonmoftor. From the date of feveral laws, publifhed this 
and the preceding year, it appears, that Dioclefian fpent 
them both in Illyricum and Thrace, which provinces be- 
longed to Galerius, whom perhaps he was come to aflift 
againft the Barbarians on the other fide of the Danube : in 
the fame manner we fhall fee Maximian enter Gaul to de- 
fend that province againft the incurfions of the Barbarians, 
while Conftantius was employed in Britain. The Carpi, 
after having long maintained themfelves in fpite of the ut- 
moft efforts of the Roman emperors, were at length entirely 
reduced by Galerius, and by Dioclefian tranfplanted into 
the territories of the empire, chiefly into Pannonia l . Dio- 
clefian being conful the fixth time, and Conftantius the fe- 
cond, in the year 296, the latter, after three years prepa- Conjlatittus 
rations, undertook at length the reduction of Britain. invades 

Having equipped two fleets on different parts of the coaft Britain, 
of Gaul, he gave the command of one to Afclepiodotus, 
his praetorian prefect, and failed in perfon with the other 
from Gefforiacum, now Boulogne. Allettus likewife di- 
vided his navy, Rationing one fquadron at the ifle of Wight, 
to obferve the motions of Afclepiodotus, whilft he himfelf 
with the other remained upon the coaft of Kent, ready to 
oppnfe Conftantius. Both the fleets of Conftantius feemed 
to have failed about the fame time for the coaft of Britain. 

That under Afclepiodotus palling by the fquadron of Al- 
le dlus off the lfle of Wight in a thick fog which prevented 
their being deferied, landed without oppofition, and their 
commander ordered the Chips to be burnt, that the troops 
might have no refource but their valour. Alledtus was no 
fooner apprifed of his landing than he haftened to the place 
where the danger feemed moft prelling ; fo that Conftan- 
tius landed without oppofition, and was received as a deli- 
verer by the Britons, who had been grievoufly oppreffed. 

Mean while Alledlus diftrufting the Roman troops under Alle&us 
his command, marched with the auxiliaries only againft defeated 
Afclepiodotus, and hazarding a battle was entirely defeated. an dfaiti t 
He himfelf was overtaken in his flight, and having quitted 
the imperial ornaments that he might efcape notice, was 
nain before his rank was difeovered. A body of Franks, 
however, reached London unbroke, in hopes of being able 

P- 105- 107. Jorn. rer. Goth. cap. 16. p. 634. Aur. 
ict. p. 5x5, Eutrop. p. 586. A mini an, lib. xxviii, p. 357. 
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to pillage the city, and retire with their booty by Tea : but 
they were anticipated by fome of the (hips of Conftantius, 
which had been driven into the Thames by ftrefs of wea- 
ther. The troops on board of thefe fhips not only protect- 
ed the city; but falling upon the Barbarians, routed them 
with great daughter. Thus were the troubles of Bri- 
tain appeafed, and the province reduced to obedience 
after a rebellion of ten years. Conftantius, who was a 
mild and merciful prince, made the nobleft ufe of this vic- 
tory : he ftudied to relieve the people after the long op- 
preflion they had undergone ; he ordered reftitution to be 
made to thofe who had been unjuftly deprived of their 
eftates ; law, order, and fecurity were re-eftabliflied ; and 
even the guilty experienced the generofity of the conqueror. 
He publiihed a general amnefty, and peace was reftored 
through every part of the iiland. 

Conftantius, having fettled affairs in Britain, returned to 
Gaul ; and, tranfplanting great numbers of Franks into 
that province, peopled the countries of Amiens, Beauvois, 
Troies, and Langres, which were almoft deftitute of inha- 
bitants, obliging the new-comers to cultivate the lands, to 
pay the ufual tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with 
a certain number of troops k - The fame year Dioclefian 
recovered Egypt from Achilleus, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor, and held that province for the 
fpace of near fix years l . Dioclefian marched againft him 
in perfon, overcame him without much difficulty, and pu- 
nifhed him with death (R). 

The fucceeding confuls were Maximianus the fifth time, 
and Galerius the fecond. The former, quitting Gaul upon 
* r . Ietuni of Conftantius from Britain, crofTed over into 
Africa, routed the armies of the rebellious Moors, befieged 
their caftles and ftrong-holds, drove them from their moun- 
tains and rocks, which they had hitherto deemed impreg- 
nable ; and having obliged them to lay down their arms, 
an iurrender at diferetion, tranfplanted them into other 


» aid. i^er. rranc. 




(R) Conftantine, the Ton of 
Conflantius, attended Diocle- 
fian in this war; for Eufebius 
tells us, that he faw him as he 
gaffed with the emperor through 
Pal*lline (,). The cities of 
Copt os and Bufiris in Thebais, 

(1) Eufeb. Vit. ConfUnt. lib. i. 
Chronograph. p. 4j 6. ^ 


p. 15. 


1 Birag. p. 430. 


having Tided in this war with 
Achilleus, were utterly ruined 
by Dioclefian (2). Eumenius 
tells us, that the victories gained 
by Dioclefian in Egypt ftruck 
terror into the Indians and Ethi- 
opians (3). 


cap. 19. p. 4,7. 

Paneg. 8. p, 105. 


(1) Theoph* 


coun- 
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countries m . The fame year Narfes, king of Perfia, en- 
vying the glory of LSapor, who had defeated the Roman ar- 
mies, and taken the emperor himfelf prifoner, entered Ar- 
menia at the head of a powerful army; and, having quickly 
reduced that kingdom, advanced into Mefopotamia. Dio- 
clefian, intimidated by the misfortune that had befallen 
the unhappy Valerian, inftead of advancing agauift him in 
perfon, withdrew into Egypt, committing the whole ma- 
nagement of that dangerous war to Galerius, whom he or- 
dered to leave Illyricum immediately, and march into Me- 
fopotamia, to oppofe the attempts of the Perfian monarch. 

Galerius flew to Mefopotamia, and meeting the Peifians 
between Callinicum and Carrhae, engaged their numerous 
army with a fmall body of troops. The battle lafted fome Galerius 
hours ; but in the end the Romans, overpowered with num- defeated bj 
bers, were forced to give ground, and fave themfelves Narfes 
by flight. Galdrius hurried to Dioclefian, to give him kin S °f 
an account of the difafter, and confult about the molt ?ir f la - 
proper meafures to prevent the evil confequences that might 
attend it. The emperor, who at his arrival was taking the 
air in the fields, received him with the greateft contempt, 
and fuflered him, attired as he was with the purple, to 
walk one, or, as others write, feveral miles by his chariot 
This affront, inftead of difheartening Galerius, infpiredhim 
with an eager defire of wiping off' the difgrace of his late 
defeat. Having therefore, with much difficulty, obtained 
Dioclefian’s confent to raife another army, he alTembled all 
the troops in Illyricum and Moefia; raifed new levies; and 
in a fhort time entered Armenia with a confiderablc army. 

All authors agree, that Galerius, in this war, performed 
all that could be expected from a brave foldier and expe- 
rienced commander : he even went in perfon, attended 
only by two horfemen, to reconnoitre the enemy, aHuming 
the character of a deputy fentby the Roman emperor to the 
Perfian monarch. 

Having thus viewed the enemy’s camp and works, he at- Narfes ut - 
tacked them fo vigoroufly, and conducted the whole a£tion terly de- 
with fuch prudence and addrefs, that only with twenty-five f gate ^ 
thoufand men he forced their intrenchments, though de- 
fended by an innumerable multitude, cut above twenty Urius, 
thoufand of them in pieces, took an immenfe booty, and 
an incredible number of prifoners, among whom were the 
king’s wives, lifters, and children, together with a great 

m Paneg. 8. p. 105 — 108. n Aur. Vift. p. cic. Jul. Oral. i. 

P- 3*- Ammian. lib. xiv. p, Z 7 . 
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many perfons of the firft rank 0 . Galerius treated the prin- 
cefies with great refpeft, and would not fuffer the lead af- 
front to be offered to them ; a circumftance which feemed 
fo furprifing to the Perfians, that they owned themfelves as 
much inferior to the Romans in chaftity as in valour. Eu- 
tropius relates, that Licinius, afterwards emperor, fina- 
lized himfelf on this occafion. Narfes, who was prefent 
at this battle, and, according to Zonaras, wounded in the 
beginning of the engagement, fled with the reft, and took 
fhelter in the moft remote deferts of his kingdom; whence 
he fent Apharban, one of his chief favourites, to conclude 
a peace with the Romans upon any terms. Apharban, in 
the moll fubmifllve manner, entreated the conqueror not to 
deftroy the Perfian empire, but to ufe his fuccefs with mo- 
deration, which, he faid, would gain him greater reputa- 
tion and fame than the victory itfelf. The conditions of 
the peace he left entirely to him ; and only begged, in his 
nufter’s name, that, mindful of the generofity which in 
all ages I) ad been peculiar to the Romans, he would add 
to the obligations which he already owed him for treating 
hie wives and children with fuch humanity, that of reftor- 
ing them to their former condition. Galerius replied, that 
it ill became the Perfians to expert moderation in others, 
after they had in fuch an infamous manner abufed their 
victory, in treating their illuftrious captive Valerian like 
the meaneft of their flaves, nay, worfe than their beafts of 
burden. u However, as it is beneath a Roman (added he), 
to retaliate fuch indignities, and we are taught to fparc 
thofe who fubmit, and humble fuch as oppofe us, let your 
matter know, that he may perhaps foon have the pleafure 
of feeing the perfons who are fo dear to him p .” 

Galeriun, having difmifled the Perfian ambafiador, vi- 
fited Dioclefian, who received him at Nifibis in Mefopota- 
min with all poflible marks of honour and efteem ; and they 
held fevcral conferences on the fubjeft of a pacification. 
We arc told, that they might have eafily reduced Perfia to 
a Roman province, but that Dioclefian did not approve of 
it, for reaions which no hiftorian has fpecified i. Sicorius 
robus, one of Galerius’s fecretaries, was therefore dif- 
patched to Narfes, who received him with great demon- 
rations of kindnefs and efteem, and foon after admitted 
um to an audience on the banks of the Afprudis in Media, 
in t e prefence only of Apharban and two others. The 


P; 5 * 6 ’ Felhl 4’ p - 553- Lad, Perfcc. cap. 9 , p. 8. Am- 

p. 2 'ZfxTp. p - 14+ ' p Pctr - Patric - LeBat - 
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terms propofed by Probus were, that Narfes fhould cede to which is 
the Romans the five following provinces, lntelcne, So- gr a ?ited 
phene, Arzacene, Carduene, and Zabdicene 5 that the Ti- them , upon 
gris fhould be the boundary between the two empires; that thtlr y^U~ 
Nifibis fhould be a common emporium to both nations; 
that the limits of Armenia fhould be extended to the caftle t 0 the Ro~ 
of Zintha, on the confines of Media ; and, laftly, that the mam. 
king of Iberia fhoulrf receive his crown from the hands of 
the Roman emperor. Narfes excepted again ft the article 
relating to Nifibis, but complied with the reft. A peace 
was concluded, and the Perfian king’s wives and children 
were delivered to that monarch r . This peace proved very 
advantageous to the Romans, and was kept inviolate forty 
years. 

For thefe conquefts Galerius afTumed the pompous titles 
of Perficus> Armeniacus, Medicus, and Adiabenicus ; and 
became fo elated with his victory, that Dioclefian began to Galerius 
take umbrage at his haughty behaviour, imagining, that he elated, 
would not be any longer fatisfied with the bare title of Ca:- 
far B . In the following year, Anicius Fauftus being con- rvu ^ Q> J 
ful the fecond time with Severus Callus, Dioclefian built 
fcveral forts and caftles on the frontiers of the empire to- 
wards Perfia ; and furrounded with high walls, and ftrong 
towers, the caftle of Cercufium in Mefopotamia, at the 
confluence of the Aboras and the Euphrates r . The next 
confuls were, Dioclefian the feventh time, and Maximian 
the fixth. This year the Marcomanni and Baftarnse fuf- 
fered a terrible defeat, and great numbers of their captives 
were tranfplanted into the Roman territories u . From fe- 
veral laws it appears, that Dioclefian was this year, in the 
months of January, February, April, and November, at 
»Sirmium, and on the fifth of June at Philippopolia in 
Thrace The following year, when Conftantius and Gale- 
rius were confuls the third time, is quite barren of events. 

The next confuls were, Titianus the fecond time, and Yr. oF FI. 
orn Onuphriu 
Nepotianus, 
years after At this period 
able viftory over the Alemanni, who, attacking him by Gmjlantius 
furprize, when he had but a fmall boily of troops with him, gaimafig- 
forced him to retire, and fhelter himfelf behind the walls nal w^ory 
of Langres. But his army arriving a few hours after he °™ r 
had entered the city, he Tallied out at the head of a detach- €mannit 

r Petr, Patric. Legat, p. 29, 3 Eufeb. lib, viii* cap. 17. La6h 

Perf. cap. 9. p. 9. t Paneg. p. izi. Grut. p. 166, 167, 

Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 359. u Aur. Vjftor, p. 525. Euirop. 

p. 586, w Onuph. p. 


Nepotianus, wh 
Flavius Popilius 
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the empire. 


The tenth 
general 

perfecution. 


inent, joined his other forces, and, falling upon the enemy', 
cut fixty thoufand of them in pieces x (S). Dioclefian was, 
on the fourth of July, at Antioch in Syria. When Coti- 
flantius and Galerius were confuls the fourth time, a great 
fcarcity prevailed in moft provinces of the empire Y . Diocle- 
fian, to obviate that evil, fixed the prices of provifion ; but 
the rates being too low, the traders, inftead of expofing to 
fale, concealed their commodities : by which means the 
dearth was converted into a famine, which raged till the 
merchants were allowed to fell their commodities at their 
own prices (T). Dioclefian palled this year partly in Syria, 
and partly at Nicomedia in Bithynia, with Galerius*. The 
next winter he and Galerius fpent at Nicomedia in Bithy- 
nia, in confutations, not about the means of extending the 
empire, and fecuring it againft the incurfions of the Bar- 
barians, but concerning the moft effedfual methods of ut- 
terly extirpating the Chriftian religion, to which Galerius 
had imbibed, from his infancy, an irreconcileable hatred. 
He found means to infpire Dioclefian with the fame ani- 
mofity, which produced a general perfecution (U). 

About 


X Zonar. P- 244. Pancgyr. 7. p. 93. y Laft. Perf. cap. 7. 

p. 362. z Cod. p. 24D. 243. 


(S) Eumcnius mentions an- 
other virtory gained this year by 
Conlhintius in the plains of 
Vindonifla, now Vindifch, in 
the canton of Bern, near the 
confluence of the Aar and the 
Rufs ( 1 ) . The fame writer re- 
cords, that a numerous army, 
eonfi fling of different German 
nations, having rendezvoufed in 
an ifland in the Rhine, while 
that river was frozen over, were 
by a hidden thaw Ihut up there, 
and obliged to furrender at dif- 
eretion to the Romans, who 
blocked them up with their 
fleet. 

(T) Procopius writes, that 
Dioclefian ordered two millions 
of bufliels ot corn to be yearly 
diftnbuted among the inhabit- 

(0 Pa «cgyr. 7- P- 91. Baudr. 
cap. 26. p. 77 . ( 3 ) Laft. PeT. 


ants of that populous metro- 
polis (z). 

(U) This perfecution began 
on the twenty-third of February 
of this year 303, the nineteenth 
of Dioclefian *s reign, and raged 
ten whole years with the moft 
unrelenting cruelty, theChrifti- 
ans being every where, without 
diftindtion of lex, age, or con- 
dition, dragged to execution, 
and tortured with the moft ex- 
quilitc torments rage, cruelly, 
and hatred, could invent. A 
few days after the ifluing of 
the firft edidls againft the 
Chriftians, a fire broke out in 
the palace at Nicomedia, where 
Dioclefian and Galerius refideJ, 
and reduced part of it to allies 
(3). Eufebius writes, that he 

P- 3 1 - (a) Procop. Arcan. Hift. 

cap. 14, p. Ia _ 

could 
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About this time Eugenius aflumed the title of emperor Eugenius 
in Syria. He commanded five hundred men in Seleucia, proclaimed 
who, being employed in the day-time in cleanfmg the bar- em P er °r ty 
hour of that city, and in the night in baking their own “J*™. " 

bread, refolved to revolt, and proclaim their leader em- 1 
peror. Eugenius at firit refufed the dignity offered him *, 
but was at length conltrained, through fear, to accept it ; 
for they threatened him with irritant death, if he did not 
fecond their defigns. Being arrayed with a purple robe 
taken from the ftatue of one of the gods, he led his men to 
Antioch ; which city he reached the fame day in the clofe 
of the evening, and entered without oppofirion, as there was 
no garrifon in the place, and the inhabitants were en- 
tirely ignorant of his intentions : but when he began to a£t 
as emperor, the whole city rofe F and, falling upon the re- 
bels, with fuch arms as chance prel'ented, killed them all are 
to a man before midnight. Thus the empire of Eugenius all cut in 
began and ended the fame day*. Dioclefian ought rather P 
to have rewarded than punifhed the Antiochians ; but on The cruelty 
this occafion he afted with the molt cruel ingratitude, °f Dtocle- 
without paying any regard to the ufual forms of law, he 
commanded the chief magiltrates of Antioch and Seleucia anu 
to be publicly executed, under pretence of their being privy 
to the confpiracy b . 

Towards the clofe of the year, Dioclefian and Maximian, Dioclefian 
with their two Caefars, Conltantius and Galerius, returned triumphs , 
to Rome, and enjoyed the honour of a triumph, which the and leasts 
fenate had long fince decreed, and which their many vie- ome * 
lories and conquelts fully merited. As Dioclefian, both 

a Li ban. orat. xi v. p. 399. & orat. xv. p. 410, 411. b Idem, ibid. 


could never know how that ac- 
cident happened (4). Conftan- 
tine, who was on the fpot, 
aferibes it to lightning (0 ; a °d 
Laftantius allures us, that Ga- 
lerius caufedfire to be privately 
let to the palace, that he might 
accufe the Chriftians, and by 
that calumny incenle Diocleiian 
ltili more againft them. The 
emperor was greatly alarmed by 
a fecond fire, which broke out 
in the palace fifteen days after 
ihe firit, but was extinguilhed 


before it had done any great 
mifehief. However, it had the 
effect which was intended by 
the author, Galerius : for Dio- 
clefian, aferibing it to the 
Chriftians, refolved to punilh 
them with the utmoll feverity ; 
and Galerius, the more to ex- 
afperatehim againft them, with- 
drew troin Nicomedia the fame 
day, pretending that he was 
afraid of being burnt alive by 
thofe incendiaries (6) . 


(4) Idem. ibid. (5) Conft. Orat, ad Sanft. Ceetum. (6) Eufeb. 
de Martyr. Falaelt. cap. x. p. 319. 


in 
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in his triumph, and the fports that followed, fhewed greater 
ceconomy than was pleafing to the 'populace, they took 
thence occafion to rally him with great indecency; a free- 
dom which he refented, by leaving the city foon after his 
triumph, and reached Ravenna on the nineteenth of De- 
cember. As the fcafon was then both rainy and cold, he 
contra&ed a lingering distemper, which in a fhort time fo 
weakened him, that he could neither walk nor ftand c . In 
the beginning of the fpring he quitted Ravenna, and palling 
through Venetia and Illyricum in a litter, arrived at Nico- 
media in the beginning of autumn. As his diftemper en- 
creafed daily, on the thirteenth of December he fwooned, 
and was believed to have paid the lafh debt of mortality. 
However, he recovered his fight and voice; but his head 
remained fo adeemed, that thenceforth he was frequently 
feized with fits, which deprived him of the ufe of his rea- 
fon. As he was not in a condition to appear abroad till the 
fir ft of March of the following year, many perfons believed 
die was dead ; but that his death was kept concealed till the 
arrival of Valerius, left the foldiers fhould, in the mean 
time, according to cullom, proclaim a new emperor d . To 
diftipate this report, he fhewed himfelf to the people of 
Nicomedia on the firfl of March ; but there appeared fuch 
a change in his countenance, that many doubted whether 
it was the fame perfon. .Soon after, Galerius arrived, who 
had already threatened Maximian with a civil war, if he 
did not refign the empire. He now came into Nicomedia, 
to oblige Diorlefian Jikewiie to give up the fovercignty, 
nice he was no longer able to difeharge the fun&ioris of 
the imperial dignity. 

As Dioclefian Hid not yield to the reafons he alleged, but 
only offered to ftvare the empire with him and Conflantius, 
Galerius told turn plainly, that, if he did not refign wil- 
, , c wou l [l force him to abdicate. Dioclefian, inti- 
midated by thefe menaces, and apprifed, that Galerius, who 
, . torJome time, been encreafing his army with new 

uv.es, was in a condition to make good his threats, yielded 

fannu t' h Wa ? a ? reed V that Dioclefi a" and Maximian 
lerius fhn?dH llC . C ^ le / overe . l g nt y i that Conflantius and Ga- 
to Drei'erve th^f ' ^ tlme, be veftetl w >th it ; and that, 
to!n p h r°? of S ovcrn ment introduced by Dioclefian, 

SELw dir^ r- ftould be appointed - Dioclefian imme: 

acciuaintina V‘ ie “ n . cx P Tefs t0 Maximian, then at Milan, 
acquainting him with what had palled at Nicomedia. He 

feb ^ vbi.' op."?' I7 ' P ' ' J ‘ Arnmian> lib ' x vi. p. iji. d Eu- 


was 
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was no lefs unwilling than his colleague, to part with the 
fovereignty ; but neverthelefs* to avoid a civil war, in 
which he was convinced Galerius would prevail, he adopted 
the fame meafures e (W). As two new Csefars were to be 
chofen, Dioclefian propofed Maxentius, the fon of Maxi- 
mian, and fon-in-law of Galerius, and Conftantine, the fon 
of Conftantius ; but Galerius, rejecting them, prevailed 
upon Dioclefian to nominate two others, Severn. 1 ?, whom 
he had already fent to receive the purple from Maximian* 
and Daia, or Daza, his lifter’s fon, to whom he had lately 
given the name of Maxi min. They were both greatly at- 
tached to Galerius, but neither of them was qualified for 
fuch a high ftation. 

On the firft of May Dioclefian refigned the empire in 
the prefence of his court, and the army, divefting himfelf 
of the purple, and delivering it to Maximin, whom at the 
fame time he declared Cxfar, together with Severus. Dio- 
clefian, before he refigned Lhe purple, made an harangue to 
the foldiers, telling them, that, his infirmities obliging him 
to retire, he yielded the empire to Conftamius and Gale- 
lius, who were more able, and better qualified, than he, to 
difcliarge fo difficult a trult. When the ceremony was 
over, Dioclefian palled through Nicomedia with a fmall re- 
tinue, and. retiring to Dalmatia, his native country, chofe 
the city of Salona for the place of his refidence f . The 
fame day Maximian, quitting the purple at Milan, con- 
figned it to Severus, declared Conftantius and Galerius em- 
perors, and then retired to Lucania, where we fhall foon 
lee him railing difturbances, with a defign to refume the 
dignity which he had been forced to renounce. 


c La£t. Perfec. cap. 17 p. 15. < 5 c cap. 18. p. 16. 
p. 16, 1 7. Vift. Epit. p. 543. 


(W) Such is the account 
which Laftantius gives us of 
the rclignation of Maximian 
and Dioclefian ; but this author 
is apt to put the worft con- 
firmations upon every article of 
Dioclefian J s condudt. Conftan- 
tine, who was then at Nico- 
media, and lodged in the fame 
palace with Dioclefian, affiireg 
us, in a fpeech which he pro- 
nounced in public, that the 
emperor, thinking himfelf no 
longer able to govern, on ac- 


flbid. cap, iff 

count of the fits to which he 
was fubjeft, refigned of his own 
accord ; and the panegyrifts, 
who wrote at that time, mention 
his refignation as a ftiining in- 
fiance of greatnefs, generofity, 
and an utter contempt of all 
human grandeur; and aflerr* 
that both he and Maximian had 
agreed long before, and even 
bound themfelve9 by a folemtt 
oath in the Capitol , to rofigH 
the fovfcreignty ( 1 ). 


CO Conftiult. Orat. cap, *5. 
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Diocletian paffed the remainder of his life at a country- 
feat in the neighbourhood of Salona, on the fpot where the 
city of Spalato was afterwards built. T.he ruins of his pa- 
lace are dill vifible, and take up two thirds of the town. 
It was, according to Conftantius Porphyrogenitus, a mod 
dately and magnificent building, and contained four tem- 
ples, one of which is dill entire, and the cathedral of Spa- 
lato. Dioclefian diverted himfelf, during his retirement* 
with cultivating a garden, often repeating, u Now I live *, 
now I fee the beauty of the fun.” Some time after, when 
Maximian and others prefled him to refume the empire, he 
returned this anfwcr \ el I wi(h you would but come to Sa- 
lona, that 1 might fhew you the colworts which I have 
planted with my own hands; 1 am fure you would never 
more mention the empire to me 5 (X).” Pie died, according 
to Aurelius Victor 11 , i'oon after the marriage of Licinius, 
which was celebrated in the March of the year 313, after 
having lived about eighty years, and reigned twenty and 
fome months. He was deified with the ulual folemnities ** 
probably by Licinius, or Maximin II. for Conltantine, at 
the time of his death, profefled the Chriftian religion. Li- 
banius writes, that Dioclefian (hewed himfelf in many, but 
not in all things, an excellent prince k ; and the emperor 
Julian commends him for having done many ihings that 
proved very ul'eful to the public 1 . He enacted a great 
many excellent laws, and was fo tar from countenancing 
informers, that he commanded them to be executed when 
they could not fupport their charge. He would not receive 
the accufation of lhaumafius againll his benefactor Sym- 
machus, in whofe houfe he had been brought up ; and con- 
demned another to bamlhmcnt for informing againft his 
brother" 1 . He encouraged ami preferred perfons of merit 
and virtue, difcounlenauced vice, managed the public mo- 

k Eutrop. p. 587. h Aur. Viet. p. 542. i Eurrop. p. 586. 

Eufcb. lib. ix. cap. jo. p 364 k Liban. Orat. xiv. p. 399. 

1 Jul. Orat. i. p. iz. m Cod. Juft. lib. ix. tit. 1. leg. 17. p. m. 

& leg. 12. p 810. 


(X) He was long honoured in 
his retreat by the princes that 
reigned after him, who revered 
him as their common father, 
lince to him they were indebted 
for their dignity. In his time 
they cunfeerated the therms, 
or hot-baths, which he had be- 
gun at Rome, and confulted 


him in all affairs of importance, 
paying great deference to his 
counfels. Laftantius, and o- 
ther Chriftian writers, have re- 
prefented him as cowardly, 
cruel, and rapacious : the Pa- 
gan hiftorians have celebrated 
him as a great, magnificent, 
and good prince. 
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ncy with great frugality, encouraged the worfhip of the 
gods, and was, till feduced by Galerius, rather a friend 
than an enemy to the Chriftians* of whom he had, till the 
year 303, great numbers both in his court and army". 

He was greatly addicted to building, and embellifhed 
feveral cities of the empire, efpecially Rome, Carthage, Mi- 
lan, and Nicomedia, with many ftately edifices (Y). We 
cannot help obferving, before we clofe this chapter, that 
though no reign was more remarkable either for length, or 
variety of great events, than Dioclefian's, yet no prince's 
reign is lefs known ; a circumftance which would appear 
more furprifing, did we not know that Chriftianity became 
the emperor’s religion in the next reign ; and that in all 
probability the Chriftians fupprefled all hiftories and me- 
moirs relating to Dioclehan, whom they hated as their molt 
cruel enemy and perfecutor D (Z). 

CHAP. 

n Aur. Vi£>. p. 515 Laft. Perf. cap, 16. p. 9. b Caufab, hot 

in Spart. p. 101. 


(Y) From the ruins of his 
the mix, or public hot baths, 
which are ftill vilited and admir- 
ed by all travellers, we may 
judge of the grandeur and mag- 
nificence of that furprifing fa- 
bric. Befides the bathing- 
places, iii which three thuufand 
perfons could conveniently bathe 
at a time, theie were many 
other rooms and apartments ; 
tor thebooks which were depolit- 
ed in Trajan’s library were con- 
veyed thither ( 1 ). The em- 
peror Conftantius II. when he 
came to Rome in 34X, admired 
nothing fo much as Dioclefian’s 
bath, which feemed rather a 
province, fays Ammianus, than 
a budding (2). 

(Z) Claudius Euflhenius, fe- 
cretary to Dioclcfian, wrote the 
hiflory of the four princes Dio- 
clelian, Maximum, Conftan- 
*ius, and Galerius (3) ; and 


this is all we know of him. The 
Auguffine writers, Spartian, 
Lampridius, Vulcatius, Capi- 
tolinus, Pollio, and Vopifcus, 
all lived in the reign of Diocle- 
tian, though fome of them flou- 
rifhed under his fuccelTors. Ai- 
lius Spartianus wrote firfl the 
lives of all the emperors, from 
Julius Csefar to Adrian, and 
afterwards refolved to add the 
lives of all the other emperori 
and Ccefars, and to inferibe the 
whole to Dioclefian, of whofe 
family he feems to have been 
a branch (4). Thefe fix writers, 
Spartian, Lampridius, Vulca- 
tius, Capitolilius, Pollio, and 
Vopifcus, are known to the 
learned by the name of HiItori£ 
Auguftx Scriptorfes, though 
they are in reality rather biogra- 
phers than hiftorians, and take 
more care to inform us of th* 
good and bad qualities of the 


0 ) Eufeb. Chron. p. 244. Prob. Vit. p. 233. Vi£b, epit. p. 525. 
(2) Avnmian. lib. xvi. p. 71. (3) Car. Vit. p. 254. (4)Ver. 

13. l6 . 
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CHAP. LX. 

The Roman Hijlory, from the Refignation of Dio- 
defiant to the Removal of the Imperial Seat to 
Confantinople, by Conjlantine the Great. 

I ] PON the refignation of Dioclefian and Maximian, the 
^ two Csefars, Conffantius and Galerius, were univer- 
fally acknowleged emperors. Of the latter we have fpnkcii 
already, ami fhall here give a fuccinft account of the birth, 

education, 

emperors, of theii birth, edu- more to truth than elegance in 
cation, llature, mien, and even their narrations (6). Pollio 
their diet and the cloaths they owns his flyle to have nothing 
wore, than to deferibe their of the dignity of the ancients 
wars, the laws they enaded, (7). Em of the many hiftu- 
and the great 1 evolutions that nans, fume lay fifty and up- 
happened during their reipcc- wards, who have written on 
live reigns. Ynpifcus, in the the fame fubjed, only the 
opinion ol the learned, iarcx- above mentioned fix have reach- 
cels thcrcll, beth as to his me- ed us. Tati us, or Statius Cy- 
thod and flyle ; but neverthe- rillus, was contemporary with 
lefs has many imperfeftions, tlicfe writers, and tranflated the 
and is not to be compared willi lives of fcvernl emperors out of 
any of the ancient Latin hifto- Greek into Latin. Conflan- 
rians. The other five betray tine perluaded him to abridge 
great want of judgment in their them, and to join feveral lives 
choice, and or method in di- together in one volume (8). 
gelling their materials. Of His work has been long lince 
thefe fix writers Capitolinus is loft. Sotericus, a poet and hif- 
the moll confuted and injudi- torian, flourifhed in the reign 
cious ; whence fome have fuf- of Dioclefian, on whom he 
peded, that the author of this wrote a panegyric. He was a 
colledion had mixed and blend- native of O alls in Libya, and 
ed together the relations of Ca- much elleemed by the learn- 
pitolinus, Spartian, and fome ed men of his age. He left fe- 
athers^). Their flyle is vul- veral works, and, among the 
gar and unpolilhed, their ex- rell, the life of Apollonius 
prelfions uncouth, and fome- Tyaneus (9) ; but only a fmall 
times hardly intelligible. Vo- fragment of what he wrote has 
piteus obierves, that Lampri- been conveyed to us by the 
Mius and Capitolinus attended fcholiall of Lycophron (1). 

(5) Vide Caufab. in Spart. p. 13. (6) Prob. Vit. p, 134.. 

(7) Trig, Tyran. p. 184. (8) Max, Vit, p. 138. Vnfl' Hift. Lat. 

cap 7 - p.193- (9) Suid. p. 7 g 4 . (1) Vofl.Hift. Gnec.hb. 

li. cap. 16. p z4&, 

But, 
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education, preferments, and qualities of Conftantius* the 
father of the great Conftantine, to whom the Chriltian re- 
ligion 


But, of all the writers who 
flourifhed under Diodefian, the 
moft famous was the philofo- 
plier Porphyrius, born in the 
city of Tyre (2). He was dif- 
ciple to Longinus, under whom 
he ftudied at Athens the philo- 
fophy of Plato, and made fuch 
prog refs in learning, that he 
became the honour and orna- 
ment of that fchool (3). Tho* 
he was one of the moft danger- 
ous and inveterate enemies the 
Chriftian religion ever had, yet 
this has not prevented the Chrif- 
tian writers from doing him juf- 
tice, and bellowing upon him 
the praifes he deferved. Eu- 
febius ranks him among the 
moft illuftrious men and emi- 
nent philofophers that flounfli- 
ed at any time (4). Cyrillus 
nt Alexandria extols his knovv- 
lege ; and St. Auftin ftyleshiin 
art extraordinary genius, and 
the moft learned among philo- 
fophers (5). He was thoroughly 
verfed in every branch of lite- 
rature, excelled all men of his 
age in the knovvlege of polite 
learning, arithmetic, geometry, 
and mufic (6) ; but /hone chiefly 
in philofophy, his favourite 
icience and ftudy. Authors ob- 
lerve, that whereas other phi- 
lofophers fludied to conceal their 
fentiments with an affected ob- 
feurity, Porphyrius exprefled 
himfelf in a manner adapted to 
the ineaneft capacities (7). He 
taught philofophy at Rome, 


both by declamation and in 
writing. He was very commu- 
nicative to thofe who defired to 
be informed and inftru fled, and 
kind to his difciples, whom he 
was ready on all occafions to 
aflill to the utmoft of his power. 
He compofed an infinite num- 
ber of books on different fub- 
jefts, of which the reader will 
find a catalogue in the latter 
part of the differtation which 
Holltenius publifhed on the life 
and writings of that philofo- 
pher(8). None of his works 
have rendered him fo famous as 
that which he publifhed again (l 
the Chrillians, to whom he bore 
an irreconcileable hatred, and 
whofe religion he endeavoured 
to diferedit with the blacked: ca- 
lumnies. He read the Scrip- 
tures with great attention, not 
to feek the truth, but to find 
arms to impugn it, fays Theo- 
doret(g). He pretended to 
have difeovered in the fa ere d 
writings a great many contra- 
dictions, which were, it fee ms, 
the fubjedt of his firft book ; 
for the whole work was divided 
into fifteen ( 1 ). He found the 
prophecies of Daniel fo clearly 
and evidently fulfilled, that he 
employed great part of hi9 
twelfth book in endeavouring 
to prove that the prophecies 
aferibed to Daniel had been 
publifhed under His name by 
one who lived in the time of 
Antiochus, and wrote when the 


(2) Plot. Vit. p. 6. (3) Eufeb. Prepar. Evan. lib. x. cap. 3. 

p. 464. Eunap. cap, x. p. 16. (4) Eufeb. ibid. Porphyr. Vit, 

cap. 1. p. 10, 11. (5) Aug. Civ. Dei, cap, 3a. p. ixo. (6) Eu- 
nap. cap. z, p. iB ( 19. (7) Idem ibid. (8) Holften. Vit. 

Porph. cap. 6. (9) Theodoret, de Graec. Affeft. lib. vii. p. 588. 

(1) Eufeb. lib. Vfc Cap. >9 p- *19- Porphyr, Vit. cap, id, p. 8 t. 
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ligion is fo highly indebted. Conftantius, ftyled in the an- 
cient inferiptions Flavius Valerius Conftantius, was the 
fon of Eutropius, one of the chief lords of Dardania in 
Upper Moefia, by Claudia, the daughter of Crifpus, bro- 
ther to the emperor Claudius p ; fo that he was great- 
nephew to that prince. He is generally diftinguifhed from 
other emperors of the fame name by the appellation of 
Chlorus, borrowed perhaps from the palenefs of his coun- 
tenance, for fuch is the import of the word in the Greek 
tongue. He was born, according to fome writers on the 
thirty-firft of March, of what year we know not, being 
only informed, that at the time of his death, which hap- 
pened in 3 o(5, he was, or at lead: feemed to be, very old r. 
In his perfon he was well fhaped ; and in his afpeft there 
was fomething extremely gracious and pleafing 3 He was 
not fo well verfed in letters as in the miljtaiy art, which 
he acquired under two great warriors, Aurelian and Pro- 
bus 1 . An ancient anonymous writer 11 rentes, that he 
ferved fome time in the guards, was afterwards made tri- 
bune, and at length appointed governor of Dalmatia. He 
fignalized himfelf in war, and gained an important viftory 
over the Alemanni in Campis Vmdonis, that is, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Windifch, at prefent a fmall village in the 
canton of Bern. He was made governor of Dalmatia by 
Carus, who entertained fome thoughts of creating him Car- 
far, inftead of his debauched ^nd wicked fon Carinug, 
whom he defigned to depofew. DipcJefian judging him 
well qualified for the fovereignty, agreed with Maximian to 
V . h ' m p* 1 ljr > together With Galcrius, on the firrt of 
ch of the year 292. as we have related before. He 
received the purple from Maximian, who by that ceremony 
P Zonar. Vit. Dinrlpf n . * 

p. .93. Claud. Vit. nnl.' Salniaf „ n"]Tl P ’ + . 7, r S P 0 ''- 

*76. . Eufeb. Yit. Conft. lib i cap. ,8 T Pa n P ‘ 

flr g. p. t Aur Vifl- n ' Tr . f* anc g* v - p* 

nonym. Ammianu fubjunftus, p.' ^ ^ ££ P v lf M ;; a3J .' A " 

SZldWiK tnnt3 ?'*?**■ J h ' ftnperor Cun- 


foretold had alreadv h ' " a ™ cmles - The emperor Cun- 

(*)■ As Porphyrins waf a man th^Ch^r ^ F embracec ^ 
of errea r lcaminrr a 1 Chnftian religion, publifhed 

efleftned by the Pagans nU ' Ch r ° mefcvere edifts, either againft 
were by hT, writln j div3 P-phyriu 1 , "if he 

from embracing the Chrirtian Iif’iY i “ Vt| Whlch 13 not at 
religion, which, however at and 'v X ’ ” r .dg ain ft memory 

length triumphed over this at ‘ h's writings, which he caufi, 
if M done P oyeraU its other ed ^ he publicly hurnt( 3 ). 
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adapted him ; and hence he is fometimes called by the 
name of Hercules, which Maximian had aflumed. He 
took precedence of Galerius, though created Caefar at the 
fame time, on account of his more noble extraction x . 

Upon his being made Csefar, Gaul, Spain and Britain fell 
to his fhare. 

When he attained the empire, he governed the fame His excel- 
provinces with fuch juftice, equity, and moderation, as leni 
gained him the hearts of his people, who confidered him tlCS ' 
rather as their common father than their fovereign. He is 
extolled, not only by Eufebius and LaClantius, whofe tefti- 
mony might be fufpected, but by all the Pagan writers, as 
the moft equitable, pious, prudent, humane, and gener- 
ous prince, that ever fwayed a fceptre. He was not foli- 
citous, fays Eutropius about enriching the treafury, but 
pleafed that his people fhould enjoy the fruit of their la- 
bour and induftry. He was often heard to fay, it was bet- 
ter the wealth of a country fhould circulate among the 
people, than be locked up in the coffers of the prince. For 
fear of opprefTing his people he was extremely fpaiing in 
his diet, furniture, equipage, and retinue. When he en- 
tertained his friends, and the officers of his court, he was 
obliged to borrow plate for the ufe of his table. What Eu- 
tropius afferts is confirmed by Eufebius, who relates the 
following remarkable ftory, palling over in iilence, fays he, 
many others no lefs (ingular, but generally known : as the An infant* 
moderation and mildnefs with which Conftantius governed, lfle a f~ 
were much applauded, and it was generally faid that the f ea ™ ns °f 
treafury was exhaufted, being unwilling to tax his people, to hfm * 
Diocletian fent perfons to reproach him with his negleft 
of the public, and the poverty to which he was reduced by 
his lenity. Conftantius heard thefe reproaches with pa- 
tience ; and having perfuaded thofe who made them in 
Dioclefian’s name, to ftay a few days with him, he appriz- 
ed the moft wealthy perfons in the provinces that he want- 
ed money, and that they had npw an opportunity of fliew- 
ing whether they truly loved their prince. Upon this no- 
tice every one ftrove who fhould be foremoft in carrying to 
the treafury their gold, filver, and valuable effe&s ; fo that 
in a fhort time Conftantius, from the pooreft, became by 
far the moft wealthy of all the four princes. He then in- 
vited the deputies of Dioclefian tD vifit his treafury, defiring 
th em to make a faithful report to their mailer of the ftate 
in which they fhould find it. They obeyed ; and while 

* taftant Perfec. cap, 10 p. iS. yEutrop, p. 587. 

F 4 they 
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they flood gazing on the heaps of gold and filver, Condan- 
du. told them, that the wealth which they beheld with 
aftonifhment, had long fince belonged to him ; but he had 
left it in the hands of his people \ adding, Ihat the 
richeft and fureft treafure of the prince was the love of his 
fubie&s ” The deputies were no fooner difmifled, than 
the J generous prince fent for thofe who had affifted him in 
this exigency, commended their zeal, and returned to 
every one what they had fo readily brought into his treafury 
When Dioclefnn, in the year 303, at the infligation of 
Galerius, began to perfecutc the church, he fent his edifts 
to Maximian and Conftantius, injoining them both to fee 
them put in execution in their refpeftive provinces. Ma- 
ximian obeyed with great eagernefs and joy; ^nd Conftan- 
tius, that he might not feem to oppofe his colleagues, fuf- 
fered fome churches to be pulled down ; but was fo far 
from encouraging any other violence, that, on the contrary, 
Hejavturs be preferved the Chriftians, in his provinces, exempt from 
the chri - all the evils which they differed in thofe of the others; in- 
fomuch that they enjoyed under him profound tranquility, 
and entire liberty of confcience a . Though he countenanced 
and honoured the Chriftians, yet he himlelf never embraced 
the true religion ; at lead we are no-where told, that he 
did. By his firft wife, Helena, he had but one child, Cnn- 
ftantine, furnamed the Great, of whom, as well as of his 
mother, we fhall fpeak hereafter. He was obliged to di- 
vorce her, and marry Flavia Maximiana Theodora, daughter 
to the wife of Maximian, by a former hufhand. He had 
by this Jaft, three fons, Dalmatius, or Dematius, Julius 
Conftantius, and a third, called by fome Annibalianus, and 
by others Conftantine ; and as many daughters, Conftantia, 
Analtalia, and Eutropia b . 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Con- 
ftantius, it will be neceffary to give the reader a fuccinft 
account cf the birth, education, and extraordinary qualities, 
of his fon Conftantine, whofe actions are infeparably inter- 
woven with thofe of his father. Conftantine, ftyled in the 
ancient inferiptions, C. Flavius Valerius Aurelius Claudius 
Ctmftantinus^, was born on the twenty- feventh of February, 
about the year 274; fur, at his death, which happened on 


Jhans 


Hu ijjue . 


Thr birlh, 
idueahon, 
and extra- 
ordinary 
qualities of 
ft if fon Con- 
flanluif. 


Eiifcb, lib. viii. cap. , 3 ,, 7l p . 309> ,, 7 . & Vit. Conftant.lib. i. 
cap 13, p.414. “Eultb. lib. viii. cap. 13, 18, p, 309, 317. St Con ft, 
Vit. lib. 1. cap. 13 p. 4,3. Optat. Mil. lib. i. p. 44. Laft. cap. ij. 
£' , 3 ‘ _ b Aur. Vift. p. 514, Eutrop. p. 586. Ammian. p. 2. 
Byzan. rami I p. 44. Guliz. p. 125. ? Gpltz. p. 1*6, 1*7. 
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the twenty-fecond of May, in 337, he was about fixty- 

four d (A). 

Conftantius had Conflantine by the celebrated Helena, 
fo much extolled, and not undefervedly, by all the Chriftian, 
efpecially the ecclefiaftic writers (B). 

When 


Byzant. Fam. p. 214. Lafh p. 4.11, 412* 


d Buch. Cych p. 276. 
Anonym, p. 471. 

(A) Julius Firmicus, who, 
according to the beft-grounded 
opinion, wrote in the reign 
of Conilantine, and Cedi en us, 
tell us, in exprcfs terms, that 
Conflantine was born in the city 
of Nablus in Dardania, called 
alfu Naifus and Naftus, and now 
known by the name of Nilfa. It 
is certain, that the father and 
an cell or.< of Conflantine were 
natives of Dardania; that Con- 
flanrine himlelf frequently re- 
lided at Naiffus, as appears from 
the many laws which he enafted 
there ; and that he ever lhewed 
himlelf partial to that city, en- 
riching it with many privileges, 
and cmbellilhing it with a great 
number of /lately edifices ; 
whence ir is 11 y led by Stepha- 
nus, lt The birth-place and 
work of the emperor Conflan- 
tine ( 1 

(B) Mofl modern authors, 
whether natives of this iiland, 
or foreigners, fuppofe her to 
have been the daughter of Coel- 
lus, a Britifh king, and to have 
married Conftantius, who was 
charmed with her beauty, when 
he firft came into Britain, in the 
reign of Aurelian. But this 
opinion is no better grounded 
than the other, importing that 
Conflantine w as born in Britain. 


Nicephorus tells us, that Hele- 
na was the daughter of an inn- 
keeper of Drepanum near Ni- 
comedia in Bithynia, who pro- 
flituted her to Conftantius, and 
that Conflantine was the fruit 
of this commerce. 

Nicephorus was not the only 
writer who queflioned the legi- 
timacy of Conflantine, and the 
chaftity of his mother Helena : 
for Zolimus writes, that fhe 
was not Conflantius*s lawful 
wife (2). The chronicle of 
Alexandria ftyles her fon Con- 
flantine, in plain terms, a ba- 
flard child (3). St. Ambrofe 
gives us room to think, that this 
was a current report or tradi- 
tion in his time; and that he 
himlelf did not difbelieve it (4). 
The fame thing is after red in 
the Greek text of Eufebius’s 
chronicle, publiflied by Scali- 
ger ; and in that of St. Jeroin, 
who has been followed by feve- 
ral eminent writers of a later 
date, namely, by Profper, Caf- 
liodorus, Aldhelmus bifhop of 
the Weft Saxons, and the Ve- 
nerable Bede, who, fpeaking of 
Helena, ftyle her the concu- 
bine of Conftantius. On the 
other hand, Eutropius (^), and 
both the Victors (6), tell us, 
that Conftantius and Galeriua 


(1) Stc'ph. in Naifo. Jul. Fir. Mathef. Jib. i. cap. ultr. Cedrcn. 
Ililt- p. 221. (x) Znf. Jib. ii . p. 672. (3) CLiron. Al. p. 650. 

(4) Ainh. IDiv. 3. p. 123- (5) Eutiop. pi 58^, (6) Aui\ 

Vnft. p. 524. yiii, Epii. p. 542, 


were 
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When Conftantius was created Ctcfar, and fent into 
Gaul, Dioclefian kept Con/lantine as a hoitage, caufed 
him to be educated in the court with great care, and raifed 
him, long before the year 303, to the rank of tribune'. 
He foon appeared capable of any degree of fortune, how- 
ever elevated. The beauty of his countenance, blended 
with a certain air of majefty ; the tallnefs of his perfon^ex- 
tremely well fliaped and regular; his life without blame or 
reproach 5 his generofity, good-nature, affability, and ob- 
liging behaviour, towards peifons of all ranks, gained him 
the affections both of the people and foldiery to fuch a de- 
gree, that no one knew him, who did not wifli to fee him 
one day emperor, and was not ready to contribute to his 
preferment f . 

He fignalized himfelf in war, and ferved with great re- 
putation under Dioclefian and Galerius, againft the Ger- 
mans, Goths, cSarmatians, and Perfians. He often fought 
with the enemy hand to hand 5 , and gave fuch proofs of 
his valour as raifed fome jealoufy in the other princes- All 
authors, Pagans as well as Chriffians, agree in extolling, 
with the higheff encomiums, his fobriety, continence, and 
the abhorrence he fhewed from his early youth to unlawful 

e Eufcb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 12. p. 415, Eaft. Perf, cap. iB. 
p. 17. f Panegyr 5 p. 125. g riieoph. p. 0 . 

were obliged, when created with the title of Augufta, which 
Czfars, to divorce their tormcr was never given to a concubine, 
wives. Conftantius therefore No writer before the leventh 
had a lawful wile before he century mentions either Hele- 
married Theodora ; and we are na’s country or parentage: 
no where told, that he had any thofe who flourifhed after that 
be fide 5 her and Helena, The time commonly luppofe her to 
anonymous author of Conftan- have been a native of this 
tine’s life, puhlifhed by Yale- illand, and the daughter of a 
lius, writes in exp refs terms, king, whom they call Coelus or 
“ that Confrantius divorced He- Cuellus. This opinion, ground- 
lcna to elpoufe Theodora (7);” ed, as we conjecture, upon tra- 
and Eutropius lays, “that Con- dition, or perhaps the authority 
ftannnc was the fruit of an ob- ol fome hiftorian, whofe works 
feure, but lawlul marriage (8). have not readied our times, ob- 
At Naples is Hill extant an in tained pretty early here, and 
fcription, in wnich Helena is produced the many churches 
ltyleu the wife of Conftantius and monuments, which were 
(9). In two others, to be feen erected throughout Britain to 
10 Grater, fhe is diftmguifhed her honour, 

p ( 8 ) Eutrop. p. 5^7. (9) Gruter, 

pleafures , 
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plenfurcs. He married to his firft wife Minervinn, wliofe pa- 
rentage and condition the ancients pafs over in filence; and 
had by her Crifpus, . who muft have been born about the 
year 300; for, twenty years after, he fignalized himfelf in 
the wars againft the Franks and Licinius. Diocleiian, be- 
fore he refigned the empire, had thoughts of appointing 
Conftantine, and Maxentius, the fon ofMaximian, Czefars. 
But their election was oppofed by Galerius, who at length 
prevailed upon the emperor to adopt Severus and Maximi- 
nus, who he knew would be entirely ruled by him, and 
implicitly obey his orders (C). Matters being thus fettled, 
the empire was divided between Conftantius and Galerius. 


(C) The former was a native 
of lllyricum, defcended of an 
obfcure tumily, abandoned to 
all manner of vice, and in every 
refpeft unequal to fo important 
a charge. The latter was born 
in the fame country, and no 
lefs meanly than the other ; for 
though he was nephew to Ga- 
lerius, being his lifter's fon, 
yet in his youth he had follow- 
ed the fervilc calling ot a fliep- 
herd; and he proved, after his 
preferment, no lefs vicious than 
his colleague. He was yet a 
youth, and halt a Barbarian, 
unknown to the emperors, and 
entirely unacquainted with ftate- 
aftairs, when Galerius, who had 
taken him a little before from 
his flocks, recommended him 
to Diocleiian for the dignity of 
Caifar. The emperor, terrified 
by the menaces of Galerius, 
ennfented, much againft his 
inclination, to the promotion 
both of Severus and Maximi- 
nus ; and on the day appointed 
lor his refignation, after having 
declared in a great alTembly, 
that he yielded the empire to 
Conftantius and Galerius, who 
were more capable than he was 
pf bearing fo great a weight, 

(1) Ladt, Perk cap, 18. p. 17. 

f?P- 


added, not without betraying 
fome concern and reluftance, 
“I am like wife to name two 
new C^fars, and thefe are Se- 
verus and Maximinus.” The 
whole aflembly was greatly fur- 
prifed to hear thefe two names, 
and began to enquire whether 
Conftantine had changed his ? 
Their furprize was doubled, 
when they heard Galerius com- 
mand Conftantine to defeend 
from the throne on which he 
fat with Diocleiian ; and faw 
unexpectedly a young Barba- 
rian, who ltood behind it, ftep 
forth and receive the purple at 
the hands of the emperor. The 
numerous multitude was itruck 
with amazement. Every one 
alked, who Maximin was ? 
whence he came ? for what 
demerit Conftantine had been 
excluded from an honour, to 
which he had fo juft a claim P 
but no one dared to oppofe his 
promotion. This tranfaftion 
happened at Nicomedia ; and 
on the fame day, that is, on the 
firft of May of the year 30^, 
Maximian refigned the empire 
at Milan to Conftantius, and 
declared Severus Ca;far ( 1 ) . 

Aur. Vift, p* 525. Eufeb, lib. ix- 

To 
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tween Con 
jlanhus 
and Gale- 
rius. 


Valerius 
faks ifie 
dejlruihon 
of Conjlan 
tt/ie. 


She empire To the (hare of the former fell Gaul, Italy, Africa, Spain, 
divided be- and Britain ; the latter had Ulyricum, Pannonia, Thrace 
Macedon, Greece, Alia Minor, Egypt, Judtea, Syria, and 
all the eaftcrn provinces. Conftantius refigned to Severus, 
Italy and Africa, as Galerius ceded, Syria and Egypt, to his 
nephew Maximin h . As Severus was indebted to Galerius 
alone for his promotion, that prince cxpe&ed he ftiould 
obey him even again ft Conftantius himfelfh However, it 
is certain, that notwithftanding the implacable hatred which 
Galerius bore to the Chriftians, the perfeeution ceafed both 
in Italy aud the other weitern provinces, foon after Con- 
ftantius was declared emperoi k . 

In the mean time, Conllantine continued at Nicomedia, 
in the heart of the provinces belonging to Galerius, who 
would not, though carneftly entreated by his father Con- 
ftantius, during a dangerous malady, with which he was 
feized, tuffer lnm to depart ; but pretending a great af- 
fection, kept him by way of hoftage. As the extraordinary 
qualities, of that prince gave the emperor great umbrage, he 
only waited for iome opportunity of deftroying him : but 
not daring, through fear of the foldiery, by whom Con- 
ltamine was greatly beloved, to make any open attempt, he 
had recoiirfe to treachery, and expofed him, under various 
ip cuio us pretences, to many clangers. 

In the following year, Conftantius and Galerius being both 

confute the fixih time, the latter, finding he could no longer 
uctain Conllantine without openly breaking with his col- 
league, fullered him at length to depart, and figned a war- 
rant for the officers of the poft to fupply him with the ne- 
ceflaiy horfes and chariots. This order he delivered in the 
evening; but at the fame time commanded the prince not 
make ufe of it till next morning, when he defined to 

h,s «“"• i;.«,uai» M .. i„ s , he mcnn lime , 

L CXprtfs t0 Severus pofitively enjoining him to 

flop Conftantme and prevent his arrival in the provinces 
Tim the esprefs m igh, rf.ch T,^ 
ufinl r.ift 1,1 "if’ ^ n0t n ^ e contrar y to his 

&& f ' nt T = 

tfeupes hid w IrSiinxx j C ni £ u before, as foon as Galerius 
fevera ft J" l! “a ,niVel,in S with all poflible fpeed, for 

not make S ufe or killed the horl'es which he did 

while he eroff f H°fh ^ "° ° ne mi S bt P urfue nor fto P him 
Severus ruled TV/ pr0vinces of Galerius, and Italy, where 
Severus ruled. Tins precaution faved him ; for nettmorn- 

i> Eutrop. p . Jg7 . Aur _ Via 
Peif. cap. 18— lo . p, , Pi 

* La£l, cap. p. 2Zl 


tfcupes 
j' om Ga 
le r ius to his 
father . 


525- Zof. lib. ii. p . 671. 1 La£t P 

T7.. , f 9 i n „ k Eufcb. de Martyr, Palffitin. 
Euleb, Conft.Vit. lib, ' 
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77 


The Roman Hijlory . 

nip, Galerius, being informed of his departure, broke into 
a violent rage, and oidered fevera) meflengers to purfue him 
with the utmoft expedition ; but he was told, that Conftan- 
tine had difabled all the poft-horfes Mean while this 
young prince proceeding to Gaul, found his father at GefTo- 
riacum ready to embark for Britain, in order to make war 
upon the Caledonians and Pidts, which laftarc now for the 
firft time mentioned as inhabitants of Scotland Conltan- 
tiue attended him in this expedition, againft the Barbari- 
ans, who were defeated andluhdued. 

Conllantius died at York oil the twenty-fifth of July 306. 
furrounded by his children, and his body was interred with 
the utmoftpomp and magnificence by his foil Conftantine n . 
After his death, he was ranked among the gods, as ap- 
pears from feveral ancient coins, particularly one of his 
brother-in-law Maxentius °. Conftantius bequeathed the 
empire to his fon Conftantine p , who declared he would 
not accept it without the confent of the other princes, 
whom he immediately acquainted with the death and lad 
will of his father : but the foldiers, by whom he was great- 
ly revered, impatient of delays, proclaimed him emperor 
the fame day on which his father died, and, the firft time 
he appeared in public, falutcd him with the title of Augus- 
tus. He afterwards fent his image to the other emperors, 
adorned, according to cuftnm, with the marks of the im- 
perial dignity. Galerius was long in fufpenfe whether he 
iliould receive it; and tranfported with fury, he was upon 
the point of condemning both the image, and the meflen- 
ger who brought it, to the flames ; but his friends repre- 
fenting, thac luch an affront would give rife to a civil war, 
in which the fohliery would in all likelihood abandon him, 
and join with Conftantine, he was prevailed upon to fend 
him the purple, that he might at leaft feem to hold his au- 
thority of him. However, he bellowed on him only the 
title of Caefar, and created Severus emperor, whofe pro- 
vinces, namely, Italy and Africa, he governed with as ab- 
folute a dominion as his own, opprelling them with end- 
lefs taxes, and praclifing unheard-of cruelties upon thofe 
who were not in a condition to comply with his unjuft de- 
mands. 

This oppreffion occafionetl great difturbances in all the 
cities of Italy, but efpecially in Rome ; which Maxentius 

m A mini an. Anonym, p.471. Ladt. p. 11. Zo£ lib. ii. p.672. 
Aur. Vidh p. 515. n Eufeb. Chron. Goltz, p. 12.4. Eutrop. 

p. 587. w Birag, p 440. P Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. 

~ap. zi. p. 418. Julian. Oral. 1. p 13. La£t, Perf, cap. 24. p. zi, 
Panegyr. 5. p, 127. £9 p, 194, 
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encouraging, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by 
the diffatisfied foldiery and people. Maxentius was, or at 
lead palled for, the fon of Maximian j for iome writers 
tell us, that he was a fuppofititious child ; and that his mo- 
ther, before her death, owned fhe had impofed upon her 
hufbund, to gain his affeftion. However that be, he was 
deftitute of every commendable quality, proud, arrogant, 
cruel, deformed in his perfon, abandoned to vice, and uni- 
verfally abhorred, not only by his father’s friends, but by 
his father himfelf, and lfill more by Galerius, whole daugh- 
ter he had married. He had loudly complained of Gale- 
rius, for excluding him in the year 305, from the dignity 
of Caefar ; but when he heard that Condantine had been 


elevated to that high ftation, and faw his image publicly 
expofed in Rome, tranfported with rage, he refolved at all 
events to do himfelf jultice. Accordingly, having with 
large promifes gained over the few praetorian guards that 
were then in Rome, he was declared emperor on the twen- 
ty-eighth of Oftober of this year 306, and was acknow- 
leged by the Roman people, who hoped, by his means, to 
deliver themfelves from the infupportable tyranny of Gale- 
rius. The news of his revolt no fooner reached the Ead, 
where Galerius j:hen was, than he difpatched a melfenger 
to Severus, enjoining him to fend all his forces to Rome, 
to furprife and fupprefs at once this new ufurper. On the 
other hand, Maxentius had recourfe to his father Maximian, 
who, either with a view to redone the empire, which he 
liad unwillingly quitted, or to fupport his fon, hadened to 
Rome, and wrote to Dioclefian, exhorting him to abandon 
his folitude, and remount the throne. Dioclefian charmed 
with the fweets and tranquility of a private and retired life, 
returned him the anfwer which we have already related. 
Maximian But Maximian, indead of following his example, differed 
'grub™ 1 l>iC himfelf to be declared emperor a fecond time by the fenate 
and people of Rome ; and receiving the purple dt the hands 
of his fon, was univerfally acknowleged his colleague in 
the empire 


While thefe things paffed at Rome, Condantine was bu- 
lled in vihting the provinces under his care, and defending 
Frank: them againll the Barbarians. His father Condantius had 

Gall 'but T f £ 0ne , r GaU r’ tD op P ofe the in Britain, than 

art o ver- t e ranks, forgetful of their oaths, had invaded Gaul, and 
"me )y commuted dreadful ravages. Againft them therefore Con- 
Ccnjtan- tantine marched at the head of a powerful army, overcame 

- 2,y ,£l p E f >lt P ‘ 5+3 ' La£l ' Ptrf - ca P- >«• p. 16. '7- Zor. lib. ii. 

p. «7«. Eutrop. p. 5* 7 . Eufeb. Vn. Conrt p. 49 a. Panegyr. s . 


them 
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them in a pitched battle; and having taken two of their His fevers- 
kings prifoners, Afcaric and Guifus, or Regaifus, expofed ty towards 
them to be devoured by wild beads in the magnificent ihews the cap - 
which he afterwards exhibited r . Eutropius writes, that Uviu 
he tieated in like manner the kings of the Alemanni, who, 
it feems, were in confederacy with the Franks, and fell in- 
to his hands in this war s . After this victory he palled the 
Rhine, and entering the country of the Brudlerians, when 
lealt expected, made a dreadful havock of that people, and 
took a great many prifoners, whom he likewife condemned 
to be devoured by wild beads. He repaired all the forts on 
the Rhine, placed numerous garrifons in them, and main- 
tained a powerful fleet upon the coad ; by which means he 
ilruck l'uch terror into the Franks and other German na- 
tions, that none of them dared to approach that river (D). 

For the following year Severus and Maximinus were cre- 
ated cunfuls by Galcrius, and acknowleged in all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, except thofe that obeyed Maxentius, 
where Maximian caufed himfelf to be declared conful the 
ninth time. Condautine was likewife conful this year, hav- 
ing, as we conjecture, been fubdituted in the room of Se- 
verus, who was killed before the year expired. Severus, Severus 
in compliance with the orders he had received from Gale- marches 
rius, Left Milan, and marched towards Rome, to expel the 
uiurper Maxentius. He commanded a powerful army, but J- 
confiding of troops which two years before had ferved un- 
der Maximian, the father of Maxentius, they were eafily 
feduced by the latter, with Anullinus, who commanded 
them in quality of captain of the guards. Hence Severus 
no l'ooner approached Rome, with a defign to befiege it, 
than they abandoned him, and joined his rival. Se- 
verus, with a fmall body of troops that remained faithful to 


* Paneg. 9. p. 190, 197- 5 * Iz 7- 

(D) Notwithftanding thefe 
and many other indances of 
cruelty that difgraced the reign 
of Conllantine, Laidantius (1) 
and Eufebius (2) allure us, that 
he governed his fubjefts with 
extraordinary mildnefs and mo- 
deration ; that he fhewed himfelf 
kind, atfable, benevolent, and 
good-natured to all; and that he 
made it his chief dudy to render 

(1) La ft. Perf. cap. 24, p. 23, 
cap. 15. p. 410, 


r. 163, fl Eutrop. p. 587. 

thofe happy who lived under 
his adminidration. The rea- 
der will remember that Con- 
dantinewas the great patron of 
the Chrillian religion which 
thefe writers profelTed ; there- 
fore, we ought to read them 
with caution, when they llig- 
matize Dioclefiaji and extol 
Condantine, 

(1) Eufeb. Vit, Conft. lib. i. 

him. 
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Heija him, retired with precipitation, bending his route towards 
bandoned Milan ■, but being clofely purfued by Maximian, at the 
by h\s Tnen t head of fome troops which he had raifed in Campania, and 
befiegtdin was ] ea ding to Rome, he was obliged to take refuge in Ra- 
Raijenna, vcnn ^ w | uc h Maximum immediately inverted. The place 
undta en . w ’ c p f orL Uicd, and fupplied with great ftore of provi- 

lious i fo that it might have eafily held out till relieved by 
Galerius: but bcvcrus, dirtrufling his own men, and rely- 
ing upon the mighty promifes and folemn oaths of Maxi- 
ininian, furrendercrl the place, and the purple with which 
he had been inverted about a year and nine months before b 
His death . Maximian, unmindful of his oaths, carried beverus captive 
to Rome ■, and after having kept him fome time confined in 
a place on the Appian Way, about thirty miles from the 
city* called 'Ties Tabermc, or the Three Inns , he caufed 
him to he put to death. Ihe only favour he could obtain 
was that of dying bv having his veins opened. His body was 
interred in the tomb of Gallienus, about eight or nine miles 
from Rome. 

Maximian, convinced that Galerius would not fufFcr the 


death of Sever us to pafs unrevenged, refolved to ftrengthui 
liimhlf wilh the alliance of Conrtantine, who, having con- 
quered the Franks, enjoyed at that time profound peace 
Lonfiantine and tranquility. Having therefore fortified Rome with 
marnts many new works, and put it in a condition of fuftaining a 
*Jfiif’tter'of t0 cnn f er w ith Conrtantine in Gaul, 

Maxi- where he perfuaded him to marry his daughter Faurta, and 
mian , and at the fame time rhanged the title of Cxfar 11 into that of 


is b\ him 
dt dared 
emperor. 


Auguftus *. Conrtantine is generally thought to have 
been declared emperor on the thirty-flirt of March of this 
year 307 (Ej. 


r Aur. Vi£V- p. 515. Zof. lib. ii. p. 673. Eutrop. p. 5S7. Ano- 
nym. p. 4.7 1 - Hier. Chron. Laft. Perf. cap. 26. p. 24. ,J Gokz. 
p- 1-6. Birag. p. 459. Byzant. Farm p. 15- * Panegyr. 

5 P- . 


(E) Faufta, whom he mar- 
ried, is ft y kxi in the ancient in- 
icriptiona Flavia Maximiana 
Fautta. The empeiov Julian 
commends her modefty and 
hbmelcfa conduct. By Faurta 
he had, betides Courtanttus, 
whn is the bed known of all 
his ehildien, Conrtantine, his 


eldert foil, Conrtans, hisynung- 
eft, and two daughters, Con- 
rtantina and Conlhntia, or ra- 
ther Conftautina, who wa» mar- 
ried ftrft to Annibalhinus, and 
afterwards to Galina Cartar, her 
coufin-germans ; and Helena, 
the wire of the emperor Ju- 
lian (1). 


(1) Vide Anonym. p 3. k Byz. Fan*. p, 4&, 47. 
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While Maximian was in Gaul with ConRantine, Gale- 
rius entered Italy with a powerful army; but not fufficient, 
as he found by experience, to befiege Rome : for, as he 
had never feen the great capital of the empire, he eRimated 
its Rrength from Antioch, and fome other cities of the 
EaR. He threatened to lay it in ruins, to put all the inha- 
bitants to the fword, and utterly extirpate the fenate ; but 
when he approached that immenfe metropolis, and viewed 
its fortifications, defpairing to be able to carry it by affault, 
and not having a fufficient number of troops to inveft it, he 
retired to Intcramna, now Terni, and thence fent Licinius 
and Probus to exhort Maxentius, in his name, to demand 
the empire of his father-in-law, and not feize it by force of 
arms y . But Maxentius, having found means to corrupt 
fome of Galerius’s legions, was fo far from hearkening to 
the deputies, that he would have marched out againft Ga- 
lerius, if he, diftrufting his troops, and dreading the fate 
of Scverus, had not retired into his own dominions. In 


U.C. 1055. 
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his retreat he laid wade the country far and wide, to pre- 
vent the enemy from purfuing him, and allowed his fol- 
diers to commit unheard-of diforders and cruelties. Maxi- 
mian, who was Rill in Gaul, being informed of the preci- 
pitate retreat of Galerius, endeavoured to perfuade Con- 
Rantine to purfuehim; but finding that prince not inclined 
to engage in fo dangerous a war, he repaired the Alps, and 
returned to Rome. There he reigned fome time jointly 
wiili his foil, but was not treated with the fame refpeft 
which tli e public paid to Maxentius He was fo piqued at Maximian 
his own want of confequence, that, divelling himiell of all attemptst 9 i 
paternal atfettion, he refolved to deprive Maxentius of the depofe his 
empire, not doubting but the troops that had abandoned Se- -Z 3 * 1 
verus, as they had formerly belonged to him, would favour 
his attempt. Having therefore endeavoured to eftrange 
them from his fon, he aflembled both the people and fol- 
diery ; and, after a long defcant upon the evils and misfor- 
tunes of the times, he turned unexpectedly to his fon, who 
fat on the tribunal with him, reproached him as the foie 
author of the prefent calamities, and, after many bitter and 
virulent inveCtives, ftripped him of his purple robes, and 
tore them in pieces. Maxentius, leaping from the throne, 
implored the protection of the foldiery, who, being moved 
with his tears, but more with his promifes, received him 
in their arms, loaded Maximian with reproaches, and 
threatened him with inRant death z . Zonaras relates, that 


y La£h Perf. cap. 27, p. 25. Pan. 6 , p- 136. i^ionym. p. 472. 
* Eutrop. p. 687. Zof. Jib. ii. p. 674. 
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Maximian, to appeafe the foldiery, told them, that he had 
made life of that artifice to try whether or not they were 
fincerely attached to his fon ; but no one believing him, he 
thought it advifeable to leave the city, and accordingly pro- 
ceeded to Gaul, where he complained to Conftantine, that 
his fon had driven him from Rome. But Conftantine, not 
feeming to be much affefted with his complaints, about the 
month of November he repaired to Galerius, the declared 
enemy of his fon, to regulate with him, as he pretended, 
the public affairs, but in reality to watch an opportunity of 
difpatching him, and fcizing his provinces a . On this oc- 
calion Maximian, in a private conference with his ancient 
colleague, made ufe of every argument to prevail upon him 
to refumc the empire, and deliver the people of Rome from 
fo many tyrants b . Victor the younger writes, that Gale- 
rius himfelf prefled Dioclefian to re-afcend the throne c . 
Be that as it may, Dioclefian found fuch delights in a re- 
tired life, that he would attend to no prupofals of that na- 
ture. Laftantius affures us, that the defign of Maximian 
was to reinftate Dioclefian and himfelf in the empire, and 
deftroy the reft one after another, his own fon not except- 
ed. Some writers, and Eutropius among the reft, feem to 
have believed, that Maximian only pretended to be at va- 
riance with his fon, in order to deceive the other princes, 
and compafs their ruin ; but, on the contrary, he was ob- 
liged to authorize with his prefence the promotion of Lici- 
nius, whom Galerius created emperor in the room of Se- 
verus, on the eleventh of November of this year 307. 

Licinius was a native of New Dacia, which lay on the 
Roman fide of the Danube, and was, ever fince the reign 
of Aurelian, accounted one of the provinces of Ulyricum. 
He pretended to derive his pedigree from the emperor Phi- 
lip, but was in reality fprung from a mean and ignoble fa- 
mily d . His education was fuitable to his birth ; for he was 
brought up without the lenft knowlege of letters ; nay, he 
was not aihamed to declare himfelf an open enemy to learn- 
ing, calling the fciences the peft and bane of the ftate. 
He was naturally of a cruel, violent, and haughty temper, 
and addidled, even in his old age, to the moft infamous 
debaucheries r . His infatiable avarice prompted him, when 
raifed to the empire, to fill his coffers by the moft unjuft, 
tyrannical, and iniquitous methods. However, he was a 
brave and experienced officer, kept the foldiers to their 
duty, punifhed the lealt trani'gieflions with the utmoft fe- 

a Lafr. Pei f. cap. p. 26. Eutrop. p. 6^7, b Zof lib. ii. 

P 673. tYift. Epit. p 541. d Anonym, p.473, e Eufeb, 
jib, ix. cap. 8, p. 397, 

verity. 
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verity, and revived in the army the difcipline of the ancient 
Romans. In the year 323 he was, according to Vi&or the 
younger, about fixty f . However, in 313 he married Con- 
ftantia, the lifter of Conftantine, and had children by her g . 
Galerius and he had lived in great intimacy ever fince they 
firft entered into the army; and the emperor, repofing an 
entire confidence in him, had, in all his expeditions, after 
he had attained to the dignity of Csefar, fuffered himfelf to 
be wholly governed by his counfels. The memorable vic- 
tory which Galerius gained over the Perfians, was in great 
mcafure owing to the valour and conduft ol Liciuius. Gn- 
lerius feems at firft to have given him only the provinces of 
Pannonia and Rhzctia ; but at the fame time he promifed 
tt) put him in poffeflion of thofe that were held by Maxen- 
tius, as foon as he had depofed that ufurper h . Thus was 
the empire ruled at once by fix princes, Maximian, G’alc- 
rius, Licinius, Maximin, Conftantine, and Maxentius. 

While thefe difturbances and changes happened in the 
Weft, Maximin enjoyed a profound peace and tranquillity 
in the Eaft, which he governed with the title only of Ciefar. 
But when he underftood, that Licinius had been declared 
emperor, he prefl'ed Galerius to raife him to the fame rank. 
The emperor could not be prevailed upon to grant him his 
requeft, but to content him contrived a new title, appoint- 
ing, that he and Conftantine ftiould, for the future, be 
ftyled Filii Auguftorum, fons of emperors ; which apella- 
tion is ftill to be feen on fome of his and Conftantine’s 
coins 1 . Maximin pretended to be fatisfied with this new 
mark of diftinftion, but in the mean time caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor by his army ; and in the letter 
which he wrote on that occafion to Galerius, affured him 
that the troops had, without his confent or co-operation, 
faluted him Auguftus. This incident gave Galerius 
great uneafinefs ; but neverthelefs, as he did not think it 
prudent to quarrel with his nephew about the title he had 
ufurped, he confirmed it, and at the fame time granted it 
to Conftantine, who was thus, through the ambition of 
another man, acknowleged emperor through the provinces 
of the empire. 

This year Maximian, thinking himfelf neglefted by Ga- 
lerius, left Illyricum, and privately withdrew to Conftan- 
tine in Gaul, with a defign to embrace the firft opportunity 
that offered to difpatch him, and caufe himfelf to be ac- 
knowleged in his room. The better to deceive, he quitted 

f Eutrop. p. 587, Vift. Epit. p. 543. 5 La 5 t. Perf. cap. 20, 

P-19. h Zof. lib- ii, p. 674. 1 Birag. p. 446. La£h p. 23. 

Eufeb. p, 310, 
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the purple the fecond time, declaring that, in imitation of 
Diocletian, he would lead a retired liie, and no longer con- 
cern himfelf with public affaiis. Conflantine received him 
with the greatefl mark* of honour and efteem, afligned him 
an apartment in his own palace, and commanded all his 
fubjetls to pay the fame obedience to the orders of his fa- 
ther-in-law, as to his own. But the reftlefs and turbulent 
fpirit of Maximian did not fufler him long to enjoy fo 
happy a fituation. Conflantine was then bufied in building 
a bridge over the Rhine \ which great undertaking (truck 
the neighbouring nations with iucii terror, that they ftnt 
anibafl'adors to fue fur peace, oilering to deliver up fome of 
th tir chiefs as hotlages and pledges of their fincerity. How- 
ever, fome Franks liill continued in arms ; and againft thefe 
Ma xi mi an adviied Conflantine to march with a lmall body 
of forces, and leave tiie refl at Arelatum, now Arles. 

I_ *' s tlcl ^ n WiLS t0 nia ke himfelf mailer of Conflaiitiiie’s 
°to\i€fbly foi ccs, and feize his provinces, if any misfortune fhould 
Unpantine. Refill him, as there was room to believe there might, be be- 
ing attended only by a fmall army. Conflantine, not fuf- 
pedhing the JealL treachery, followed the advice of his fa- 
ther-in-law, who marched part of the way with him, and 
then returned to Arles, where the emperor had left the 
fiower of his troops. When lie thought him engaged in 
the enemy’s country, he fuddcnly relumed the purple the 
third time, made hrnnelf mailer of the palace, feized on 
the treafurcs, dillributcd great part of them among the fol- 
diers who wire prufent, and wrote to thofe who were ab- 
fent letters filled with moll bitter invedlives againft C011- 
flantine, inviting them with prodigious promifes, to follow 
the example ot the troops at Arles ,c . Conflantine was no 
in oner informed of thefe tranfaQions, than he led back lii& 
axm) by land from the Rhine to Chalons, where he em- 
barked Ids forces on the Soane , and landing them unex- 
pedledly at Ailes, i u rprifed Maximian, before he was in a 
condition to oppofe him. The foldiers, who had declared 
for Maxuman, awed by the prefence of their lawful com- 
mander, returned to their duty, a fmall number excepted, 
who being icduced by the prefents and promifes of the 
u urper, fled with him to Marieilles. Conflantine purfued 
V C [ n c L 0 ^ e ’ ant ^ arr * v mg before the place, would have car- 
ried it by aflault, had not his fcaling-laddcrs unfortunately 
proved too fhort. This defeat obliged him to retreat j but 
in the mean time fome of the inhabitants having opened 

9 P ' I99 ’ lOD ‘ Zof ' ,ib ' “• P- 6 73- Valef. 
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one of the gates to Conftantine’s foldiers, they entered the 
city, feized on the ufurper, and carried him to Conftan- 
tine ; who after having reproached him with his treachery 
and ambition, and obliged him to quit the purple, not only 
granted his life, but fuffered him to continue in the fame 
palace. 

During thefe events, the troops in Africa revolting from Alex am 
Maxentius, declared Alexander, who commanded them in u J ur P*t 
quality of lieutenant, emperor, and with the ufual cere- e ^P\ re 1 
monies inverted him with the purple at Carthage- He was 
defcended of an ignoble and mean family in Phrygia, or, 
as Aurelius Vittor aflerts, in Pannonia. All authors re- 
prefent him in every refpeot unequal to fo great a charge, 
advanced in years, and dertitute of vigour, prudence, and 
courage. Befides, his troops confirted chiefly of new le- 
vies, unacquainted with military difcipline, and in general 
without arms. However, as he had Maxentius for his rival, 
he maintained his ufurped authority for the fpace of three 
years at leaft, fome of his Greek cuius, which have reached 
us, being dated the fourth year of his reign *. 

The two following years are remarkable for nothing but 
the Panegyric on Conrtantinc, which Eumenius pronounced 
in a city fituated on a great river that falls into the Rhine, 
above Cologne, fuppofed to be Treves, which (lands upon 
the Mofelle m . 

Maximian, no longer able to lead a private and retired 
life, refolved to attempt the recovery of his former power j 
but being apprehenfive that all his efforts would prove un- 
fucceisful, while Conflantine lived, he determined, in the 
firil place, ro murder him ; and, in order to compafs this 
wicked purpofe, had recourfc to his daughter Faufta, the 
wife of Conrtantinc, uling his utmoft endeavours, and all 
manner of carefles and intreaties, to prevail upon her to 
betray her hufband, and leave the door of the bed-chamber 
open. She promifed to comply with his requeft, but im- 
mediately revealed it to Conrtantinc, who, unwilling to 
condemn his father-in-law without fome undeniable proof 
of his guilt, placed one night an eunuch in his bed, and 
icfi: the door of the chamber open. Maximian did not neg- 
le£t the opportunity, and entering the room about mid- 
night, killed the eunuch, crying out, as he retired, “ Con- 
Rantine is dead 5 I am emperor.” But Conflantine appear- 
ing that inflant, attended by a guard, arrefted him, and He is dif- 
ihewed him the body of the eunuch. As he had been covered 

and ftized. 
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chiefly encouraged to this excefs of wickednefs by the mild 
treatment which he had hitherto met with, and dill pro- 
mifed himfelf, from Condantine, that prince thought him- 
felf obliged, in his own defence, to put an end to the life 
and crimes of fuch an ambitious, implacable, and treacher- 
ous enemy. The only favour he granted him was the choice 
of his death, and he chofe the moil infamous and dis- 
graceful, which was that of hanging n . Such w^as the un- 
happy, but deferred end of Maximian, after he had reign- 
ed, with great glory, at lead twenty years, and lived, ac- 
cording to Victor the younger, about fixty. Con flan tine 
caufed all his flatues to be pulled down, his images defaced, 
and his inscriptions erafed, not fparing even fueh as were 
common to him with Diocletian. 

Galerius about this period was feized with a mod dread- 
ful didemper, an incurable ulcer in his privy parts ; which 
the Chridian writers afcribe to the divine vengeance, for 
his having perfecutcd the church. This year Condantine 
waged war with the Alemans, the Brutterians, Cherufcans, 
Chamovians, and feveral other Geiman nations, who, after 
having attacked the Romans in feparate bodies, joined all 
their forces, and formed a very numerous and powerful 
army Condantine, not depending upon the relation of 
others, ventured in difguife into the midd of their army, 
pretending to be a deputy fent to them by the emperor. As 
he found they were afraid to rifk an engagement, and de- 
tignccl to feparate, a dep which might have protrafted the 
war, he allured them, that the emperor was not then 
with lus army ; a circumdance which they no fooner un- 
derdood, than they difmifled the pretended envoy, and, 
w ithout lofs of Lime, marched with all their forces againd 
thi enemy. Condantine received them at the head of his 
army, routed them at the firlt onfet, and made a dreadful 
flaughter in the purfuit. 

As the diflemper of Galerius grew daily more violent, lie 
began at length to afcribe it to the jud vengeance of hca- 
\en, for his cruelties to the innocent Chriftians, and im- 
11,1 lately pubiifhed an edict, ordering a dop to be put to 
the perdvutirn. Ibis cdi£t was enabled in the name of 
three ernpciors, Galerius, Condantine, and Licinius. 
jVJaxemius was looked upon by Galerius as an enemy, and 
had ncvti hi en acknowleged by him ; and as for Maxim in, 
he either would not agree with the red to terminate the 
perfexution, or his name has been, through a midake of 


* La£>. Pe rf cap, 
Vifh Epit. p. ^4 j. 
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the tranferibers, omitted in the edift, as that of Licinius 
has been left out in molt editions of Eufebius, and even in 
the Latin tranllation by Rufinus. The edift, dated the 
twentieth year of the reign of Galerius, was published at 
Nicomedia on the thirtieth of April, and the following Yr. of FI, 
month his death was known in that city ; for he died, ai> aC 59- 
cording to the molt probable opinion, at Sardica, the me- y' c P , 1 ^ i ' T 
tropolis of New Dacia, now known by the name of Sofia, ‘ '° 59 * 
or, as the inhabitants ftyle it, Triadizza p . Galerius had // x/ 
reigned nineteen years, two months, and fome days. Be- 
fore he expired, he earneftly recommended to Licinius his 
wife Valeria, the daughter of Dioclefian, and Candidianus 
his natural fon. He was buried in the fame city where he 
was born, and afterwards deified with the ufual ceremo- 
nies q . 

Maximin was no fooner informed of the death of Gale- 
rius, than he haftened from the Eaft, where he then was, 
and entering Bithynia, made himfelf mafter of all the 
countries beyond the Propontis. On the other hand, Li- 
cinius having alfembled his forces, marched to oppofe him; 
and the two armies encamped oppofite each other, one on 
the coalt of Afia, and the other in Europe. However, they 
came at length to an agreement ; and in a private interview, 
held in the (freights of Chalcedon, they entered into an 
offenfive and defenfivc alliance, which was confirmed with 
the molt folemn oaths r . Maximin remained mafter of Liuwus 
Bithvnia, and Licinius of Thrace, the (freights of Chalce- a,:ci M ~ 
don being the common boundary between the two empires. p To _ 
Valeria, the widow of Galerius, though earneftly reconi- 
mended by him at the point of death to Licinius, chofe to 
withdraw into the dominions of Maximin, with her mother 
Prifca, the wife of Dioclefian, Candidianus, the natural 
fon of Galerius, and Severianus, the fon of Severus. 

Maximin treated Valeria for fome time, with the utmoft 
refpett, honouring her with the title of mother; he alfo 
conceived a violent paffion for her, and even offered to re- 
pudiate his own wife, and marry her. Valeria, furprifed 
at this unexpected propofal, anfwered him with great free- 
dom, that the (fate and habit (he was in, the time of her 
mourning for the death of her hufband not being yet ex- 
pired, did not allow her to think of marriage ; that to her 
it feemed very (trange he fhould put away a wife who had 
not given him the lealt occafion of complaint ; that fuch 

P La£h Perf. cap. 35. p. 3^ Eufebius, lib. viii, cap. 17. p. 
q Via. Epit. p. 543- Birag' P* 44^ r Eufcb, lib, ix. cap^ 
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condufl gavrf her room to cxpedt the like treatment ; and* 
in fhort, that it was both unbecoming and unprecedented, 
in a per/bn of her rank, to entertain the leafl thought of a 
fecond marriage. Maximin was provoked to fnch a degree 
by thivs noble and generous anfwer, that changing his love 
into hatred and rage, he immediately banifhed both her and 
her mother, frized on all her effefts, and confined her do- 
meftics. He, upon falfe accufations, put her eunuchs to 
the rack, fentenced to death feveral illuflrious ladies who 
attended her, and among the reft two wives of fenators. 
They were publicly executed atNicaea, upon the deposition 
of a Jew, who had accufed them of adultery. The peo- 
ple loudly complained of fuch cruel injuRice, and, tranf- 
ported with rage, would have torn in pieces Eratineus, the 
governor of that province, while he fat on his tribunal to 
condemn them, had he not been furrounded by a numerous 
body of foldiers, who with difficulty protected him againft 
the infults of the incenfed populace. r J he Jew, their ac- 
cufcr, being afterwards condemned to be crucified, acknow- 
Jeged on the ctcfs their innocence, and his own guilt, in 
buffering himfelf to be fuborned to accufe them s . Valeria, 
though confined in the deferts of Syria, found means to 
acquaint her father Dioclefian with the mifernble Hate flic 
was in, who, moved with tendernels and compafiion, de- 
puted feveral perfons, and amongft the red a kinlman of 
his own, an officer of great diftintlion in the army, to in- 
treat Maximin, by all the obligations he owed him, to re- 
Icafe his beloved daughter from her confinement, and allow 
him the fatishiflion of enjoying her company in his old 
age. But the tyrant was deaf to all intreaties ; and his 
unkindnels is fa i d to have hr.it ened the death of the old 
emperor. 

Confhuninc, in the mean time, was bufilv employed in 
vifiting the provinces under his government, lie arrived 
this year, the fixtli of his reign, at Autun ; and finding the 
inhabitants opprefled with taxes, not only forgave them 
v, hat they owed to the treafury fince his acceflion to the 
empire, but remitted above a fourth part of all irr.pofts. In 
acknowlegement of this favour, the city of Autun, confider- 
jng the emperor as their founder, took the name ofFJa- 
Via, which was the name of his family; and upon his re-> 
turn to the place of his refidence, they fent Eumenius to 
return him thanks for his extraordinary kindnefs ; which 
i! e orator did in a Ipcech that is Hill extant h During 
thefe tranfattions Maxcntius, who reigned at Rome, under- 

9 L: fl. Tt-rf. cap* 39,40, p. 35 , 3 5. * Paneg. &, p. 188, &c, 
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took the redu&ion of Africa, which had revolted, and de- 
clared Alexander emperor. Againft him Maxcntius dif- 
patched Rufus, or Rufius Volufianus, probably the confiil 
of this year, and one Zenus, a celebrated commander, who, 
in the fir ft battle that was fought, routed Alexander’s 
troops, took him prifoner, and caufed him to be imme- 
diately ftrangled u . 

Thus ended the war in Africa ; but not the calamities of MaxentUu 
that unhappy province : for Maxentius ordered the Afri- ™faces 
cans, who were considerable either for their birth or wealth, ^ 
to be inhumanly put to death, and feized their eftates, pre- vinceof 
tending they had favoured the ufurper; and he com- Africa . 
manded Carthage, at that time one of the moft beautiful 
and Uourifliing cities in the world, to be laid in allies. 

Thus was the province of Africa utterly ruined. The in- 
habitants were reduced to beggary, and obliged, through 
fear of the tyrant, to abandon their native country, and 
take ihelter in the provinces of the other princes. Maxen- 
tius triumphed at Rome for the defeat of Alexander, or ra- 
ther for the deftriuftinn of Carthage, and the ruin of 
Africa. But Rome and Italy were no lefs grievoully Romeand 
afflicted by the lewd, inhuman, and avaricious tyrant, than ltal y 
Carthage and Africa. Maxentius allowed his foldiers the ^^° e f y b 
fame unreftrained liberty, or rather liccntioufnefs, in which him, J 
he indulged himfelf, abandoning to them the honour, the 
lives, and the fortunes of the moft innocent perfons. By 
thefe means, Rome was in a fliort time reduced to a moft 
deplorable condition; the fenarors were ftripped of their 
eftates, and either banifticd upon falfe accufations, or pub- 
licly executed; and the people fo loaded with taxes, that 
they were not able to purchafc the common necefia- 
ries, and great numbers of them died daily for want. He The crucU 
was greatly addicted to the ftudy of magic, which urged °J Maxen* 
him to many unaccountable cruelties, as he hoped to learn tluTm 
future events from the entrails of women, and innocent 
children w . A fire accidentally breaking out in the temple 
of Fortune, and the people flocking from all parts to extin- 
guifh it, a loldier uttered fome words of raillery againft the 
unfortunate goddefs ; which one ol the populace hearing, 
killed the foldier on the fpot. His comrades, to revenge 
his death, fell fword in hand upon the people, and a dread- 
ful tumult enfued, in which an incredible number of per- 
fons loft their lives x . 

« Aur. Vift. p. 516. Zof. lib. ii. p, 675. w Fanegyr. 6. p, 

P pufeb, p. 310. 
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Maxentius, elated with his fuccefs againft Alexander, 
tyrant of Africa, began to entertain thoughts of deftroying 
the other princes ; for he was often heard to fay, that he 
alone was emperor, and that the others were only his lieu- 
tenants, employed to defend and guard the confines of the 
empire againft the incurfions of the Barbarians. He re- 
folved to begin with Conftantine, under the plaufible pre- 
tence of revenging the death of his father Maximian y . He 
had then under his command a hundred and feventy thou- 
fancl foot, and eighteen thoufand horfe, moft of whom had 
ferved under his father, and confequently were enured to 
military toils and dangers. He had amafled, by his extor- 
tions, great funis to defray the charges of a war, and pro- 
vided great magazines of provifion, having for that purpofe 
drained Africa, and the adjacent illands. He no fooner 
began to aflemble his troops, than Conftantine wrote to 
him, and, by laying before him the dreadful evils and cala- 
mities attending a civil war, endeavoured to divert him 
from his purpofe. But Maxentius, who wanted only a pre- 
tence for dripping Conftantine of his dominions, without 
liftening to his remonftrances, caufed his ftatues to be 
pulled down, and his images to be defaced, pretending 
that he was determined at all events to revenge the death of 
his father. 

Conftantine, leaving a ftrong body of troops to guard 
the hanks ol the Rhine, and prevent the Barbarians from 
breaking into Caul during his abfence, proceeded on his 
march to Italy, at the head of an army, confiding of ninety 
thoufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe. Of thefe only 
twenty-five thoufand were Romans, and the reft auxi- 
lia ries x (I" ). He endeavoured to gain over Licinius, by 
promifing him his filter Conftantia in marriage; a circum- 
stance which gave fuch jealoufy to Maximin, that he fent 
deputies to court the friendfhip of Maxentius, and entered 
into an alliance with him ; which however was kept fecret ; 
for Conftantine was not apprifed of it till he became mailer 
of Rome, and faw the ftatue of Maximin placed clofe to 

y ^°f* hh. ii. p. 675. Aur. Vi£h p. 526. 1 Zofi 

'ib. 11. p. 676. 

(F) Apancgyrift, in an ora- troops than Alexander had with 
tron pronounced before him, him, when he went to attack 
fays, that he engaged in this the king of Perfia ( 1) ; that is, 
Wii with a imaller number ot not quite forty thoufand men. 

(1 ) Pan. 6. p. 1 37, 

that 
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that of Maxentius a . Conftantine had inherited from his fa- 
ther fomedove and efteem for the Chriftians \ for the firlt 
ufe he made of his authority was to reftrain the perfec- 
tion in the provinces where he commanded. However, he 
had not yet (hewn any inclination to embrace a religion 
which he both honoured and efteemed ; but in the war 
with Maxentius, apprehending the abfolute neceflity of ex- 
traordinary affiflance from heaven, he began ferioufly to 
confider what deity he fhould implore as his guardian and 
protestor. He revolved in his mind the fallacious anfwers 
given by the oracles to other princes, and the fuccefs that 
had attended his father Conflantius in all his wars, who 
defpifed the many gods worfhipped by the Romans, and 
acknowleged only one Supreme Being. 

To this God, therefore, he addrelled himfelf with great 
humility and fervor, befeeching Him to make himfelf 
known to him, and to aflift him in his prefent expedition. 
If we may credit Eufebius, heaven granted his prayer in a 
manner altogether miraculous. As he was marching at 
the head of his troops in the open fields, there fuddenly 
appeared to him, and the whole army, a little after mid- 
day, a pillar of light above the fun, in the form of a crofs, 
with this infcription, cc In this conquer.” The emperor 
was in great diftrefs about the meaning of this wonderful 
vifion, till the following night ; when our Saviour appear- 
ing, with the fame fign that had been feen in the heavens, 
commanded him to caufe fuch another to be framed, and 
to make ufe of it in conquering his enemies. Next morn- 
ing Conftantine imparted to his friends what he had feen 9 
and fending for the ableft artificers and workmen, ordered 
them to frame a crofs of gold, and precious ftones, accord- 
ing to his directions (G). Being, after the miraculous vi- 
fion 


a Lai 5 t. Perf. cap. 43. p. 37. 


(G) Th is crofs is minutely 
defciilied by Eufebius, who 
faw it (2). In a crown of gold 
at the top of the crofs was a fi- 
gure, confining of the two firfl 
letters of the name of Chrilt, 
according to the Greek ortho- 
graphy (3). Thn figure, on 
1'otne medals, is formed thus 
in others thus and the 
itandard thus marked, called 


labarum. When the troops in 
any part of the army began to 
give ground, the emperor caufed 
the fhindard with the crofs to 
be conveyed thither ; and his 
fairh, fays Eufebius (4), was re- 
warded with vi£tory, which be- 
gan on that fide where the 
greatefl danger was apprehend- 
ed. Conftantine had the above 
mentioned vifion before he 


(1) Eufeb. Vit. Conlh lib. i. cap 27 — 31. p. 421—423. (3) Ba- 
ron, ad Ann, cap. 31—423. (4) Eufeb. Vit. Conit. lib. ii. p- 44-7- 
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don, immutably determined to adore that God alone who 
had appeared to him, he fent for feveral bifliops, in order 
to be indrufted in the myfteries of their religion, and in 
feveral particulars of the late apparition. He received them 
with the utrnnft refpeft, and believed what they told him 
of the divinity, incarnation, crofs, and death of our Sa- 
viour, rending, with great attention, the holy Scriptures, 
and confulting in his doubts the biihops, whom, for that 
purpofe, he kept condantly about his perfon b . 

The convcrfion of Conflantine produced a great altera- 
tion in the church. The whole imperial family followed, 
it feems, his example ; we are well afiured that his mother 
Helen did: for though Theodoret writes, that die infpired 
her fon from his infancy with fentiments of piety c , yet 
Kufebius fays, in exprefs terms, that fine knew not the true 
God, till hie was induced by her fon to embrace the truth, 
and adhere to it. The zeal with which Conftantia fhewed 
for the doctrine of Arius, inclines us to believe, that (he 
profefTed the Chriltian religion. 

Conltantine eroded the Alps without oppofition, till he 
arrived at iSegufium, now ttufa ; which being fortified both 
by nature and art, and defended by a numerous garrifon, 
refufed to fubmit. The emperor, having 01 tiered a general 
aflault, and at the fame time the gates to he fet on Fire, car- 
ried the place by dorm ; but would not allow it to be 
plundered, nor fufTir the inhabitants to he injured in their 
lives or fortunes d *, though Zolinnis writes, that he laid in 
ruins all the cities that prefumed to oppolV him c . From 
iSegufium lie marched to Auguda Taurinurum, now Turin, 
in the neighbourhood of which place he was oppofed by a 
numerous army of the enemy, wdiofe cavalry, armed cap- 
a-pc, fell upon him with a fury hardly to be exprtfled ; but 
Condantine ordering his ranks to open and receive them, 


b Eufeb. Vit. Con ft. lib. i. car*. 32. p. 423, 424. c Theodor, 

lib. i. cap, 17. p. 563. d Eufeb. Vit. Conit. lib. i. cap, 37. p. 426. 
* Z of. lib. ii. p. 676. 
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they were furrounded on all Tides, and, unwieldy as thev 
w ere, pulled off their hories, and killed, without the lofs of 
a finale man ffh Conftan tine’s fide. The reft of the army 
was eafily routed, and purfued with great daughter to the 
gates of Tin in ; which the citizens ftiut againft them, but 
opened to Conftantine, whom they received with the 
greateft demonftrations of joy. All the cities between the 
Po und the Alps followed their example, fending deputies 
with plenty of provisions to the conqueror, and ailifting him 
totheutmoftoi their power againft Maxentius, wliofe cruel- 
ties and tyranny they deteftecl f - From Turin he marched 
to Milan, which he entered without oppofition. Having 
palled a few days in this place, he purfued his march to 
Jlrefcia, where he was encountered by a numerous body of 
horfc, who being routed at the firft onfet, retired in great 
confufion to Verona, the place appointed for the general 
rendezvous of all the troops of Maxentius. They w ere 
very numerous, and commanded by Pvuricius Pompeianus, 
an experienced officer, captain of the guards to Maxentius, 
who, not daring to venture a battle, iliut himfelf up in Ve- 
rona, with part of his troops. 

Conftantine, having palled the Adige a great diftance Verona b t 
above that city, in veiled it with his whole army. Porn- f e Z € ~* 
peianus made a vigorous fally ; but being repulfed with 
great lofs, he efcaped in the night, and foon after returned 
with a numerous army, which he had aflembled with in- 
credible expedition. Conftantine, receiving intelligence of 
his approach, left part of bis troops to purfue the fiege, and 
marched with the reft to give him battle. An engagement Maxen- 
enfued, which lafted almoft the whole night; but at length tius'j army 
the troops of Pompeianus were utterly defeated, and the dejeattd. 
general himfelf was killed. The city of Verona, after a y eron 
vigorous refiftance, furrendered at diferetion, and Conftan- ta k tn 
tine, contrary to their expectation, granted them their 
lives ; but that his own troops might not be employed in 
guarding them, as they w r ere very numerous, he caufed 
chains to be made of their fwords, and confined them in 
two prifons. During the fiege of Verona, Conftantine de- 
tached part of his Iroops to attack Aquileia, Mutina, and and feve- 
feveral other cities, which readily fubmitted. Thus he be- r f Mother 
came mafter of all the places between the Alps and Rome, Cltl€s ' 
the deliverance of w hich city from the tyranny of Maxentius 
he confidered of the utmoft confequence. 

He iheiefore bent his inarch thither, and approached Cerfantine 

the city with all his forces. His approach roufed Maxen- a PP r °acbes 
' Rome. 


tius, 


f Panegyr, 6, 7, p, 13B. 166, & feq, 
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tius, who had abandoned himfelf to eafe, and wallowed in 
all manner of debaucheries, {tiding the unwelcome tidings 
that were daily brought to him of the defeat of his troops 
and the progrefs of Conftantine. He caufed a bridge of 
boats to be laid over the Tiber, a little above the Milvian 
bridge, now Ponte Molle, fo contrived that it could be 
enfily loofened ; and he charged the engineer to disjoin it 
when Conftantine fhould be upon it in his paflage. But 
the emperor encamped in a fpacious plain, oppofite the 
Milvian bridge, hoping to draw Maxentius out of Rome, 
ami tempt him to venture a general engagement, being 
well npprifed, that if he kept within the city, which was 
plentifully fupplied with provifions, the befieging him there 
would prove a dangerous undertaking, and protraft the war 
to a great length. Maxentius, however, ordering his 
troops to encamp between the Milvian bridge and the city, 
in order to prevent Conftantine from approaching the walls, 
did not ftir out of his palace, till he was frightened from 
it by an inaufpicious omen, which obliged him to repair 
with his wife and fon to the houfe of one of his friends 
On the twenty-eighth of Oftober, Maxentius, who then 
ended the fixlh year of his reign, exhibited, not with {land- 
ing the danger that threatened him, magnificent fhews in 
the circus; and having caufed the Sibylline books to be 
confulted, had this anfwer, that the great enemy of 
Rome was doomed to perifh that very day. This expref- 
fion he interpreted to mean Conftantine ; therefore, quit- 
ting the city without delay, he eroded the bridge, lately 
thrown over the Tiber, and chofe for the field of battle a 
place called Saxa Rubra, or the Red Rocks, about nine 
miles from Rome, drawing up his numerous army between 
the enemy and the river. 

Conftantine, overjoyed to find that Maxentius had march- 
ed out of the city, immediately advanced againft him ; and 
having encouraged his men with certain hopes of vi£lory, 
ordered the fignal for battle to be given. At the firft onfec 
the Romans and Italians in the army of Maxentius, out of 
hatred to the tyrant, fled with precipitation, but the others, 
chiefly the praetorian guards, the minifters of his tyranny, 
flood their ground, and fought with great refolution ; fo 
Yr. of FI. *hat the victory remained doubtful, till Maxentius’s ca- 
a66°, valry being broken, the tyrant abandoned the field to fave 
U C.1060 acr °f s his bridge of boats, and return to the citv h . 

_ All authors agree that, falling into the Tiber with his horfe 


e Paneg. 7. p. 145. h Z of. lib, ii, p, 676, Anonym, p. 473. 

Pancgyr. 6, 7. p, ,45, , 70l Laft, p, 3*. 
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and armour, he was drowned with many of his men, and 
fome of his chief officers. His body being found next 
day in the mudS-Conftantine ordered his head to be ftruck 
off; 'in order to exhibit it to the Roman people, who had 
not yet teftified any joy for his death, apprehending it 
might be only a falfe report, fpread on purpofe to difcover 
their inclination and real fentiments *. The fame day, 
which was the 29th of Odfober, Conftantine, caufing the 
head of Maxentius to be carried on a pole before his army, 
made his public entry into the city, attended by the ferrate 
in a body, and by infinite crouds of people, who flocked 
from all parts to behold, and welcome with loud fhouts of 
joy, their new prince and deliverer. 

The people demanded, with great importunity, the death 
of fome of the tyrant's chief minifters, but could not pre- 
vail upon the emperor to comply with their demands, and 
gratify their revengeful temper. All the troops of Maxen- 
tius were immediately difarmed ; but Conftantine reftored 
them, foon after, to their former condition, and employed 
them againft the Barbarians on the banks of the Rhine and 
the Danube. 

The praetorian guards lie either difbanded or reduced to 
the rank of common foldiers, caufing their camp, which 
had been begun by Sejanus, in the reign of Tiberius, to 
be utterly demoliftied k . Upon the death of Maxentius, 
incredible numbers of informers llarted up to accufe fuch 
as had adhered to that tyrant. But Conftantine ftifled their 
accufations by a law, in which be declared all informers, 
and fuch as attempted to difturb the peace and tranquility 
of private perfons with unjuft fuits, guilty of death h He 
reftored the fenate to its former luftre and authority, filling 
it with perfons of the greateft merit, chofen out of all the 
provinces under his dominion. He recalled thofe who had 
been banifhed by Maxentius \ fet at liberty all he had con- 
fined, and, by a general etiift, remitted, without diftinc- 
tion, whatever punifhment had been inflidted upon them 
by Maxentius m . 

The fenate decreed him the firft place among the empe- 
rors, though claimed by Maximin, and a triumphal arch, 
which is ftill ftanding, and was raifed, as we read in the 
infeription, in honour of Conftantine, for having by divine 
inftindt, and with extraordinary courage, delivered the re- 
public from the tyrant and his whole faction. In the fame 
infeription, Conftantine is ftyled the deliverer of Rome, 

1 Zof p, 677. k Zof lib. ii. p. 677. Aur. Vi£t. p. 5*6. 

Cod. Thcodof. iii.p. *30, 431. ™ Panegyr. 6 . p. 137. Sc 7- p. 175. 

and 
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anil the author of the public tranquility-. As he afcribed 
the late vi&ory, and all his other luccefies, not to Ms own 
conduct or ftrength, but to God alone, fffoii after his entry 
into Rome he caufed a ftatue to be erefled to himfelf, hold- 
ing a crofs in the right hand, with an infeription, import- 
ing, that under the influence of that victorious and falutary 
fign, he had delivered the city from the tyrannical yoke 
under which it groaned, and reftoied the fenate and peo- 
ple of Rome to their ancient liberty and fplendor. About 
the month of November of this year 312, an edict was 
iffued in his name, and in the name of Licinius, putting 
an end to the violent persecution which had been begun by 
Dioclcfian, and had raged with incredible fury in mod pro- 
vinces of the empire for the l'pace of ten years. This edicb 
was fent by the two emperors to Maximin, the moft implac- 
able enemy the Chriftians ever had, accompanied by a letter 
from Conftantine, acquainting them with the miraculous 
nfliftance he had received from heaven, and the victory he 
had gained over the tyrant Maxentius. As Maximin yet 
pretended to live in friendfhip and amity with Conftantine 
and Licinius (for the letter was figned by both princes), 
notwithftamlJng his hatred to the Chriftians, he publifhed 
in their favour the decree which is related at length by 
Eufebius ", and feems to have been enabled this year. 

The indiftions, that is, a cycle or revolution of fifteen 
years, employed in reckoning time, are fuppofed to have 
begun about the end of the prefent year 312. The origin 
of this cycle, and the etymology of its name, had occafion- 
ed great difputes among modern writers (H). 

During the war between Conftantine and Maxentius in 
the Weft, Maximin, who had enjoyed a profound tran- 
quility in the Eaft ever lince his agreement with Licinius, 
again began the perfecution, which the edifl of Galerius, 
in favour of the Chriftians, had obliged him to interrupt 

Q Eufeb, lib, ix. cap. 9. p- 360. 

(H) The reader will find in every fifteen years to impofe, 
Du Cange a lift of the authors or iudicerc , according to the 
who have written on this fub- Latin expreflion, an extraor- 
jeft(i). Conftantine having dinary tax for the paying thofe 
reduced the time, which the who were difeharged; and 
Romans were obliged to ferve, hence came this new cycle, 
to fifteen years, fays Baronius, which, from the Latin word/n- 
he was confequently obliged dicere, was ftyled indiftion (z). 

, (0 Vide Chi on. Pafchale, feu Alexand rin, ex edit. Cangiana, Pa- 
th. aun. (a) Ba#on, ann. 311. 


for 
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for Come time. In a refeript, addrelfed to the inhabitants 
of Tyre, he had boafted of the happinefa of his reign, 
which, hej^jd j'Tftttl never been interrupted or difturbed by 
wars, dorms, dearih of provifions, contagions, or earth- 
quakes. This exemption from the evils that afflifted other 
parts of the empire, heaferibed to the great care he took in 
promoting the worfhip of the gods, and perfecting, with 
lire and ivvord, their enemies the Chriftians. But the very Hisdomi- 
next winter proving uncommonly dry, the drought pro- . 

1 I r - & . 1 r ■ ; J r i jr 1 fl' fled with 

ci need a famine, and the famine occahoned a dreadful 7L)j/ / ; man y 
plague, attended with naufeous fores, which breaking out dreadful 
in the face, and efpecially about the eyes, deprived an infi- calamities. 
nite number of men, women, and children of fight. To 
the famine and plague that ravaged the dominions of Maxi- 
min with a fury hardly to be exprelTed, was added a de- 
lliuftive war : for the tyrant, attempting to oblige the 
-Armenians, who had embraced the Chriftian religion, to 
offer victims to his falfe deities, forced them to take arms 
in their own defence, and, from ancient friends and allies, 
to become enemies of the Roman people and empire 0 . 

This mult be umierftood of Armenia Major; for the peo- 
ple of Armenia Minor were not allies, but fubjefts of th£ 
empire* This is the firft inftance we find in hiftory of a 
religious war, or a war undertaken for the fake of religion. 

As to Lhc idhe of it, we are only told, that Maximin and 
his army fullered much, our hiftorinn being wholly employ- 
ed in deferibing the inexpreflible miferies that attended the 
plague and the famine in all the provinces fubjeft to Maxi- 
min, and the charitable conduct of the Chriftians towards 
their grcatell enemies during the time of their diftrefs p . 

r fhe next coufuls were Conftantine and Licinius, both 
for the third time. The former did not, it feems, remain 
at Rome above two months, as appears from a law which 
he publilhed at Milan, dated the tenth of March h He 
was met in that city by Licinius, who married his filler Conflantim 
Conftantia, betrothed to him before his war with Maxen- fi- ar ZL eJ 
tins r . They both wrote to Dioclefian, inviting him to Conjlantia 
alii ll at that lolemnity ; but he begging to be exculed on ac- to Licinius . 
count of his age, they highly relented his refufal, and fent 
him a fecoiul letter, filled with menaces, which haftened 
his death ; for he died in the month of July of this year 
313. The two emperors, in this interview, enadled an 
edi£l in favour of the Chriftians, which is related at length 

0 Euleb, lib. ix cap. 7. p. 353, 354, 355* l> Idem ibid. p. 

355 — 357. q Cod. Tlieodwf. tom. v. p, 114. r Laft. Perf. 

cap. 45. p. 38. Vift, epic. p. 545. ZoT. lib, ii, p. 677, Anonym, p. 473. 
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by Eufebius Conftantine was foon obliged to leave Mi- 
lan, and hnften into Gaul to oppofe the Franks, who break- 
ing the treaty which they had made a icw H years before, 
were aflembling their forces with a defign to invade zhe Ro- 
man dominions. The emperor arrived while they were 
preparing to pafs the Rhine ; but finding they withdrew 
as he approached, he retired with his army, leaving a body 
of troops concealed among the woods at a fmall diftance 
from the river. The Franks no fooner heard of his de- 
parture, than they repaired the Rhine; when the Romans, 
riling unexpectedly out of their ambufeade, attacked them 
before they could draw up their forces, cut great numbers 
of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to repafs the river 
in the utmoft confufion. Conftantine, not allowing them 
time to recover themfclves from their confternation, entered 
their country, laid wafte their lands, burnt their habita- 
tions, and having taken an incredible number of captives, 
expofed them all to he devoured by the wild beafts in the 
Ihews which he exhibited on account of his vi£lory l (I). 
For this victory he afthmed the title of Francicus Con- 
Ihiiitine was u , in the months of November and December 
of this year, at Treves; during which time the panegyric 
of the anonymous writer is though t to have been pronounc- 
ed w , in which the orator extols the viftory which he had 
lately gained over Maxentius ; and in the cunclufion of his 
fpeech addrdles himfelf to the great and only true God ; 
but at the fame time plainly fhews, that he had not yet 
wholly renounced the fuperftitious ceremonies of the Gen- 
tiles. He obferves, that certain Barbarians, who inhabited 
a diltant country, had fubmitted to Conftantine ; but as to 
this particular there is a profound filence among hiftorians. 

In the courfe of this year Con ft an tine gran ted great privileges 
to catholic churches in Africa, which province had fubmitted 
upon the news of the death of Maxentius. Inarefcript addrelT- 
ed to Anulinus, whom he had appointed proconful of Africa, 
he commands him to exempt the clergy belonging to the 
catholic church, of which Ciecilianus, bifliop of Carthage, 


s Eufeb. lib. x. cap. 5. p, 3JJ8. t Valef. Rer. Frsnc. lib. i, 

p. 23. 25. u Cod. Thcod. Chrono). p. 7. w Fancgyr. 6. 


(I This feverity towards a 
perfidious and fairhlefs enemy, 
whom no ties could bind, is 
commended by his panegyrifl; 
but whether itanfvvers the cha- 
racter of a mild, generous, and 
beneficent prince, which all the 


writers of thofe times give him, 
is what we leave our readers to 
judge. Cruelty, even towards 
an enemy, however treacher- 
ous, was nor, at leaft, counte- 
nanced by the religion which 
he profelfed. 
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was the head, from all civil employments, that they might 
not be diverte d fr om the facred functions of their office. 

Nothing- m fa^ TTfifr in that refeript, fpeaking of the clergy, 
will more contribute to the welfare of the hate, than thei-r 
applying themfelves wholly to the worfhip of God*. This 
ordinance was notified by Anulinus to Caecilianus, as ap- 
pears from his anfwer to Conftantine, dated the fifteenth of 
April of the year 313. As this exemption was granted 
only to the catholic clergy, the heretics, probably the Do- 
natifts, attempted to difturb them in the enjoyment of it ; 
a circumftance which obliged Conftantine to confirm the 
privileges he had granted them by a new edict, dated the 
twenty-firft of Oftober of this year. 

When Conftantine left Milan to oppnfe the Franks, who 
threatened to invade Gaul, Licinius returned to Illyricum, 
where he was foon after attacked by Maximin, who, taking War be* 
umbrage at his marrying the fifter of Conftantine, and jea- tween Li- 
lous of the good underftanding that fubfifted between thole c ^ tus y n d 
two princes, refolved to deftroy them, and to begin with a x imm ' 
Licinius, whofe ruin he hoped to compafs, while the other 
was employed in Gaul againft the Franks and Germans. 

With this view, he haftily alfembled his forces ; and, leav- 
ing Syria, marched in the depth of winter into Bithynia ; 
and from thence puffing into Thrace, befieged Byzantium, 
which, after having held out eleven days, was obliged to 
furrender. He attacked Heraclea next, which made a 
vigorous defence, but was in the end taken by ftorm. In 
the mean time, Licinius, having collected a body of forces, 
took the field, not with a defign to venture an engagement 
(for he had with him only thirty thoufand men, whereas 
Maximin’s army was twice that number), but to ftop the 
progrefs of bis conquefts. However, the two armies meet- 
ing between Heraclea and Adrianopolis, Licinius, if we 
may give credit to La&antius was encouraged in a dream Licinius \r 
to give the enemy battle, and allured of victory, provided dream or 
he implored the afliftance of the true God by a prayer 
which was fuggefted to him in his fleep. Licinius remem- 
bered it when he awaked, di&atcd it to his fecretary, and 
caufed many copies of it to be diftributed among his fol- 
diers, whom he took care to acquaint with his vifion ; 
which infpired them with frefh courage, and an eager de- 
fire of engaging the enemy, over whom they promifetl 
themfelves certain viftory, fince Heaven had declared in 
their favour. This prayer is related at length by Laftan- 
tius. Licinius defigned to give battle on the firft of May, 

* Eufeb, lib, xx. cap, 6, p, 392. r La£t. Perfi cap. 46. p. 39. 
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the day on which Maximin ended the eighth year of his 
reign. But Maximin having drawn up hj^rmy in order of 
battle, on the laft day of April, Licinius cribl' , * s ' , 'vl*e«£cr 
decline the engagement. 

When the two armies were in prefence of one another, 
the officers and foldiers of Licinius, quitting their fhields 
and helmets, with their hands lifted up to heaven, repeated 
three times the above mentioned prayer. Afterwards the 
two princes had an interview; but Maximin rejeifting all 
terms, they parted, and ordered the fignal for battle to be 
He gains a given. Zofimus writes, that Licinius’s men at fi rib gave 
complete ground, and retired ; but foon after returned to the charge, 
o^rJkJa- and obtained a victory z . But La£lantiu$ and Eufebius 3 tell 
ximin. us, that the army of Maximin was put to flight at the very 
firft onfet, and purfued with great daughter by the con- 
queror. Molt of his troops, eipecially the legions, were 
killed, and the reft, his guards not excepted, abandoning 
him, lubmitted to Licinius. Maximin himfelf, quitting 
his purple robes, fled in the difguife of a Have ; and cro fl- 
ing the Bofporus, reached Niccmcdiu on the firft of May 
about fun-fet, having in the fpace of twenty-four hours 
travelled an hundred and fix ty miles. Me did not halt at 
Nicomedia ; but taking with him his wife and children, 
continued his flight into Cappadocia, where he refumed the 
purple, being joined by foine troops that were marching 
from Syria to his afliftanee. 

Lictntus Licinius entering Bithynia a few days after the battle, 
ria/irr \f was received, in every place with the greateft demonflra- 
j U Bitky- tions of joy, efpecially at Nicomedia, where he caufed fo- 
7 wa. lemn thanks to be returned to the Almighty for the fuccefs 

with which he had blefled his arms; and then ordered the 
edidf, which had been enacted by him and Conftantine at 
Milan, in favour of the Chriltians, to be publifhed. Then 
he left Nicomedia, and purfuing Maximin, arrived at the 
itreights of mount Taurus, where he had refolved to make 
a ftand ; but his courage failing him at the approach of the 
vi&orious army, be retired with precipitation to Tarfus, 
propofing to pafs from thence into Egypt, and raife a new 
army in that country. But diftruftmg his troops, and ap- 
prehending they defigned to deliver him up to Licinius, he 
Theunac- re f°l vet h iince he found no means of making his efcape, to 
countable deftroy himfelf with poifon ; which however had not the 
difltmper oj deflred effect, but brought upon him a dreadful diftemper, 
Maximin. the unaccountable fymptdms of which are deferibed at 

* Zof. lib. iir p. 677. a Eufcb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p. 363. 
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length by Eufebius and Laftantius b , who afcribe it to di- 
vine vengeance. At length it put an end to his life at Tar- y r of FJ 
fus in Cilicia^rijB^t the middle of Auguft, after he had 2661. 
jpeighTll T 1 1 il e a rs with the title of Csefar, and five years A. D. 3 i 3# 
and fix months with that of Auguftus c . He left feveral u c,lo6l ‘ 
children, whom he had created Caefars, as appears from ^ ^ ^ ~ 

feveral ancient coins d 5 but their names are not recorded by 
hiftorians. 

By his death, Licinius became niafter of all the eaftern 
provinces; fo that the whole empire was divided between 
him and Conftantine. Maximin was declared by the edicts 
of the two furviving princes a public enemy. His ftatues 
were pulled down, his images defaced, his name was rafed 
out of all public inferiptions, and fuch monuments as had 
been erefted to his honour, were levelled with the ground. 

His children and relations were fentenced to death, and All his 
publicly executed ; his wife was thrown into the Oront cs friends, rt- 
at Antioch, and drowned ; all his minifters and favourites ^ att °ns t and 
were involved in his ruin, and among the refl: Culcianus, ^p^t^dlath 
who had put a great number of Chriftians to death in ^ Lianius, 
Egypt; Firmilianus, who had fignalized his hatred againft 
them in Paleftine ; and Peuccces, whom the tyrant had 
favoured above the reft, and created three times conful. 

Licinius caufed likewife a celebrated magician, named 
Theotechnes, and all his aflociates, to be publicly executed 
at Antioch, after having obliged them to difeover the im- 
poftures, with which they had led aftray the ignorant po- 
pulace, and excited againft the Chriftians c . Candidianus, 
th e ion of Galerius, being introduced to Licinius at Nico- 
media, was received with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and treated for fome time in a manner fuitableto his rank; 
but when he thought himfelf fafe, he was, by order of Li- 
cinius, murdered with Severianus, the fon of Severus. 

Valeria, the daughter nf Dioclefinn, and widow of Gale- 
rius, who had adopted Candidianus, was no fooner inform- 
ed of his death, than ftie withdre w from Antioch with her 
mother Prifca, and wandered about in difguife, and undif- 
covered, for the fpace of fifteen months ; but being at 
Lift dilcovered at r l heflalonica, flie was ieized, and by Li- 
cinius’s order publicly executed with her mother, and both The death 
their bodies thrown into the fea r . Thus were the families of Valeria 
of Dioclefian, Galerius, and Maximin, entirely cut off and an(iPrl J ca ' 
exterminated. 

b Eufeb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p. 361. c Chron. Alex. p. 456. 

d Norris de Licin. cap. 2. p. 48. * Eufeb. libi ix. cap. 11. 

p. 366, 367. Sc dc Pall. cap. iS, p. 34a, f Eufeb. cap. 50, 51. 

P* 45 - 

h 3 


The 



102 


The Roman Hiflory . 


War hi- 
tween Con - 
fiantine 
and Lici- 
tjiuj. 


Licinius 
defeated in 

Lanuoma \ 


The next confuls were Rufius VoluGanus the fecond 
time, and Annianus. Conftantine pafled the firll months 
of this year at Treves, as appears from |ih£V*^es of feveral 
laws By one, which was publifhed at Rome cm’" the 
twenty-fourth of April, he declared all thofe free who had 
been condemned to flavery by Maxentius, commanding, 
under the fevereft penalties, thofe who held them in capti- 
vity to reftore them forthwith to their ancient liberty. From 
Treves the emperor pafled to Arles, where he ordered a 
general council of all the bifhops of the Weft to meet, in 
order to fupprefs the Donatifts, who had raifed great di- 
fturbances in the church h . He was obliged to leave Gaul 
before the bifhops met, a war breaking out between him 
and Licinius, of which hiftorians give us but a confufed 
account, fome charging Licinius as the author of it, and 
others blaming Conftantine. The anonymous writer, whom 
we have often quoted, condemns Licinius. According to 
him, Conftantine had married his filter Anaftafia to Baflia- 
nus, whom he defigned to create Cicfar, and appoint go- 
vernor of Italy-, but unwilling to take this ltep without the 
approbation of Licinius, he difpatched Conftantius, to ac- 
quaint him with his defign and obtain his confent. But 
having dilcovered, at the fame time, that Licinius attempted 
to ftir up Baflianus againfl him by means of Senecio, the 
brother of Baflianus, he upbraided Licinius with treachery, 
and infilled upon his delivering up Senecio, who had taken 
refuge in his court. 

Licinius was fo far from complying with his requeft, that 
he caufed his ftatues to be pulled down in iEmona, a city 
of LTpper Pannonia. Conftantine, thus provoked, having 
fpeedily aflembled a body of twenty thoufand men, march- 
ed into Illyricum, hoping to furprife Licinius. But he 
found him already in the field, with an army far more 
numerous than his own. However, he advanced into Pan- 
nonia j and the two armies meeting in the neighbourhood 
of Cibala:, an engagement enfued, in which Licinius was 
defeated, with the lofs of twenty thoufand of his bell 
troops. It appears from Zofimu6, who relates the moll 
minute particulars of this battle, that it was fought on the 
eighth of 061ober3i4 1 . Licinius fled to Sirmium, and 
from thence, with his wife, his children, and treafures, 
into Dacia, where he raifed Valens, one of his officers, to 
the dignity of Cxfar. From Dacia he pafled into Thrace, 


p Cod, Theodor. Chronol. p. 8, 9, h Concil. tom. i. p. 14.31, 

1 Anonym, p 473. Zof. Jib. i. p. 678, Eutrop- p. 588. Euieb. 
p, 210, Vift, Epit. p. 543. 
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and aflembled a fecond army, more numerous and power- 
ful than the former. In the mean time, Conftantine made 
him felf mfllfo /oT^ibalae and Sirmium 5 and having caufed 
Site bndg e over the Save to be repaired, which Licinius had 
ordered to be broken down, he purfued the enemy into 
Th race. Upon his arrival at Philippopolis, he met a de- 
putation from Licinius, with propofals for an accommoda- 
tion ; but Conftantine infilling upon his depofing Valins, 
and Licinius obftinately refufing to comply with that 
article, a fecond battle was fought in the plains of Mardia an j 
in Thrace, which continued from morning to night, when 7 hrace % 
both armies retired, according to Zofimus, without any 
confiderable advantage on either tide. Aurelius Viftor, 
and the anonymous author of Conftantine’s life, write, that 
Conftantine would have gained a complete vidlory, had not 
night intervening, faved Licinius’s army from utter de- 
ftruftion. 

Next day Licinius fent Meftrianus, who is ftyled Comes 
or Count to Conftantine, to negociate a peace, which was 
concluded upon the following terms : 1. That Valens Ihould 7^ ar _ 
be forthwith depofed, and reduced to his former condition, tides of 
2. That Syria, Egypt, Libya, Afia, Thrace, Mocha, and the thetr a- 
Jefler Scythia, Ihould remain in the pofteflion of Licinius ; S reemc ” t - 
but that Illyricum, Dardania, Macedon, Greece, ami Moefia, 
fhould be yielded to Conftantine. Mucha is named in both 
divihons, there being then two provinces of that name, one, 
known at prefent by the name of Servia, belonging to Il- 
lyricum, and the other, now Bulgaria, to Thrace. Peace 
being concluded, the two emperors entered the following 
year, 315, on their fourth confullhip. Conftantine, as ap- 
pears from the dates of feveral laws, palled the greateftpart 
of this year in Illyricum and Greece, which had been ceded 
to him by the late treaty. From Illyricum he went to Aqui- 
leia, and from thence to Rome, where he was, on the 
twenty-fifth of Auguft, and the thirteenth of September, as 
appears from a law addrelfed to Probinus, or rather Pro- 
bianus, proconful of Africa, and from an edift to the 
people of Rome k . On the eighteenth of October, he was 
at Naiflus in Dacia ; for the law bears that date, which he 
publilhed there, forbidding, under pain of being burnt 
alive, the Jews, and their patriarchs, to moleft fuch as 
Ihould abandon their fe£t to embrace the true religion, and 
inflifting fevere punifhments on thofe who fhould embrace 
the Jewilh faith. Conftantine pafled almoft the whole year 
enfuing in Gaul ; for on the eleventh of January he was at 

k Theud. Chronol, p. 10, 
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Treves, on the fourteenth of May at Vienne in Dauphiny, 
and on the thirteenth of Auguft at Arles, where his wife 
Faufta was delivered of a fon, whom to be Con- 

flantine his eldeft fon, and others to be his y 1 TjfflfgCTT 
Conftans. In the month of Odtober of this year, the em- 
peror, being at Milan, heard the complaints of the Dona- 
tifts againft Caecilianus bifliop of Carthage 1 * ; and on the 
fourth of December at Sardicn, where he enafted a law', 
commanding perfons even of the greateft diftinftion, when 
guilty of rapes, extortions, or other enormous crimes, to 
be tried by the governors of the provinces, and executed, 
without being allowed to appeal to the governor of Rome, 
or the emperor. This feverity was judged neceflary to check 
the infolence of the nobility, who opprefTed the people in 
a molt tyrannical manner, efpecially in the remote pro- 
vinces. 

In the following year Conftantine and Licinius agreed to 
create three Csefars, namely, Crifpus and Conftantine, the 
fons of the emperor Conftantine, and Licinius or Licinia- 
nus, the fon of Licinius by Conftantia, the lifttr of Con- 
ftantine. This promotion was made, according to the belt 
chronolugcrs, on the firft of March, and was afterwards 
notified to the armies, and publifhed in all the cities of the 
empire 1 * * 1 . r Ihe fon of Licinius is llyled 011 the ancient 
coins Valerius Licinianus Licinius, and alfo Licinius the 
Younger, and w r as but an infant twenty months old, when 
raifed to the dignity of C;efar n . Crifpus, Conftantine’s foil 
by his firft wife, was born, according to fome, in the year 
^oo, according to others in 2 96, lo that he was at this time 
in the feventeenth or twenty-firft year of his age D . Con- 
ftantine had committed the care of his education to the ce- 
lebrated Ladbantius, a perfon equally capable of inftru&ing 
him in the fciences, and infpiring him with fentiments of 
piety. Euiebius ftyles him 11 an excellent prince, a prince 
beloved of Heaven, a fon in no refpedd inferior to his fa- 
ther p. 1 ' He is called in the ancient inferiptions Flavius 
Valerius Julius Crifpus 1. This year was born, according 
to the common opinion, on the feventh, eras others main- 
tain, on the thirteenth of Auguft in Illyricum, and accord- 
ing to fome in the city of birmium, Conftantius, Conftaii- 
line’s fecond fon, byFaufta, the lifter of Maxentius r . Con- 
ftantine fpent the following year, when Licinius was conful 

1 Cod. 1 heed. Chronol. p. 13. m Anonym, p. 4.74. Zof. lib. ii. 

p. 679. Hier. Chron. Liban. Orat. iii. p. m. n Vi£l. Epit. 

P- 543 - 8 Zof. P- 679 Panegyr. 7. p. 177. P Eufeb. lib.x. 

cap. g. p. 398. q Golrz. p. 129. f Cod Theodof. Chronol. 

p. 13. Du Cange Byzant. Famil. p. 47. 
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the fifth time with Ciifpus, partly in Illyricum, anil partly 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, and revived the ancient Ro- 
man law aga^rfr^Kirricides, which had been abrogated by 
J^olfipey^fTTrTjreat, comprehending under the name of par- 
ricide the murder, not only of a father and mother, but 
likewife of a fon. 

Conftantine pafTed this and the three following years in 
Illyricum and by feveral laws, addrefl'ed to the governors 
of Rome, and to the Roman people, endeavoured to reform 
many abufes which had long prevailed in the metropolis of 
the empire. By one of thefe laws, publifhed at Rome on Laws <*- 
the firft of February, he allows the Pagans to confult the & atn P*hc 
arufpices, that is, thofe who pretended to foretel events aru JP lceSm 
from the entrails of victims; but forbids the arufpices, as 
well as the other Pagan priefts, to enter the houfes of pri- 
vate perfons, though their friends or relations, upon pain 
of being burnt alive: fuch as received them were by this 
law to forfeit their eftates, and be banifhed for life ; the in- 
formers were not to be punilhed in this, as in other cafes, 
but amply rewarded for their zeal. The intention of this 
law was to prevent all private facrifices and confutations. 

By another law, dated the feventeenth of December, he 
commands thofe, who fhall confult the arufpices, or other 
diviners, to fend their anfwers to his fecrctary. 

Next year, he abrogated the Papian, and all other laws Conftantine 
againft celibacy ; but fufrered thofe who had children to en- revokes the 
joy the privileges granted by thofe laws 8 . He annulled an- 
other law, impowering the creditors to feize on the eftates i axvs a - 
and efte£ls ol their debtors ; and at the fame time declared, gainft celi- 
that fuch as had forfeited their dtates, might redeem them bacy. 
by paying the fums they owed. By an edi£t dated the firft 
of February, he forbids the oilicers of the revenue to punifh 
with rods, or confine to the public prilbns, thofe who nc- 
glefted to pay the common taxes ; but orders them to be 
lecured in places where every perfon might fee and vifit 
them. This law muft have been unknown to Zofimus, who 
tells us, that fcourges, and all forts of torments, were ufed 
by the officers of Conftantine in exafring what was due to 
the treafury l . Two other laws were enafted by Con- 
ftantine this year, one forbidding married men to keep con- 
cubines, and the other commanding all judges to difpatch 
the caufes of criminals, and thegoalers to treat them, how- j afWJ tr 
ever guilty, with humanity, to keep them in open and favour »f 
wholefome places, and not to confine them, at leaft in the pn/one>s\ 

5 Sozoin. lib. i. cap. 9. p.413. Eufeb. Vif. Con. lib. iv. cap. 16. 

Cod. Theod. p. 643, 644, 1 Zof. lib. ii. p. 691. 
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day-time, to dungeons : he declares fuch as fhall by ill 
ufage extort money from their prifoners, guilty of death ; 
and threatens with his indignation the mtfTlft ^tes who fh all 
wink at fuch diforders. This year Crifpus gain ecT aT vi ttofy 
over the Franks, the particulars of which are not mentioned 
in hiftory: Nazarius in his panegyric only tells us, that he 
vanquifhed the Franks, granted them a peace, and then re- 
turned to his father 0 . 

In the following year, when Crifpus and Conftantine, the 
emperor’s two fons, were confuls, Conftantine publifhed an 
an j f or edift on the feventh of March, forbidding all manner of 
ktepinz work on Sundays The following year, 322, Petronius 
holy Sun - Probianus and Anicius Julianus being confuls, Conftantine 
d"}*' gained a great victory over the Sarmatians*. Optatianus 
Conftantine writes, that they were defeated in feveral engagements with 
defeats the the Carpi and the Getx. Thefe battles were fought, accord- 
Snrma - ing to that writer, at Campona, Marga, and Bononia, all 
tiausi three cities of Illyricum on the Danube, the firft in Pan- 
nonia or Valeria, near the prefent city of Buda, and the 
other two in Upper Moefia. Raufimodes king of the Sar- 
matians had, as we read in Zofimus, befieged a city, which 
he does not name ; but Conftantine, marching to the re- 
lief of the place, put the enemy to flight, and having 
obliged thofe who had made their efcape to repafs the Da- 
nube, purfued them crofs that river, defeated them a 
fecond time with great daughter, their king being among 
the flain, and returned with an incredible number of cap- 
tives. Euiebius does not fpeak of this vitftory in particu- 
lar; but tells us in general terms, that Heaven rewarded 
the emperor’s zeal for the propagation of the gofpel with 
many viftories over the different tribes of Barbarians Y . The 
Sarmatian games, which were yearly celebrated about the 
latter end of November, probably took their rife from this 
victoi y. 

Conftantine, after his vittory over the Barbarians, march- 
ed with his army to Theflalonica ; but while he was bufled 
there, in making a port, the Goths, notwithftanding their 
late defeat, entered Thrace and Moefia, committing every- 
where dreadful ravages- The emperor marched againft them 
with incredible expedition ; and having gained a complete 
and the vi&ory over them, purfued them with great daughter into 
Goths. the dominions of Licinius ; a ftep which that prince highly 
refenting, complained of it as an open breach of the treaties 

u Pancgyr. 7. p. 177. w Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib iv. cap. 18. 

P- x Cod. Theodof. Clnonol. p. zx. Zof. lib. ii. p. 68o. 

y Eufeb. Vit. Conlfc. p. 431. 
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fubfifting between them. Conftantine endeavoured to ap- 
peafe him ; but as Licinius, diflatisfied with the late parti- 
tion of the em^roj^vaited only a phufible pretence to break 
w*iih * CuTlTtKmine, after feveral embaflies and unfuccefsful 
negociations, both princes began to prepare for war. Con- 
ftantine difpatched exprefles into all the provinces, ordering tween Cun - 
his troops to join him in Illyricum without delay 2 . He was flantmc 
ftill at Sirmium on the twenty-fifth of May, and a few days an( * Lici- 
after at Theflalonica, whence he marched into Thrace, and 
found Licinius encamped on the hanks of the Hebrus, in the 
neighbourhood of Adrianople. The two armies continued 
fome days encamped oppohte each other, being parted by 
the river. Conftantine intended to throw a bridge over the 
Hebrus ; but in the mean time having difcovered a ford at 
fome diftance, he palled it with twelve horfemen, who be- 
ing followed by a few more, kept the enemy in play, till the 
whole army croffed the river. Both princes drew up their 
forces in order of battle, and prepared for the enfuing en- 
gagement, which was likely to prove decifive. Eufebius 
writes, that Licinius, the author of the war, gave the fignal 
for the onfet ; and that Conftantine, having firft with a 
fervent prayer, invoked the Almighty, and given for the 
parole God our Saviour, ordered the crofs, in which he 
confided more than in the number and bravery of his fol- 
diers, to be difplayed at the head of his army. His confi- 
dence, fays the fame writer, was not ill-grounded \ for 
viftory attended the royal banner where-ever it appeared 
Conftantine’s troops behaved with incredible bravery, ani- 
mated by the example of their leader, who, though he ex- 
pDfed himfelf to the greateft danger, efcaped only with a 
flight wound in the thigh. Thirty-three thoufand of the 
enemy were killed upon the fpot 5 and the reft, though ad- 
vantageoufly pofted upon a rifing ground, obliged to fecure Yr. of FI. 
themfelves by a precipitate and diforderly flight. Licinius 1671. 
efcaped in the night, with the forces he could rally, to By- ^ 3 * 3 - 

zantium 5 and next morning thofe that had remained in the ° 71 * 

neighbourhood of Adrianople, fubmitted to Conflamine, /, icimui 
who, tranfported with joy for fo fignal a victory, grant- entirely de- 
ed a difeharge to many of his veterans c . This memorable feated at 
battle was fought on the third of J uly of the year 323. Adria- 

As Licinius had fled to Byzantium, Conftantine purfued no ? e ' 
him thither without lofs of time, ordering his fleet, com- 
manded by his fon Crifpus, to proceed to the fame place. 

Crifpus immediately put to fea, and failing along the coafts 


z Anoym. p. 474.. 
Conft. Jib. ii. cap. 3. 


■ Cod. Theod. p. zj. h Euefeb, Vit. 

Sc 6 . p. 445, 4.47. c Zof. lib- ii, p. 681. 
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of Maccdon and Thrace, entered the ftreights of Gallipoli, 
where the enemy’s fleet, confifting of two hundred veffels, 
under the command of Abantus, or, a§ p r>ihers call him, 
Amandus, waited for him. As the place was TWy flLJ'f'J bv>: 
Crifpus rcfolved to engage him only with eighty of his beft 
(hips. Victory was long doubtful, both fleets fighting with 
great obftinacy and refolution ; but in the end the enemy 
being incumbered by a number of their fhips running foul 
of one another, were totally defeated, with the lols of five 
thoufand men, and one hundred and thirty fhips. Aman- 
dus, the enemy’s admiral, with the utmoft difficulty efcaped 
afliore d . Zofimus, who deferibes all the particulars of this 
battle, tells us, that even the winds fought for Conftantine, 
in order to render the victory of the fon by fea no lefs glo- 
rious than that of the father had been by land. Crifyus 
himfelf haftened to his father with the joyful tidings of the 
defeat of the enemy’s fleet, and was received with the moft 
tender expreflions of paternal affeftion and efteem. Con- 
ftantine had already laid liege to Byzantium, after having 
gained fome farther advantages over the enemy ; but before 
his fleet arrived, Licinius had efcaped by lea, and taking 
with him the flower of his troops, and his treafures, palled 
the ftreights, and taken refuge in Chalcedon, with a defign 
to raife a new army in Afia. 

In that city he preferred to the dignity of Crcfar M. Mar- 
tinianus, the chief officer of his houfhold, and difpatched 
him with a considerable force to Lampfacus, to make head 
againft Conftantine, fhould he attempt to enter the Helle- 
fpont c . Conftantine, leaving Byzantium, embarked his 
troop?, and eroded over into Afia, landed in the neighbour- 
hood of Chalcedon ; and finding Licinius encamped on a 
rifing ground near that city with a numerous army, which 
he had levied with incredible expedition, he began to pre- 
pare for a fecond engagement : but in the mean time de- 
puties arriving from Licinius, with propofals for an accom- 
modation, Conftantine complied with the terms they of- 
fered, which were, fays Eufebius f , no lefs advantageous to 
Licinius, than to the whole empire. This agreement 
was fhort-lived ; for Conftantine being foon after informed, 
that Licinius was aflembling forces from all parts, and had 
even invited the Barbarians to join him, advanced to Chal- 
cedon, with a defign to invefl the place, and oblige Lici- 
nius to comply M’ith the terms of their agreement: but as 
he approached Chryopolis, a port of Chalcedon, he was 

H Zo f. lib. ii. p. 6S1, 68z- Anonym- p. 47^. c ZdT. p. 683. 

Anonym, p. 475. f Eufeb. Vit, Conft. lib. ii. cap. 1 j. p. 4^1. 

there, 
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there, to his great furprize, oppofed by Licinius at the head 
of a very numerous army. Conftantine drew up his men - 7 
bur. Break the treaty, waited till the fignal was 

given by the enemy ; which wa 3 no fooner clone than he 
attacked them with fuch refolution and intiepidity, that 
they immediately gave way, and fled in the utmoft confu- 
fion. In this battle I.icinius loft, according to the anony- 
mous writer of Conftantine’s life, twenty-five thoufand 
men & ; but, according to /ofimus, above a hundred thou- 
fand h . It was fought on the eighteenth of September j 
and a few days after the cities of Byzantium and Chalcedon 
opened their gates to the conqueror. Licinius fled to Ni- 
comedia, whither Conftantine purfued him, and immedi- 
ately invefted the place ; but, oil the fecond day of the 
fiege, his After Conftantia intreating him, in a flood of 
tears, by the temlernefs he had ever (hewn for her, to par- 
don her hufband, and grant him at leaft his life, he was 
prevailed upon to comply with her requeft. Next day 
Licinius, finding no means of making his cfcape, prefented 
himfelf before the conqueror, and throwing hinifelf at his 
feet, refigned the purple, and the other enfigns of fovc- 
reignty. Conftantine received him with great demonftra- 
tiuns of kindnefs, entertained him at his table, and after- 
wards fent him to Theflalonica, alluring him, that he fliould 
live uumolelted, as long as he fliould forbear raifing new 
dilturbances Llowever, as he was foon after ftrangled 
by Conftantine’s order, who likewife degraded his fon Li- 
rinius from the dignity of C^far, and in the fequel, caufed 
him to be put to death. Licinius hail been created emperor 
on the eleventh of November 307, and confcquenfly had 
reigned near fixtecn years. For this victory Conftantine, 
and after him his fon, and feveral of his fucceflors, aflumed 
the title of Vi&orious, which we find ftill prefixed to fome 
of his letters k . Not long after the defeat of Licinius, he 
advanced Conftans, at that time his third fon, and fix years 
old, to the dignity of Cxfar. 

Conftantine, now mafter of all the eaftern provinces, 
made it his principal ftudy to eftablifh the worftiip of the 
true God, and to abolifli all remains of idolatry. He pub- 
liftied two ediefts, whereof both Greek and Latin copies 
Were fent into .all the provinces of the empire, figned with 
the emperor’s own hand, and addrefled, the one eC to the 
churches of God,” the other, Ct to the people of each pro- 
vince.” By thefe edifts, he reinftates in their former con- 

w Anonym, p, 475. h Zof. lib. ii. p. 6S 3. 1 Ibid, p 684.. 

Vifr, Epit. p. ^4.3, iufeb, Viu Conn, p, 45*. Oprat. p. 2S4.. 
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dition all who, on account of their religion, had been con- 
demned to exile, to the mines, or any other puniffiment ; 
orders their goods and eftates to be rfflmbd iately reft ored 
to them, or to their heirs ; allows fuch as had Lieen depriVfctL, 
of their military employments to refumc them, if they 
plcafed ; and the commands of the officers of the revenue, 
as well as private perfons, of what rank or condition fo- 
ever, to deliver up to the eliurches, upon the publication 
of the edit!, without waiting the fentence of the magi- 
ftrates, what houfes, tenements, gardens, or orchards, had 
ever belonged to them; but more efpecially the places 
where the holy martyrs had been interred. He threatens 
with his indignation all who fhall not yield immediate obe- 
dience to this ordinance, which, he fays, comprifes thofe 
too who may have purchafed fuch lands, houfes, &c. of the 
emperor, or received them as a prefent or reward for their 
pad fcrvices. Thefe, however, he encourages to depend 
upon his generofity ; but requires of them, as well as of 
the reft, an immediate compliance with his edit!. Thefe 
ordinances were followed by others, forbidding facrifices to 
idols, the confecrating of any new idol, and the confuting, 
either in public or in private, the arufpices, foothfayers, and 
oracles. 

He had no fooner caufed thefe laws to be publiflicd, than 
he enafted another, ordering the churches, which had been 
deftroyed during the perfecution, to-be rebuilt at his own 
expence, injoining his receivers in the different provinces to 
furniffi the neceflary fums for that purpofe ; and thofe 
whom he appointed to furvey fuch buildings, to take care 
that they were capable of containing all the inhabitants. 
He wrote upon the fame fubjeft to all the metropolitan 
bifhops, ftyling them his Beloved Brethren, and among the 
reft to Eufebius of Ca:farea,who inferts his letter at length 1 . 
Not long after, he publifhed an edift drawn up by himfelf, 
and addrefled to all the people of the empire; wherein he 
exhorts them to renounce their ancient fuperftition, to 
adore but one God, the Creator of the univerfe, and to 
place all their hopes in Jefus Chrift. This editt is quoted 
by Eufebius, who tranflated it out of the original Latin into 
Greek Conftantine, not thinking it at prefent advifeable 
to pull down the temples of the idols, ordered them to be 
(but up in all the places where that ftep might be taken 
without tumults and bloodffied ; to be ftripped of their 
riches and ornaments, and even of their idols; and all the 
lands, houfes, and revenues belonging to them, to be ap- 

1 Eufcb. Vit. Conft, lib, ii. cap. 44, 45 - P» 4 fi 4 » 465. 
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^plied to pious ufes. In confequence of this ordinance, the 
Pythian and Sminthian Apollo, the tripod of Delphos, the 
Mufes of Helicon, the famous Pan, whom all the cities of 
Gidece had confecrated after the Perfian war, and what- 
ever antiquity had, for many ages revered and adored, 
were publicly dragged through the ftreets, and either dafhed 
in pieces, or made ufe of as matter-pieces of art to adorn 
the fquares, villas, palaces, and public galleries m . From 
the feveral laws enacted this and the following year 324, 
when the emperor’s two fons, Crifpus and Conftantine, 
were confuls, it appears, that Conftantine continued in the 
Eaft, refiding, in general, at Nicomedia. 

Next year, Paulinus and Julianus being confuls, the em- 
peror, to fupprefs the difturbances and divifiuns that rent 
the church, affembled the famous council of Nice, at 
which he affifted in perfon, and afterwards condemned to 
banifhment the herefiarch Arius, with Eufebius of Nico- 
media, Theognis of Nice, and feveral others, who could 
not be prevailed upon to renounce his tenets. On the 
twenty-fifth of July, the [emperor folemnized, with extra- 
ordinary pomp and magnificence, the twentieth year of his 
reign, and on that occafion made a grand entertainment in 
his palace, to which he invited all the bifhops of the coun- 
cil, treated them with the utmoft refpeft, made them fe- 
veral prefents, and caufed large fums to diftributed among 
the poor, difpatching at the fame time orders to all the go- 
vernors of provinces to fupply the facred virgins, widows, 
and ecclefiaftics, in each city of their refpeftive diftrifts 
with a certain quantity of corn yearly \ Conftantine palled 
this year partly at Nice, partly at Nicomedia, as appears 
from the dates of feveral laws. By one publifhed at Nico- 
media on the feventeenth of O&ober, and addrefled to all 
the fubjefts of the empire, he encourages thofe who had 
been, or fhould be opprefTed, or any ways injured, by his 
minifters, counfellors, governors of provinces or cities, to 
apply to him for redrefs, alluring them, that they fhould 
be well received, and amply rewarded, for undeceiving him, 
fince he wifhed to employ none but men of integrity. In 
the beginning of November, he ena£ted another latf, for- 
bidding, throughout the whole empire, the combats of gla- 
diators ; and ordering, that criminals, inftead of being 
obliged to fight in the arena, fhould, for the future, be con- 
demned to work in the mines 0 . 
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In the following year Conftantine entered upon liis fe- 
tenth confullhip, taking his third fon Conftans for his col- 
league. He pafied the winter in Thrace and IN^mum. From 
thence he went to Milan, and from Milan to Rome, wfiefe 
he was on the eighth of July; hut he did not flay long in 
that metropolis p (K). He left the city, highly diflatisfied 
with the difrefpeftful behaviour of the Roman people, by 
whom he was itigmafized and reviled, and never afterwards 
returned to that city 1 !, pi u t the molt remarkable event of 
this year was the death of his el dell fon Crifpus. The cm- 
prefs Faulta, jealous of the reputatibn he had acquired, and 
enraged to fee him preferred to her own children, falfly ac- 
cufed him of having folicited her to inceft. Some alfert, 
that flie charged him with afpiring to the fovereignty. Be 
that as it may, Conftantine, hearkening to the accufation, 
and afting contrary to all laws of jultice and equity, with- 
out examining an accufation of fuch importance, without 
giving the accufed prince an opportunity to clear himfelf, 
HfpufshU ordered him to be put to death. Some relate, that he was 
fon Crifpus jjfpjtched with poifon ; others, that by the emperor’s or- 
to death j | lcat i was (truck off. He was, according to the 

moft probable opinion, executed at Pola in Iftria, on the 
firft of March, being then in the thirtieth, or, as others al- 
lege, only in the twenty-fifth year of his age. He was a 
prince of extraordinary endowments, had lignalized himfelf 
in a very eminent manner agninfi: the Franks, and in the 
war with Licinius, and was univerially beloved by the peo- 
ple and fuldiery, on account of his bravery, his obliging be- 
haviour to perfons of all ranks, his generality, and other 
princely qualities. 

an.ihke- Tl ie death of Crifpus was followed bv that of young l.i- 

n tje his cinius, Conlbmtine’s nephew, at that time in the twelfth 

jtfpht w 1 

an j/ij * P Cud. Theodof. Chronol. p. 28. s I.iban. Oral, xv* 

•wije Fau* P- + 11, 

Jin. 

(K)Z o limits, a declared ene- averfion which the Romans 
my to Conltantine, relates, that teitified, induced him to tranf- 
the whole Roman people loaded fer the feat of the empire to 
him with reproaches and curfes, Byzantium (i). Libanius tells 
for having abandoned the reli- us, that he bore with great pa- 
gion of his anceftors, and pro- tience the fatires and lampoons 
moted, with great zeal, the that were daily publifhed a- 
worfhip of an unknown God ; gainft him during his flay at 
and adds, that the difrefpeft and Rome. 


(i) Zof, lib. ii. p. 686. 


year 
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year of his age r . St. Jerom ftyles thefe executions the ef- 
fect of wanton cruelty. Faufta did not long furvive her 
fon-in-Jaw 5 for, being this very year convidted of having 
accufed him falfly, and of having proftituted her honour to 
perfons of the meanell rank, Conltantine ordered her to be 
Suffocated with the fteam of a hot bath 3 . With Faufta 
many perfons of diftindtion, fuppofed to have been accefiory 
to her crimes, were condemned, and either privately dif- 
patched with poifon, or publicly executed 1 (L). 

This horrid cruelty and injuftice in Conltantine drew His cruelty 
down upon his family divine vengeance; for his brothers, auamjuh 
his nephews, and his favourite minifters, were, foon after 
his death, all maffacrcd by Conftantius, his fecond fori by e ^ i€a ~ 
Faufta, whom he loved and indulged above the reft. Con- 
ftantine, his ehlcft fon, was killed by Conltans the youngeft, 

Conftans by Magnentius, Gallus their coulin by Conitan- 
tius, and Conftantius by Julian, the brother of Gallus. Ju- 
lian perilhed in a mod miferable manner, and in him ended 
the numerous family of Conltantine, which, every one 
expedted, would have furnifhed the empire with princes for 
many ages, the emperor having three brothers, four Tons, 
feveral filters and daughters, and nine nephews 11 . Con- 
ftantine appears to have fpent the following year 327, when 
Conftantius and Maximus were confuls, in Illyricum and 
Thrace ; for, on the twenty-feventh of February he was at 
Theffalonica, on the eighteenth of May at .Sardica, and at 
Hrraclea on the fifth of Auguft*. About this time, the 
emprefs Helena is faid to have found out the fepulchre and 
crofs of our Saviour, a difeovery which induced Conftan- 
tine to build at Jerufalem the famous church of the refur- 
redtion. The pious princefs died loon after, in the arms of The em- 
her fon, who caufed her body to be conveyed with great P re J^H*Ie~ 
pomp to Rome, and interred in the burying-place of the na ies ' 
emperors*. To honour her memory, he beftowed the 
name of Helenopolis on a city of Paleftinc y , and that of 
Iiclenopontus on a part of the Euxine fea*; and eredted a 

r Zof. lib. ii. p. 685. Aur Vidt. p 527. Ammian lib xiv. p. 29. 

Gulrop, p. 588. 5 Vidt. Epit. Philoltorg. Hilt. Ecclel. 470. 

1 Eutrop. p. 588. “ Julian, ad Athen. p. 497,498. w Cod. 

Thcod. p. 29. x Eufeb. Vi t. Conft. lib. ii 1. cap. 47. p. 506. 

y Sozoin- lib. ii. cap. 1. p 443. z Cod. Juft. p. 235. 

(L) Eufebius, well apprifed the cenfure of having tranf- 
rhat nothing could be alleged to greffed the known laws of hif- 
excul'e Conltantine, therefore tory, than to take upon him the 
takes no notice of thofe execu- juftifyingof fadts, which all the 
tions, chooling rather to incur world but too juftly condemned. 

Vol. XIV. I ftatue 
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ftatue to her honour at Daphne near Antioch. From this 
ftatue, the ftreet in which it ftood took the name of 
Auguftal. . ^ 

In the following year, Januarius and Julius being con- 
fuls, Conftantine was on the firft of March at Nicomedia, 
and on the thirteenth of July at a place in Moefia called 
Oifcos and Eicos ; whence fome conje&ure, that he was 
waging war with the Barbarians in thofe parts : and indeed 
we read in the chronicle of Alexandria 3 , that this year the 
emperor pafled the Danube feveral times, and that he even 
conftrufted a bridge over that river. According to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, he founded this year the city of 
Conftantinople ; but, according to others, on the twenty- 
fixth of September of the following year 329. Notwith- 
ftanding his zeal for the catholic faith, he recalled from 
banilhment the two bifhops Eufebius and Theognis, great 
(ticklers for the doftrin * of Arius, and fuffered them to 
gain a great afcendant over him. Next year, Conftantine 
took upon him his eighth confulfhip, having his eldeft fon, 
the fourth time conful, for his colleague b . 

The following year, 330, when Gallicanus and Symma- 
chus were confuls, is remarkable for the dedication of the 
city of Conftantinople, the greateft of all Conftantine's 
works. Authors are divided in their opinions, with refpeft 
to the motives that prompted the emperor to undertake the 
building of that city (M). The firft place he chofe for the 
fituation of it, was between Trnas and ancient Ilium, on 
the coaft of Afia : but afterwards changing his mind, upon 
a vifion which he had, or imagined to have had, he re- 
folved to enlarge the ancient city of Byzantium, and make 
it the fecond, or, if he could, the firft of the empire (N). 
He began with extending the walls of the ancient city from 
fea to fea. While fome of the workmen were bulled in 
rearing them, others were employed in raifing a great num- 

a Cbron. Alexanri. p. 662. b Cod. Theodof. Chronol, p. 30, 31. 
& lib. xi. tit. 30, leg. 15. p. 236, 2,37. 

(M) Zofimus writes, that he much dwelt on by the modem 
did it out of hatred to the Ro- Greek and Latin writers (2) ; 
mans, finding himfclf (corned and Conftantine himfelt, in one 
and intuited for having em- of his laws, declares, that, in 
braced and introduced a new re- the choice of the place, he tol- 
ligion (1). lowed the directions ot Heaven 

(Nj This pretended vilion is (3). 

(1) Zof, lib. ii. p. 686. (2) Vide Du Cange Urb. Conftantinop. 

Pefcript. lib. i. p. 23, Sec, (,) Cod. Theod. tit. 3. p. 6*. 
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her of ftately buildings, and, among the reft, a palace ct}ual 
in magnificence and extent to that of Rome. As he de- 
figned to fix his own court there, and was defirous that the 
fucceeding emperors fhould follow his example, and ho- 
nour his new city with their ordinary refidence, he fpared 
no coft or labour to render it both beautiful and convenient. 

With this view, he built a Capitol and amphitheatre, adorns it 
formed a circus maximus, feveral forums, porticos, and many 
public baths; and divided the whole city into fourteen re- buiidm 
gions, fecuring the inhabitants with many wholefome laws, WS * 1 
and granting them great privileges and immunities. By 
thefe means Byzantium became in a ftiort time one of the 
molt flourilhing and populous cities of the empire, whole 
families flocking thither from all parts, efpecially from Pon- 
tus, Thrace, and Afia. Conllantine publilhed an edifr, 
importing, that fuch as had lands in thofe countries fhould 
not be able to difpofe of them, nor even leave them at their 
death to their heirs, unlefs they had a houfe in his new 
city. The common people were enticed thither from the 
different and molt diitant provinces, and even from Rome 
itfelf, by the emperor’s donations, and the great quantities 
of corn, oil, and meat, which were daily diltributed among 
them c . But however defirous the emperor was to fee his 
new city filled with people, yet he did not choofe it Ihould 
be inhabited by any but Chriftians ; and therefore ordered 
all the idols to be pulled down, and their temples to be con- 
fecrated to the true God. He built befides an incredible 
number of churches, and caufed crofles to be erefted in all 
the fquares and public places. 

When molt of the buildings were finilhed, the emperor, folemnly 
on the eleventh of May of the year 330, the twenty-fifth of con Jecrates 
his reign, caufed this city, by a very folemn dedication, to u J 
be confecrated, according to Cedrenus, to the Virgin Maryj 
but, according to Eufebius, to the God of Martyrs d (Oj. 

It was on this occafion that Conftantine lly led the new city 
from his own name Conftantinople, or the city of Conftan- 
tine, and likewife Second, or, as others will have it, New 

c Zof. lib. ii. p. 6S7. Sdz. p. 444.. Socrat. lib. ii- cap. 13, p, 9 o. 

A Eufeb. Vit. Cunlt. lib. iii. cap. 5B, p. 507. 

(O) Some modern Greek days ; and that Conftantine, 
writers tell us, that this cere- during the whole time, caufed 
mony was performed by the fa- an immenfe quantity of provi- 
ders of the council of Nice ; lions to be daily diltributed a- 
that the folemnity lafted forty mong the populace (4). 

(4) Vide Georg. Cod- in Antiq. Conftantinopj p. 15. 

1 4 Rome. 
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and equals Rome At the fame time he put it on an equality with 

u 10 Rome, ancient Rome, granting it the fame rights, immunities, and 
privileges, that were enjoyed by that metropolis. He efta- 
blifhed a fenate, arid other magiftrates, with a power and 
authoiity equal to that of the Roman fenate z , and declared 
New Rome the metropolis of the Eaft, as Old Rome was of 
the Weft. Conftantine, having accomplifhed this great 
work, according to fome in five, according to others in two 
years, fixed his refidence in the new city, and never more 
returned to Rome. The removal of the imperial feat from 
Rome to Conftan tinople happened in the year of the Chrif- 
tian aera 3 40, the twenty-filth of Conftantine’s reign, and 
1128 after the foundation of Rome. By this removal the 
Roman empire received a fatal ftroke, and fhrunk by de- 
grees into nothing, as the reader will find in the fequel of 
this hiftory. 
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CHAP. LXL 

The Conftantinopolitan Hiftory ^from the Removal 
of the Imperial Seat to Corjlantinople to the 
Death of the Emperor Julian . 

C ONSTANTINE pafled in his new capital great 
part of the enluing year a , when BafiTus and Ablavius 
were confuls, being chiefly employed in building new 
churches, and adorning with other ftately monuments the 
city he defired might be honoured with the refidence of the 
fueceeding emperors. The Sarmatfcms having implored his 
affiftance againlt the Goths, who made an irruption into 
their country, he, either hi perfon, or by his fon Conftan- 
ConjUhtnie tine, gained a memorable vitlory over them on the twen- 
°f April of the following year. Near a hundred thou- 
o<ver ■ rL ^ anc ^ °f enemy were either cut in pieces, or perifhed 

Goths, after the battle with hunger and cold ; infomuch that the 
Barbarians were obliged to fue for peace, and deliver hof- 
tages to the emperor, among whom was the fon of their 
, king, Ariaric, or Araric b . The S^rmatians, unmindful 
of the affiftance they had received from Conftantine, as foon 

y Socrat- p.45 * Cod. Tlicod. lib- xiv. tit. 13. leg, i, p. 

210,2*3. 3 Cod. Tlicod. p. 3 53, & feq. b Ammian, p- 476- 

Jul. Orat. i, p, 16. Eulcb. Vit. Conftant. lib, iv, p. 5*9, 

as 
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as he withdrew with his viftorious army, began to ravage 
the provinces of Mcefia and Thrace ; but the emperor, re- 
turning with incredible expedition, fell upon them unex- and the 
peftedly, cut great numbers in pieces, and forced the reil Sar m*- 
tofubmit to what terms he was pleafed to impofe c . 

In the courfe of the fucceeding year Conftantine created 
Conftans, his youngeft fon, Crefar, who was born in 320, 
and is ftyled in all the ancient inferiptions Flavius Julius 
Conftans rt . At this period Syria, Cilicia, and Thrace, 
were grievoufly nffli&ed with a peftilence and famine, which 
fwept off incredible numbers of people. Theophanes tells 
us, that at Antioch wheat was fold at four hundred pieces 
of Giver the bufhel c . During this calamity, Conftantine etnpe- 

fent to the biftiop of Antioch thirty thoufand bufhels, and ror J Z ene ~ 
an incredible quantity of corn, oil, and all forts of provi- 
fions, to the other churches, to be divided among the wi- 
dows, orphans, and ecclefiaftics. Towards the clofe of Ambaffa- 
this year ambaffadors arrived at Couftantinople from the ^ s -t ent tQ 
Blemyes, the Indians, the Ethiopians, and Perfians, with themoft* 
rich prefents for the emperor, whofe friendfliip they courted, dijlant nm- 
acknowleging him, fays Eufebius, for their fovereign, and tions . 
declaring, that they coveted nothing fo much as to live in 
amity with fo great a prince. ThePerfian ambaffadors, in 
the name of Sapor their king, renewed the ancient treaties 
between the two empires. Conftantine received them with 
extraordinary marks of honour 5 and being informed, that 
the Chriftians were very numerous in Perfia, he wrote a let- 
ter in their behalf to Sapor, which is inferted at large by 
Eufebius and Theodoret. Next year, when Optatus and 
Anicius Paulinus Junior were confuls, the Goths, under 
the command of Geberic their king, who had fucceeded 
Araric, made new irruptions into the country of the Sar- 
matians, whom they defeated in a great battle fought on the 
banks of the Marifus ; in which the Sarmatian king, by 
name Wifunar, and moft of their chiefs, were cut in pieces. 

The Sarmatians in this extremity armed their flaves, and 
by their means gained a complete viftory over the Goths ; 
but the victorious flaves, fenfjble of their ftrengrh, threw 
off the yoke ; and turning againft their mafters, for whofe 
defence they had been entrufted with arms, drove them out 
of the country. 

Thus expelled from their habitations, they fled for re- 
fuge to Conftantine, who received them, to the number of 
three hundred thoufand, incorporated in his legions fuch of 

d Eufeb. Vit, Conft. lib. iv. p. 533. 
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them as were fit for fervice, and gave fettlements to the 
reft in Thrace, Scythia, Macedon, and Italy f . Another 
party of the fugitive Sarmatians had recourfe to certain Bar* 
barians, called by Ammianus, Viftohales, fuppofed to be 
the fame people with the Quadi Ultramontani. Thefe were 
re-eftablifhed in their ancient pofleflions by the Romans in 
the year 338, after they had driven out the Limigantes g . 
As Conftantine, on the twenty-fifth of July, in the year 
335, entered the thirtieth year of his reign, a circumftance 
which had happened to no emperor ever fince the time of 
Auguftus, he celebrated that day at Conftantinople with ex- 
traordinary pomp and magnificence. Not fatisfied with 
having created his three fons, Conftantine, Conftantius, 
and Conftans, Caifars, he now raifed to the fame dignity 
his nephew Dalmatius, fon to his brother of the fame name; 
and appointed Annibalianus, brother to young DalmatiuSj 
king of Pontus h . 

In order tD prevent any mifunderftanding, jealoufy, or 
quarrels, between his nephews and children, he divided the 
government of the empire among them in the following 
manner: to Conftantine, the eldeft, he afligned Gaul, 
Spain, and Britain ; to Conftantius, the fecond fon, all the 
Orient, comprehending Alia, Syria, and Egypt ; and to 
Conftans. the youngeft, Illyricum, Italy, and Africa. To 
his nephew Dalmatius he gave Thrace, and part of Illyri- 
cum, that is Macedon and Achaia ; and to king Anniba- 
lianus, his other nephew, Armenia Minor, and the neigh- 
bouring provinces ; including Pontus and Cappadocia, with 
the city of Cacfarea, which he defired might be the capital 
of his kingdom *. About this time one Calocerus, a man of 
great intereft and authority in the ifiand of Cyprus, caufcd 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor, and was acknowlegedmaf- 
ter of the whole ifland : but Dalmatius, who was fent with 
an army againft him, defeated the rebel, took himprifoner, 
and, carrying him to larfus in Cilicia, condemned him to 
be burnt alive in that city k . As for Azotus, who was 
overcome hv Conftantine, as we read in Suidas and Codinus, 
it appears from feveral epigrams in the Anthology, that he, 
and the Conftantine by whom he was overcome, were but 
drivers of chariots in the circus. Athanafius was accufed 
of having fupplied with money a rebel, by name Philu- 
menes 1 ; but of him not the leaft mention is made in bif- 

1 P- 5*9' Ammian, p. 478. Jornand. Rer. Goth. p. 641. 

r Lod. Theod. Chronol. p. 34. h Eutrop. p. 588. Aur. 

v ,L ‘ 227 . Chron. Alex. p. 668. Zof. lib. li. p. 691. i Eufeb. 
Prar. in Tncrnnal. Cunit. p t 6c 9 . Vift.Epit. p . 544. k Theopii. 
¥ z 3* Aur. Vi6t. p, z 9 6 . 1 Athan. Apol. ii. p, 779. 
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tory. Towards the clofe of the following year, when Ne- 
potianus and Facundus were confuls, Conflantine married 
his fecond fon Conftantius to the daughter of Julius Con- 
ftantius and Galla. Julius Conflnntius was brother to the 
emperor, and his wife Galla filler to Rufinus and Cerealis. 
He had by Galla, Gallus Caefar, born in Hetruria in the 
year 325, or 326, another fon, who was killed in 337, and 
one daughter, married this year to Conftantius, whole name 
has not been tranfmitted to us. On occafion of this mar- 
riage, Conflantine caufed large fums, and great quantities 
of provifions, to be diftributed among the people in all the 
cities and provinces of the empire m . He had long before 
married his eldefl fon Conflantine 5 but to whom, we are 
no where told. 

In the courfe of the enfuing year, when Felicianus and 
Titianus were confuls, the Perfians, after having lived in 
peace with the Piomans for the fpace of forty years, began 
to commit hoflili ties in Mefopotamia, becaufe the emperor 
refufed to reftore to them the five provinces which they 
had been obliged to yield to Galerius. Conllantine, having 
drawn together a very numerous and powerful army, and 
made the other neceflary preparations for a vigorous war, 
hegan his march, with a defign to invade the Perlian do- 
minions : but the enemy, terrified at his approach, difpatch- 
ed ambaffadors to him, with propofals of an accommoda- 
tion ; which feeming very reafonable to the emperor, a 
peace was concluded, and both armies withdrew n . Con- 
llantine, having celebrated this year with extraordinary fo- 
lemnity the feaft of Eafler, which fell on the third of April, 
was foon after taken ill, being then in the fixty-fourth year 
of his age. He had recourfe to the warm baths of Con- 
flantinople; but his diflemper encreafing, he removed, fox 
change of air, to Helenopolis in Bithynia, and from thence 
to a caftle at a fmall diflance from Nicomedia, called Acliy- 
rona, or Aguyrona. Being there apprifed, that his end 
approached, he declared in a fpeech, which he made to the 
bifhops who attended him, his eager defire of being bap- 
tized, adding, that he defigned to have received that feal of 
falvation in the waters of the Jordan ; but fince God, in 
his infinite wifdom, had otherwife difpofed of him, he ac- 
quiefeed in his will. When the ceremony was over, he 
was clad in white, and would not afterwards fo much as 
touch or fee his purple robes, palling moft of his time with 
the bifhops in pious meditations, and edifying difeourfes, 
of the immortality of the foul, and the rewards and puniih- 

m Cod. Thcod. Chronol. p.3 j. n Eufcb. p. 554, 555. 
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ments of another life By his lad will he bequeathed 
fome revenues to the city of Rome, and others to that of 
Conftantinople. He likewife confirmed the above mention- 
ed divifion of the empire among his three fons and two ne- 
phews p . 

Not long before he expired, he privately put his will into 
the hands of an ccclefiaftic, in whom he repofed an entire 
confidence, not knowing him to be a follower of Arius, and 
obliged him to promife upon oath not to deliver it to any 
but Conftantius. Condantine, having fettled matters in 
the manner he judged bell: for the church and date, ex- 
pired, about noon, on the twenty-fecond of May, in the 
year 337, being Whitfunday, after having lived, according 
to the molt probable opinion, fixty-three years, two months, 
and twenty-five days, and reigned thirty years, nine months, 
and twenty-feven days. His death was bewailed by per- 
fons of all ranks. The foldiers no l'ooner heard of it, than 
they tore their cloalhs, fell proftrate on the ground, and 
gave other public teftimonies of their deep concern, calling 
him their deliverer, their beloved leader, their common pa- 
rent. The people of Conftantinople, overwhelmed with 
forrow, and drowned in tears, for the lofs of their great 
benefactor, exprefled their grief in a manner fuitahle to fo 
general a calamity “h Meffengers were immediately dif- 
patched with the difrnal tidings to his children j and in the 
mean time the body of the dcceafed prince, with the pur- 
ple and diadem, was put into a golden coffin, and conveyed 
to Conftantinople, attended by all the troops quartered in 
that neighbourhood, who had alfembled upon the firft no- 
tice of his death. It was expofed to public view in the 
chief hall of the palace, with an infinite number of tapers 
binning round it in golden candlefticks- All the great of- 
ficers, both civil and military, the fenate, and other per- 
fons of diltindtion, came to attend the corpfe, kneeling be- 
fore it, as if the emperor had been dill alive. Court was 
kept in the fame manner as when he was living, and thole 
who attended his perfon came at the ufual hours, as it he 
had dill wanted their attendance. Thfs empty honour, for- 
merly paid to the dcceafed emperors, as appears from He- 
rodi.m, ami other writers, fee ms to have been long befoic 
laid afide, anil to have been revived in honour of Conftan- 
tine. His children were daily expefted to pay him the la It 
duty ; but Coudantius alone came, the other two being 
probably at a great didance ; and, foon after his arrival, 

D Socrat. Iil». i. cap. 29, p. 75, p Ibid, lib, i. cap. 39, p. 75. 

Soz. lib. n. cap. 34., p, 495, 3 Eufeb. cap- 65, p. 559. 
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caufed the corpfe to be conveyed with the utmoft pomp and 
magnificence to the famous church of the Apoftles, which 
the emperor had built clofe to the palace, defiring to be 
interred in it, that he might, after his death, fays Eufebius, 
partake of the prayers offered there by the faithful in ho- 
nour of the holy apoftles. Conllantius attended the body 
to the church ; but withdrew with the loldiers, as he had 
not yet been baptized, when the minifters of the church 
began the holy ceremonies r . As foon as they were over, 
the body was depofited in the porch, where Conllantius 
caufed a magnificent maufoleum to be raifed. 

With refpetl to the character of Conftantine, there is a 
great difagreement among authors, fome of the heathen 
writers painting him as a tyrant, and the Chriftians ex- 
tolling him as the bell prince that ever fwayed a feeptre. 
The emperor Julian fpeaks of him as a prince ambitious of 
military glory, and one who had nothing fo much at heart 
as the aggrandizing of himlelf and his family ; and adds, 
that his bad example armed his children againlt each other 8 . 
The fame Julian L and Zofimus u reprefent him as a volup- 
tuous prince, abandoned to all manner of diverfions and 
pleafures, to banquets, revellings, and public Ihews ; info- 
much that he could fpare no time from fports and enter- 
tainments, to regulate the affairs of the Hate. On the other 
hand, Vi£lor w , Eufebius*, and Libanius^ tell us, that he 
was confbmtly employed in reading, writing, meditating, 
compofing fpeeches, hearing embalfies, giving audience to 
his mlnifters and fubjedts ; in fhort, that he was never idle, 
but bufied either in forming or executing fome great de- 
fign for lIic good of the empire. Aurelius Victor, Am- 
mianus Marcellinus, and even his panegyrift Eufebius, com- 
plain of his employing in the adminillration of affairs, per- 
fons altogether unworthy of the confidence he repofed in 
them, and fuffering them to enrich themfelves at the ex- 
pence of the people committed to their care. The truth 
is, we are not to expedl any candour either in his accufers 
or panegyrifls, becaule they are both influenced by religious 
rancour. The firft detelteil him as an enemy to their gods ; 
the lafl extolled him as the great patron of the Chriftian re- 
ligion. He certainly poffeffed great abilities both for war 
and legiflation : but he was undoubtedly cruel, ambitious, 
and voluptuous; and his tranflating the feat of empire 
from Rome to Conltantinople, is generally allowed to have 

r Eufeb. cap. 71, p. 3 Julian. Orat. vii. p. 413, 4x4. 

* Jul. Cad. p 23, 42, 5Z. u Zof Jib. ii. p. 687. w Vidt. Epit. 

p* 543. » Eui'eb. p- 539. y Liban. Orat. iii. p. 107, 
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been a ftep which reflected very little honour on his politi- 
cal capacity. 

We {hall now proceed to feveral regulations in the go- 
vernment, both civil and military, thought to have been 
firft introduced by Conftantine. Before his time there 
were two captains of the guards, known by the name of 
pnefeCti praetorio, who had an equal authority over all the 
troops difperfed in the feveral provinces of the empire z : 
but Conftantine, jealous of their too great power, lefTened 
it by creating two more, and allotting to each of them a 
certain number of provinces. By this inftitution the whole 
empire was divided into four parts, which were the Orient, 
Illyricum, Italy, and Gaul, governed by the four prsefeCti 
pra!torio, each of whom had feveral diocefes or diftriCts un- 
der his jurifriiCtion. The prefects were the firft ofRcers of 
the empire, and generally looked upon as emperors of an 
inferior rank. They had feveral other officers under them, 
fuch as proconfuls, vicars, rectors, confulars, correctors, 
and prefidents. In the Eaft were two proconfuls ; one in 
Achaia, anti another in Afia, and fometimes, but very fel- 
dom, a third in Paleftine : in the Weft there was but one, 
viz. the proconful of Africa. The vicars reprefented the 
prefects, and were their lieutenants; whence, in the an- 
cient inferiptions, they are ftyled pro-prsefeCti, or vice- 
prefefts. There were vicars in the provinces of Afia, Ban- 
tus, Thrace, the Orient, Macedon, Africa, Spain, Gaul, 
and Britain ; and two in Italy, namely, the vicar of the 
city of Rome, and the vicar of Italy. The provinces un- 
der the vicar of Rome were called provincise fuburbicarrhe ; 
ami thofe under the vicar of Italy, provinces of Italy. The 
vicar of Italy refided at Milan, which by that means be- 
came the metropolis of all the Italian provinces- Next in 
dignity to the vicars were the rectors, who governed whole 
provinces under the prefeCt, or his vicars, as did likewife 
the confulars, the correctors, and the prefidents : Phoeni- 
cia was governed by a confular, who refided fometimes at 
l yre, fometimes at Berytus, and fometimes at Damafcus : 
feveral provinces of Italy had likewife a confular for their 
governor. We find feveral laws in the Theodofian code 
addreffed to the prefects, proconfuls, vicars, reCtors, con- 
fulars, and correctors, but very few to the prefidents (A). 

* Zof. lib. ii. p. 687. 

(A) The prefers under Con- which was common to all fena- 
ftantine and his fon Conftantius tors, but were foon after diftin- 
had only the title of clariffimi, guifhed with that of illuftres. 

The 
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The prefects were originally military ; but after this di- 
vifion of the empire, they became altogether civil officers, 
the command of the troops being given to two magiftri 
militise, the inftitution of which office is likewife aferibed 
by Zofimus to Conftantine a . In Dioclefian’s time, each 
province had its peculiar general, ftyled dux or duke; but 
Conftantine in their room created the two above mentioned 
magiftri militiae, one for the foot, and another for the horfe, 
with a full power of making what regulations in the army 
they thought proper. Sometimes both commands were 
veiled in one perfon ; for in a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June 3 1 5, mention is made of one Eufebius, commander 
in chief both of the horfe and foot ; and one Sylvanus, in 
two laws addrefTed to him in 349, is ftyled magifter utri- 
ufque militiac b . Cut their number was foon increafcd ; 
for in the time of Theodofius I. they were five, one for the 
court, called prsefentnlis ; one for Thrace, one for the 
Orient, one for Illyricum, and one for Gaul c . Thefe ma- 
giftri militire were afterwards diftinguifhed by the title of 
comites, or counts, and raifed to the rank of the firft offi- 
cers of the empire. The patricii or patricians were fupe- The patri- 
rior in rank both to the magiftri militia:, and the prefers. Clanu 
This was a new dignity iiiflituted by Conftantine; but had 
no power or authority annexed to it, being only a title of 
honour. The patiicians, though raifed above all the other 
fubjeefts of the empire, were neverthelefs obliged to give 
the precedency to the confuls 11 . Conftantine conferred 
this dignity on Julius Conftaiitius, his brother, and Optatus, 
his brother-in-law. 

The title of comes or count feems likewife to owe its Thecotniin 
origin to Conftantine. Before Conftantine’s time, thofe or 
who attended the emperors out of Ptume in quality of coun- 
fellors, ftyled themfelves comites; but to that word added 
the name of the prince whom they attended. In Conftan- 
ti ue T s time, the name of the prince was omitted, and thofe 
who accompanied him were ltyled limply comites, compa - 
nmm , and in the modern languages counts : one Dionyfius 
is the firft to whom we find that title to have been given : 
afterwards it became a title of honour, and was bellowed 
upon all officers of any rank, though they neither followed 
the court, nor accompanied the emperor. Thefe comites 
or counts were divided, according to their employments, 
into three orders or ranks ; and hence the expreflions which 
we frequently meet with in the writers who flourifhed un- 

a Zof. p. 6 ? B. b Coii. Theodaf. lib. xi. tit. 1. leg. 1. p. 5 . 

& Chronol. p. 4.3. e Noiit. cip. 5, B, 34, 38. d Zof. p. 6ga. 
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der Conftantine, and his face effors, comes domefticus primi 
ordinis, and fecundi ordinis c . We find no mention made 
of the title of nobilifhmus, or molt noble, before Conftan- 
tine’s time, who gave it to two of his brothers, Julius 
Conflantius and Annibalianus. It was, under the fucceed- 
ing princes bellowed upon their fons before they were 
railed to the dignity of Caefar. Of the writers who flou- 
ri filed under Conftantine, we (hall fpeak in our note (B). 

The 

e Vide Du Cange GiolT. p. 1074. 

(B) We fhall begin with tliofe have flourilhed under Cnnftan- 
who have written the hiftnry of tius, and to have been conrem- 
Conftantine. Eufebius ot Cae- porary with the fophift Beinar- 
farea publifhed lus life in tour chus, who was a native ot C ;e - 
books. He relates great part of 1'area in Cappadocia, wrote le- 
his wars ; and we may depend veral declamationsand fpeeches, 
upon the truth of wliat he and publifhed the lile of Con- 
writes, fince it is certain that ftantine in ten books (3). But 
th e emperor honoured him with none of his works have reached 
bis intimacy and tnendihip, our times. Libanius mentions 
and informed him ot many one Beinarchus, a Pagan fo- 
tranfaftions. Betides the life phiil, but greatly favoured by 
nf Conftantine, he wrote two Conftantius (4 ) . Eunapius like- 
panegyrics on that prince. £>e- wile wrote the hiftory of L'on- 
veral other panegyrirs on Con- ftantine, but comprifed, with- 
ftantine, compoled in the be- out all doubt, in the general 
ginning ot his reign, are ftill hiftory, which he publifhed of 
extant. Among thele are two, all the emperors from the death 
the authors ot which are not of Alexander Severus ({). We 
known. Two other panegyrics may well rank Conftantine him- 
were compoled by Eumenius, felf among the writers and men 
prof eft or ot eloquence in the of learning who flourifhed in 
city ot Autun, efteemed one of his age ; for many monuments 
the bell orators of his time, of his application and lludy have 
Praxagoras, by birth an Athe- reached our times, and are to be 
nian, wrote, when only nine- found in Eufebius, who has 
teen years old, two books on tianfmitted them to us. Of 
the kings ot Athens; and three thele the chief, or at leaft the 
years after two others, com- molt diffufive and exrenfive, is 
priling the life of Conftantine. his oration “ ad fanftorum cce- 
At the age of thirty-one, he rum,” or his difcourle addreffed 
publifhed the life of Alexander to the Aflembly of Saints, 
the Great in fix books ( 1 An Eufebius allures us, that this 
abridgment ot his life of Con- fpeech, as well as his many laws 
ftantine is to be found in Pho- and letters, were all compofed 
tius (2). He is fuppofed to by himlelf. Betides the authors 

(0 Phot. cap. 62. p. 64. (2,) Idem, p, 64. (3) VofT. Hid. 

kc. lib. 11. 17. Sonias, p 551. (4) Liban. Vit. p. 15. 

{5) Eunap. p. 40 Volf, ibid, cap. 18, 


of 
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The news of Conftantinc’s death no fooner reached the 
armies, than all agreed to acknowlege no orher emperors 
but the fons of Conllantine, whom they accordingly pro- 


of the Auguffine hiflory, of 
whom we have fpnken already, 
fcveral other authors flouriflied 
under Conffantine. St Jerom 
extols, among the reft, the ora- 
tor Attius Patera m Paterius, a 
native of Bayeux, and iprung, 
according to Aufunius (6), from 
the ancient Druids. He taught 
rhetoric at Rome with great 
applaufc, about the end ot Con- 
ftan tine’s reign, and afterwards 
at Bourdeaux (7), fince Aufo- 
nius ranks him among the pro- 
felfors of that city. He was the 
father of the orator Delphidius 
(8), and Hedibias, to whom Sr. 
Jerom wrote his hundred and 
fiftieth letter, was defeended 
from him. Suidas aferibes fe- 
veral rhetorical pieces to one 
Onalimus, a native of Cyprus 
or Sparta, who lived in the time 
of Conffantine, and is fly led by 
Suidas both an hiftorian and fo- 
phift (9). At the fame time 
flouriflied Palladius, a native of 
Methone in Peloponnefus, who 
publifhed a treatife on the feafts 
of the Romans, and fome other 
philological pieces (1) And 
this is all we know of thefe two 
writers, whom Voflius ranks 
among the Greek hifforians (:>), 
In the time ot Conftaiuine llou- 
riflied the celebrated Platonic 
philofopher Iarnblichus : he was 
a native ot Chaims in Lower 
Syria, fprung from a rich and 
noble family, and very famous 
among the Pagans, as appears 


claimed ; 

from Eunapius, who wrote his 
life (3). Several works of a 
philofopher, named Iarnblichus, 
are ltill extant, and highly e- 
f teemed by the bed judges, but 
commonly aferibed to another 
Iarnblichus, who lived at Ap.i- 
niea in Syria, forty or fifty 
years aftei the former, and was 
one of the emperor Julian’s 
chief favourites. A third phi- 
lofopher, of the fame name, 
lived under the emperor M. 
Aurelius. Several works have 
reached our times, under the 
name of Iarnblichus ; but which 
of thefe three was the true 
author of them, we will not 
take upon us to determine. 
The emperor Julian equals 
Iarnblichus of Chalcis to Plato 
himfelf. Gothofredes is of o- 
pinion, that Gregorius and Her- 
mogenes, or rather Hermoge- 
nianus, the authors of the two 
different, but like codes, flou- 
ri flied under Conflantine, and 
his children. In compiling their 
refpeftive works, they followed 
the order of time ; which was 
afterwards obferved in the codes 
of Theodolius and Juftinian. 
The codes of Gregorius and 
Hcrmogenianus are thought to 
be the in oft ancient of all ■ and 
were both abridged by thofe, 
who abridged the Theodolian 
code (4'. Only fome fragments 
of rhem now remain to be found 
in different books of jurifpru- 
dence. Gregorius is commonly 


(6) Socrat. lib. i. cap. 9. p. 30, 32. (7) Gelaf. Cyziccn. Afta 

Nic. Cuncil. p. 117. ( 8 ) Idem, p. 224. (9) Suid. 3-, *, p. 311. 

(1) Idem, 7 r, p. 405. (z) Vuff. Hift, Gnc. lib. iv. rap. 18. p. 486. 

{}) Eunap. cap. z. p. 23. (4) Cod, Theod. Chronol. p. 184. 
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claimed ; and their example was foon followed by the fe- 
nate of Rome, who took not the lead notice of their two 

cou (ins- 


believed to have been the moft 
ancient of the two. The ftyle 
ot Hennogenianus is very un- 
couth, and often obfeure. Pub- 
lius Optatianus Porphyrius flou- 
liflud under Conftantine, and is 
thought to have publifhed the 
poem, which has reached us, 
about the middle of the yegv 
32 b, on uccalion ot the folein- 
nity ot the emperor’s twentieth 
year, and the tenth of rhe two 
Czefars, Crifpus and Conllan- 
tine, his children. Some authors 
are of opinion, that feveral of 
the pieces which pais under rhe 
name ot Petronius Arbiter, were 
written by Optatianus. Sopater, 
the difciple ot Iamblichus, flou- 
riflicd under Conftantine, and, 
alter the death of that philofo- 
pher, became the head of the 
Platonic fed that fullowed Plo- 
tiiuis. He was a native ofApa- 
mea in Syria, and both fpoke 
and wrote with great elegance 
and propriety ; whence he was 
fly led a fophift, as well as a phi- 
lolophcr(5). Atter the death 
of Iamblichus, not deigning to 
converfe with other pliilofo- 
phers, fays Eunapius his ad- 
mirer, he repaired to the court 
of Conftantine, to try whether 
he could prevent the downfal 
and utter ruin of the ancient 
religion of the Romans. While 
Sopater was with the emperor 
at Conftantinople, there being 
great fcarcity of provifions in 
that city, becaufe the veflels 
that brought corn were detain- 
ed by contrary winds, the people 
atieinbled in the theatre broke 


one day on a fudden into bitter 
invedives againft Sopater, as a 
magician, who ftopt the favour- 
able winds, and prevented the 
ai rival of the fo long expeded 
veflels. Hereupon Lonfhintine 
abandoned him to the fury of 
the enraged populace, who, be- 
ing privately excited by the 
prefed Ablavius, and other 
courtiers, jealous of his too 
great credit with the emperor, 
tore him in pieces. Julian 
fpeaks of one Sopater of Apa- 
mea, who lived in his time ( 6 ), 
and confequently muff be di- 
ftinguifhed from the dilciple of 
Iamblichus. To the other 
writers, who flourifhed under 
Conftantine, we may add the 
two Chriftian poets Commodia- 
11U6 and Juvencus. The former 
wrote a kind of poem, in hexa- 
meter verfe, commonly ftyled 
Inilrudions, but without any 
regard to quantities, It is di- 
vided into feveral articles, and 
the initial letters of each article 
make up its title. In this poem, 
if we may beftow upon it that 
name, he impugns the errors 
of the Pagans, but feems not to 
have been yet well inftruded 
himfelf in the truths of the 
Chriftian religion (7). Juven- 
cus, frequently mentioned by 
St. Jerom, flourifhed under 
Conftantine: he was by birth 
a Spaniard, fprung from an il- 
luftrious family, and not only a 
Chriftian, but in holy orders. 
However, he applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of poetry^ and wrote a 
poem, comprifing the four gof- 

p. 4.0 G. Suid. p. 7B1. 
(7) Comm. p. *3. cap. 33. 

pels 


(5) Eunap. p. 43. 5oz. lib. i. cap, 
(6) Julian, epift, xl. liii. p. 185, i$5. 
Gcnnad. cap. 15. 
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coufins, Dalmatius C<efar, and Annibalianus king ofPon- 
tus, the two fons of their uncle Conftantius Dalmatius, 
though Conftantine had, in the above-mentioned divifion 
of the empire, allotted to each of them a fhare. However, 
the three brothers did not, for what reafon we are no- 
where told, take upon them the title of Augufti till the 
ninth of September of this year 337 ; that is, near four 
months after the deceafe of their father b . Soon after, the 
foldiery, under colour of preventing difturbances in the 
empire, flew to arms, and cut in pieces Julius Conftantius, 
the deceafed emperor’s brother, Dalmatius Caefar, Anniba- 
lianus king of Pontus, the patrician Optatus, who had, as 
is commonly fuppofed, married AnaftaOa, the late empe- 
ror’s filler, five of his nephews, among whom was the 
eldeft fon of Julius Conftantius, the prefeft Ablavius, and 
molt of the great Conftantine’s minifters, fuppofing them 
attached to the interest of his nephews c . Thus was the 
numerous family of Conftantine at once reduced to his 
three fons and two nephews, Callus and Julian, the foils of 
Julius Conftantius; of whom the former owed his life to 
a malady, from which no one believed he could recover ; 
and the other to his infancy, he being then at molt but 
feven years old d (C). 

The three brothers met in Pannonia in the beginning of 
the enfuing year 338, when Urfus and Polemius were 
confuls, to divide among them the dominions of the two 
deceafed princes Dalmatius and Annibalianus; but all we 

bEufeb. Vit. Contt. Jib. iv. cap. 65 ?. p. 560. c Eufeb. ibid, 

p. 541. Zof. lib. ii. p. 6pz. Julian. Epilt. ad Athenienf. p. 497, 498. 
d Socrat. lib. iii. cap. 1. p. 164. Amniian. p. 298. 


pels in as many books. He keeps 
clofe to the text, chooling rather 
to preferve the truth of the hi- 
ftory, than to difplay his genius. 

(C) Gregory of Nazianzus 
writes, that Julian was private- 
ly conveyed away, and conceal- 
ed by one Marcus of Arethufa, 
whom he afterwards put to a 
cruel death (1). All authors 
agree, that neither young Con- 
ftantine, nor Conftans, had any 


concern in the maflacre of the 
imperial family : as for Con- 
ftantius, Eutropius (2) and So- 
crates (3) write, that he rather 
permitted than commanded it. 
Julian (4), St. Jerom (5), and 
Zofimus (6), tell us in plain 
terms, that he was the author 
of that cruel maflacre ; and Sr. 
Athanafius openly reproaches 
him as the murderer of his 
uncles and coufins (7). 


(1) Nazian. Orat. iii. p. 90. (2) Eutrop, p. 558. (3) Socrat. 

p. us- (4) Julian, ad Athen. p, 497. (5) Hier. Chron. 

(6) Zof. p. 692. (7) Athan, Solit. p. 836. 
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know of this divifion is, that Conftantine had Thrace % 
and Confirms obtained Greece and Macedon. Each of 
them kept the dominions allotted to him by Conftantine in 
his life-time, that partition being confirmed by his laft will; 
Conftantine reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; Conftan- 
tius pofiefled Afia, Syria, and Egypt; and Conftans ruled 
lllyrieum, Italy, and Africa. Conftantine feems to have* 
yielded this very year Thrace to Conftantius, and Conftans 
ceiled Afiica to Conftantine. While Conftantius was ab- 
fent in Pannonia, the Perfians, finding the frontiers un- 
7he Per- guarded, .entered Mefopotamia, committing every-wherc 
pans /« dreadful ravages. At the fame time the Armenians revolt- 
Romando et ^ ex P e ^ e ^ their king, who was a friend to the Romans, 
Minions. and joined the Perfians; who, being thus ftrengthened, . 

laid fiege to Nifibis ; but, after having continued before it * 
Raifethe fixty-three days, they were obliged to drop that enterprize, 
fiege of Ni- and retire. Conftantius, in the mean time, taking leave of 
/lifts, and ■ s brothers, left Pannonia, ami returned into the Eaft, 

L ' where he affembled all his forces, with a defign to relieve 
Nifibis; but finding the Perfians had retired, he turned 
his arms again ft the Armenians, obliged them to receive 
again the king whom they had expelled, and drew over to 
his party the robbers of Arabia, no doubt the Saracens, 
who, by frequent inroads into the Perfian dominions, made 
a powerful diverfion, and greatly annoyed the enemy f . 
The war, however, continued during his whole reign : 
many battles were fought, fome gained by the Romans, 
and fome by the Perfians : the cities of Mefopotamia were 
often taken and retaken ; and that of Nifibis was three 
times befieged by the enemy, without their ever being able 
to reduce it. Ammianus Marcellinus obferves, that the 
Romans gained great advantages, when commanded by the 
emperor’s lieutenants; but were conftantly defeated, when 
headed by the emperor in perfon s. In the following year, 
339, when Conftantius was conful the fecond time, with 
his brother Conftans, feveral laws were enabled in the 
name of the three emperors; and, among the reft, one 
forbidding, under no lefs a penalty than that of death, 
marriages between uncles and nieces, which had been 
allowed by a decree of the fenate, ifTued in favour of the 
marriage of Claudius, and the celebrated Agrippina. Not- 
withftanding this decree, fuch marriages were ever looked 
upon by the Romans as inceftuous, but frequently praftifed 


e Chfon. Alex. p. 670. 

% Ammian. lib. xx. p, 177- 


f Li ban. p. m, Julian, Orat.i. p. 37. 
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ky other nations, efpecially the Phoenicians, to whom the 
law forbidding them, dated the thirty-firft of March of this 
year, is addrefled h . 

The next confuls were Acyndinus and Proculus. Con- 
ftantine, diflatisfied with the life partition of the provinces, 
after having folicited in vain his brother Conftans to yield 
hjm Italy, or at lead part of that country, railed a confi- ^ r - Fh 
derable army, and, under pretence of marching to the A 
afliftance of Conltantius, who was at war with thePerfians, u.C, 113s! 

left Gaul, and entering the dominions of Conftans, made 

himfelf mafter of feveral places* Conftans, who was then Conflantine 
in Dacia, detached part of his forces againft him, who, hav- invades 
ing drawn him into an ambufeade near Aquileia, cut both 1 e ‘* om l m 
him and his army in pieces. Mis body was thrown into the Q Qn j\ a ns % 
river Anfa, at a fmall diftance from Aquileia; but being and is 
afterwards difeovered, it was fent to Conftantinople, and killed- 
interred near the tomb of his father 1 . Such was the end 
of the great Conftantine’s elded fon. He was born at 
Arles, as is commonly believed, on the 7th of Augud, 316, 
created Caefar the id of March, 317, and faluted Augudus 
on the gth of September, 337 ; fo that he did not enjoy the 
imperial dignity three whole years. His panegyrid paints 
him as a prince endowed with great accomplilliments both 
of body and mind ; and adds, that he dudied the Scrip- 
tures, and, to the utrnofl of his power, pradtifed what they 
required k . But his invading his brother’s dominions, with- 
out the lead provocation, can by no means be jullified. He 
received, and treated with great kindnefs, the celebrated 
Athanafius, when he was banifhed by his father into Gaul, 
which province he then governed. By his death Conftans 
remained foie mafter of the Weftern provinces, Condantius 
voluntarily yielding to him the whole (hare of the deceafed 
prince 1 . Condans, foon after the death of his brother, 
arrived at Aquileia, where he was on the gth of April, and 
on the 25th of June at Milan m . All we find of Condan- 
tius this year is, that on the 5th of Augud he was at Beftiis 
in Thrace, and on the 9th of September at Antioch. 

Next year, when Maicellinus and Probinus were confuls, 
many cities in the Ead were overturned by a dreadful earth- 
quake"; and the Franks in the Wed having crofted the The Franks 
Rhine, made an irruption into Gaul, committing every- invade 
where great ravages. Conftans marched againd them, CaM ^ 

h Cod. Theod, lib. iii. tit. 12- leg. 11, p. 194.. 1 Zonar. p. 11. 

Vi ft. cpit. p. 544. Eutrop. p- 388. k Monodia feu Orat. in 

Conftan tin. junior, mort. p. 7 — 8—14. 1 Soz. lib. iii. 

Jul. Oral. ii. p. 175. m Cod. Theodof. p. 97. Chronol. p. 41. 

• SocraL p. 88. Thcophan.p. 30. 

Vo l. XIV. K 
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gave them battle but the advantages he gained were not 
decifive. At this period a law was enabled, in the name 
of the two emperors, forbidding, under the fevereft pe- 
nalties, all manner of idolatrous worlhip. Firmicus Ma- 
ternus writes, that Conftans ordered feveral temples to be 
demoliftied, together with the celebrated altar of Victory 
in the fenate at Rome u . Conftantia built this year, and for- 
tified, the city of Amida upon the Tigris in Mefopotamia. 

In the fucceeding year Conftans either conquered or ap- 
peafed the Franks ; and that warlike people fubmitted to 
the princes of their own nation, whom he was pleafed to 
appoint over them p. Thus difengaged he pafled over into 
Britain to oppofe the Scots, who made frequent inroads 
into the Roman dominions ; but the filence of Libanius, 
with refpedt to this expedition, is a manifeft proof that be 
performed no great exploits againft that nation. Certain it 
is, he did not remain above four months in that ifland. As 
for Conftantius, he at this period refided at Antioch or 
Hierapolis, in Euphratefiana. He was at Boulogne on the 
2<;th of January, in his way to Biitain, and returned to 
Treves on the 30th of J une By a law enacted this year, 
on the 27th of Auguft, and com in only afcribed to him, the 
ecclefiaftics and their domeftics are exempted from all new 
impofitions, and an entire immunity from all cuftoms was 
granted to filch of them as were by their poverty obliged 
to earn a livelihood by trading. When the church acquired 
fufRcient wealth to fupport her ininifters, they were for- 
bidden by the canons to inerchandife or follow any trade. 

The following year, when Leontius and Salluniue were 
confute, is remarkable for a dreadful earthquake, which 
Neaca-Jarta entirely ruined the city of Neocaefarea in Pontus, no one 
^n* 1 earth* having withftood the violence of the ftiock, except 

quake. the church, and the habitation of the bifhop, who was fav- 
cd, with the clergy, and fome other pious perfons, while 
the other inhabitants were all buried in the ruins r . Theo- 
phanes fpeaks of a battle this year between the Romans 
and Perfians, in which the latter were defeated with great 
loft’. In the year enfuing, when Amentius and Albinus 
were confuls, the city of Durason the coaft of Greece was 
fwallowed up with all its inhabitants in an earthquake, and 
twelve cities in Campania were overturned. The above 
mentioned confuls were fucceeded by ConftantiuvS the fourth 
time, and Conftans the third time, confuls. The latter 
was atCefena in Italy on the 23d of May, at Milan on the 
2ift of June, from whence he paffed into Macedon, and 

9 Firm. Mat. p. 57. p Idat. p. S5, Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 13. p, 

90. q Cod. Theod. Clironol. p. 44. 1 Greg- NyJT. in Vu. 

Greg. Thaumat. » Thcoph, p. 31. 
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was at Theflalonica on the 6th of December : from Mace- 
don he feems to have returned to Gaul; for he fent from 
thence Athanafius and Ofius to the council of Sardica, held 
the following year 347'- As for Conftantius, he was, on 
the 7th and 26th of May, and the 23d of Auguft, at Con- 
ftantinople. The law dated the 26th of May, and addrefled 
to the bifhops, confirms to them and the inferior clergy* 
to their wives, children, and domeftics, feveral immunities 
and exemptions. This year Conftantius caufed a harbour The port of 
to be made at Seleucia, at an immenfe charge, for the dajioch at 
convenience of the city of Antioch, which ftood on the e eucia - 
Orontes, at a fmall diftance from thence. This work coft 
him, according to Libanius, and the emperor Julian u , 
incredible funis, the mouth of the Orontes, where the port 
was made, being full of rocks and fands. He likewife re- 
built the cities of Seleucia in Syria, and Antaradus in Phoe- 
nicia ; whence the latter, in the afts of fonie councUs, is 
called from him Conftantia. 

At this period Sapor, king of Perfia, befieged Nifibis a Nijibis be- 
fecond time ; but was obliged to retire with difgiace, after J ie S g d ty 
having continued before it three months. In the follow- 
ing year the emperor Conftantius pretended to have gained , valn 
a confiderable victory over the Perfians : he was at Ancyra fecond 
on the 8th of March, and at Hierapolis on the nth of time * 

May. The next confuls were Flavius Philippus, a great 
ftickler for thedodhine of Arius, and Flavius Sallea or Sa- 
ha, a zealous defender of the faith of the council of Nice. 

This year Conftans, filled with indignation againft the 
Arians, and afhamed of the weaknefs of his brother, 
who fuffered himfelf to be impofed upon and deluded by 
tbofe heretics, threatened to reftore, by force of arms, the 
orthodox bifhops, whom he had baniftied at their inftiga- 
tion, unlefs he .recalled them of his own accord. Conftan- 
tius was, either by fear, or the reafons alleged by Conftans 
in behalf of the exiled bifhops, prevailed upon to give his 
confent to their return w . Conftans fent Macarius and Pau- 
lus, two officers of diftindtion, into Africa, with large fums 
to be diftributed among the poor of the province. They 
were likewife enjoined * to ufe their utmoft endeavours in 
reclaiming the Donatifts, and reuniting them to the church. 

Their endeavours were crowned with fuccefs; for the molt 
obflinate and ftubborn among thefe fedtaries being drivel^ 
out of the province, the reft yielded to reafon, and were 

1 Cod. Ttieodof. Chron. p. 4.6. Ath. Apol. i. p. 676. Liban. 

Orat. xiii. p. 3 s 6. Julian. Orat. i. p. 74.. w Theodor. ViL P»- 

trum, lib. ii. cap* 8. p. 13, * Concil. tom. ii. p. 713- 
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received again into the church ; fo that the Chriftians thcte 
enjoyed ap.cfound tranquility, till thofe who had been ba- 
nifhed were recalled by the emperor Julian y . 

Yr. of FI. This year is remarkable for a great battle between the 
Perfians and Romans, fought in the neighbourhood of Sin- 
u'c*",i*6* ^ arUSj a Mefopotamia. The Perfians had fortified 

their camp with a deep ditch and ramparts ; on which, as 

T he battle weI1 . as on tlie neighbouring hills, they had placed an in- 
of Singa- credible number of archers : their army was very numerous, 
ms* compofcd of aim oft all the nations of the Eaft, Sapor their 

king being determined to put the whole to the ifiue of a 
general engagement, and end, if poflible, by a fingle vic- 
tory, fo tedious and expenfive a war. He did not doubt 
that the Romans would attack him in his camp; and there- 
fore had fortified it with extraordinary care, placing bodies 
of archers on all the eminences which commanded the 
avenues leading to it. Accordingly the Romans, finding 
they could by no means entice the enemy into the open 
field, obliged Conftantius to lead them up to the ramparts 
The Ro camp, which they attacked with a fury hardly to be 

mans force ex l m 'lfed, and forced, in fpite of the fhowers of arrows 
the Pcrjian t ^ iU were difeharged upon them from the eminences, and 
camp, the vigorous refinance they met with from thofe in the 
camp. Great numbers of the Perfians were cut in pieces, 
ami the rell put to ilight, or taken prifoners : amongft the 
latter was the king’s fon, whom the Romans are faid to 
have put to death, after having caufed him to be publicly 
beaten with rods z . -Thus the Romans made themfelves 
mailers of the enemy's camp, baggage, and treafures : but 
while they were, without the lead apprehenfion of danger, 
quenching their drought with the frefii water, of which 
they found great plenty in the camp, the Perfian archers, 
rallying, fell upon them unexpectedly, and fnatched the vic- 
tory, to ufe the exprelfion of Libanius a , out of their hands. 
but fuflain In this attack, which happened in the night-time, great 
^avock was made of the Romans; but neverthelefs the Per- 
fians, as foon as day began to appear, withdrew beyond 
the Tigris, and broke down the bridges which they had 
laid over that river, that the Romans might not purfue 
them b . The lofs was great on both fides ; but the Ro- 
mans, by remaining mailers of the field, claimed the vic- 
tory c . 

y Philoftorg. lib. iii. cap. 1 z, p, 45. Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 23. p. 107. 

2 Eutiop. p. jSR. Julian, p. 43. a Lib.p. 133, b Ibid. 

Julian. Drat, i p. 45. * Aminian. p. n*. 
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In the following year, when UJpius Limenius and Aco- a dreadful 
nius Catulinus were confuls, the city of Berytus was in earthquake 
great part overturned by an earthquake ; which fo fright- at 
ened the inhabitants, that fuch of them as had not yet em- 
braced the Chriflian religion, crowded to the churches to 
be baptized : but the lives of fuch converts, not inflrudf ed 
in the holy myReries, and the duties of their profeilion, did 
no great honour to the religion they pretended to embrace ‘h 
Conltans, in the beginning of this year, was in Gaul e : 
there Athanafius took leave of him, upon his fetting out for 
his fee in Egypt. From Gaul he parted into Illyricum, and 
was on the twenty-feventh of May at Sirmium f ; whence 
he returned to Gaul before winter. Conftantius w r as on 
the firR of April at Antioch, and fome time after at Eilerta 
in Mefopotamia whence he wrote to Athanafius, preihng 
him to haften his return to the EaR. He was at ConRan- 
tinople on the third of October. The law enabled this 
year on the eleventh of April, exempting the eeclefiallies 
fiom all civil functions and employments, is commonly af- 
cribed to him. 

The following year 350, when Sergius and Nigrinianus 
were confuls, is remarkable for many great events. The 
Perfians, notwithfianding the lofs they had fuftained in 
348, returned with a powerful army, an incredible num- 
ber of elephants, and warlike engines of all kinds after 
ravaging Mefopotamia, and taking feveral fortrefles there, 
they fat down before Nifibis the third time, and left no- Nifibis bt- 
thing unattempted to reduce that important place. Con- fogtd a 
Rantius w^as then at a great diltance, the diRurbances w hich thirdUme '‘ 
happened this year in the WeR requiring his prefence 
there. But the city was defended by Lucilianus, father-in- 
law to Jovian, afterwards emperor, an officer of great cou- 
rage and experience, and by the holy biRiop James, in 
whofe prayers the garrifon and inhabitants confided more 
than in their own valour and arms B . The Perfians bat- 
tered the walls for feveral days together, with many en- 
gines which they had brought with them for that purpofe, 
and at the fame time endeavoured to undermine them ; but 
all their efforts proving ineffeftual, Sapor caufed the river 
Mygdonus, flowing through ihe city, to be turned into a 
new channel, hoping by that expedient to diflrefs the in- 
habitants for want of water; but finding them fufliciently 
fupplied with wells and fprings within the walls, he caufed 

d Theoph. p. Cedren. p. 199. c Athan, Apol. ii. p, 774.. 
f Cod. Theod. Chionol. p> 48. c Philoftorg. lib. iii. cap- *3. 
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the courfe of the river to be flopped, and thus laid the 
whole country round the town under water ; infomuch that 
it feemed an ifland in the midft of the fea. His defign was 
to overflow the town ; but as it flood on a rifing-ground, 
the waters did not reach the top of the walls : he there- 
fore ordered them to be battered with all kinds of warlike 
engines from fhips and boats, of which he affembled an 
incredible number for that purpofe. This attack laflcd fe- 
veral days ; but proving in the end ineffeftual, Sapor cauf- 
cd the river to be flopped above the city by a wall or mole 
of an extraordinary breadth and height; which being fmb 
denly broken down, the waters rufhed with fuch violence 
againft the wall of the city, that it was overturned, and 
laid level with the gjound, for the fpace of a hundred cu- 
bits. 

The njho- The enemy, believing themfelves now maflers of the 
rousrefijl- place, advanced with loud fhouts to the attack; but, to 
ante of the their great furprize, met with fo vigorous a refiftance, the 
garrifon and inhabitants being encouraged and animated by 
their holy bifhop, that the Perfians were obliged to retire, 
after having loft a great many men, horfes, and elephants, as 
the reader will find related at large by the emperor Julian h . 
Heaven itfelf feemed to efpoufe the caufe of the inhabitants 
of Nifibis ; for the Perfians, during the attack, were fo 
terrified with dreadful flafhes of lightning, winds, and rain, 
that they weie not in a condition either of defending them- 
felves, or offending their enemy K They are faid to have 
loft in this one attack above ten thnufand men. Sapor did 
all that lay in his power to prevent the inhabitants from 
repairing the breach, annoying them with incefTant fhowers 
of arrows, but to no effeft ; for the very next morning he 
law, to his great furprize, a new wall raifed, and the gar- 
filon ready to receive him. He continued the fiegc ; hut 
was, as often as he attacked the place, rrpulfed with great 
lofs. Pt-fidcs, his army was annoyed with fwarms of fmall 
flies ; which, entering the noftrils of the horfes, and the 
trunks of the elephants, rendered them quite ungovern- 
able ; infomuch that great numbers of the Perfians were 
trodden under foot, and crufhed to pieces To thefe evils 
was added a dreadful famine, and foon after a plague, 
which made a terrible havock in the Perfian camp, and in 
the end obliged Sapor to raife the fiege, after it had lafted 
near four months, and retire with the lofs of twenty thou- 
sand men k . The many evils and calamities which affli&ed 

h Jul. Orat. ii. p. 1 16. l Theoph. p, 33. k Jul. Theoph. 
jbiji. Thsodor. p, 633, 
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the Perfians during this memorable fiege, are afcribed by 
Theodoret and Sozomen to the prayers of James, bifhop of 
the place. It is certain, however, that Sapor was forced to 
abandon the enterprize, after having, in the tranfports of 
his rage, put fome of his chief commanders to death, and 
all thofe who had advifed him to this war. 

We fhall now give a fuccinft account of the difturbances 
in the Weft, which encouraged the Perfians to invade the 
Roman dominions, and lay fiege to Nifibis. Magnentius, 
the fon of one Magnus, a native of Germany, and com- 
mander of fome troops appointed to guard the banks of the 
Rhine, finding Conftans univerfally defpifed by the army, 
on account of his indolence and inactivity, refolved to dif- 
patch him, and raife himfelf to the purple. He imparted his 
defign to Marcellinus, receiver of the revenues in Gaul, to 
Chrefhis, and fome other officers, and gained them over to 
his intereft- On the day appointed for the execution of the 
plot, Marcellinus, under pretence of celebrating his fon’s 
birth-day, invited Magnentius, and the chief officers of the 
army, to an entertainment, which lafted till the night was 
far advanced, when Magnentius withdrew, and foon after 
returned in the imperial robes, with all the enfigns of fo- 
vereignty. Such of the company as were privy to the de- 
fign, immediately faluted him with the title of Augullus. 
The reft, who looked upon it at firfh as a jeft, were eafily 
prevailed upon, as they were heated with wine, to follow 
the example of the confpirators fo that Magnentius was, 
by all who were prefent, acknowleged emperor. This in- 
cident happened in the city of Autun, on the eighteenth 
of January, while Sergius and Nigrinianus were confuls, 
four years after the council of Sardica, and ten after the 
death of young ConfLantine *. The ufurper immediately 
feized on the imperial palace at Autun, and diftributed 
among the populace what fums he found there \ which in- 
duced not only the city, but the neighbouring country, to 
efpDufe his caufe. Their example was followed by a body 
of cavalry detached from the army in Ulyricum, to rein- 
force that in Gaul. Magnentius, upon his firft affuming 
the title of emperor, difpatched one Gaifo, a commander 
in the army, with orders to put Conftans to death. The 
unhappy prince, being informed of what had pafied, threw 
off the imperial robes, and fled towards Spain. But Gaifo, 
informed of the route he had taken, followed him clofe 
with a chofen body of troops, and overtaking him at He- 

i Zof. p. 66z w Zonar- p. is. Jul. Orat. ii p. 106, 107. Hieron. 
Chron. 
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lena, a (mail village at the foot of the Pyrenees, difpatched 
him there with many wounds. 

Such was the end of Conftans, the great Conftantine’s 
youngeft foil, in the thirtieth year of his age, and thirteenth 
of his reign. lie was a zealous defender of the Chriflian 
religion, and the orthodox faith, a declared enemy to the 
Arians, Donatifts, and all feftaries. He filled the churches 
with gifts and offerings, having nothing fo much at heart 
as the propagation of the gofpel, the abolifhing of idolatry, 
and the unity of the church So fays Athanafius, who 
never fpeaks of him but with the greateft refpedl and ve- 
neration, giving him con flan tly the title of Blefled. The 
fame writer allures us, that he had received the facra- 
ment of baptifm, and feems to rank him among the mar- 
tyrs. On the other hand, the Fagan writers treat his cha- 
racter with great fc verity. Aurelius Victor writes, that 
after he had reigned fome years with great applaufe, he 
abandoned himfell to cruelty and avarice n . Libanius charges 
him with fullering one Eugenius, and his other favourites, 
to opprefs the people °. Victor the younger complains of 
his preferring to the moft profitable employments fuch as 
were able to lay down moll money for them, without any 
regard to merit Eutropius likewife blames his minilters, 
and adds, that the many vices which began to appear in the 
prince, joined to the rapacioufnefs of his minifters, ren- 
dered him odious to the foldiery, and infupportablc to the 
people q . Zofimus, an avowed enemy to ajl princes who 
profeffed the Chriflian religion, fpeaks of him as the moft 
cruel and inhuman tyrant that ever wore and difgraced a 
diadem. He paints him as one addicted to all manner of 
lewdnefs, and guilty of fuch tV.mes as are moft repugnant 
to nature r . Aurelius Victor, and Zonaras % feem to con- 
firm this charge. 

Magnentius, by the death of Conftans, became mailer 
of all the countries beyond the Alps, and foon after of 
Italy, Sicily, and Africa. To ftrengtben his intereft, he 
declared his brother Defiderius, and Decentius, according 
to fome, his other brother, according to others, only his 
coufin, Csefars. The latter took alio the names of Mag- 
nentius and Magnus, and is diftinguifhed on his medals 
with the uncommon title of Fortifiimus, or Moft Valiant 1 . 
The news of the death Cff Conllans, and the revolt of 

m AHi^n. Apol. i. p. 678, 679, n Aur. \ T i£L p- 527. 0 Lib, 

Oiat. iii. p. Z12. p Y.rt. Kpit. p. 544. q Eutrop. 

P- 5^S. r Zof. lib. ii, p. 69*. k Julian. Orat. i. p. 47, 
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Gaul, no fooner reached Illyricum, than Veteranio, general 
x>f the foot in Pannonia, affumed the imperial robes, and 
caufed himfelf to be fainted with the title of Auguftus by 
the legions under his command, at Sirmium, on the firft of 
May, according to Idatius, or on the firft of March, as we 
read in the chronicle of Alexandria. He was a native of 
Upper Media, and advanced in years when he ufurped the 
fovereignty ; but fo illiterate, that he then firft learned to 
read (D). Befides Magnentius and Vetcranio, a third pre- 
tender to the empire ftarted up, in the perfon of Flavius 
Popilius Nepotianus, the fon of Eutrppia, filter to Con- 
ftantine the Great, who having affembled a company of 
gladiators, and others of defperate fortunes, afiumed the 
purple on the third of June, and in that attire prefented 
himfelf before the gates of Rome. The prefect Anicetus, 
who commanded there fur Magnentius, Tallied out againft 
him with a body of Romans, who were foon repulfed, and 
driven back into the city; which Nepotianus took not long 
after, and filled with blood and daughter, putting to death 
among the reft the prefect Anicetus. Magnentius was no 
fooner informed of what had happened, than he fent Mar- 
cellinus, his chief favourite, and prime minifter, againft 
this new competitor. Nepotianus received him with great 
refolution ; and a bloody battle enfued between the foldicrs 
of Magnentius and the Romans who had efpnufed the caufe 
of Nepotianus \ but the latter being betrayed by a fenator, 


(D) Aurelius fpeaks of him 
as a man of parts ; the em- 
peror Julian writes, that he was 
tio defpicable man ; and Eu- 
tropius commends him on ac- 
count of his probity and affabi- 
lity; and adds, that as he had 
ferved in the army from his in- 
fancy, and had been always at- 
tended with fuccefs, he was 
univerfally beloved by the fol- 
diery. It appears, both from 
the chronicle of Alexandria, 
and from his medals, that he 
was a Chriftian. Philollorgius 
and Theophancs writes, that he 
was inverted with the purple by 
Conrtantia, the eldeil filler of 
ponflantius, and widow of An- 


nibalianus, who claimed that 
right, as having been declared 
emprefs by her brother Con- 
flantine. The emperor Julian 
docs not fpeak of him as an 
ufurper ; and Zonaras tells us f 
that in affuming the imperial 
dignity, he wrote to Conftan- 
tius, alfuring him that he had 
nothing in view but to oppofe 
the ufurper Magnentius ; and 
that he fiiould always look up- 
on himfelf rather a9 his lieute- 
nant, than an emperor or fove- 
rcign. Philortorgius adds, that 
Conllantius confirmed to him 
the title of emperor, and fent 
him the diadem ( i). 
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named Heraclitus, his men were put to flight, and him- 
Ht ufiaitii felf killed, after having enjoyed the fovereigntv twenty- 
eight days Marcellinus ordered his head to be carried 
on the point of a lance through the chief ftreets of the 
city, put all thofc to death who had declared for him, and, 
under pretence of preventing future difturbances, com- 
manded a general maflacre of fuch as were any ways re- 
lated to Conftantine. On this occafion many perfons of 
great diftinftion were inhumanly murdered, and among the 
reft Eutropia, the mother of Nepotianus w . 

Soon after this conteft Magnentius himfelf repaired to 
Rome, to raife the neceflary fupplies for carrying on the 
war againft Conftantius, who was making great prepara- 
Rome ty tions to attack him, and revenge the murder of his brother. 
Tannic ally The tyrant, during his flay at Rome, put many perfons of 
opprejfed by ^iftinftion to death, in order to feize their eftates ; and op- 
t i u f n " prefled the reft in a molt tyrannical manner, obliging them, 
under pain of death, to contribute half of what they were 
worth towards the expences of the approaching war. Hav- 
ing, by tliefe means raifed great fums, he aflembled a nu- 
merous army, confiding of Romans, Germans, Gauls, 
Franks, Britons, and Spaniards; but at the fame time 
dreading the uncertain iflfue of war, he difpatched ambaf- 
fa dors to Conftantius, with offers of an accommodation *. 
That prince was then at Antioch, where, upon the firft 
advice of his brother's death, he had caufed himfelf to be 
aeknowleged emperor of the Weft. To fupport that title 
he had aflembled all the troops difperfed in the feveral pro- 
vinces of the Eaft, and a more powerful fleet, if the em- 
peror Julian is to be credited, than that with which Xerxes 
ConflanUui formerly invaded Greece. Conftantius fet out from An- 
marchej tioch about the beginning of the autumn, and palling 

av,mnft through Conftantinople, arrived at Heraclea, where he was 

^ im ' met by deputies from Magnentius and Veteranio, who had 

agreed to fupport each other, in cafe Conftantius would not 
hearken to an accommodation. The terms propofed by 
their deputies were, that they fhould aflift him with all 
their forces againft the Perfians and other Barbarians, and 
acknowlege him as the firft emperor, provided he fuffered 
them to enjoy the fame title. The deputies of Magnentius 
propofed in his name a match between him and Conftantia, 
or rather Conftantina, the After of Conftantius, and widow 

u Zof. lib. ii. p. 693. Eutrop. p. 588. Aur. Vift. p, 527- Ammian. 
P- 3 1 319. w Themift. Orat. ii. p. 43. Julian. Oral. iii. p. 

106, 107. * Ammian. lib. xvi.p. 64. Socrat. lib. i. cap. 32. 
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of Annibalianus, offering at the fame time to Conftantius 
the fifter of Magnentius Y . 

But Conftantius, refolved to hearken to no terms, order- Conftantius 
ed the deputies, both of Magnentius and Veteranio, to be rejects thg 
committed to cuftody, and purfuing his march with incre- 
dible expedition, arrived at Sardica, before Veteranio knew d at ™np rQ . 
of his departure from Heraclea. However, he aflembled pofedby 
in hafte a body of troops, refolved to put the whole to the Magntn- 
iflueof a battle; which Conftantius wifely declined, offer- tius - 
ing to conclude a feparate treaty with Veteranio, that he 
might not have two enemies to contend with at once. Ve- 
teranio liftened to_the propofal, and being acknowleged 
emperor by Conftantius, joined him with all his forces. 

The two prince^, after the ronjunftion of their forces, 
mounted the tribunal togethei to harangue their troops. 
Conftantius, who fpoke firft, reminded the foldiers, in a 
very elegant and artful fpeech, of their obligations to his 
father *, of the bounties they had received from him, and 
of the oaths of allegiance which they had taken to his fons : 
he concluded with exhorting them not to fuffer the inhu- 
man murder of his brother, the fon of fo great a prince, to 
pafs unrevenged ; and declaring, that he only demanded 
what was in juftice due to him, it being agreeable to all 
the laws of equity, that to a brother fhould fucceed a bro- 
ther, and not a ftranger, much lefs an open enemy to the 
whole imperial family 2 . Though this fpeech was levelled Vetera " ia 
againft Magnentius alone, yet the foldiers, applying it to * 

Veteranio, cried out aloud, that they acknowleged no other 
emperor but Conftantius, pulled Veteranio down from the 
tribunal, and obliged him to quit the purple and diadem. 

He thereupon threw himfelf at Conftantius’s feet, and im- 
plored his mercy. The emperor received him with great 
kindnefs, embraced him, ftyled him father, entertained 
him at his table, and afterwards fent him to Prufia in Bi- 
thynia, where he allowed him a maintenance fuitable to 
his quality. This incident happened, according to fome, 
at Sirmium, according to others, at Naiffus, on the 25th 
of December, 350. Veteranio fpent the refidue of his life 
in works of piety, in affifting daily at the holy myfteries, 
and in relieving the diftreffed, without ever intermeddling 
in affairs of (late ; he is even faid to have written frequently 
to Conftantius, returning him thanks for having delivered 
him from the anxiety ami cares attending the fovereignty, 
and by thefe means procured him the happinefs he enjoyed 4 . 

y Zonar. p. 14 Themift Orat. iii. iv. p. 42, 56. Jul. Orat. ii. p* 

55. z Zof p 6^4. Athan. Solit. p. 844. a Zonar, p. 14- 
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Condantius, now mader of all Illyricum, which was held 
by Veteranio, and of the army he commanded, confiding 
of an incredible number of foot, and twenty thoufand 
horfe, refolved to march again ft Magnentius, as foon as 
the feafon would allow him to take the field, and attack the 
tyrant in his own dominions. In the mean time, upon ad- 
vice that the Perfians were preparing tD invade the eadern 
provinces, he married his filler Condantina, the widow of 
Annibalianus, to Gallus his coufin-german, the fon of his 
uncle Julius Condantius created him Collar on the 15th 
of March allotted him for his fhare not only all the Eaft, 
but Thrace and Condnntinople ; and fent him to Antioch 
to oppofe the Perfians, in cafe of an invafion b . Philoftor- 
gius writes, that before the two princes parted, they took 
a folcmn oath, in the prefence of Thuophilus, and the 
other bifhops then at court, to maintain an inviolable fide- 
lity to each olher c . The Perfians contented themfelves 
with making fome inroads into the Roman dominions, but 
were condantly repulfed by Gallus. Thefe inroads and 
incurfions conditute the war mentioned by Pliilodorgius 
and Theophancs d , and faid to have been finifhed with great 
glory by Gallus Caefar. About the fame time that Gallus 
was created Caefar by Condantius, Magnentius, who was 
then at Milan, gave the fame title, according to Zonaras, 
to his brother Decentius, whom be difpatched into Gaul, 
to defend that country againd the Barbarians who had in- 
vaded it ; for Condantius had not only indigated the Franks 
and Saxons to break into that province, by promifing to re- 
linquifli to them all the places they fhould reduce, but had 
fent them large fupplies of money and arms for that purpofe e . 

The Barbarians, upon this encouragement, invaded Gaul 
with a numerous army, overthrew Decentius in a pitched 
battle, committed every-where dreadful ravages, and re- 
duced the country to the deplorable condition in which Ju- 
lian found it, as he himfelf relates in the year 356 f . In 
the mean time Magnentius, having affembled a formidable 
army, confiding chiefly of Gauls, Franks, and Saxons, 
left Italy, and eroding the Alps, advanced into the plains 
of Pannonia, where Condantius, whofe main drength 
confided in cavalry, was waiting for him. Magnentius, 
hearing that his competitor was encamped at a fmall dif- 
tancc, difpatched a meffenger to him, inviting him into the 
extenfivc plains of Scifcia on the Save, to decide which of 

b Aur. Yiff. p. 427. Ammian. lib- xiv. p, 1, 3, e Philoftor- 
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them had the belt title to the empire. Con ftantius accept- 
ed the challenge with great joy, and ordered his troops to 
file off towards Scifcia *, but as they marched in diforder 
they fell into an ambufeade, and were put to flight with 
great daughter Magnentius, elated with this fuccefs, Magncn- 
qinckened his march towards Scifcia, without attending to tlus rejeft* 
the^erms propofed by Philip, in Conftantius’s name, who allterms 
dreading the evil confequences of a civil war, offered to ' * 
yield the pncfefture of Gaul, that is, Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain, and to acknowlege him emperor, upon condition 
that he relinquiflied Italy. Philip being dilmifTed, Mag- 
nentius attempted to pafs the Save in the neighbourhood of 
Scifcia; but the garrifon fallying our, and Conftantius, 
who was at a fmall diftance, liaflening with a Itrong de- 
tachment to fupport them, the ufurper’s men were p # ut to 
flight, and great numbers of them cut in pieces- Notwith- 
llanding this defeat, he fent, a few days after, Titianus, 
a Roman fenator, with the character of ambaflador, to 
Conftantius, advifing him, if he tendered his life, to re- 
linquifh the empire, and pafs the refidue of his days in 
retirement. To this haughty meflage, and the bitter invec- 
tives uttered by Titianus, againft the great Conftantine and 
bis children, which Zolimus him fell Ityles outrageous in- 
fults, Conftantius anfwered with great temper, that he did 
not doubt but heaven would efpoufe his caufe, and revenge 
the blood of his brother on the author ol his death h . 

While the two armies lay at a lmall diftance from each 
other, Sylvanus, of whom hereafter, abandoning Magnen- 
tius, fled over to Conftantius, with a confidcrable body of 
cavalry under his command. Magnentius, no way intimi- Scifcia 
dated at his defection, attacked Scifcia, and having taken 
it by aflTault, and levelled it with the ground, he laidwafte tluSj and 
the whole country lying on the Save, and then fat down levtllrd 
before Sirmium, the metropolis of Illyricum ; but not being *w ithihe 
able to reduce it, he removed from thence, and laid clofe B rau " d - 
fiege to Murfa ; a ftep which obliged Conftantius to quit 
his camp at Cibale, w here his father hail formerly defeated 
Licinius, and halten to the iclief of the place. Magnen- 
tius, informed of hi* approach, placed four thoufand Gauls 
in a neighbouring wool!, with oiders to fall upon the ene- 
my's rear, when they found both armies engaged. But 
Conftantius receiving timely notice of the ambufeade, feiz- 
ed all the avenues leading to the wood, by which means 
the party was cut off 1 . After having taken this precaution, 

g Zuf. p. 695. h J11I. Orat. i.ii. p. 8B. 181. 1 Am mi an 

lib. xv. p. 44. Zonar. p. 15. Zuf lib. ii. p. 698, 


Con- 



142 


Yr. of FI. 
z9oi. 

A. D. 351. 
U.C. 1036. 


The battle 
of Marfa. 


The battle 
of Mur fa 
fatal to the 
empire . 


The Conftantinopolitan Hljlory . 

Coliftantius approached Murfa, and drew up his army in 
the adjoining plain, along the Drave or Draw, on which 
Murfa flood, the river being on his right, and Mag- 
nentius’s left. Both armies, thus ranged in battle-array, 
continued in the prefence of each other till the clofe of the 
day ; during which time Magnentius, though he profe^ed 
the Chriftian religion, is faid to have facrificed, by the ad- 
vice of a magician, a virgin, and to have obliged his men 
to drink of her blood mixed with wine. 

At length the fignal was given, and the two armies ad- 
vanced againft each other with great fury. Magneutius’s 
centre, according to the account of the emperor Julian k , 
was, at the firfL onfet, put in diiorder by Conftantius’s left 
wing and cavalry \ a difafter which Magnentius, who had 
drawn them up unfkilfully, as being altogether ignorant of 
the art of war, no looner obferved, than he abandoned 
them, and (hamefully fled. His men, efpecially the Gauls 
and Barbarians, afhamed to follow the example of their 
leader, though broken, and in the utmoft confufion, often 
rallied in platoons, and, in fpite of the utmoff efforts of 
the vi£lorious army, maintained their ground till the night 
was far advanced, having no iefource but in vifrory, and 
being animated by their commanders, who were men 
of great valour and experience. Some, favoured by the 
darknefs of the night, made their efcape ; but the far 
greater part were either cut in pieces or puflied into the 
river, and drowned l . Such was the iffue of the memor- 
able battle of Murfa, fought, according to the emperor Ju- 
lian, about the end of the autumn; but, according to Ida- 
tius, on the 28th of September. Zonaras writes, that 
Magnentius loft on this occalion twenty-four thoufand men, 
and that the lofs of Conftantius amounted to thirty thou- 
fand ; but this account muft be exaggerated. However 
that be, the empire was greatly weakened by this blow, 
and the battle of Murfa is generally reckoned by the an- 
cients one of the molt dreadful calamities chat ever hap- 
pened to Rome 01 . Moft of the officers on both fides were 
killed, and among the reft Mcnelaus, who commanded the 
Armenian archers under Conftantius, and had greatly lig- 
nalized himfelf during the engagement. He was flam by 
Romulus the enemy's general, who being mortally wounded 
by him, would not retire till he had killed the perfon who 
had given him the wound. Marcellinus, the chief author 
of this war, and all the evils attending it, difplayed uncom- 

k J11I, Orat. i. ii. p. 65, 106. 1 Idem ibid. p. 6;, no. “ Vift. 
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mon courage in the battle but was never afterwards heard 
of, nor could his body be found; whence he was believed 
to have been drowned in the river. As foon as it was day Aninjlance 
the emperor, beholding from an adjoining eminence the of Confan- 
plain covered, and the river choaked up, with dead bodies, Uui 's 
\ould not refrain from tears at fo melancholy a fight, more natlire ' 
graved at the daughter of fo many men than rejoiced at 
the victory, he ordered all the llain to be buried without 
diftinftion, and fuch as were wounded to be attended with 
care. At the fame time he caufed a general pardon to be 
proclaimed for all thole who had borne arms againft him ; 
thofe only excepted who had been concerned in the death 
of bis brother Conftans n . Magnentius, abandoning Pan- Magnetic 
nonia, fled with the remains of his (battered army into tll4S r ^ts 
Italy, there to recruit his broken forces, and try the for- tQ 
tune of another battle Conftantius did not purfue him, 
becaufe the winter approached, fays Julian; and likewife, 
becaufe his army was greatly fatigued, weakened, and 
confequently not in a condition to undertake any new ex- 
pedition. 

Next year Decentius Ciefar and Paulus were ncknowleg- 
cd confuls at Rome, and Conftantius the fifth time, with 
Gallus Csefar, at Conftantinople. Conftantius palled the 
winter at Sirmium, as appears from the dates of feveral of 
his conftitutions. By one dated the twenty-fixth of Febru- 
ary of this year 352, and addrefled to the prefeft Rufinus, 
he granted to eunuchs the liberty of making teftaments p ; 
whence it is evident, that till his time, they had been ex- 
cluded from that privilege. Conftantius was a great fa- 
vourer of eunuchs, and entirely governed by them and his 
other domeftics Magnentius having, after the battle of 
Murfa, fortified the palfes of the Alps, and left a fulficient 
number of troops to defend them, remained the whole 
winter at Aquileia, palling his time, if Julian is to be cre- 
dited, in feafting and debaucheries, as if no danger threat- 
ened him. But Conftantius, as foon as the feafon was Conflantius 
proper for action, alfembled his troops, anrl having, with- paffestke 
out the lofs of one man, furprifed and taken a caftle on the 3 u * tan 
Alps, in which Magnentius had left a ftrong garrilon, ad- 
vanced in order to force the reft. His fudden approach 
ftruck the tyrant with fuch terror, that he immediately 
abandoned Aquileia, and ordered the troops that guarded 
the other pafles on the Alps to follow him. In confequence 
of this prepofterous conduft, Conftantius entered Italy 


ft Jul. Orat. i. ii. p. 69. 107. 0 Zof. lib. ii. p, 700. p Cod. 
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without oppofition, made himfelf matter of Aquileia anrl 
the neighbouring country. From thence he advanced to 
Pavia, where Magnentius gained a con/iderabJe advantage 
over him; which , however, did not prevent him from re- 
ducing the whole country bordering on the Po, while the 
foldiers of Magnentius abandoned him in whole troops, an; 1 .' 
delivered up to the enemy the places they garrifoned. This 
defection fo difheartened the tyrant, that in the end he left 
Italy, and retired with all his forces into Gaul r . 

Conftantius was mailer of Rome and Italy before the 
third of November, for we find a law bearing date, ad- 
drefied to the Roman people, wherein the emperor declares 
void fome of the afts of Magnentius s . Not fatisfied with 
driving him from Italy, he fent a powerful fleet to feize on 
Africa and Carthage ; which immediately fubmitted, as did 
foon after Sicily and Spain. At the fame time feveral cities 
in Gaul revolted from the tyrant, and among the reft 
Treves, the inhabitants of which important place, {hutting 
their gates againft Decentius Crefar, the tyrant's brother, 
declared for Conftantius, and chofe one Pemenes to govern 
them in his name. Magnentius, apprehending his affairs 
to be now in a defperate condition, difpatched to Conftan- 
tiusafenator, and after him fome bifhops, to treat of a peace, 
offering to refign the fovereignty, upon condition that the 
emperor would grant him his life, and fome honourable em- 
ployment : but the emperor treated the fenator as a fpy, and 
difmifled the bifhops without deigning to return them an 
anfwer *. Magnentius, perceiving there was no room left 
for pardon, recruited his army, and difpatched an affaflin 
into the Eaft to murder Gallus Czefar, hoping that his death 
would oblige the emperor to withdraw his forces from 
Gaul, and march in perfon to the defence of the caftern 
provinces, threatened by the Perfians. The affaffin had 
already gained feme of Gallus’s guards; but the plot being 
difeovered before it could be put in execution, they were 
all feized and executed as traitors. 

Towards the clofe of this, or the beginning of the fol- 
lowing year Conftantius married Eufebia, a native of 

I hetlalonicH, the daughter of a confular, and of a lady who 
is greatly corr.rm nded for her chaftity, and the extraordi- 
nary care flic took in educating her children after the death 
of her hufbaud. >! She had two brothers, Eufebius and Hy- 
patius, whom we fhail fee uonluls in 359. The emperor 
fent for her uut of Maceuon, married her with great fo- 

r Jul. Orat- m. p. >1), 13*1-, Ammian lib. xxxi. p. 457. 5 Cod. 
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lemnity, loved her to the lad more than he had loved any of 
his other wives (for he had feveraJ), and to perpetuate the 
memory of her name, made a new diocefe, comprehending 
Bithynia, and fome other provinces, to which he gave the 
^lame of Pietas, or Piety , the import of the Greek word 
f$%fcbia w (I)). Conftantius was this year, as appears from 
theflwes of his laws, on the twenty-fixth of February, and 
fifth oPMarch, at Sirmium ; on the eighth of April at -Sa- 
baria in Pannonia -, on the twenty-feventh of the fame 
month, the thirteenth of May, and the twenty-fourth of 
June, at Sirmium ; on the third of November, at Milan ; 
and, on the firft of December, again at Sirmium x . 

In the fucceeding year, when Conftantius was conful 
the fixth time, and Callus Csefar the fecond, the war againft 
Magnentius was carried on with more vigour than ever. 


w Animian. lib. xxi. p. 185. Cang. Byzant. Fam. p. 48. Julian, 
p. 206. Vidt. Epit. * Cod. Juit. lib. vi. tit. zi. leg, 5. p. 544. 


(D) She is greatly commend- 
ed by Ainmianus (1), Zolimus 

(2) , and above all by Julian, 
who wrote her panegyric about 
the year 3 57 (3), lor her beau- 
ty, virtue, obliging behaviour, 
fkill in polite learning, and pru- 
dence. Baronius fpeaks or her 
as a profefTed enemy to the ca- 
tholic church, and a zealous fa- 
vourer of the Arians. Suidas 
tells us, that Leontius bifhop 
of Tripoli in Lydia, refuting 
to wait upon the emprefs, be- 
caufe (he had received other bi- 
fhops with great haughtinefs, 
fhe fent for him ; but he, in- 
flead of complying immediately 
with her nieflage, acquainted 
her, that he thought himfelf 
obliged to avoid appearing be- 
fore her, unlefs {he promifed to 
receive him with that refpeft 
which was due to his character; 
that is, to defeend from her 
throne, as foon as he appeared; 
to meet him near the door ; to 
receive his blefling in a humble 

(1) Amrnian. lib. xxi. p. 185. 

(3) Julian. Qrat. iii. 

Suid. ibid. 

VoL. XIV. 


pofhire ; and ftand till he hail 
taken his place, and given her 
leave to lit down. Suidas and 
Philoftorgius (4.) bellow great 
encomiums on Leontius, and 
paint him as a man ot extraor- 
dinary merit; but to us he 
feems to have been, at leafl^ 
deftitute of prudence and dif- 
cretion. The prelates of thd 
church ought not to flatter 
princes with a mean complai- 
sance ; but neither are they al- 
lowed, in admonilhing them of 
their faults, to be wanting to 
that refpeft which is due to 
their high flation. Eufebia 
proved barren ; whence, ei- 
ther out of jealoufy, or for 
fome reafons of llate unknown 
to us, file obliged her fifter-in- 
law Helena, whom Julian had, 
by her intereft, obtained in 
marriage of Conftantius, to take 
a potion, which made her mif- 
carry as often as fhe proved 
with child (5)- 


(2) Zof. lib. iii. p. 702. 
p. 190. (4) Philoftorg. lib. vii, cap. 6. p. 504* 

[5) Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 71. 
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and happily ended by a third battle fought by the em- 
peror’s generals in the Cottian Alps, that is, in the Higher 
Dauphine, near a caftle called Mons Seleucus, or Mons 
Seleuci, between Die and Gap, not far from the place 
where the prefent borough of Afpres Hands z . The forces 
\gnen- of Magnentius being in this battle likevvife routed ar^t 
; defeat- the tyrant took Hie 1 ter in Lions ; but the feV*Vol- 

dieis who attended him, defpairing now of an]f 'iarther 
fucccfs, refolved to purchafe the emperor’s favour by de- 
livering up to him his rival, the author of the prefent ca- 
lamitous war; and accordingly furrounded the houfe where 
he lodged, to prevent his efcape. It was probably on this 
occafion, that Magnentius ad di effing himfelf to his men, 
they, inilead of Jiftening to him, cried out with one voice, 
Long live Conftantius Auguftus.” The tyrant, well ap- 
prifed of the intention of his men, and thereupon trans- 
ported with rage and defpair, fjrft flew with his own hand 
his mother, his brother Dcfiderius, whom he had created 
Cacfar, and fucli of his relations and friends as were with 
Yr. of FI, him; and then, fixing his fword in a wall, threw himfelf 
upon it, to avoid, by that means, a more fhameful death, 
U c 1V5V. which lie well deferved, and had juft reafon to apprehend, 

if he fell alive into the hands of Conftantius a . Such was 

He lays nji- the deferved end of the tyrant and ufurper Magnentius, the 
dent hands firft, fay fomc writers, who brought a fcandal upon Chrif- 
en himfelf, Vanity, of which he made an outward profefiion, by the 
murder of his lawful fovereign- 

All authors agree, that Magnentius died this year 353* 
about the middle of Auguft, after he had held the fupreme 
power three years, and near feven months, being, at the 
time of his death, about fifty years old. His head was, by 
the emperor’s orders, cut off, and carried through molt of 
the provinces of the empire b . His brother Decentius Cse- 
far, who was marching to his afliftance, and had already 
reached Sens, hearing of his death, and finding himfelf 
furrounded en all Tides by the enemy’s forces, chofe rather 
to ftranglc himfelf, than to fall alive into the emperor’s 
bands. His death happened on the eighteenth of Auguft c . 
On fome of his medals he is ftyled Auguftus ; and both on 
his, and thofe of Magnentius, mention is made of a vic- 
tory gained by the two Augufti, and by Csefar. This vic- 
tory is perhaps the advantage they gained over Conftantius 
at Pavia, as we have related above ; after which Magnen- 

Y Jul. Orat. ii. p. 137. * Burdigal. Itin. p. 39. 1 tin - An- 
ton- p. z2. Baud. p. 493. a Zonar. p. 16. Zof, lib. ii. p. 701. 
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tius probably gave Decentius the title of emperor. Zonaras 
writes, that Defiderius was not killed by Magnentius, but 
dangeroufly wounded ; and that upon his recovery he 
yielded himfelf up to Conftantius d . That author does not Conflan- 
Veil us what reception he met with ; but Julian fays in ge- tiuj's cle- 
uV^l terms, that Conftantius, after the vitTory, fheathed menc Jf ex - 
h is Nuord, and fpared thofe who were fufpefted of the 
greateft crimes, the tyrant’s favourites and confidants, and gyrijh\ 
fuch as, taking upon them to difeharge his embaflies, had 
abufed their prince in a mod: outrageous manner. 

But other hiltorians do not fpeak fo favourably of Con- from whom 
ftantius Zofimus tells us, that not able to bear his good hiflorians 
fortune, he grew proud, haughty, and imperious. Libanius ^ l $ cr « 
afierts, that thofe who had ferved under Magnentius, 
dreading the feverity of Conftantius, and not daring to fhew 
thcmfelves, turned public robbers, and infefted the high- 
ways, till they w ere again taken into the fervice by Julian e . 
Ammianus alTures us, that the emperor fpared none who 
had, or were fufpedfed to have rendered the ufurper any 
confiderable fervice ; and that many officers, both civil and 
military, were under that pretence loaded vcith chains, and 
dragged to the tribunal of the emperor, who fentenced 
them to death, or feized their eftates, and confined them 
to defert iflands, upon the depofition of their known ene- 
mies, or perfons altogether unworthy of credit : and fre- 
quently upon bare fufpicions, when no one appeared againfl: 
them f . Many innocent perfons, fays the fame writer, were 
put to death, or banifhed : among the latter he names one 
Gerontius, who had been honoured by Magnentius with 
the title of comes or count, and was therefore firft racked, 
by C onftantius’s order, in a mod; inhuman manner, ana 
then fent into exile. 

As the emperor gave ear to informations, informers mul- 
tiplied without number ; but the mod mifehievous of that 
infamous tribe was one Paulus, a Spaniard, who had the 
character of fecretary, and was nicknamed Catena \ that 
is, Chain ; being remarkable for making accufations arife 
from one another, and linking them together, as it were, 
in a chain. He was fent into Britain, to bring from thence PauIusCa- 
the tribunes and other officers, who had Tided with Mag- t JJ a » anoC ~ 
nentius. He difeharged this commiffion with fuch cruelty * r ’fjntTnto 
and injudice, that Marlinus, a man of known integrity, Britain* 
and at that time vicar of the ifland, generoufly interpofing 
in behalf of the innocent, declared, that unlefs Paulus al- 
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tered bis meafures, he would withdraw from his govern- 
ment, not being able to fee the innocent thus tyrannically 
opprcffed, and confounded with the guilty. This declara- 
tion Paulus highly relented, and even threatened to treat 
him as a traitor, and fend him loaded -with chains to the^ 
emperor.* Thus provoked, Martinus drawing his fwoK?, 
attempted to kill the informer ; but he dexteroufly availing 
the pufli, received only a flight wound; and tLe brave 
Martinus buried his fvvnrd in his own bread:. Notwith- 
(landing the odium which the death of fo deferving a man 
Hu cruelty. ca fl- U p on t h e rc ig n 0 f Condantius, all thofe whom Paulus 
brought to him were dripped of their edates, and either 
profciibed, banidied, or put to death. The emperor \Vas 
this year, on the fixth of September, at Lions, as appears 
from a law bearing that date, which declares all the public 
afts of the ufurper void, and promifes indemnity and par- 
don to all concerned in Ins revolt, excepting thofe who 
were guilty of five crimes, which the laws punifhed with 
death b. By another law of this year, he granted many 
valuable privileges and exemptions to the clergy, to their 
wives, children, and domedics. From Lions the emperor 
removed to Arles, where lie palled the winter, and folem- 
nized with great pomp and rejoicings the end of the thir- 
tieth year of his reign, reckoning from the time he had 
been created Cxfar ; that is, from the eighth of Novem- 
ber 323 h . 

Gaul was this year ravaged by the Barbarians beyond the 
Rhine, and the difhanded troops of Magnentius. At Rome 
the populace rofe 011 account of the fcarcity of provifions, 
and committed great difordeis. In Afia the Ifaurian rob- 
*The lfau- hers over-ran Lycaonia and Pamphylia, and even laid fiege 
r'unfcveral t0 ^cleucia, a g reat antl populous city, and the capital of 
provinces- If aur ia* Count Cadricius defended the place with three 
legions, fays Ammianus. Gallus Cxfar no fooner received 
intelligence of the iiege of Seleucia, than he difpatched 
Nibridius, count of the Fad, to the relief of the place, who 
obliged the Ifauriaus to abandon the enterprize, and take 
refuge in their inacceffible mountains. At the fame time 
the Saracens committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia ; 
and the Perfians, under the command of Nohadarus, at- 
tempted to furprife the city of Batne, in the province of 
Anthemufia, on the Euphrates, on occafion of a great fair 
which was annually held there for the vent of Indian and 
Chinefe commodities. But the Eadern provinces were not 

g Cod. Theodof. Jib. ix. lit. 38. leg. z. p. zjo, 
lib. xiv. p. S, 9. Nor. Dec. cap. 1. p. 78, 75. 
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fo much harrafied by the Barbarians as by Gallus himfelf, 
who commanded there with the title of Cxfar, and go- 
verned like a tyrant and madman. His unexpected ad- 
vancement at the age of twenty-four, or twenty-five, his 
^reat quality (for he was nephew of Conftantine, the coufin 
2fyd brother-in-law of Conftantius), fome flight advantages 
obtained over the Jews, Perfians, and Ifaurians, and the 
flattening panegyrics of Libanius and others, pronounced 
before him, infpired him with fuch pride and arrogance, 
that he became altogether infupportable, and abandoned 
himfelf to every aCt of violence and oppreflion. He is even 
faid to have entertained thoughts of revolting from Conftan- 
tius, and claiming the empire for himfelf k He was naturally 
inclined to cruelty; and his wife Conftantina, inftead of 
foftening his favage temper, took pains to encourage him 
in his ferocity, and to exafperate him againlt fuch as did 
not yield to her the molt flavifh fubmiflion, being dated be- 
vond meafure with the refleClion, that (lie was the daughter 
and After of an emperor, the widow of a king, and the 
wife of Cxfar. Ammianus ftylcs her the Megxra, or fury 
of her fex ; and adds, that her cruelty was equal to her am- 
bition k . 

Gallus, thus flimulated by his natural cruelty, and the 
reitlefs and turbulent fpirit of his wife, broke out into all 
acts of violence imaginable. Some were murdered upon 
bare fufpicions ; others deprived of their eftates, and ba- 
nifhed. The prince entertained an incredible number of 
informers and fpies, who, inflnuating themfelves into all 
companies, made exaggerated reports of what they heard ; 
and the perfons thus acculed were hurried to execution, or 
privately difpatched. Gallus himfelf, in order to make dif- 
coveiies, ufed to walk the ftreets in the night-time in dif- 
guife, and mix with the populace in public houfes. His 
lufpicious and cruel temper being once difeovered, fuch as 
had piivate enemies laid hold of the prince’s foible to gra- 
tify their own hatred, nothing being more eafy than to de- 
flroy the molt innocent perlons, and procure the confifca- 
tion of their eftates ; for under Gallus it was one and the 
fame thing to be accufed or lulpetled, and condemned. By 
tliefe means all the cities and provinces were filled with 
blood and daughter; and no man, fays Ammianus, how- 
ever free from guilt, was fure to live, or enjoy his eftate, a 
whole day. Thalaflus, at that time prefect of the Eaft, 
was greatly concerned at the conduct of Gallus; and had 
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he been a man of prudence and diferetion, might have 
eafily corrected it, and prevented many diforders ; but be- 
ing himfelf of a haughty and imperious temper, inftead of 
^dmonifliing GaJJus of his faults with the refpeft that was 
due to his rank, he oppofed him with too much heat, and 
checked him with a great deal of roughnefs and ill-nature/ 
Jie even informed the emperor of all his aftions, g;rjg- 
gerating every thing to a great degree, not privately? but 
in public, with a defign Gallus fhould know he had done 
it ; a circumftance which, inftead of reclaiming, prompt- 
ed him to ftill greater excelTcs, that he might not feem to 
yield to his inferior h 

m^VeT* The em P eror > having paded the winter at Arles, went 
ZsaLfith' ear] y * n the f P rin g Valence, with a defign to march 
piemans, againft Gondomadus and Vadomorus, two brothers, kings 
of the Alemans, who had made frequent inroads into that 
part of Gaul which lay next to their territories. The ren- 
dezvous of the troops defigned for this expedition was at 
Chalons on the Soane, where they began to mutiny for 
want of provifions, the heavy rains that had fallen prevent- 
ing the arrival of the corn that was expected from Aqui- 
■ faine. Conftantius was inclined to fend to the mutinous 

army Rufinus, prefedt of Gaul, with a defign to expufe 
him to the fury of the incenfed foldiery, he being very 
powerful, and by the mother’s fide uncle to Gallus, on 
whofe ruin the emperor had already refolved. But Rufinus’s 
friends at court prevailed upon the emperor to change his 
intention ; and Eufebius, Conftantius’s chamberlain, gained 
over the molt mutinous and refractory by diftribuling mo- 
ney among them privately. The emperor ftaid fome time 
at Valence, and there received certain advice of what Gallus 
had done ; that is, as we conjecture, of the murder of 
Domitian. 

The mutiny being appeafed, and the expedfed convoys 
arriving, the army inarched chearfully towards Rauracum 
on the Rhine, a little above the prefent city of Bafle, where 
Attempt! the emperor attempted to lay a bridge over that river ; but 
'iay'a™ *° Germans from the othe^fide of the Rhine difeharged 
bridge over incefTant fhovvers of darts and arrows, that the defign 
the Rhine. W,1S bnd ^fide as altogether impradticable. This mifear- 
riage reduced the emperor to great difficulties; but while, 
he was at a Jofs what courfe to take, a perfon well acquaint- 
ed with the country (hewed him a place where the river 
was fordable. They were however prevented from eroding 
it, by the unexpected arrival of deputies from the enemy’s 
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camp to fue for peace ; which the emperor, by the advice Grants a 
of his council, readily granted, that he might be at leifure peace to 
to confult what meafures might be taken with iefpeft to his fj*" 
coufin Gallus Ctffar, of whofe extravagant conduct new mah] ' 
^complaints were daily laid before him. With this view he 
i?^t Gaul, as foon as the treaty was concluded, and repair- 
edl\^Milan, where he pafled the winter" 1 . In the begin- 
ning o^the prefent year, great difturbances were raifed at 
Antioch, on account of the fcaicity of provifions ; for 
Gallus commanding the magiftrates to lower the prices, and 
they reprefenting that this ftep, inftead of mitigating, would 
increafe the evil, he caufed fome of them to be publicly 
executed, and others to be dragged to prifon. But Hono- 
ratus, who was ftill count of the halt, oppofed this wild 
decree, and fet the prifoners at liberty". 

Some time after this tranfaftion, Gallus being to fet out ‘Theophilus, 
for Hierapolis, the people of Antioch befought him to give governor of 
orders before bis departure for conveying corn to their city 
from other countries ; he anfwered, that if they were not i*q**i us 
fupplied, it was the fault of Theophilus, governor of Syria. t0 t /j g ra ^ t 
This anfwer the people remembered, and the price of pro- of the pa - 
vilions incrcafing, four or five mean perfons threw them- pulace. 
felves upon Theophilus in the circus. The populace im- 
mediately aflembling, not only murdered him, but, tranf- 
ported with rage, dragged his body about the ftreets ; a 
treatment which he did not deferve, having difeharged his 
employment with great mildnefs and integrity. They at- 
tempted to treat Eubulus, one of the chief men in the city, 
and his fon, in the fame manner ; but they found means 
to cfcape the fury of the multitude; who neverthelefs 
burnt their houfes. T he death of rheophilus °, thus aban- 
doned by Gallus to the rage of the multitude, and his pro- 
teifting one Serenianus, who was univerfally hated by all 
good men, and had even afpired to the empire, greatly pre- 
judiced Conftanlius againft him. The emperor, however, 
wrote feveral obliging letters to him ; but at the fame time, 
under various pretences, drew the, flower of his troops into 
the Weft. About this time ThalafTus, prefeft of the Eaft, 
dying, Conftantius named in his room one Domitian; and 
in giving him his inftruftions at his departure, told him, 
among other things, he had been informed that Gallus 
was defi rolls of coming to Italy, and paying him a vifit ; 
adding, 11 If you think it proper, you may conduct him to 

rr. Cod. Theod. Chron. p. 52. n Ammian. lib. xiv. p. 25. 

Liban, Vit. * Ammian. p. 16. Julian, p. m- Liban. Orat. 
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my prcfencc ; but let it be done with all the duty and re* 
fpeft owing to his birth and Ration. 

Domitian underRood the emperor’s meaning ; but being 
of mean birth, he wanted politenefs and addrefs to execute 
his tacit orders, agreeably to the prince’s intention. Oi \/' 
his arrival at Antioch, he went dircftly to the houfe wh^ 
the prefers lodged, without paying his re Ip efts to CkAar, 
though he paRed before his palace ; and, under ctfibur of 
being indifpofed, Rayed feveral days at home, informing 
himfelf of the conduft of Gallus, and fending to the em- 
peror an exaggerated account of all he heard. At length . 
Gallus fending him word that he fhould be glad to fee him, 
he went to court; and coming up to the prince, 11 You 
muR go (faid he abruptly) to Italy ; for fuch is the empe- 
ror’s pleafure ; which if you refute to comply with, I fhall 
ftop the neceflary appointments for the maintenance of 
your houthold.” Having thus fpoken, he withdrew with- 
out uttering another word, or waiting the prince’s anfwer, 
who called him back, and afterwards often fent for him ; 
but could never prevail upon him to appear again at court. 
Gallus, highly provoked, and not without reafon, at the 
conduft of the prefeft, ordered him to be put under arrefl. 
Montius, or, a5 others call him, Magnus, then quadtor, 
forefeeing the evil confequences that muR inevitably attend 
the execution of this order, thought himfelf obliged to pre- 
vent them; and with great franknefs told Gallus, that he 
ought to pull down the Ratucs of ConRantius, before he 
thought of arreRing or putting to death a prefeft p . Others 
fay, that addrefling himfelf to Gallus, be fpoke to this ef- 
feft, with an air of contempt : “ The emperor has not 
thought fit to truR you with the power of creating a fingle 
inagiRrate, and you talk of putting a prefeft to death q ’\ 
Gallus, offended at the liberty which the quieRor had taken, 
complained of it to his guards, who immediately feizing 
Montius, and faRening cords to his feetj dragged him to 
the houfe of Domitian, wlmm they threw down Rairs, and 
dragged, with Montius, through the chief Rreets of An- 
tioch, calling, after many infults, both their bodies into 
the river r . 

This bold attempt, in which ConRantina is faid to have 
had a great fhare, was followed by many other cruelties 
and murders, committed in all the provinces of the JiaR, 
at the inRigation of Gallus and his wife ConRantina, 
whofe thirR after blood was as great as that of her hulband 
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The reader will find in Ammianus Marcellinus a detail of 
thefe cruel and inhuman executions. It being difcovered, 
that a purple garment was making privately at Tyre, the 
two Apollinares, father and fon, the former governor of 
Phoenicia, and the latter fon-in-law to the prefedt Domi- 
ti , n , were by Gallus’s orders arrefted, as if they afpired to 
the T^vereignty, and, without any farther inquiry, * con- 
demneOTo banifhment. But thofe who conducted them, at 
fome diftance from Antioch, purfuant to their private or- 
ders, broke their thighs, and then put them to death. Ur- 
Jicinus, general of the horfe, was obliged to abandon the 
defence of Nifibis, and haften to Antioch, to prefide at the 
inquiry which the emperor ordered to be made into this 
affair*, but the other judges being named, and previoufly 
well inftrudted, by Gallus and Conllantina, he could not 
proceed as he would have otherwife done *, for Ammianus 
Marcellinus, who ferved under him, fpeaks every-where of 
him as a man of an unblemifhed character. As this com- 
million gave him an opportunity of difeovering many things 
till then not known, he acquainted the emperor with the 
Hate of affairs in the Eaft, and preffed him to redrefs the 
many evils which aflTidted thofe provinces. Befides the 
informations the emperor received of Callus's mal-admini- 
ftration and cruelties, he was told, that, not fatisfied with 
the dignity of Cacfar, he afpired to the fovereignty, and en- 
tertained evil defigns again!! the emperor. 

Conftantius, giving credit to thefe accufations, whether true 
or falfe, refolved upon the ruin and death of Gallus, though 
his cou fin-german and brother-in-law ; but leff that prince 
fhould openly revolt, he carefully concealed his intention, 
and wrote a very friendly and obliging letter, inviting him 
to Italy, that he might advile with him on certain affairs of 
great importance. At the/aipe time he wrote toUrficinus, 
at that time magifter equitum, or general of the horfe, in 
the Eaft, to come with all fpeed to Milan, in order to deli- 
berate upon the moll proper menfures that might be taken 
with refpect to the Petfians, who were affembling their 
forces, as was pretended, with a defign to invade Syria. 
This was likewife a pretext which the emperor made ufe 
of to remove Urficinus, left he fliould raife difturbances in 
the Eaft during the abfence of Gallus ; fur the eunuchs and 
courtiers, dreading the merits and abilities of that worthy 
man and great warrior, filled the emperor’s mind with fuch 
fears and jealoufies, in order to compafs his ruin. One 
Profper, a comes or count, was fent to fucceed him, but 
pnly with the title and character of his deputy, to remove 
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from him all apprehenfions of his being fufpeCtcd 3 . Urfi- 
cinuSi on the receipt of the emperor’s letter, fet out imme- 
diately, accompanied by Ammianus the hiflorian ; and ar- 
rived at Milan much foonerthan he was expected, to the 
great joy of the emperor, who now thought of nothing bu*'” 
getting Gallus into his power. For this purpofe, beMes 
the above mentioned letter to Gallus, he wrote feveraW^hers 
to Conftantina, exprefling a great defire to fee hei^ and in- 
viting her to court, with the moft tender expreflions. They 
were both too fenfible of their evil conduCt, not to appre- 
hend the worfl from the emperor : however, Conftantina^ 
who was well acquainted with her brother's temper, hoped 
by her artful inflnuations to difarm his rage; and, without 
any farther deliberation, fet out on her journey, leaving 
Gallus at Antioch : but fhe had fcarce entered the province 
of Bithynia, when fhe was feized with a fever at Cxni Gal- 
licani, of which fhe died, leaving behind her one daughter, 
of whom no farther mention is made in hiftory. Her body 
was carried to Rome, and buried on the Nomentan Way, 
where the church of the martyr Agnes flood, which fhe 
had founded l . Her death threw Gallus into the utmoffc 
perplexity: as he had now loll his only advocate with the 
emperor, he defpnired of being able to appeafe him; and 
therefore began to think of affirming the title of Auguftus: 
but moft of his friends deferting him on account of his in- 
conflant temper, and the reft hating him for his cruelty, 
and dreading the power of Conflantius, he was obliged to 
lay afide all thoughts of openly revolting. 

The emperor, with frequent letters, and repeated mef- 
fages, importuned him tD come with all fpeed to court. 
Among the reft, he fent one Scudilo to him, a crafty in- 
finuating man, who, by giving him all imaginable af- 
furances on the emperor’s part, prevailed upon him to leave 
Antioch, and begin his journey to Italy. He flopt fome 
time at Conflantinople, where, like a man who apprehend- 
ed no danger, he exhibited public fhews, and diverted him- 
felf and the people with the circenfian fports. His confi- 
dent behaviour increafed the emperor’s fears and jealoufies, 
who thereupon ordered all the garrifons to be removed from 
the cities and towns through which he was to pafs, left; he 
fhould corrupt them ; and at the fame time difpatched fe- 
veral officers to him, who, under colour of attending him, 
were to keep a watchful eye over him. This injunction 
they obeyed fo punctually, that, though the Thebean legions 
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encamped in Thrace, upon his arrival at Adrianople, fent 
deputies to him, alluring him, that they they were ready 
to aflift him to the utmoft of their power, yet, during the 
twelve days he ftaid in that city, the deputies could never 
have an opportunity of fpeaking with him. In the mean 
ti'Tie, he received frelh letters from the emperor, requiring 
hini, f o make what hafte he could, and public carriages were 
provicfN^for his equipage*, but the officers fen{ to him by 
Conftantius advifing him to leave his court at Adrianople, 
he fet out with a fmall retinue for Milan, where the empe- 
ror then was. Upon his arrival at Petavium in Noricum, 
lie was there met hy Barbatio, who entering the fame even- h ar refled 
ing the houfe where he lodged with a company of foldiers, at Peta- 
ftript him of all the enligns of his dignity, and difpatched vium^nd 
one Apodemus with his purple fhoes to the emperor, aflur- 
ing him, in the mean time, by repeated oaths, that nothing h ls dignity, 
elfe was intended by the emperor again!! him; but never- 
thelefs, putting him into a clofe litter, he hurried him away 
to Flanona, now Fianone in Dalmatia, not far from Fola, 
where Crifpus Cxfar, the fon of Conllantine, had been put 
to death twenty-eight years before. Thither the emperor 
fent his two moft inveterate enemies, Eufebius the eunuch, 
and Pentades his fecretary, to examine him about the death 
of the prefeft Domitian and others, and to hear what defence 
he could make 11 . Gallus owned moft of the crimes that 
were laid to his charge; but alleged, that they proceeded 
chiefly from the mitigations and evil counfels of his wife 
Conftantina. 

The emperor, provoked at this plea, which reflected in 
fo high a meafure on his filter, and confequently on liirn- 
felf, and inftigated by the enemies of Gallus, perfuading 
him, that his fafety depended upon the deltruttion of lo 
dangerous a rival, refulved to put an end to his own fears, 
and the other’s life, and accordingly figned a warrant for and put te 
his execution. Some authors write, that the emperor, foon death, 
after, countermanded the execution; but that Eufebius, and 
the other enemies of Gallus, pretended that it came too late. 

However, it is certain that Gallus was beheaded, and aton- 
ed with his own blood for that of many innocent perfons, 
which he had fhed. Thus fell Gallus Caefar, in the twenty- 
ninth year of his age, after having reigned near four years. 

His death was chiefly owing to his own tyrannical conduct, 
exaggerated by the malice of Eufebius, Scudilo, and Barba- 
tio, his avowed enemies, who charged him with more 
primes than he had really committed. All thofe who had 
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been concerned with him in the death of the prefeft Do- 
mitian, the qureftor Montius, and his oLher crimes, felt the 
weight of the emperor's difpleafure. Multitudes of people 
of all ranks were brought from the Eaft in chains to Aqui- 
leia, where they were tried by Eufebius, and one Arbora^ 
men deftitute of all mercy and compaffion, and on that v^Ty 
account charged by Conllantius with the cornjjimion. 
Thefe judges, without making any diftintftion betffeen the 
guilty and innocent, fentenced fome to the rack, and after- 
wards to banifhment, others to fervile offices in the army, 
and great numbers to death, fparing none but fucb as could^ 
redeem themfelves with large fums. Lufcus, the firft ma- 
giftrate of Antioch, was burnt alive ; but Gorgonius, Gal- 
lus’s great chamberlain, the moft guilty of all, efcaped by 
bribing his judges, and the eunuchs of the court. Julian, 
the brother of Gallus, though not concerned in his crimes, 
was kept feven months under clofe confinement, and would 
have been put to death, had he not been fnved by the favour 
of the emprefs Eufebia w . By the death of Gallus, the Ro- 
man empire became united under one prince, after it had 
continued divided for near feventy years, that is, from the 
year 285, or 28^, when Dioclefian took Maximian for his 
colleague ; for ever fince that time there had been either 
feveral emperors, or one Cxfar. 

Before the emperor left Milan, Africanus, governor of Pan- 
nonia Secunda, was brought prifoner to that city, with feve- 
ral others, who, after being tortured in a moft cruel manner, 
were thrown into prifon, becaufe they had at an entertain- 
ment expreffed themfelves with great freedom on matters 
of flate ; whence it was concluded, that they were carrying 
on fome plot, and that Africanus afpired to the fovereignty. 
A tribune, named Marinus, who was prefent at this enter- 
tainment, chofe rather to lay violent hands on himfelf at 
Aquileia, than to endure the torture x . The emperor foon 
after left Milan ro march againfl the Germans, who made 
frequent inrqads into the empire towards the Brigantine 
lake, now the lake of Conftance. The emperor himfelf 
remained in the plains of the country now belonging to the 
GrifonSjin ihe neighbourhood of the prefent city ofCoira; 
and detached Arbctio, with the flower of the army, againft 
the enemy. Arbetio fell into an ambufeade, and loft great 
numbers of his men •, but this Jofs was foon retrieved by 
the valour of Arintheus, who became famous under the 
emperor Valens, and of two other officers, who falling 
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upon the Germans, without waiting the orders of their ge- The Ger- 
neral, put them to flight, and obliged them to abandon the ma?n de- 
Roman territories. The emperor, fatisfied with this vie- fated. 
torjr, i eturned to Milan, and there took up his winter- 
quartirs. 

r l'he tranquility which Conftantius enjoyed at this time 
was t^oon interrupted by the apprehenfion of a pretended 
plot, \$%ich produced a true confpiracy. Sylvanus, the foil Sylvanus 
of Bonitus, a leading man among the Franks, commanded faljly ac- 
in Gaul, and had performed great exploits againft the Bar- cu J cd °) 
barians. He owed his preferment to the artifices of rival t Empire. 
'courtiers, efpechdly of Arbetio, the conful of this year, 
who, jealous of his extraordinary merit, had propofed him 
to the emperor as the bed qualified perfon in the empire 
for driving the Barbarians out of Gaul, and reftoring that 
province, diftreflcd by their frequent inroadsj to its former 
condition. Sylvanus well deferved the char after which 
Arbetio gave him ; but the conful’s main defign in com- 
mending him, and extolling his military talents, was to re- 
move him from the emperor’s prefence, in order to corn- 
pal's his ruin, a defign which he effefted in the following 
manner : one Dynames, keeper of the emperor’s mules, 
leaving Gaul, begged of Sylvanus letters of recommenda- 
tion to his friends at court ; which being granted, the trai- 
tor erafed all but the fubfeription ; and having inferted di- 
rections to the friends of Sylvanus for carrying on a con- 
fpiracy, delivered the letters to the prefeft Lampridius, who 
being privy, as was fuppofed, to this wicked contrivance, 
fhewed them to the emperor. Orders were immediately 
iflued for apprehending fuch perfons as were named in the 
letters. As there were at that time great numbers of 
Franks of diftinftion at court, they all interpofed in favour 
of their countryman ; among the reft Malaricus, their chief, 
knowing that the whole was a mere calumny, offered to go 
into Gaul, and bring the fuppofed criminal before the em- 
peror adding, that if perfons, whom Sylvanus miftrufted, 
ihould be fent for that purpofe, he might be prompted by 
fear to attempt what he was falfly accufed of having already 
attempted. But Conflantius, without attending to the juft 
and reafonable propofal of Malaricus, was perfuaded by 
Arbetio to name Apodemus, a declared enemy to all men 
of probity, to enquire into this affair. He immediately 
fet out for Gaul ; but inftead of prefenting to Sylvanus, aa 
foon as he arrived, purfuanr to his inftrudtions, the empe- 
ror’s letter, commanding him to repair forthwith to court, 
be feized on his eltate, and caufed his friends in Gaul to 
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be apprehended, and put to the torture. This violence 
coming to the ears of Sylvanus, who was then at Cologne, 
and too well acquainted with the emperor’s fufpicious tem- 
per, and the afeendant his enemies at court had over him, 
to fufFer himfelf to be arretted, he refolved at firft to take 
fllelter among the Franks, his countrymen ; but being per- 
fuaded by his friends not to trutt a people fo remarWde for 
their ficklenefs and treachery, he determined, forhis own 
prefervation, to do what otherwife he would never have 
thought off; and accordingly afTumed the purple, and cauf- 
ed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by the troops unde*^ 
his command y . 

While thefe things patted in Gaul,Dynames, tottrengthen 
his accufation againft Sylvanus, forged a letter in the name 
of that general, and of Malarious, to a tribune, defiring 
him to get every thing ready, without explaining himfelf 
farther. The tribune, being at a lufs about the meaning 
of it, fent it to Malarious, who knowing it to be forged, 
complained aloud of the treachery, and, with the other 
Franks, demanded vengeance on thofe who were, by fuch 
malicious contrivances, endeavouring to prejudice the em- 
peror againft thofe of their nation. This clamour occafion- 
ed an enquiry, and unravelled the whole feene of iniquity. 
The emperor, convinced of the innocence of Sylvanus, and 
the malice of his accufers, depofed the prefeft Lampridius, 
and even ordered him, with feveral other perfons of dif- 
tinftiun, to be put to the torture ; on which fome of them 
owned the whole to be a mere calumny. They were, how- 
ever, in the end, all abfolved, fo great was the power of 
their fa&ion at court; and Dynames was even preferred to 
the government of Hetruria. As Sylvanus was declared 
innocent, they were all furprifed by the arrival of a meffen- 
ger from Gaul, difpatched to acquaint the emperor, that 
Sylvanus had a&ually aftumed the title of emperor. The 
meffenger arrived at Milan about the clofe of the even- 
ing, and the emperor, thunderftruck at the unexpected 
tidings, fummoned a council the fame night: the refult of 
which was, that Urficinus ftiould be fent forthwith into 
Gaul, the courtiers, who dreaded Urficinus no lefs than 
Sylvanus, hoping by thefe means to get rid of one whom 
they hated, and perhaps of both. Urficinus made hafte to 
reach Cologne, that Sylvanus, fuppofing his revolt not to 
be yet known at court, might the more readily comply 
with the emperor’s injunctions; for Urficinus was charged 
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'with letters from the emperor to Sylvanus, confirming him 
in his poll of general, injoining him to repair to court, anil 
in the mean time deliver up the command of the army to 
Uriicinus. Urficinus, notwithftanding the hafte he made, 
came too late, the news of the revolt’s being known at 
court having reached Cologne before him ; a circumftance 
which, obliged him to change his meafures, and pretend 
that he had deferted Conftantius, and was come to (hare 
with Sylvanus his fuccefs or misfortunes, waiting in the 
mean time a favourable opportunity of difpatching him. 

'1 his was a dangerous expedient, and altogether unworthy 
nf that greatnefi* of foul which Ammianus fo much ad- 
mires in his hero. 

Sylvanus received him with extraordinary demon fixations 
oF kindnefs, freely opened all his thoughts to him, advifed 
with him about the meafures that were to be taken for their 
mutual fecurity, and repofed in him ail entire confidence. 

This gave Urficinus an opportunity of gaining over fome of 
his guards with large promifes, who early one morning, 
forcing unexpectedly the gates of the palace, and entering 
fvvord in hand, met Sylvanus, while he was attempting to Sylvarus 
make his efcape, and take fanftuary in a neighbouring fiain by the 
church, and cut him in pieces, after he had enjoyed the treac ^ er y 
title of emperor only twenty-eight days 2 . Thus fell one f iuj rJia ~ 
of the braved and moft deferving officers of the empire, 
whom the malice of jealous courtiers, and the credulity of 
the emperor, had obliged in his own defence to affiime the 
purple. He had furved under Magnentius ; but deferting 
him with a numerous body of cavalry under his command 
before the battle of Murfa, had ever after diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the wars of Conftantius, who, on account of 
his eminent fervices, had raifed him to the poll of magifter 
peditum, or general of the foot. Conftantius exprefled 
extraordinary joy at the news of Sylvanus’s death; but 
though he owned he had nothing more to fear, yet he pro- 
ceeded with great rigour againft fuch as had been concern- 
ed in his revolt. Pemenes, who had defended Treves 
againft Decentius, and many other perfons of diftinftion, 
were condemned and executed. The courtiers were for 
putting all the friends of Sylvanus to death, without dif- 
tinftion, but were oppofed by the emperor, who declared, 
that friendfhip ought not to be puniffied as a crime ; he 
even ordered the effects and eftate of the unhappy Sylvanus 
to be referved for his fon, who was then very young, and 


had 
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had been left by his father as an hoftage at court, perceir- 
ing, when it was too late, that the malice of his enemies, 
and not his ambition, had prompted him to revolt a . 

The Franks, Alemans, and Saxons no fooner heard the 
news of his death, than they broke into that province with 
greater fury than ever, and took and pillaged above forty cities, 
and among the reft Cologne, which they levelled vift^h the 
ground b . At the fame time the Quadi and Sarmatians, 
entering Pannonia, laid wafte all before them c ; and the 
Perfians over-ran, without oppofition, Mefopotamia and 
Armenia ; Profper, who had fucceeded Urficinus, and the,, 
prefect Maufonianus, being more intent upon pillaging 
than defending the countries committed to their care. 
Conftantius, apprifed of the danger that threatened the em- 
pire, after various confultations, refolved to raife his coufin 
Julian, the brother of Gallus, to the dignity of Crefar. 
This defign was oppofed by all the fycophants at court, 
who, extolling the emperor’s prudence, condufl, and 
courage, told him, that he was capable of fuftaining the 
burden of the empire alone ; infinuating, at the fame time, 
that it was not fafe for him to raife Julian to that high 
ftation. But the emprefs Eufebia, interpofing in favour of 
Julian, prevailed upon her hufband to purfue his intentions. 

The emperor, therefore, being returned to Milan before 
the thirty-nrft of Ofrober from a Ihort progrefs, ordered 
Julian to quit his philofophical cloak, and gave him an 
apartment in the palace. On the fixth of November, hav- 
ing alfembled the army, he afeended the tribunal, and 
placing Julian on his right hand, he acquainted the fol- 
diers with his defign of dignifying his coufin with the 
title and authority of Csefar, and alked their confent. 
The army unanimoufly approved of his refolution : then 
the emperor clothed him with a purple robe; faluted 
him with the title of Csefar, and of molt loving brother; 
appointed him governor of Gaul ; and in committing that 
province to his care, told him, that he placed him over 
a powerful army, not doubting but, upon a proper occa- 
fion, he would fignalize his own courage, and be wit- 
nefs of their’s. This ceremony and fpeech were followed 
by loud acclamations and great encomiums, bellowed by 
the whole army on the emperor and the new Csefar. A few 
days after Conftantius gave him his lifter Helena in mar- 
riage ; and this new favour and mark of diftinflion was 
likewife owing to Eufebia, who, befides many other things 
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of great v:.jkie, preferred the young prince, on this occa- 
fion, with a large and well-chofen library ,J . At the fame ^ 
time his whole houfbold was changed, on pretence of doing giwtth** 
him honour; but the emperor’s ical defign was to remove emperor 
all in whom he had any confidence : guards were placed j^loujy. 
at his apartment, not to defend, but to watch him ; ail his 
letters were opened before they came to his hands, info- 
much, that he advifed his belt fritnds to forbear viiit- 
ing him, led they fhould expofe themfclves or him to dan- 
ger. Before he vifited Gaul, the emperor gave him in- 
i^uttions under his own hand, regulating his whole con- 
duct, even the expences of his table, as if he had been a 
chilil, lays Ammianus % fent to fciiool. He greatly re- 
ftrained and curtailed his authority, enjoining the generals 
who lerved under him, to watch his actions with no lefs 
care than thofe of the enemy, and inveding Marcellus with 
the command of the army, who was feat to fucceed Urfi- 
cinus, though the latter was ordered to continue in Caul, 
till the war was concluded, with the title of general, but 
wbbout any command, the emperor being dill, in fume 
degree, prejudiced againlt him. Julian was ftri&ly en- 
joined not to give any large lies to the army; and authors 
, oblerve, that ConfLintius himfelf, contrary to cudom, gave 
none upon his promotion. Julian left Milan on the fird He v fent 
of D eeernber, the emperor himlelf accompanying him as Haul. 
far as Pavia, from whence he purfued his journey to the 
Alps, attended only by three hundred and li x t y foldicrs. 

On his ariival at Turin he was fird acquainted with the 
Infs of Cologne, which had been concealed from the em- 
peior. He arrived at Vienne before the end of the year, 
and was received by the people of that city, and the neigh- 
bourhood, with extraordinary marks of joy r . 

In the following year, 356, Condantius took upon him 
his eighth confulfhip, and chofe Julian for his colleague. 

The latter palled the winter at Vienne, deliberating about 
the operations of the enfuing campaign. Having received /j u f un i e 
intelligence, that the city of Autun was hefieged by the fieged by 
Barbarians, but defended with great bravery by the vete- the Barba- 
rans, who had repulfed the enemy when they were fealing tians, who 
the walls, he afTembled fome forces, and marched to the r ?'h € l ^ e 
relief of the place; but finding the fiegc raifed, from Au- 
tun he went in purfuit of the Barbarians to Auxerre, pe- 
netrating with the greated danger thick woods, and from 
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Auxerre to Troies. On his march he leu ml himfelf fur- 
rounded on all fules by the enemy, who ravaged the coun- 
try in great bodies ; but he cUeated them with a handful 
of men, killed great numbers, and took many prifoners. 
From Troies he proceeded to Rlicims, where the main body 
oi the army, commanded by Maiecllus, waited his arrival. 
Leaving Rlicims, he took his route towards Decempagi, 
now l)jtu/c, on the Seillc in Lurrain, with a defign to at- 
tack the Germans, who were bulled in ravaging that coun- 
try. Ihit the ninny, taking advantage of a dark and wet 
night, iurprilLd his rear, and would have cut off two k- 
gions, had not the 1 c It of the army, alarmed at the fudifen 
node, returned to their alliitanic. The Germans them* 
felvcs were defeated a few da vs alier, though not with gnat 
lofs, in the neighbourhood oi Biocomagus, now Brumt, in 
Cologne Allace, between Stralhmg and llagucnau s . This aelvriii- 
retaken by tnge, howxvcr, opened him away to Cologne, which he 
Julian, and f ounc [ abandoned by the enemy, and entered, after it had 
been ten months in their hands. The Barbarians had r.eg- 
lecled to foitify it ; but Julian ordered the old fortifications 
to he repaired, and the houfes rebuilt Libanius anils, 
that he rebuilt another great city in that country, perhaps 
Tongres or Treves, which had been olten attacked by the., 
Barbarians, and was reduced to a niilerable condition. 
During his Hay at Cologne, one of the kings of the Franks, 
dreading his arms, lent deputies to lue for peace; but Ju- 
lian granted him only a fhorr truce. Having repaired the 
city and fortifications of Cologne, he removed to Bafil to 
fupport the emperor, who wm.-, making war upon the Ger- 
mans in Rhatia ; and to prevent theii efcaping into Gaul, 
he continued there till winter, when he retired to the city 
of Sens, and took up his quarters 1 . 

It appears, from the dates of ftveral laws, that Conffan- 
tius did not ffir liom Milan till after the eleventh of April, 
and iIilu took a progrefs into Illyricum k . He was at Mi- 
lan on the twenty-ninth of Oblober, as appears from a law 
bearing that iljte, which confirms to the clergy of Rome all 
their privileges. He left Milan loon after, to make war upon 
the Germans, under the command of their kings the two 
brothers Gondomadus and Vadomarus. He palled the 
Rhine, entered their dominions on the fide of R.haetia, and 
meeting with no oppolition, laid w r afle their country to a 
E reat exLent - This devaluation obliged them to implore 
*Germanjto P^ ace i which the emperor readily granted, and then re- 
Jut for 

ptacc* s Lilian. Orar. ix. p. 237, & Orat. xii. p. 271. h Julian, p. 512. 
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turner! to Milan, the ufual place of his refulence 1 . While 
the emperor was engaged in this expedition, the emprefs 
tufebiu vifited the city of Rome, and was received by the 
lenate, who went out to meet her, with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence. During her (lay in that metropolis, the 
gave great fums to the people, and upon her departure 
made rich prefents to the heads of the tribes. The fame Forbids, 
year the emperor enacted two remarkable Jaws ; one dated u Jj°” 
the twentieth of February, condemning to death thofe who ]f le ™or- 
fnould for the future facrifice, or pay any manner of wor- flipping of 
*hip, to idols 01 ; the other, dated the eighth of March, de- 
daring the effects of condemned perfons, except in cafes 
of magic or trealon, to belong to their children and rela- 
tions, within the third degree. But this law the emperor 
himielt revoked two years after. 

The next eonfuls were, Conltantius the ninth time, and 
Julian the fecond. The latter had taken up his winter- 
quarters at -Sens, as we have related above, and bad retained 
but a fmall number of troops, the reft being difperfed about 
the country for the convenience of their quarters in a pio- 
vince fo often ravaged and laid wafte. 1 be Barbarians, y u n an \ , €m 
appriled of this circum dance, afTembled in great numbers, pegedm 
and laid liege to the place, hoping to take Julian himfclf Sens. 
prifoner : but he, with the few forces he had, made fo vi- 


gorous a defence, that the enemy, defpairing of being able 
ro reduce the town, retired, after they bad lain a wdiole 
month before it. All this while MarcelJus, the commander 
in chief, never attempted to refeue Julian, or relieve the 
place, though he was quartered in the neighbourhood. 

Not long after, Conltantius declared Julian commander in He is ere- 
chief of all the forces in Gaul, being perfuaded to this mea- atei ^ J om ~ 
fure either by the emprefs, or the eunuch Eutherius, or c p l€ f 0 f l Q n 
probably by both n . At the lame time he appointed Scve- the forces 
rus, an officer of great experience, to command under him. in Gaul. 
Upon his arrival in Gaul, Julian, who received him with 
great joy, raifed frefh troops, and fupplied them with arms, 
which he luckily difeovered in an old arfenal. This year 
Conltantius fentenced to death a great many perfons con- 
vi£ted of having confulted the magicians, and publifhed a 
law foi bidding, on pain of death, any one to have recourfe 
to the augurs, aufpices, or any other diviners whatfoever 
By another law, dated the fourth of December, he con- 
demned all magicians to be devoured by the wildbeafts. 


1 Ammian lib. xvi. p. 77, &c. Julian, Orat. iii. p. 24.0 m Cod. 
Tli c o (I □ f. lib. xvi. tit. io. leg. 6. p. 2 66. n Zof. lib, iii. p. 703. 
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Conflan- He now matle an excurfion to Rome, which he had Vie- 
tius takes v£r yet vifited, with the emprefs Eufebia, and his fitter He- 
‘to^Rme^ ^ ie w ^ e °f Julian. He entered the metropolis of the 

0 om ’ empire on the twenty-eighth of April, in a gilt chariot, 
adorned with an incredible number of precious (tones, at- 
tended by the fenate and the whole nobility, who came out 
TleafeA to meet him in their robes and richeft apparel. He was 
•with the wonderfully pleafed with the grandeur and magnificence of 
*andmag- pHce, the multitude of the people, and the loftmefs of 
nifieence of the buildings ; but chiefly admired the temple of Jupiter 
the city- Tarpeius, the public baths, the amphitheatre, Pompey’s 
theatre, and the fquare of Trajan. He is faid to have re- 
proached fame (or exceeding truth in other things, but 
coming fhort of it in what related to Rome. He harangued 
both the people and the fenate, the former from the rotlra, 
and the latter in the fenate-houfe. During his ftay at 
Rome, he was prefented with golden crowns of an extra- 
ordinary weight by feveral cities, and among the reft by 
the city of Conftantinople, which had appointed Themiftius 
to prefent it p but be falling fick, the difeourfe which he 
had computed for the occafion was font to the emperor, 
who was fo w r ell pleafed with it, that he ordered a ftatue 
to be erected in honour of the orator; which induced him 
to write a fecond difeourfe or panegyric The emperor, 
defiring to add fomething to the ornaments of the city, gave 
ordqrs for conveying an obelilk thither, which had been 
removed by his father Conftantine from ILeliopolis in Egypt 
with that defign, and had been carried as far as Alexan- 
dria. Cohftiwitius therefore commanded it to be brought 
to Rome, where it ^as with much difficulty erefted in the 
Circus Maximus about the beginning of the following year T . 
Conftantius would not enter the fenate-houfe till the an- 
cient altar of Vi&ory was removed, that he might not de- 
file his eyes, fays St. Ambrofe s , with the unhallowed fight 
of an altar confecrated to the infernal fpirits. 

He was charmed with the plcafures and diverfioas of 
Rome, fays Ammianus; but foon obliged to abandon them, 
upon intelligence that the Suevians had entered Rhaetia, 
the Quadians Valeria, and the Sarmatians Lower Panno- 
Jie returns nia, and Upper Moefia. He therefore left Rome on the 
to Milan - twenty-ninth of May, after he had refided there about a 
month ; and was at Milan, if no miftake has crept into the 
code, on the third of June, and likewife on the thirteenth 
of July 1 ; whence we may conclude, that the Barbarians re- 

p Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 71, Sic. s Themift. Oral. iv. p. 53— 57« 
t Baron. Ann. 357, s Ambrof, ReJ. Sym. p. 196. 1 Cod* 
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tired at his approach. While Conftantius was at Milan 
he received letters from Mufonianus, prefeft of the Eafl 
informing him, that Sapor king of Perfia was engaged, on 
the molt remote frontiers of his kingdom, in a dangerous 
war with the Chionitae, and other people ; that he had fuf- 
fcred great Ioffes, and confequeutly would, in all likelihood, 
hearken to a treaty of peace and amity with the Romans, 
which Mufonianus had taken care to propofe to Tamfapor, 
the Peril an general on the frontiers of Mefopotamia, who 
had written on that fubjcfl to his mafter. Thefe negotia- 
tions proved abortive, as will appear hereafter. However, 
the emperor fent for Urficinius, who was ftill in Gaul, in 
order to advife with him about the mod proper method of 
humbling the Perfians. In the mean time Conftantius, 
leaving Milan about the middle of July, went to Trent, and 
from thence into Illyricum, vilited the frontiers of the em- 
pire towards the Danube, and conferred with the chiefs of 
the Quadians, and other neighbouring nations, who allured 
him ot their friendfn p. Urficiuus found him at Sirmium, 
and was, after fcveral conferences, fent into the Ealt, with 
the character of general, and the fame power with which 
he had been veiled before his difgrace 

The emperor, refolved to terminate the dreadful devafta- 
tions committed in Gaul, ch icily by the Alemans, wrote to 
Julian, to march with all his furces againlt them; and at 
the fame time fent Barbatio, w ho had been created general 
of foot in the room of .Sylvanus, out of Italy, with a body 
of twenty- five or thirty-thoufand men, in order to furprife 
and inclofe the enemy between the two armies. Barbatio 
was, in general, cilccmcd a good officer w ; but all his bra- 
very confifled, according to Ainmianus, only in words. 
He had betrayed Gallus, under w hom he ferved, and lludied 
how to check the progrefs of Julian ; who no fooner heard 
or his arrival at Dalle, than he took the field, with only 
thirteen rhouland men : but the Leri, a German nation, 
palling between the two armies, advanced as far as Lyons, 
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with an intent to pillage that wealthy city. As they met 
with a warmer reception from the inhabitants than they 
expected, they gave over all thoughts of invefling the place, 
■'ami contented themfelves wdth ravaging the furrounding 
c oun try. Julian, upon the firit notice of what had hap- 
pened, detached ftrong parties to fecure the paffes, through 
which he knew they mult return; by this difpofition they 
were all cut off, except Uiofe who marched near the camp 
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ofBarbatio, who, faj from oppofing their retreat, com^ 
plained to Conftantius of fome officers for attempting that 
meafure, who thereupon ordered them to be cafhiered. 
One of thefe was Valentinian, afterwards emperor. The 
other Barbarians either fortified themfelves in the countries 
which they had feized, blocking up all the avenues with 
large trees, or took fhelter in the iflands formed by the 
Rhine. 

Julian refolved firfl to attack the latter, and with this 
view fent to demand fome boats of Barbatio, who, in- 
Head of complying with his juft requeft, immediately 
burnt all his veftels, as he did on another occafion the pro- 
vifions which had been fent for both armies, after he had 
plentifully fupplied his own. It is uncertain whether he 
behaved thus out of refentment to Julian, or in compliance 
with private inftrudtions from the emperor x . Be that as 
it may, Julian, not in the leaft difheartened by the unac- 
countable conduct ofBarbatio, perfuaded fome of the nioft 
refolute foldiers to wade over to one of the iflands, where 
they killed all the Germans who had taken file Iter there 
and feizing their boats, purfued the daughter in fever.il 
other iflands, till the enemy, abandoning them -all, retired 
with their wives, and what booty they could carry off, to 
their refpeftive countries y . After this exploit, he under- 
took the rebuilding of the Tres-tabcrirjc, a fort near Straf- 
bourg in Alface, now known by the name of tavern e, 
which the enemy had demolifhed. In being iituated fo as 
to curb the nations beyond the R.hine, and prevent their ir- 
ruptions into Gaul, Julian not only repaired the ancient 
fortifications, but added new works to them, furniihcd the 
place with provifions for a whole year, ami left a numerous 
garrifon, to keep the neighbouring coumry in awe z . While 
Julian was engaged in this work, Barbatio was employed in 
laying a bridge of boats over the Rhine : but the enemy 
threw a great number of large trees into the river, which, 
being carried by the ftream againfi the boats, funk feveral 
of them, and feparated the reft. Baibatio feeing his woik 
ruined, was obliged to retire ■, but the enemy attacking him 
in his retreat, killed a great number of his troops, took mod 
of his baggage, laid wafte the neighbouring country, and 
returned in triumph, loaded with booty. Barbatio, putting 
his army into winter-quarters, as if the campaign had been 
over, though it was then but harveft-time, returned to 
court, to endeavour to ruin Julian with his calumnies and 
ill offices. 


* Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 73, 74. 
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The Barbarians, eluted with this fuccefs, affembled in 
great numbers, under the banners of Chnodomanus, a 
prince of great reputation among them, and of fix other 
kings, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Strafbourg. 

Being informed by a deferter, that Julian had only thirteen 
thoufand men, Chnodomaiius lent a haughty and menacing 
meflage, commanding him to abandon the country which 
the Germans bad conquered by their courage and valour. 

Libanius adds, that the meflunger produced letters from 
Con ft an tius, promifing to relinquifh to them what coun- 
tries or cities they fliould feize in Gaul a . By fuch pro- 
mifes Conftantius is fuppofed to have incenfcd them againft 
the tyrant Magnentius. But Julian detained the nieflen- 
ger as a fpy, and purfued the works he had begun at Sa- 
verne, till he received intelligence that the enemy were 
advanced within twenty miles of the camp. Then, leav- Julian 
ing Saverne, he marched diredly againft them. About marches 
half-way he halted to left his men, and put oft* the battle 
rill next day; but both officers and foldicrs demanding to rm ' 
he led without delay againft the enemy, he purfued his 
march, and found the Germans, who had been informed 
of hi; approach, ready to receive him. They were thirty- 
jive thnufand ftrong, headed by feveii kings, ten princes, 
and many lords of great diitiuttion. 

Both armies engaged with great refolutiou and intrepi- Yi. of FI. 
d, ty, and the viftory continued long doubtful. The Ro- aSt-7. 
man cavalry even gave way, nor could Julian, with all his 357- 

eloquence, prevail upon them to rally, and returji to the 

chaige: hut the vigorous rdiltanie made by the foot lo dif- T/ , e baulg 
heartened the enemy, that, after having attempted leveral of Argm- 
times in vain to break them, they began to abate much of ioratum , 
their impetuofity ; a circumftancc which the Romans per- 
ctiving, they made a lalt effort; and charging the Barba- 
ri.iiis, already exhaufteil, put them to flight, and purfued 
them with great (laughter. Great numbers plunged into iire}y 
the Rhine, which was in their rear, and were drowned. feated t 
Chnodomarius himlelf was taken in a wood, and prefented 
to f Lilian in fight of the whole army, who thereupon fa- 
inted him with the title of Augultus; which he rejected, 
telling his foldicrs, that the glmy of the adion was chiefly 
owing to Con If ant ius, under whofe aulpiccs they had 
fought b . He loft in the battle only four tribunes, and two 
hundred and forty-three private men. Of the Germans fix 


a Rihan. Orat. xii. p. 269, 
Ahicn. p. 51 z. 


Ammian. p. S4, 85. Julian, ad 

M 4 or 



1 63 


Tbt Conjlaniinopolitan Hiftory f 

cr eight thoufand men were killed in the field, befides a 
great number who were loft in the river c (C). 

Julian afcribed the whole glory of this memorable victory 
to Conftantius, and immediately fent his royal captive 
Chnodomarius to him, whom he had treated with great re- 
fpeftj confidering him as an inftance of the inftability of all 
human grandeur. Conftantius permitted him to refide at 
Rome, where he foon after died a natural death. This 
Victory was greatly leflened by the fycophants at court, and 
all the other actions of Julian were turned into ridicule ; 
which, however, was lefs prejudicial to him, than if they 
had magnified bis exploits to a fufpicious, weak, and ti- 
morous prince. 

Confl atitius Conftantius was not afhamed to arrogate the fame of rhis 
important action to himfelf, as appears from an editt 
-‘hile n l‘ary which was publifhed about this time, wherein he fpeaks as 
of this* at' if he had fought at the head of his army, without even men- 
ttoij. tinning the name of Julian. Aurelius Viftor, who wrote 

about the latter end of his reign, fpeaks in the fame ftrain d \ 
and Themiitius, in magnifying his viftories over the Ger- 
mans, and the valour with which he delivered Gaul fiom 
their inroads, and reftrained them within their ancient li- 
mits, quotes the letters which the emperor himfelf had dif- 
patched to the ferrate of Conftantinoplc c . Julian’s firft 
care, after the battle, was to caufe all the dead to be bmied, 
without diftinftion of friend or enemy. Having performed 
this pious office, he returned to Saverne, to finifh the works 
begun there \ and then advanced with his army to Mayence, 
where he built a bridge over the river, and entered Ger- 
many, having with difficulty prevailed upon his troops to 
follow him. The Germans, alarmed at the boldnefs of the 
young general, fued for peace, at the fame time threatening 
him and his army with immediate deftruiflion, if they did 
not retire ; but Julian, defpifng their menaces, continued 

c Ammian. p. 84, 85. * Aur. Vift, p. 528. e Themift, 

Orat, p. 57- 

(C) The battle nf Strafbourg js at lead: certain, that the Bar- 
is famous in hiftory. Julian barians were entirely driven out 
himfelf flylcs it a fuccefsful of Gaul. This memorable bat- 
aftion, which reflored Gaul to tie was fought in the plains 
its ancient liberty (1). Ma- near Strafbourg, when the com 
niertinus fays, that, by this was ripe, and the moon in the 
tingle battle, the war was ended, laft quarter (3). 
and Germany ruined (2). It 

(1) Ammian. lib. xx, p. 160, (z) Panegyr. xi. p, 223. 

(3) Aminian. lib. xvi. p. 78. 

ravaging 
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ravaging their country till after the equinox; and then the 
fnow preventing him from advancing farther, he began to 
repair the fort of Trajan, which is fyippofed to be the cattle 
of Cromburgh, about three or four leagues from Fmncfort . 

This undertaking intimidated the enemy to fuch a degree, 
that they again fent deputies to implore peace, which they 
could not obtain upon any terms ; but a truce was granted 
for ten months, upon their promifing to fupply with pro- 
vifions that very fort which was intended to overawe them f . 

Having thus humbled the Germans, he returned to Gaul 
with a great number of captives ; but being informed on 
his march, that fome Franks, having ravaged the country 
about Rheims during his abfence, had fecured themfelves Julian 
in two cattles on the Meufe, he marched againtt them, and obliges 
compelled them to furrender, after they had defended f ome 
themfelves with great bravery fifty-four days. The prifoners Franks to 
were all fent to the emperor, who incorporated them among and fends* 
his troops. Julian, having thus finiflied this long and glorious them to the 
campaign, put his troops into winter-quarters, and took up emperor. 
his own in Paris, which wc find about this time firft men- 
tioned in hittory. It was then only a cattle fituated on the 
ifland formed by the Seyne, which is now but a very fmall 
part of that great metropolis s. This year the emperor ena£U- Some laws 
cd a law, dated the third of July, commanding the effects of of Conjlan- 
thofc to be confifcatcd, who fliould renounce the Chriftian tluSm 
to embrace the Jewilh religion ; by another he obliges all 
fenators to refide atPtomc, or in the neighbourhood, many 
of them having retired from that metropolis, and fettled in 
Acnaia, Macedon, and the other provinces of Illyricum, on 
account of the great expences attending that dignity at 
Rome. By a third, addretteil to Felix bifliop of Rome, he 
exempts all merchandizing e c cl efia flics, their wives, chil- 
dren, and domeftics, from every impofition, whether or- 
dinary or extraordinary, ordering the profits they made to 
be applied to the relief of the poor. 

The next confuls were Cerealis, uncle to Gallus C<efar on 
the mother's fide, and Datianus, who, though of a mean de- 
feent, bore the title of comes in 349, and was afterwards 
raifed to the rank of patrician h . We have obferved already, 
that the Perfian general Tamfapor had been perfuaded by 
Mufonianus, prefett of the Fait, to write to his matter 
about renewing the ancient treaties with the Romans ; but 
as Sapor had not only concluded a peace with the ChionitLE, 
but entered into an alliance with them, before he received 

f Ammian. p. 38. Liban. Orat.xii, p, 177, B Ammian. 

p. 240. in fob h Philoftorg, lib, viii. c. 8. p. 113. Cod.Thcod. 

HE. 4 < P* 8. 
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Tamfapor’s letters, in anfwer to the propofals tranfmilted 
Embaffies b y that general, he wrote a haughty epiftle to Condantiu^ 
from Sapor whieh he fent by Narfes, with prefen ts for the emperor. 
to Conjian- The contents of the letter were, that he might lawfully in- 
from'c’on ^ l, P on the emperor’s ceding all the countries beyond the 
fianti uj to river Strymon in Macedon ; but I elf his demands fhould 
Sapor. feem unreafonable, he would be fatisfied with Armenia and 
Mefopotamia, which, with the uhnoft injultice, had been 
wrefted from his grandfather Narfes. He added, that, un- 
lefs they were neltored, he was determined to do himfelf 
juftice by force of arms. In this letter Sapor Ityled himfelf 
King of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and Moon. Narfes, 
who was charged to deliver it to the emperor, arrived at 
Antioch about the end of the preceding year. After having 
remained fome time there, he purfued his journey to Con- 
ftantinople, which he entered with great pomp on the twen- 
ty-third of February of the year 3 ^8. From Conftantinople 
he proceeded to Sirmium, where the emperor then redded ; 
ami, in a public audience, prefented Sapor’s letter, en- 
clofed in white filk. Conlfantius, without entering into any 
negotiation, wrote hack to Sapor, that as he had main- 
tained the Roman dominions in their full extent while he 
was poflefled only of the Fall, lie could not fuller them to 
be curtailed now that he was mailer of the whole empire. 
He added, that lie was ready and defirous to conclude a 
peace with the lYrfian monarch upon honourable terms. 
"With this letter he difmifled Narfes; hut a few days after 
fenr a folemn embafly into For fra, with prefents for the 
king, being defirous, at lead, to poftpone the war till lie 
had fccured the northern provinces a gain (1 the incurlions 
of the Barbarians, that he might employ all the forces of 
the empire againft fo powerful and formidable an enemy, 
The Homan ambafladors found Sapor at Ctefiphon ; but 
not being able to prevail upon him to abate of his demands, 
they returned about the twenty-fourth of Auguft. Count 
Luciliarius, and Procopius, who ufurped the fovereignty in 
the reign of Valens, were deputed to the Perfian court foon 
after, to amufe that warlike prince with new propofals; 
hut he, inftead of attending to them, kept the ambafladors 
fome time under clofe confinement, threatening to punifh 
them as fpies ; though in the end he difmifled them unhurt l . 

'he Vuadi While the emperor redded at Sirmium, the Qiiadi and 
mi Sar - Sarmaiians broke into Pannonia and Mcefia ; and the Ju- 
latians thungcs, a German nation, invaded Rhrctia. The latter 


The Vuadi 
fjmi Sar - 


by (Ion- 
Ji a till us. 


i Amminn. lib. xvi, p. G%. & lib. xvii. p. 54. Theipift. Orat. iy, 
p. 57. Zonar, p. 17, Petr Legat. p. 28. 


were 



Tbe ConJlantimpoliUm Hijlory. 

were defeated and driven back by Barbatio ; but tbe empe- 
ror marched in perfon again ft the former foon after the 
vernaJ equinox ; and having croffed the Danube on a bridge 
of boats, ravaged the territories of the Sannatians, who 
thereupon came in great numbers, with the Quadi, pretend- 
ing to fue for peace ; but their real defign was to furprife 
the Romans, who, fufpefting it, fell upon them fword in 
hand, and flaughtered them all to a man. This maffacre 
obliged the reft: to fue for peace ; 'which they obtaihed, upon 
their releafing the prifoners they had taken, and delivering 
up hoftages k . The emperor then marched againft the Li- 
migantes, thofe flaves, who, in 334 had driven the Sar- 
matians out of their country, and leized it for themfelves. 

They too had made frequent inroads into the Roman terri- 
tories ; but upon the approach of the army, came in pro- 
digious numbers to meet the emperor, pretending to fub- 
mit ; but prepared to attack him unexpectedly, if an op- 
portunity fhould offer. The emperor, obferving their fu- 
rious looks, and diftrufting them, afeended his tribunal, 
attended by the chief officers of the army, and his guards, 
in order to acquaint them with his plcafure. While he 
was addrefling them, his troops, purfuant to private orders, 
infenfibly furrounded them. When the emperor had done 
fpeaking, the Limigantcs, diffatisfied with the conditions 
he had offered, laid their hands on their fwords ; which 
being obferved by the Romans, who watched all their mo- 
tions, they began the daughter. The Limigantes, finding 
it impolfible to cfcape, made with great fury towards the 
tribunal ; but were rcpulfed by tbe guards forming them- 
felves into the fliape of a wedge, and all killed, not one of 
them deigning to a Ik quarter. After this execution, the 77/* Lt?ni - 
Romans entering their country on one fide, and the Sar- gantes 
matians, their ancient matters, with the Taifales, on the i f f r ™ enout ti 
other, and dettroying all with fire and fword, they were -J /g l ™ u ' u “t r y 
obliged to comply with the only condition the emperor of- reflored t<i 
fered them- which w~as, to abandon their country, and re- the Sar m «- 
move to a more diflan t place, that they might not be again ^at- 
tempted to infett the empire. Conflantius rettored the 
country to the Sarmatians, its ancient owners, twenty- 
four years after they had been expelled ; appointed one of 
their nation, named Zizais, to rule over them with the 
title of king ; and declared them a free people J . For thefe 
exploits the army faluted Conttantius with the furname of 
Sarmaticus, who foon after returned to Sirmium, which he 
entered in triumph, and put his troops into winter-quarters. 


* Amroian. lib, xvii. p. 103,104. 


1 Idem lib. xvii- p. id6 — j js. 
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In the mean time Julian, having employed the firft 
months of this year at Paris, in regulating the taxes paid by 
the province, fo as to find the neccflary fupplics, without 
laying any frefh burdens on the people, already quite drain- 
ed and exhaufted, took the field as foon as the feafon was 
lit for a&ion, with a defign to conquer the Franks, before 
the truce which he had granted to the Alemans was expir- 
ed. The Franks were at this time divided into feveral 
tribes ; but the moft powerful among them was that of the 
Salii, who, being driven by the Saxons, according to Zofi- 
mus from the lands they poffefled in Germany, had 
fettled in Batavia, that is, in the iflands formed by the fe.- 
veral branches of the Rhine, and in Toxandria, which 
country began, according to the beft modern geographers, 
about a league from Maeftricht, and extended about twenty 
leagues along the Meufe, where Hand at prefent the cities 
of Boifleduc, Breda, and Antwerp n . Julian marched firft 
againft tliefe Franks, and was already arrived at Tongres, 
when he met their deputies on their journey to Paris, 
where they fuppofed they fhould find him. They had been 
fent to intreat he would fuffer them to remain as friends in 
the country which they poffefled. Julian, upon feme dif- 
ficulties which he darted, ordered them back for more par- 
ticular inftru£tions. They imagined, that he defigned to 
wait their return at Tongres; but they were no foonLrgone, 
than he purfued them. Having entered their country, and 
obliged them to fubmit, he allotted them lands in Gaul, 
and incorporated great numbers of them into his cavalry 0 . 
He then marched againft the Chamavi, another nation of 
Franks, who had fettled in Gaul ; and having defeated 
them in battle, obliged them to retire beyond the Rhine ; 
on which he granted them peace upon fuch terms as he 
thought fit to preferibe. Having reduced the Salii and Cha- 
inavi, he rebuilt three forts on the Meufe, which the Bar- 
barians had deftroyed ; but waiting provifions in a country 
fo often ravaged by the enemy, to fupply his army, and to 
maintain the many captives whom he had obliged the ene- 
my to relcafe, he ordered fix or eight hundred veffels to be 
built in Britain, for conveying corn from thence into Gaul. 

Julian continued in the country of the Chamavi, till the 
truce with the Alemans was expired ; and then laying a 
bridge of boats over the Rhine, he entered their country, 
which he wafted with fire and fvvord. Two of their kings, 
Suomarius and Iiortarius, came in perfon, and obtained a 

m Zof, lih. iii- p. 707. n Notit. Gall- p, 558. Q Julian, ad 

Athcn. p. 514- 
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peace, upon their promifing to fet at liberty all the captives 
they had taken, to fupply a certain quantity of corn when 
required, and to furnilh wood, iron, and carriages, for re- 
pairing the cities which they had ruined. The priioners, 
whom he refeued out of the hands of the Barbarians during 
this campaign, amounted to twenty thoufandP (D). This year 
the emperor enabled a law, dated the thirteenth of July, ad- A law a - 
diefled to Taurus, prefect of Italy, declaring all magicians, & ain fi ma “ 
aftrologers, augurs, nrufpices, and pretenders to the art of 
divination, enemies to mankind ; and fuch as fhould be & Cw 
found in the prince’s court, guilty of treafon *i. Authors 
think, that, by this law, the emperor meant to drive thefe 
impofiors from the court of Julian, who was fufpected of 
privately favouring them, and giving credit to their pre- 
dictions r . 

In the year 359, the two brothers Eufebius and Hypa- 
tias were confuls, being raifed to that dignity by the c;n- 
prefs Eufebia their filler s . Julian was engaged in G.rr!, 
in ercdling magazines, in viliting the cities which h. d frf- 
fered molt by the inroads of the Barbarians, and giving 
proper orders for rebuilding their walls, and repairing their 
fortifications. He afterwards adembled all his forces at 
IVlentz, and palling the Rhine on a bridge of boats, entered 
Germany, and advanced as far as a place called Pallas, 
where the territories of the Alemans and Burgundians 
ended, pillaging and laying walte their country to a conii- 
derable extent. There he was met by feveral kings, who Julian 
made their fubmiflion, and were indulged with peace, upon obliges fe- 
their promifing to give up all the prifoners they had taken, vei'al Ger- 
und to furnifti a certain quantity of corn when required. ™ an n . a \ 
lhen Julian left Germany, and, as the ieaion was already for peace. 
far advanced, he indulged his troops in winter-quarters, 
and retired himfelf to Paris. 

To return to Conftantius : that prince, having inter- 
cepted a letter to Barbatio from his wife Afiyria, giving 

r Julian, ibid. Ainmian. p. 102. Liban. Orat, xii. p. 28U. Zof. 
p. 70. q Cod. Theod. lib. ix. tit. 16. leg, 6. p. 124, 125. *■ Vide 
Baron, ad Ann. 358. s Ammian, lib. xviii- p. 113. 

(D) On the twenty-fourth of fifty cities, and totally ruined 
Auguft, of this year, about fix that of Nicomedia, where it 
in the morning, a molt dread- wa3 fo fudden and violent, that 
fill earthquake was felt in Alia, all the houfes were overturned 
Potitus, and Macedon, which at once, and all the inhabitants 
greatly damaged a hundred and buried in the ruins (1). 


(1) Ammian. p. 97, 


him 
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Yr. of FI him hopes of being raifed one clay to the fovereignty, or- 
zSo 9* dered them both to be executed. Many innocent perfons 
V C y 59 *' were involved in their ruin, and put to death, as privy to 
IT ^ 7 ’ their defigns. A tribune, named Valentine, was feveral 
Barbatio times racked in a moft inhuman manner; but, as he con- 
andfeue - ftantly denied the charge, the emperor, convinced of his 
r al others innocence, to make him fome amends, gave him the com- 
executed. n iand of the troops in Illyricum r . Before the end of the 

Tfa winter, the emperor received intelligence, that the Limi- 

treachery gantes, quitting the country in which they had been fettled 
of the Li- the preceding year, were advancing towards the borders of 
mtgantes . the em pj re . In confequence of this advice, leaving L Sir- 
mium early in the fpring, he flattened to the banks of the 
Danube, to prevent them from crofling that river, and in- 
vading Pannonia. Upon his arrival he difpatched deputies 
to inquire what had induced them to abandon the country 
which had been allotted them. The Limigantes anfwered, 
in appearance, with the grcatefl fubmiflion, that they were 
willing to live as true fubjefts of the empire, in what part 
foever the emperor fhould think fit to place them ; but that 
the country which they had abandoned, was altogether un- 
inhabitable, as they were ready to demonftrate, if the em- 
peror would allow them to crofs the river, and lay their 
complaints before him. Conftantius, pleafed with the pro- 
pofal, granted their requeft, and received them in the neigh- 
bourhood of Acumincum, the prefent town of Kamanez on 
the Danube, near Peterwaradin, in the territory of Sir- 
mium. But while he was afeending his tribunal, they 
fuddenly attacked his guards fword in hand, and would 
have killed the emperor himfelf, had he not with difficulty 
faved himfelf by flight. Several of his guards were (lain ; 
but in the mean time the reft of the troops, taking the 
They are alarm, flew to arms, furrounded the Limigantes, and de- 

eut off. ftroyed them to a man. Conftantius now returned to Sir- 

mium, where he was on the twenty-fecond of May, this 
year, the eve of Pentecofl ; but foon after departed from 
thence for Conflantinople ; for he was on the eighteenth of 
June at Singidiuium in McEfia u . He pafled the remaining 
part of this year at Conftantinople, ready to march, upon 
the firft advice, againft the Perfians. 

From hence, he difpatched into the Eaft the fecretary 
Paulus Catena, infamous for his cruelty, to profecute fe- 
veral perfons accufed of having confulted the oracle of an 
idol named Befa in the city of Abydus, on the moft diftant 
borders of Egypt. Modeltus, then count of the Eaft, and. 

* 

£ Ammian, lib xviii. p. uS. u Cod, Thcod. Chronol. p, 59. 

afterwards 
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afterwards prefeft, was appointed to judge the criminals, 

Ii crmogenes, who had fucceeded Mufonianus in the olfice 
of prefect, being deemed unfit for that commiflion, on ac- 
count of his mild and co-mpaflionate temper. Modettus 
eftabliflied his tribunal at Scythopolis in Pahcftinc, whither 
pe? Tons uf boih fexes, and of every rank and condition, were Several 
daily dragged in crouds from all parts, and either confined perfons un- 
to dungeons, or torn to pieces in a molt cruel and barba- 
rous manner on the rack, or publicly executed. Ammianus 
gives us a molt frightful idea of this horrid inquifition ■, but 
at the fam^ time owns, tlvat feveral pcrlons were cleared, and 
others pumfhed w ith far lefs feverity than was expected w . 

Parnafus, who had been governor of Egypt, was condemn - 
cd to lole his bead, for having confulted an aftrologer, by 
means of Arittophancs ; but Modellus foftened the rigour 
of that lentence, and only lent him into bainlhment. Sim- 
plicius the ion of Philippus, who had been prefeft, and 
cunful in 34S, w^as only exiled from bis own country; nor 
would Modettus fuller him to be racked, though he had 
received pofitive orders from the emperor. Arilfoplmms 
was, by order of Paul us, whom he had provoked by his 
freedom of fpeech, beaten with balls of lead fattened to 
cords, till he was ready to expire ; wdien Modettus, in 
eompaflion, ordered the executioner to forbear, and lent 
Ariftophanes into banifliment. Demetrius, furnamed Cy- 
thras, a philofopber advanced in years, being conviftcd of 
having facrificed to idols, was tortured with great cruelty 
foi many hours; but afterwards fuffered by Modettus to 
return to Alexandria bis native city. Parnafus, and the 
rclf, excepting Ariftophanes, were recalled in the fequel, 
and pardoned*. 

Mean wdiile Sapor king of Perfia was encouraged to be- The Per - 
gin hoftilities by an officer of Conftuntius, named Antoni- fians begin 
nus, who, finding his affairs ruined at home, had fled to hojhhiies. 
the court of Perfia, hoping to make his fortune, and 
brought with him an exafr account of the ftate of the em- 
pire, and all its forces. At the fame time Eufebius the 
eunuch, who had been long contriving the ruin of Urfici- 
nus, as the only perfon who was independent of him, and 
fcorned his fupport, perfuaded the emperor to remove him 
from the command of the troops in the Eaft, and to appoint 
in his dead Sabinianus, a decrepit old man, poflelled of 
immenfe wealth, but altogether unfit for that employment. 

This change was no fooner known at the Perfian court, 
than Antoninus, w^ell acquainted w r ith the charafler of Sa- 

r Aminian. lib, xx. p. 150, iji. * Idem, p. 152. 

binianus; 
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binianus, preiTed Sapor to begin the war immediately, aa- 
vifing him to march to the Euphrates, without lofing time 
in befieging towns, to crofs that river, and enter Syria, 
which he might eafily reduce. The Perfian, approving the 
fcheme, began to afiemble his troops from all quarters, in 
order to put it in execution. This conduft alarmed Con- 
ftantius, who immediately ordered Urficinus to march into 
Syria, with the charadfer of general of foot, in the room 
of Barbatio lately beheaded ; but without any authority or 
even troops under his command. This too was a malicious 
contrivance of Eufcbius, and the other eunuchs, that, if the 
mighty defigns of the Perfians were defeated, Sabinianus 
might reap all the honour ■, but if they were attended with 
fuccefs, Urficinus might be involved in difgrace. 

That brave commander had no fooner reached Syria, than 
he was informed, that the enemy's vanguard had already 
palfed the Tigris. Upon this intelligence he haftened into 
Mefopotamia, to give the neeeflary orders, in cafe the ene- 
my fhould attack the city of Nilibis. From Nifibis he flew 
to Anaida, another city in the fame country ; and though 
he travelled in the night-time, he narrowly efcaped falling 
into the enemy’s hands, whofe parties were fpread all over 
the country. From Amida he lent Ammianus Marccllinus, 
the hiftorian, to reconnoitre the enemy, who, upon his re- 
turn, informed him, that they feemed at leaf! a hundred 
thoufand ftrong; that they had already palled Nineve, la 
the province of Adiabene, and were arrived at the bridge 
of the Anzabes, a river in Affyria. Urficinus immediately 
difpatched orders to Caffianus, duke ol Mefopotamia, and 
to Euphronius, governor of the province, to order the in- 
habitants to withdraw with their efledts into places of fafe- 
ty ; to abandon Charrhx, which was an open city ; and to 
fet fire to the forage, and likewife to the corn, though al- 
ready ripe, that the enemy might find no fubfiftence, either 
for themfelves or their horfes, between the Tigris and the 
Euphrates. At the fame time he fortified the banks of the 
Euphrates with forts and palifades, lupplying the former 
with warlike engines of every kind. Thefe wife precau- 
tions having obliged Sapor to abandon his defign of march- 
ing to the Euphrates, he turned to the left, and took his 
route, purfuant to the advice of Antoninus, by the foot of 
the mountains which part Mefopotamia from Armenia, 
not doubting that he Ihould find plenty of forage, and the 
Euphrates fordable nearer its head. Urficinus, apprifed of 
his defign, immediately left Amida, to give the neeeflary 
orders on that fide likewife ; but being furrounded by one 
of the enemy’s parties, he narrowly efcaped falling into 

their 
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their hands. Ammianus Marcellinus, the hiftorian, was 
puriued to Amida ; which place was inverted a few days 
after by Sapor’s whole army, in which feveral princes of 
different nations ferved, and among the relt the king of 
Albania, and Grumbates, king of the Chionitsc, a prince 
renowned for his valour and conquefts. The Perfian took Saportakes 
poffeffion, on his march to Amida, of two Rom an forts, two Ro- 
Keman and Bulan, the foldieis who garrifoned them open- man Jorts. 
ing the gates upon the firft fummons, though they were 
both places of great Itrength, and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country had retired to them with all their ef- 
fects. In both fons Sapor found fome virgins, confecrated, 
to ufe the expreffion of Ammianus, to the worfhip of God, 
according to the difcipline of the ChriRians ; and was fo 
far from oifcring them any injury, that on the contrary- 
lie enjoined his loldiers not to interrupt or dirturb them 
in theij ufual exercifes of piety, hoping, by that gentle 
treatment, to remove the prejudice which his former cru- 
elties had produced in the minds of the neighbouring peo- 
ple y. 

He appeared before Amida, not with a defign to beliege 
the place, but only to found the difpofition of the garri- 
foil ; and, in cafe they refufed to fubmit, to purfue his 
march into Syria, agreeable to the plan fuggefted by An- 
toninus. But the Romans having ilifeharged, as he ap- 
proached the walls to lhcw himfelf in all his pomp and 
majefty, a lhower of darts, arrows, and javelins, one of 
which pierced his royal robes, and another laid the Ion of 
Grumbates, a youth of great expectation, dead at his fa- 
th er’s feet, he was lo tranfported with rage, that laying 
afide his former fclieme, he refolved to revenge the affront 
offered to himfelf, and the death of the young prince, with i a y t 
the defiruftion of the city, and a general maffacre of all fie%e to 
its inhabitants. Never was place affaulted with more fury, Amida t 
nor defended with more vigour, refolution, and intrepidity ; 
but at length mod of the garrifon being killed, and thofe 
who furvived exhaufted with labour and watching, the walls 
being in feveral places level with the ground, and the ditches 
filled up with dead bodies, the Perfians made a furious af- 
fault, and entered the town fword in hand, after having a j_ 

lain feventy-five days before it, and loft, during that time, ter a long 
more than thirty thoufand men. The city was ral'etl, the and vigo- 
chief officers were crucified, and the reft, with the foldiers rous 
and inhabitants, either put to the fword, or carried into 
captivity, except our hiftorian, and two or three more, ra fed , , 

y Amnjian. lib, xviii. p, 124—132. 
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who, in the dead of the night, efcaped through a pottem 
not obferved by the enemy. Sapor,, finding the fummer 
already far fpent, and his army greatly fatigued, returned 
to his dominions, having but little to boafl: of in this expe- 
dition, which coif him the lives of fo many men, and pre- 
vented him from ptirfuing the grand defigns fuggeltcd by 
Antoninus Sabinianus was bufied during the whole 
time of the fiege, in exercifing his men near Edeffa. Ur- 
ficinus was continually prefiing him to take the field, and 
harrafs the enemy, by cutting off their parties, and inter- 
cepting their convoys i but Sabinianus returned no other 
anfwer than that his inftru&ions were not to expofe the 
army to unneceflary danger. He is fuppofed to have had 
private inltruftions from Lufebius, the favourite eunuch, 
his patron, to give Urficinus no opportunity of performing 
any thing that might redound to his honour 3 . Thus was 
that great officer obliged to continue inactive, and fee, with 
the utmoft regret, one of the ftrongefl cities in the Eafl 
reduced, audio many brave men fall unrevenged. Am- 
mianus, after his efcape from Amida, found him at Mile- 
tene, in the Letter Armenia, on bis way to Antioch, whi- 
ther lie followed him foon after. 

From Antioch Urficinus repaired to court, where he was, 
to his great furprize, charged with the lufs of Amida, and 
all the misfortunes of that unhappy campaign. Arbttio 
and Florentius, two creatures of Lufebius, were appointed 
by the emperor to enquire into his conduft, and examine 
by whofe negleft Amida wjs lofL Thefe two judges, how- 
ever partial and corrupt, could not condemn Urficinus \ 
but on the other hand not caring, through fear of offend- 
ing Eufebius, to expofe Sabinianus, ended their enquiries, 
without clearing the former, or condemning the latter. 
Urficinus, highly provoked at fuch proceedings, appealed 
to the emperor, who he laid would not fail to punitti, with 
due feverity, the authors, whoever they were, of the late 
mifearriages. In the tranfport of his paflion, he let drop 
the following unguarded expreffion, viz. 11 That the em- 
peror himfelf, though he marched into Mefopotamia the 
next fpring at the head of his army, would not be able to 
protect that country, fo long as he was thus governed by 
eunuchs.” This reflexion being carried immediately to 
the emperor, with malicious aggravations, Conftantius, 
without further enquiry, ordered that brave and loyal offi- 
cer to retire to his native country, after having divefled 

z Amrnian, p. xviii. lib. 144—146. ■ Idem, lib. xviii, 

p. 117. & lib. xix. p. 
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him of his employment, and given it to Agilo, a Germah, 
who, in 354, had been tribunus Itabuli, or mailer of the 
horle. Thus was this weak and deluded prince induced to 
deprive himfelf, and the empire, at fo critical a conjunc- 
ture, of the (kill, counfels, and experience of the belt of- 
ficer of the age, to gratify the avarice, ambition, and revenge 
of a wicked courtier, facrificing to his private views the 
public intereft, and the welfare and glory both of his 
prince and country. 

In the courfe of the following year, Conllantius being The Per* 
conful the tenth time, and J Lilian the third, Sapor, enter- 
ing Mefopotamia early in the fpring, took Singara, a town iem J VC J 
of confiderable flrength, by aflault, and carried both the federal 
garrifon and inhabitants into captivity. Then leaving Ni- places in 
li bis, where great part of the Roman army lay encamped, Mefipota- 
on the left, he took his route towards Bezabde, called alfo ma 1 
Phoenicia, a flrong town on the Tigris. After feveral at- 
tacks, in which great numbers periihed on both Tides, the 
bilhop went out to exhort the king to withdraw, and 
put an end to fo deltrudtive a war; but Sapor, without re- 
turning an anfwer, purfued the fiege, made himfelf malber 
of the place, put molt of the inhabitants to the fword, and 
carried the reft, with the bilhop, and all his clergy, into 
flavcry. Some fufpeiEtcd the bilhop, Heliodorus b , of fe- 
cretly favouring the Perfians ; but Ammianus clears him 
of this charged Sapor did not demolilh Bezabde, but re- 
paired the fortifications, and leaving a garrifon in it, led 
his army againll'Virta, or Birtha, on the molt diftant bor- 
ders of Mefopotamia ; but not being able to reduce it, after 
feveral unfucccfsful attacks, he raifed the fiege, and retired 
to his own dominions, wiihout engaging in any other en- 
terprise. While Sapor thus, by degrees, reduced Mefo- 
potamia, Conltantius was Hill at Conltantinople, raifing 
new troops, and foliciting the Goths, and other Barbarians, 
to join him. At length he left that metropolis, when the 
fpring was far advanced, and fet out for Syria. Upon his 
arrival at Cwfarea in Cappadocia, he was met by deputies 
from Julian, who had been declared emperor at Paris. He 
was thunderilruck at the intelligence, and long in fufpertfe 
whether he fhould march againlt Julian or Sapor; but was 
at lall perfuaded to purfue his march into the Eaft. Leav- Conjlantias 
ing therefore Cappadocia, he advanced to Miletene in the marches 
Lefler Armenia, palled the Euphrates at Samofata in Syria, into Mffo m 
and arrived at Edefla in Mefopotamia, where he was oblig- t Qiama ' 
cd to wait the arrival of his troops and warlike engines, till 

b Mcnaa, y Apr. p. 76. c Ammian. lib. xx, p. 165. 
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after the autumnal equirfox, when he purfued his march 
to Amida, which he could not behold, buried in its ruins, 
without {bedding many tears. From Amida he continued 
his route to Bezabde, to retake that place ; but being in 
feveral afiaults repulfed by thePerfian garrifon, he refolved 
to reduce it by famine ; but the heavy rains, and fevere 
weather, obliged him to drop the tnterprize, and retire to 
Antioch, which he did not reach before the end of the year d . 

We (hall now return to Julian, whom we left the pre- 
ceding year in his quarters at Paris, where he was inform- 
ed, in the beginning of the winter, that the Pifts and Ca- 
ledonians, about this time fi rib diftinguifhed in hiftory by 
the name of Scoti or .Scots, had invaded the Roman pro- 
vince, and committed dreadful ravages. Upon this intel- 
ligence he detached his lieutenant Lupicinus, who had fuc- 
ceeded Severus in that poft, with fome troops into Britain. 
Lupicinus failed from Boulogne in the depth of winter, 
and in a few days reached London, where he landed his 
forces e . But we find no farther account of this expedition 
in hiltory : and indeed Lupicinus, though he was an officer 
of great bravery and experience, had not time to perform 
any remarkable exploits, being recalled foon after, as 
will foon appear. Mean while Conftantius, intent upon 
afiembling a powerful army for his intended expedi- 
tion againft the Perfians, fent Decentius, one of his fe- 
cretaries, into Gaul, to bring all the Batavians, and othcr 
auxiliaries, with three hundred men chofen out of each 
corps ferving under Julian. The emperor’s orders were 
not addrefled to Julian, to whom he only wrote, caution- 
ing him noc to oppofe them, but to his lieutenant Lupici- 
nus, and to Gcntinus, or, as others call him, Sintula, his 
tribunus ftabuli. Julian found himfelf reduced, by this 
order, to the unhappy dilemma, either of falling a facrifice 
to the refentment of the emperor, if he refufed to comply 
with it, or perifhing by the arms of the Barbarians if he 
obeyed it \ being well apprifed that, unmindful of their pro- 
mifes and Lreaties, they would be tempted to attack Gaul as 
foon as they faw that province deftitute of troops for its 
defence. 

In this dangerous fituation he refolved, without hefitat- 
ing a fingle moment, to obey, but at the fame time to re- 
nounce the dignity of Csefar, that he might not be charged 
with the lofs of Gaul. He thought himfelf however bound 
to acquaint Decentius, that the auxiliaries raifed in Gaul 
and Germany had entered into the fervice, on condition 

d Cod. Theod, p. * Ammian, lib, xx, p. 154, 
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of their not being obliged to pafs the Alps ; and that the 
violation of this article, always infifted Upon by the people 
beyond the Rhine, might prevent their lifting themfelves 
for the future. But Decentius, difregarding his juft re- 
monftrances, he fubmitted to the emperor’s will without 
reply. As Lupicinus, to whom the emperor’s orders were Julian 
addrefled, was abfent in Britain, Decentius himfelf felefted, com Pli*s 
the beft men of each corps, not excepting Julian’s own ^fieror's 
guards ; and Julian wrote to the refpeftive commanders, orStrs . 
enjoining them to quit their winter-quarters, and begin 
their march without delay. This order threw Gaul into 
the utmoft confufion'; nothing was heard but complaints, 
outcries, and lamentations, as if the Barbarians had already 
entered the province : feveral libels againft Conftantius, and 
in commendation of Julian, were privately handed about, 
and difperfed among the foldiery. To obviate their com- 
plaints, Julian ordered them to carry their families with 
them, fupplying them with carriages for that purpofe. 

When the troops were ready to depart, Julian advifed De- 
centius not to fuller them to approach Paris, where he ftill 
was in winter-quarters ; but Decentius, fearing they might 
mutiny if they left Gaul without feeing their general, con- 
d lifted them thither to take their leave of him, which prov- 
ed a very injudicious ftep. Julian received them in a mod 
obliging manner, and encouraged them chearfully to fub- 
mit to the emperor’s commands, who would not fail tore- 
ward their valour. But, on the other hand, the people 
conjured him not Xq abandon a country which they had de- 
fended with fo much glory i and the foldiers fhewed a 
ftiong inclination to comply with their requeft. 

Julian, afeending the tribunal, faid, that it was not law- Thefol- 
Tul for them to deliberate about a thing already decided by 
the emperor-, and upon that fubjeft made a long difcouife, \ €av§ him, 
which the foldiers heard with attention, and withdrew in 
filence. After this harangue Julian invited the chief 
officers to dinner, entertaining them with equal tendernefs 
and magnificence, and defiring them to inform him in 
what he could be ferviccable to them. The officers, greatly 
concerned to part with fo generous a commander, and to 
quit their country, returned in the utmoft aifliftion to their 
quarters 1 ". However, they continued quiet till about fun- 
fet, when the foldiers, roufed, according to Zofimus by 
libels difperfed privately among them by their officers, flew 
all at once to arms, furrounded the palace, and, with a 
tumultuous noife, proclaimed Julian emperor. Julian calls 

f Aramian. lib. XX. p. 163. Julian, ad Athen. p. 518, 519. e Zof. 
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all the gods to witnefs, that he had not the lea ft knowleg^ 
of the defign, nor the lead fufpicion of its being in agita- 
tion ; but was withdrawn with his wife, when he firft 
heard himfelf faluted emperor \ Libanius too allures 
us, that the projeft was not premeditated, but fudden*. 
Julian, fhewdng himfelf highly diflatisfied with the con- 
duct of the foldiery, ordered all the gates of the palace 
to be kept fhut ■, infomuch that the foldiers, eager to fee 
him, were obliged to wait till next morning. In the mean 
time he invoked his gods, intreating them to reveal their 
will by fome prodigy ; and they commanded him, as we 
are told, to comply with the defires of the army (W). As 
foon as day appeared, the forces, breaking down the gates 
of the palace, obliged Julian to ihew himfelf, and faluted 
him again with the title of Auguftus, which he continued 
to rejeft, reminding them of their duty, and promifing to 
prevail upon the emperor to countermand the orders which 
had given occafion to their complaints, mutiny, and revolt. 
But all was ineff’e&ual 5 for the foldiers, apprifed that 
Conftantius, notwithllanding all his promifes, would treat 
them as rebels, threatened Julian with inllaiit death if he 
perfifted any longer in declining the honour they intended 
to confer upon him. To thefe menaces he yielded, and 
was thereupon borne by the foldiers on fhiehls, and fliewn 
to the multitude, who, with loud acclamations, proclaimed 
him emperor, while an pfficer, named Maurus, placed 
upon his head his golden collar, enriched with precious 
ftones, inftead of a diadem. When this ceremony was 
over, Julian, to animate his foldiers, promifed them five 
pieces of gold and a pound weight of filver a man k . Then 
he fhut himfelf up in the palace, diipleafed and uneafy at 
what had happened ; a circumftance which gave occafion 
to the report of his having been murdered. This alarmed 
the foldiery, who immediately flew to the palace, where, 
to their great fatisfacTion, they found him, not only fafe, 
but clad in the imperial robes l . Libanius writes, that the 

h Julian. OraN xii, p. 284. iLiban. Orat.x. p. 241. k Anr- 
jnian. p. 160. Liban. Orat. v. p 179. Zof. p, 711. Zonar. p. 18. 
* Julian, p. 51*. 

(W) Ammianus writes, that pire, as it was painted in thofc 
Julian told his friends in confi- days, and difappeared, after 
dence, that a fpeftre appeared having uttered thefe words, U I 
to him that very night, repre- am come to flay with you, but 
fencing the genius of the Bin- only for a Ihort ti^le(IJ. ,, 

( 1 ) Arnmian, p. i6z. 
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*eunuch, his chamberlain, had been bribed to murder him ; 
and Julian himfelf declares, that money had been diflribut- 
ed among the troops to corrupt them. However that be, 
the foldiers, imagining he had been in danger, prefTed him 
to execute all the friends of Conflantius who had oppofed 
his promotion but he refolutely declared, that he would 
not fufFer the lead injury to be offered them ; nay, he ge- 
neroufly forgave the eunuch who had attempted to take His gene- 
away his life. rojity . 

.Some troops had already begun their march towards the 
Eaffc but they were no fooner informed of what had paffed 
at Paris, than they returned with their leader LSintula, and 
joined the red. Julian having aflembled them in a neigh- 
bouring plain, appeared at their head with all the erffigns 
of majefly ; and afeending the tribunal, in a very elegant His fpeech 
fpeech commended their valour, reminded them of the to the fol- 
many viftories they had gained under his conduct, encou- diety. 
raged them to defend and protect a prince whom they them- 
felves had raifed, and ended with alluring them, that he 
had determined to rule with j office and moderation, and 
to prefer fuch only as were men of merit, without fuffering 
himfelf to be biaffied by the recommendations of any perfon 
whatever. 

He had no fooner accepted the impeiial title, than Dc- Decentius 
centius returned into the Eait, whither he was foon fol- <*nd Fioren- 
lowed by the prefect Florcntius, who, confcious of his con- 
r! u ft towards Julian, and dreading his refentment, was in ' 
fuch h;ute to depart Gaul, that he left his whole family 
behind him ; but Julian not only allowed them to follow 
him, but ordered them to be fupplied for that purpofe with 
carriages. Lupicinus, Julian’s lieutenant, an officer of 
great experience, courage and add refs, was capable of im- 
broiling matters j but as he was (fill in Britain, Julian, by 
ordering all the veflbls on the coaft ro be flopped, prevented 
his receiving intelligence of what had patted ; fo that, upon 
his landing at Boulogne to execute the emperor’s orders ad- 
drelfed to him, as we have related above, he was arrefted Lupicinus 
by an officer fent thither for that purpofe, but treated by 
Julian with the utmofl humanity and condefcenfion m . Ju- 
l'ian, convinced that the emperor would be alarmed, and m amty. 
highly provoked, at what had happened, in order to appeafe Julian 
his wrath, and allay his fears, wrote a polite letter to him, finds de- 
which he fent by two of his chief officers, Pentadius and “to** 

Eutherius. He acquainted him with what had happened, the em p tm 
begged he would fuffer him to enjoy rhe title which he had r ar. 

]been forced to accept, promifed to obey him, even in that 


* Ammian. p. 17 1- Julian, ad Athen, p, 515. 
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ftgtion, with the fame readinefs and alacrity as if he were 
a private perfon, offered to fend him fome troops, and even' 
to leave the nomination of the prefedl to him ; but at the 
fame time he referved to himftlf the creating of the other 
officers, and remonftrated with the greatefl: fubmiffion, 
that Gaul was fo far from being able to fparc any of its na- 
tives, that, on the contrary, it flood in need of aihltance 
from other provinces. Julian not only wrote himlclf, but 
perfuaded the whole army to write to the emperor, earneflly 
intreating him to confirm what they had done, and to agree 
with Julian, who had obliged them to take an oath not to 
raife any difturbances, if Conftantius fuffered him to con- 
tinue in Gaul with the title of Auguftus n . Julian con- 
tented himfelf with the title of Cxfar-, and he himfclf af- 


Co&flAntiUS 
refufes to 
ftcknonxj- 

U^e him 
imferar. 


fures us, that in writing to the emperor, he never affumed 
any other. But to this public paper, as we may ftyle it, he 
added a private one, highly injurious anti abufive, as we 
read in Ammianus ; who tells us, that though it had been 
communicated to him, yet he (hould have thought it inde- 
cent and unbecoming to infert it in his hiftory. 

The deputies from Julian found the emperor at Csefarea 
in Cappadocia, who, upon his fir ft reading the letter, was 
fo tranfported with rage, that he drove them from his pre- 
fence ; and was fome time in fufpenfe, whether he fhould 
proceed in his expedition againft the Perfians, or turn his 
arms againft his rival ; bur, upon mature deliberation, 
cooler counfels prevailed. Conftantius, difmifling the de- 
puties, difpatched Leonas, his quseftor, into Gaul, with a 
letter to Julian, acquainting him, that he could not by any 
rncans approve of his usurpation, and exhorting him, as he 
tendered his own fafety, and that of his friends, to be fatis- 
fied with the title of Grefur, which he lull allowed him to 


epjoy, but difapproved and annulled every other tranfaftion. 

Julian's 

Leonas foon reached Paris, where he was kindly received 
ih’rfofca- Julian, to whom he delivered the emperor’s letter. Ju- 
jl 0fJw lian received it fitting on his tribunal, in the prefence of 

the foldiery and people, whom he had aflembled for that 
purpofe, and caufed it to be read aloud. When he under- 
ftood, that the emperor would not allow him the title of 
Auguftus, addrefling himfelf to Leonas, he told him, that 
fie was willing to lay down that title, provided the army 
ponfented to it ; but otherwife could not, without betray- 
ing, and expofing them to the refentment of Conftantius, 
He had fcarce uttered thefe words, when the whole af- 
fembly confirmed, with repeated acclamations, the title 
they had beflowed, declaring, that they were determined tp 


n Ammi&n, lib, xx. p, 167. Julian, p. 518. Zonar, p. 18. 
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fupport him to the laft extremity. Julian wrote to the 
empeior by Leonas, acquainting him with the difpo- 
fition of the people and foldiery, and telling him, that he 
could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon them to his re- 
fentment. Several meffages and embaflies pafl'ed between 
Conftantius and Julian ; the former infilling upon his ab- 
dicating the fovereignty, and the latter declining, under va- 
rious pretences, to relinquifh the authority with which he 
had been veiled by the people, but at the fame time allur- 
ing the emperor of his good intentions and zeal for his 
fervice n . 

In the mean time, the emperor being wholly engaged 
with the Perfian war in the Fall, Julian, to keep his army 
in aftion, and maintain the reputation he had acquired, 
pafl'ed the Rhine at Tricefima, which fome maintain to be 
Cleves, others Kellen, in that neighbourhood. Falling Julian 
fuddenly upon the Atthuarii, the inhabitants of the prefent ovircomej 
countries of Cleves and Manlier, who had made frequent the ^Uhu* 
inroads into Gaul, he laid wafte their territory, killed great ari1 ' 
numbers, and obliged the reit to fubmit to fuch laws as he 
thought fit to impole. In this expedition he fpent three 
months, and then repaying the Rhine, vifited all the forts 
on tli at river as far as Halle, recovered fome places that 
were poA'clTed by the enemy, fortified them, and, as the 
year was already far fpent, retired by Befan^on to Vienne, 
where lie took up his winter-quarters 

The next confuls were Flavius Taurus, prefect of Italy, 
who had prefided the year before at the famous council of 
Rimni, and Florentius, prefect of Gaul, who had fled from 
that province upon the promotion of Julian. The new 
emperor, finding Conflantius would not agree to any 
terms, began to prepare for war, incited to it by magicians, 
who allured him of fuccefs, and encouraged by feveral 
dreams, in one of which he is faid to have difeovered, that 
Conftantius \vas near his end, and that he would die about 
the month of November p (P). When he had made the 
necefl'ary preparations for war, and was ready to march into 

n Ammian. lib. xx. p, 170. Liban. Orat. xii. p. »B6. Zcmar. 
p- 19 u Julian Epift. xxxviii. p. 1 8p. P Liban. Orat. xii. 

p. 286. Ammian. lib. kx p. 179. 

(P) He Rill made an outward though he had long fince re- 
profeffion of the Chriftian re- nounced it in his heart, and 
ligion, fays Ammianus(i), to embraced the religion of the 
gain the Chriflians to his party ; ancient Romans, 


(ij Ammian. lib. xxi, p. i 3 o. 



i86 


He reduces 
the Ale- 
mans ; 
and grant j 
them a 
fence . 


He obliges 
his f'Uiers 
fO lake an 
path of al- 
legiance to 
fumjtlf. 


fie writes 
to fever at 

fifies. 


The Conftantinopolitan Hiftory, 

Italy, and thence into the Eaft, againft Conftantius, if he 
perfifted in refufing him the title of emperor, advice was 
brought that the Alemans, and, among the reft, the fubjcCls 
of Vadomarius, whofe country lay near Bafle, had invaded 
Gaul, on the fide of Rhrctia, and committed dreadful ra- 
vages. Vadomarius pretended to have the greateft refpeft 
imaginable for Julian, and to be much concerned for the 
boftilities committed by his countrymen ; but in the mean 
time, Julian having intercepted a letter from that prince to 
Conftantius, filled with bitter inveftives againft himfelf, 
found means to have him arrefted at a banquet, and 
banfthed into Spain. He had already fent Libano, one 
of his commanders, with a ftrong detachment againft the 
Alemans; but he being killed, and his men routed, near 
SanCtio, now Seckingen, in the neighbourhood of Bafle, 
Julian advanced in perfon againft them, pafieri the Rhine, 
where coming upon them unexpectedly, he flew great 
numbers, and obliged the reft to rcftore the booty they 
had taken, and fue fur peace ; which he granted upon his 
own terms. 

In the mean time, Conftantius having ordered magazines 
to be formed at Brian^on in Dauphine, at Brcgeniz on the 
lake of Conftance, and at ftveral other places on the Alps, 
Julian concluded from thence, that he was determined upon 
war. Refolving, therefore, to be beforehand wuh him, he 
threw off ihe malk, anil obliged his foldiers to take an oath 
of allegance to him ; which they all did very readily, ex- 
cept Nibridius, who had fucceeded Florentius in the pre- 
fecture of Gaul. That officer frankly declared, that he 
would not, upon any confideration whatfoever, take an 
oath, which obliged him to draw his fword againft his 
lawful fovereign. Upon this refuf.il, Julian fufl'ered him 
to retire unmolefted into Hetruria 1 !. In his room, Julian 
appointed Germanicus to difeharge the functions of the 
prefeCt. As thus obliging the foldiers to take an oath of 
allegiance to himfelf was openly revolting from Conftan- 
tius, he wrote to feveral cities, and among the reft to 
Athens, Lacedaemon, and Corinth, acquainting them with 
the motives that had induced him to take that ftep. Ju- 
lian, now finding he could depend upon the fidelity of his 
army, and refolved to purfue his defigns with vigour, de- 
tached part of his forces into Pannonia under the conduCt of 
Nevita, Jovinus, and Jovius, ordering them to take different 
rputes, that they might feem the more numerous, and ftrike 
the greater terror into the enemy, while he, leaving Baflej 

\ Arabian, lib. xxi. p, i9i, 
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marched through woods and by-ways into Illyricum. Nevita, //, f e/j 0ltg 
Jovinus, andjovius, commanded about twenty tlioufand on his 
men, but Julian himfejf was attended by no more than three march. 
thoufand. They were all directed to meet at Sirmium, the 
place of the general rendezvous. Upon intelligence of Ju- 
lian's march, Taurus, prefedt of Italy, and Florentius, 
whom Conflantius had lately appointed prefeft of Illyri- 
cum, abandoning their provinces, fled to the emperor to 
acquaint him with the motions of Julian. As they were 
both confuls this year, Julian ordered them, if Zofimus is 
to be credited r , to be Stigmatized in all the public adts 
- with the epithet of the Runaway Confuls. By their flight 
Julian became mafter of Italy without ftriking a blow, and 
likewiie of Sicily, whither he fent fome troops, with or- 
ders to keep themfclves in rcadinefs to pafs over into 
Afri ca. The different detachments, conduced by Julian 
and the three above mentioned commanders, purfued their 
march with fiicli expedition, that in ten or eleven days time 
they all arrived in the neighboui hood of Sirmium, which 
Julian entered in triumph ; Lucilianus, who commanded 
there for Conftantius, having been furprifcil the night be- 
fore, and taken prifoner, by one of Julian's parties. 

He remained but two days at Sirmium, being eager to Makes 
make himfelf mafter of the important pafs of Sucidava, di- himfelf 
viding Illyricum from Thrace, which he occupied accord - mafter of 
ingly without oppofition. Having left a ftrong garrifon ^b rlcum ' 
under the command of Nevita, he returned to Naiflus, 
where he feems to have continued till the death of Con- 
ftantius. During his refidence, he raifed Aurelius Vidtor, 
the hiftorian, to the government of Pannonia Sccunda, 
and wrote to the Roman fenate a letter filled with bitter 
invedlives againft Conftantius, which was ill received by 
the people, and is feverely condemned by Ammianus him- 
felf 3 . While Julian lay at Naiflus, without the lead ap- 
prehenfion of an enemy at his back, two of Conftantius 7 5 
legions, and a cohort of archeis, who hurl been ordered 
into Gaul, furpriled on their march the city of Aquileia, f, ut ean „ ot 
and defended it with fuch vigour and refolution, that Ju- reduce A - 
ljan could not, with all his efforts, reduce it : they were quileia. i 
commanded by Nigrinus, who defended the place till two 
months after the emperor’s death, aiul was even then with 
difficulty prevailed upon to fubmit to J ulian l . 

Conftantius, being returned from Mesopotamia to An- 7 ‘f, e mpe- 
tioch in the latter end of the preceding year, married in ror marries 

Fauftina, 

* Zof. p. 7 i z . 9 Ainmian. p. 190, Liban. Orat. xi. p. Z54. 
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that city, with great folemnity, Maxima Fauftina, Eufebia 
being dead fome time before. Of the parentage and qua- 
lities of this emprefs, no mention is made by the ancients. 
All we know of her is, that after the death of Conftantius 
(he was delivered of a daughter, named Flavia Maxima 
Conftantia, who was afterwards married to the emperor 
Gratian f. The emperor fpent the remaining part of the 
winter in preparing for his intended expedition againft: the 
Perfians, being refolved to terminate that war, or at lead 
to fecure the empire on that fide, before he marched into 
the Weft againft Julian. In the mean time Sapor, having 
aflembled a powerful army, took the field, and advanced to 
the banks of the Tigris, with a defign to pafs that river, 
and purfue his march to the Euphrates. This intention 
Conftantius no fooner underftood than he left Antioch ; 
and crofting the Euphrates, advanced to Edefia ; whence he 
fent pait of his army, under the command of Arbetio and 
Agilo, to the banks of the Tigris, with exprefs orders not 
to expofe the troops wantonly to dangers. About this time 
the emperor received certain intelligence, that Julian had 
already made himfelf mailer of Illyricum, and the impor- 
tant pafs feparating that country from Thrace. He was 
thunderftruck with thefe news; but the very next day an 
exprefs arrived from his generals on the banks of the Tigris, 
afturing him, that Sapor, intimidated by unlucky omens, 
had marched back to his own dominions with his whole 
army. Conftantius, overjoyed at thefe tidings, immediately 
left Mefopotam 'a, and returned to Antioch, with a defign 
to march without delay again ft Julian, encouraged in this 
refolution by hrs army, who declared with one voice, that 
they were ready to facrifice their lives in fo juft and ho- 
nourable a caufe. 

In the mean time, he difpatched Arbetio with a ftrong 
detachment to the [freights of Sucidava, where Julian was 
v'c'i* 1 ' afcrobhng his forces in order to invade Thrace, and follow- 
,1159 ’ t< \ j n perfon with the reft of his army about the latter end 
of the autumn. Upon his arrival atTarfus in Cilicia, he 
was feized with ft feverifh diftemper, occafioned chiefly by 
the uneafinefs and perplexity of his mind ; but believing ho 
fhould get the better of it by motion and exercife, he pur- 
fued his march to Mopfucrene, on the borders of Cilicia, 
at the foot of Mount Taurus, where, by the violence of his 
diftemper, which increafed daily, he was obliged to halt. 
In that place all remedies proving ineffectual, he died on 
the third of November, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 
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and the thirty-eighth of his reign, reckoning from the time 
he had been created Cxfar, but only the twenty- fifth fmce 
the death of his father. Julian was no fooner informed of 
his death, than he left Illyricum, and on the eleventh of 
December arrived at Conltantinople, whither he caufed the 
corpfe of the dcceafed prince to be brought by Jovian, af- 
terwards emperor, and ordered it to be interred with the 
ufual folemnity in the church of the Apoftles w . Julian 
himfelf aflifted at the ceremony in his puiple robes, but 
without the other entigns of his dignity *. 

As for his character, all the ancients, whether Chriftiaiis His ch** 
or Pagans, paint him as a weak and vain prince : he was rafler. 
entirely governed by the eunuchs of the court, efpecially 
by his chamberlain Kufebius. He admitted none to his His bad 
confidence but fuch as were well Ikillcd in flatterv ; whence qualities. 
lie had none about him but fuch as, by approving all his 
ineafures, ltudied to gain his favour, and raife them- 
felves. It has been already obferved, that he aferibed to 
himfelf the glory of victories gained by his officers, and 
fpoke of them as if he had fought in perfon at the head of 
the victorious armies. The Chriftian writers, boLh Arian 
and orthodox, complain of his affuming too much in eccle- 
fiaftic matters. Under him employments were not given 
to the moll deferving men, but to fuch only as were moft 
able to purchafe them of the eunuchs, and other favourites. 

The unhappy people in the provinces #vere miferably op- 
preffed by their governors, who made it their bufinefs to 
repay thernfelves the fums which they had difburfed, and to 
heap up money to purchafe other more profitable employ- 
ments. He was fo jealous of his authority, and of fuch a 
timorous and fufpicious temper, that upon the leaft appear- 
ance of a plot, he put numbers of perfons to death, fre- 
quently confounding the innocent with the guilty, though 
accufed by perfons altogether unworthy of credit. The in- 
famous tribe of informers increafed under him to fuch a. 
number, that no man of fortune, however innocent, was 
fafe y. As he had no great genius or capacity himfelf, he 
hated all men of letters, and difcouiftenanced every liberal 
art and fcience 5 therefore freedmen only applied them- 
felves to the ftudy of the law, and that of eloquence was 
entirely neglefted : to be a great philofopher was reckoned 
a crime, Conftantius confidering the philofopbers as magi- 
cians, againft whom he ena&ed moft rigorous laws z . 

w Amiri, lib, xxi. p. 105. Socrst. lib. iii. cap. 1. p. 168. Parreg-. 

P-aij. x Lmau. Orat. xii. p. 4B9. Y Ammian.lib xxi. 

P* aoj. Libia. Qrat, xxviii. p. 5^1. • £utrap. lib. xv. p. 44- 
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However* he landed and endowed; a library at Conft^./ 
tiiiopie?* enriched k with a large coUeGion of choice books,:- 
,and appointed a perfon, with a liberal falary, to take care 
of it *. t; 

But among fo many defects, he had fome good qualities. 

In crimes of treafon, real or only fufpefted, he behaved like 
a tyrant, fays Ammianus ; but in other refpetts was not a 
bad prince. He was of a very low ftaturc, lays the fame 
writer, but enured to fatigue ; and performed the military 
exercifes, efpecially thofe of the infantry, with wonderful 
addrefs. He was f.itisfied with a frugal diet, flept little, an 
utter llranger to luxury, and of fuch chaftity and temper^ 
a nee, as not to be even fufpefted of thofe vices which ufu- 
allyprevail in courts. He is generally thought to have been 
the author of the law condemning to death thofe who were 
found guilty of unnatural crimes b . He fometimes per- 
formed the meaneft duties of a foldier, but at the fame 
time knew how to maintain the grandeur and majefty of 
his ftation c . He defpifed popularity ; and his afle&ation 
was truly ridiculous: he appeared in public like a ftatue, 
without moving his head or hands, without fpitting, or 
blowing his nofe, left he (hould by fuch vulgar actions de- 
grade the majefty and grandeur of an emperor. Though 
he had no genius either for poetry or eloquence, yet he 
was not entirely unacquainted with polite literature d . Au- 
relius Victor and^utropius commend him for the great 
refpedt he always (hewed to his father, for his extraordinary 
modelty, and for rewarding fervices with uncommon ge- 
nerality c . Themiftius extols his magnificence, and ob- 
ferves, that he enriched all his friends f . He finifhed the 
walls of Conftantinople, begun by his father j repaired, at 
a great expence, many of the buildings; and embellifhed 
the city with fountains, baths, and other (lately edifices. , 

He was a zealous promoter of the Chriftian religion, and 
enadled fevcral law's, of which we have taken notice in the 
hiftory of his reign, for the total fuppreflion of idolatry. 

He built a great number of churches, and among the reft 
the famous cathedral of Emefa in Syria, and the great 
church of Alexandria, called Caefarea. That of St. Sophia 
at Conftantinople was the work of Caaftantine, though 
commonly aferibed to his fon Conftantius *. He not only 
built, but endowed and enriched many churches with great 


a Themift. Orat. iii. p. 45, b Cod. Tbeod. ix. tit. 7. leg. 3. 
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revenues; and (hewed, on all occafions, an extraordinary 
refpett and efteem for the clergy, efpecinlly the bifhops, re- 
ceiving their blefling in a humble pofture, entertaining 
them at his table, and exempting them from all imports and 
taxes * (G). Before 

h Hilar, contra Conftant. Orat. p. 113, 114. 


(G) But thefe favours he 
bellowed on thofe alone who 
prufefled the doflrine of Arius. 
The orthodox bifhops were 
driven from their lees, and ei- 
ther bunifhed, or impriloned ; 
and fome ot them were, by 
the authority or connivance of 
the emperor, put to death. But 
to give an account of this per- 
fection is not our province, 
but that ot the ecclefiailic wri- 
ters. 

Among the men of learning 
who flournhed under Confhm- 
tius, St. Jerom mentions Gen- 
nadius, l’etrus, Viflorinus, Mi- 
nervius, Aleimus, Delphidius, 
and Donatus ( 1 ). All vve know 
of the tw r o firll, is, that they 
were both celebrated lawyers ; 
that the formerlived at Rome, 
and Lhe latter at Sara go fa in 
Spain (2). Of Victorious vve 
fliall fpeak hereafter. Tibe- 
rius Vidtor Minervius taught 
eloquence at Conllantinople, at 
Rome about the year 353, and 
at Bourdeaux, the place of his 
nativity (3'. He is lavifhly 
commended by Aufonius, who 
is proud ot having lludied under 
him (4). Latinus Alethius 
Aleimus was a native of the 
Agenois, or territory of Agen, 
and is by Aufonius numbered 


among the profelTors of Bour- 
dcaux (j). He publifhed fome 
works, in which he prailed the 
emperor Julian, and Sullull, 
who was pretext of Gaul undtr 
that prince (6) ; but none of 
them have reached our times. 
Atticus Tyro Delphidius, the 
fan of the orator Patera, nrPa- 
terius, acquired great reputa- 
tion by his poems (7). Dona- 
tus, under whom St. Jerom 11 u - 
died, taught grammar at Rome 
with great reputation in 334, 
wrote comments on Terence 
and Virgil, and publifhed fe- 
veral grammatical pieces, often 
quoted by Cafliodorus, who 
judged them more proper for 
children, than any thing writ- 
ten by other grammarians (8). 
Nonius Marcell us, another ce- 
lebrated grammarian, lived, as 
is fuppofed, about the time of 
Conllantius, and was, as vve 
gather from the title of his 
work on the propriety of Latin 
words, a native of Tivoli, and 
a Peripatetic philofopher (9). 
The works of Sextus Pompeius 
Fellus bear a much better cha- 
racter than thofe of Marcellus. 
H e wrote on the lignification of 
words ; but his work, which 
was only an epitome of what 
Verrius Flaccus had written on 


(1) Hier. Cliron. (z) Idem ibid. (3) Idem ibid. 8 c 

Aufon. de Profefl. Burdigal. carm i. p. 137, (4) Aufon. ibid, 

carm. vi , p. 150. (5) Idem ibid. carm. ii. p. 141. (6) Sidon. 

lib f v 1 ii. cpi IF. 11. p. 130. (7) Aufon. ibid carm.v. p. 147. 

(8) Hier. inRuf. lib. i. cap. 4. p. zpz. Cafliod. de Orthogr. p. 255, 
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Before we proceed to thehiflory of Julian’s reign, it will 
not be foreign to our purpofe, to give the reader a fuccindt 
account of the birth, parentage, education, and ftudies of a 
prince fo much fpoken of by the ecclefiaftic writers. Julius 


that fubjeft in the time of Au- 
guftus, was abridged in the time 
of Charlemagne by Paulus Dia- 
conus ; and to this abridgement 
is owing the lofs of the much 
greater part ol that which was 
done by Felhis (i ). Some ma- 
nuscripts have reached our 
times on the arc of furveying or 
meafu ring land, written by In- 
nocentius, probably the furvcy- 
or of that name, who, accord- 
ing to Ammianus Marcellinus, 
was at the court of Conftantius 
in 359 (2). Vindanius Ana- 
tolius, a native of Berytus, 
wrote ten books on Agricul- 
ture, containing many uferui 
nil es, blended with fome fu per- 
nicious and heatheniih ubi’erva- 
tions (3). Part of that work 
has reached our times ; but the 
author is theic fly led Vindamo- 
nius,and notVindanius. Sextus 
Aurelius ViiTtor mny be ranked 
among the writers who floui idl- 
ed under Conftantius though 
he died long after him, fince, 
in his reign, he wrote his hif- 
tory of the Roman empeiurs. 
He is commonly thought to 
have been a native of Africa, 
and to have been born of poor 
parents in fome village of that 
country (4), He was, at lead 
when he wrote his hiilory, a 
pagan, as mud evidently appear 
to all who perufe it. Gotho- 
fredus publifhed in 1628, an 
ancient defeription of the world, 
as he ftylcs it, compiled in the 


time of Conftantius, and not of 
Conltantine, as we read in the 
text, after that prince had 
fmifhed the port of Seleucia, 
and after the earthquake which 
overturned the city of Duras (5 ). 
Julius Firmicus Maternus, who 
flouriflicd at the fame time, was 
not only a ChriAian, but a zea- 
lous defender of the religion he 
pro felled ; tor he add relied a 
work to the two emperors, Con- 
ftantius and Conftans, animat- 
ing them to complete the de- 
li ruftion of idolatry. This 
work is imitled The Errors and 
Fallhoods ol Profane Religions 
(6). The authoris diftinguilh- 
ed, in the title of the work, 
with the epithet ot clanlfimus, 
which was peculiar to the fena- 
tors of Rome, and fufticiently 
confutes the opinion of Baro- 
nius, who infills upon his hav- 
ing been bifhop ot Milan (7) 
Eight books on judicial allro- 
Jogy were publiilied about the 
fame time by Julius Firmicu* 
Mateinus, who was likewife a 
Roman lcnator, and is there- 
fore by Tome writers confound- 
ed with the above mentioned 
author (B) ; but PoUevinu9 
maintains them to be two dit- 
ferent writers (9) : and indeed 
the artrologer is flyled, in the 
title of his work, Julius Firini- 
cus Maternus junior j and the 
work itfelf is altogether un- 
worthy of a Chriflian. 


(1) Vide Baillet, p. 30, 35, (*) Ammian. lib. jiix. p. 149* 

(3) Phot. cap. 163. p. 349. (4) Volf. Hilt. Lat. p. 196. 

(5) Gothofred. Vetus Orb. Defcrip. p. 13, & 33. (6) Firm. Ma- 

tern. cap. si. Bibl. Patr. tom. iv. p. 99. (7) Baron, ad 
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Conftnnlius, the brother of Conftantine the Great, had two 
v'ives j f Falla, by whom he had Callus Caefar, and other 
children, whofe names are unknown; and Bafilina, defeend- 
ed of an illuftrious family, being the daughter of one Ju- 
lian who w r as prefedt, and the filter of another who was 
count of the Eaft. The furname of Anicius was common 
to both, and the Anician family was one of the moft illuf- 
trious in Rome. He was named Julian from his grandfa- 
ther on the mother’s fide, and is flyled in all ancient in- 
feriprions Julianus Flavius Claudius. He was of low Ita- 
ture, and a difagreeable afpedt, which was, befidcs, dis- 
figured with a long beard, as reprefented in molt, of his me- 
dals; hut at the fame time well-thaped, active, and of great 
add refs in every kind of cxercife. *. 

His mind was endowed by nature with an extraordinary 
capacity : he 1 earned with furprifing quicknefs, and never 
forgot what he had once known ; infomuch, that thole, 
whofc province it was to inltruct him, though perfons emi- 
nent in every branch of learning, complained that he too 
foon exhaulted their ltoek of knowtege k : on which account 
he is by fome writers equalled, and by others preferred, to 
the greatell men Greece ever produced l . However, he was 
much better acquainted with the Greek than the Latin tongue: 
in the former lie rivalled the beft writers ; but did not ex- 
cel, according to Eunapius m , in the latter. His eloquence 
was eafy and flowing, and accompanied by a graceful de- 
livery. In his anfwers unftudied he difplayed an uncom- 
mon penetration, vivacity, and prefence of mind, and, in 
the greateil dangers, an undaunted courage and intrepidity n . 
But whether the lolidity of his judgement was equal to the 
brightnels of his genius, we fhall leave the reader to judge 
from his adtions. Fie was naturally of a mild temper, had 
a violent thirft after glory, was greatly attached to his own 
opinion, which he frequently preferred to the advice of his 
abkft counfellors, and ftrangely addicted to fatire and rail- 
lery D . He was brought up at Conltantinople till the death 
of his uncle Conftantine, which was followed by the maf- 
facre of all his relations, in which were involved among 
the reft the father and eldef brother of Julian ; but Julian 
himfelf was fpared on account of his infancy, being then 
but fix or feven years old, as was his brother. Callus, be- 
caufe he happened to be at that time ill of a fever, and 
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Julian, at feven years old, was put under the tuition of 
an eunuch named Mardonius, who difcharged his trull with 
great care, infpiring him with an averfion to all manner of 
fports and diverfions, and teaching him how to conquer his 
paffions, and get the better of his evil inclinations. The 
emperor afterwards committed the care of his education to 
Eufebius bifhop of Nicomedia, a leading man among the 
Arians, by whom he was inllru&ed partly at Nicomedia, 
and partly at an ellate in Bithynia left him by his grand- 
mother, where he planted a vineyard with his own hands. 
He took great delight in this place ; but neverthclefs be- 
llowed it afterwards on one of his friends q . At the age of 
fourteen or fifteen, he was, by the emperor's orders, fent 
with his brother Gallus, who had been hitherto confined 
to his ellate in Ionia, to a caltle called Mncelln, in the 
neighbourhood of Cxfarea in Cappadocia. There they had 
a royal palace for their habitation, a handfome allowance, 
a noble court, and the belt mailers to inllrudl them in all 
the fciences; but at the fame time were furrounded by the 
eunuchs of the court, and kept in a manner prifoners r . In 
this exile or retreat they continued fix years ; that is, till 
the fifteenth of March 351, when Gallus was created Cae- 
far. The emperor’s chief attention was to appoint them 
fuch mafters as were capable of infpiring them with fenti- 
nients of piety, and inltrudting them in the duties of the 
Chriflian religion, which they were taught tD pradtife, by 
converfing only with perfons of religious and exemplary 
lives. From this retreat Gallus was called to court, and 
created Czefar, in the beginning of the year 351, and foon 
after the emperor was, w ith difficulty, prevailed upon to al- 
low Julian to quit Marcella, and purfue his fludies at Con- 
ftantinople, where he faw his brother, as he palled through 
that city on his journey into the Eaft, with the title of Cre- 
far s . At Conllantinople Julian lludied oratory under a fo- 
phift of no great eloquence, but chofen by Conflantius for 
his preceptor, becaufe he ufed, in all his declamations, to 
inveigh againft the idolatrous worfhip of the pagan gods. 

Julian's condudl at Conltantinople, his application, and 
infinuating behaviour, foon gained him the affedlions of 
the inhabitants of that city, though he appeared in the 
fchools like a private perfon ; and, following the directions 
of the eunuch Mardonius, carefully avoided the leaft mark 
of diftindlion. This popularity no fooner came to the ears 
of the jealous emperor, than he ordered him to leave Con- 

s Julian. Epift. xlvi. p. 199,10a. * Julian, ad Athen. p. 499, 

s Ammian. lib. xv. p. 34. 

flantinople. 



*95 


The CouJlantinopoUtan Hijlory • 

ftantinople, and retire to Nicomedia, or what other place 
in Afia he p leafed ; but ftri&ly enjoining him not to fre- 
quent the fchool of Libanius, a Pagan fophift of great re- 
putation; who, being driven out of Conftantinople, had 
opened a fchool at Nicomedia ; from which city he was like- 
wife obliged to depart foon after, and retire to Antioch, the 
place of in's nativity The fophift too, under whom Ju*- 
lian ftudied at Conftantinople, prevailed upon him to pro- 
mife, and folemnly fwear, that he would never hear the 
lectures of Libanius. Julian obferved his oath ; but as he 
had a great efteem for that orator, lie privately read his 
works, and imitated his ftyle with greater fuccefs than thofe 
who had ltudied under him (H). 

Upon the ruin of his brother Gallus, he was very' near 
undergoing the fame fate, being unjuft ly charged with fe- 
veral crimes, and fufpefted of afpiring to the fovereignty. 
The emperor, therefore, ordered him to be arrefted, and 
kept him feven months furrounded by guards, fometimes 
in one place, and fometimes in another 11 , but moftly at 


t Eunap. cap. 14.. p . 132. Liban. Vit. p. 18. Socrat. p. 165. 
■ Liban. ibid. p. 267. Julian, ad Athen. p. 5a!. 


(H) During his Lay at Nico- 
media, he became acquainted 
with Maximus of Ephefus, a 
Pagan philofopher of great re- 
putarion, and much addicted to 
the ftudy of magic ; who flatter- 
ing him with the hopes ot be- 
ing one day emperor, infpired 
him with an averfion to the 
Chriftian religion, which con- 
demns all magical practices (f). 
Libanius writes, that the pre- 
cepts and inftruftions of a phi- 
lofopher in Ionia, meaning, no 
doubt, Maximus, made fuch a 
deep imprellion on the mind of 
Julian, that he immediately re- 
nounced the Chriftian religion, 
and embraced that of the Ro- 
mans. However, he was fo 
far from owning his real fenti- 
ments, that, on the contrary, 
he affedted the appearance of a 


fincere and zealous Chriftian, 
caufing his head to be fliaved, 
fays Sozotnen, imitating the 
drefs and manners ot a monk, 
and performing the office of a 
reader in the principal church 
of Nicomedia, while he at the 
fame time privately adored the 
heathen deities, and caufed 
himfclf to be inflrudted in the 
ridiculous myfteries of magic. 
Gallus, who refided at Antioch, 
hearing of his brother’s incli- 
nation to idolatry, endeavoured, 
by feveral warm and pious epif- 
tles, to confirm him in the true 
religion, and divert him from 
theworfhip of the Pagan gods. 
But the facrilegious curiofity of 
knowing future events, fays 
Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
defire of reigning, prevailed 
over all other confiderations (2). 


(0 Socrat. lib. iii. cap. t. p. 165. Soz. lib. v. cap, 2. p. 534™ Liban. 
Orat. v. p. 175, (2) Greg.Naz. Orat. iii. p. S6. 

O 2 


Jj fufpeReA 
of afpiring 
to the fo - 
vereignty* 


Milan, 



i <)6 


Goes into 
Greece. 


Is fent for 
by the em- 
peror . 


The Conftantinopolitan Hi/lory. 

Milan, where the emperor himfelf refided ; for he tells us^ 
that he was confined fix months in the great city, which 
was the emperor’s abode; and that, during the who/e time 
he was detained there, he was but once admitted to fee the 
emperor , and then by the mediation of the emprels Eufe- 
bia, who prevailed upon her hufband to hear him, and en- 
couraged him to defend himfelf with confidence ; a talk 
which he performed, without either juflifying, through fear 
or complaifance, the emperor’s proceedings ugainflhis bro- 
ther, or provoking his vengeance, by complaining of the 
hard ufuge he himfelf bad received. Conflantius promifed 
hi m a feLond audience, which was put off from day to day, 
under various pretences, by the eunuch Eufebius, the em- 
peror’s great chamberlain, who apprehended that Julian 
might, by degrees, gain not only the prince’s favour, but 
confidence w . However, Conflantius being convinced of 
his innocence, by means of the ernprefs, he was allowed 
to return into his own country ; that is, to his mother’s 
cflate in Ionia or Bithynia. A report, however, being 
fpread, before he departed, that Africanus had revolted in 
lllyricum, Conflantius would not fuffer him to return to 
Afia; but, at the requeft ofEufebia, permitted him to go 
into Greece, which he preferred to all other places, being 
defirous, as he pretended, to perfefl himfelf in the fciences ; 
but his real defign was to confer with the magicians at 
Athens, whom he believed more, {killed in that art than 
thofc in Afia x (I). During his refidence at Athens he be- 
came familiar with the molt zealous advocates for Paganifm, 
and the perfons beft verfed in magic, expreffing to them, 
in confidence, his concern for the downfal of Paganifm, 
and his defire and intention of refloring it to its former luftre. 

He had been but a very fhort time at Athens, when be 
was recalled to attend the emperor at Milan ; who, it feems, 
had already determined to raife him to the dignity of Czefar. 
Julian left Greece with regret, refolving not to accept the 
dignity with which he imagined the emperor defigned to 
inveft him, either becaufe he loved a retired life, as Liba- 
nius would make us believe, or rather dreading the fate of 


w Julian, ad Athen. p. 501- Liban. Oral. xii. p. 267. * Eli- 

nap. cap. 5. p, 74. Themilt, p. 473. 


(I) He arrived at Athens 
about the middle of the year 
355, and there became ac- 
quainted with the two great lu- 
minaries ofthcchurch, St. Gre- 
gory Nazianzen and St. Bafil, 


who were at that time both im- 
proving themfelves at Athens 
m the ftudy of eloquence, of 
which they afterwards made fo 
goed an ufe. 


his 
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his brother, as he himfelf * informs us. On his arrival at 
Milan, he lodged in a houfe without the city, where he was 
fplendidly entertained by the eunuchs of the emprefs. Con- 
flantius was not then at Milan ; but he returned foon after 
to that city, and immediately communicated to his friends 
his intention of railing Julian. They did all that Jay in 
their power to divert him from this defign ; but Eufebia, 
who favoured Julian, prevailed. The emperor ordered him 
to {have his long beard, to quit his philofophical cloak, and 
appear in the attire of a military man, and the garb of a 
courtier. As he had hitherto led the life of a philofopher, 
his aukwardnefs in afting a part he had never been accuf- 
tomed to, afforded, for fome time, no fmall diverfion to 
the other courtiers Y . The emperor affigned him an apart- 
ment in the palace, which he entered with dread and ter- 
ror, reflecting, that he was to live among thofe who had 
flied the blood of his father and brothers, and maflacred his 
whole family. When he found the emperor, in fpite of 
his remonftranccs,refolved upon his promotion, he earneftly 
intreated him to appoint fuch miniflers and officers to 
ferve under him as might fupply his want of experience, 
and to give him in writing directions relating to his whole 
conduct, that his only bufinefs might be to obey*. Con- 
itantius encouraged him, and having difpelled his fears, 
ordered him to wait on the emprefs, who removed all his 
apprehenfions a . At length, on the fixth of November, Julian is 
359, he was declared C^efar with the ufual folemnity, ap- dedartd 
pointed governor of Gaul, and a few days after, by the in- ^ a l ar% 
tereft of liuTebia, married to her fifter Helena. We have 
related above in what manner he was treated, and how 
narrowly watched, after his promotion. His houfhold was 
changed, and, of his former domeitics, only four were re- 
tained two youths, his phyfician, and his librarian b : the 
latter alone was privy to his fentiments touching religion. 

He left Milan on the firft of December, and arrived ^at 
Vienne in Gaul about the end of the year. His warlike 
exploits, already deferibed in the reign of Conftantius, 
feem to us altogether furprifing, when we refledt that they 
were performed by one who was yet very young 5 who had 
been brought up in the country, and among books, and 
conferjuently was obliged to learn the firft rudiments of war 
while he was leading the army to battle c . 

v Julian, ad Athen. p. 505, 5 * 6 . z Ammian, lib. xv. p. 47. 

■CJircjn. Alex. p. 680. Socrat, lib. ii. cap. 34. b Liban. Orat. 

ix p> c Julian, ibid. p. 180. 
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Jits con- During his ftay in Gaul, as Soon as he had quitted tlie 
dutlin field, he applied himfelf to his /Judies, efpecialJy to that of 
Gau ^ philofophy, but without neglecting the other feiences ; in 
which he made an afionifliing progrefs, being , according 
to Ammhnusj not only an excellent philosopher, but an 
eloquent orator, a good poet , well verfed in the Roman and 
other hiftories, thoroughly acquainted with the Greek tongue, 
and converfant in the Latin, in which he expreffed himfelf 
with great eafe d . As Julian delighted in learning, men of 
letters flocked to him, while he was in Gaul, from all parts, 
efpecially from Greece ; and among the reft the pontiff of 
Eleufina, with whom he pradlifed the myfteries in private, 
and confulted the arufpices and augurs ; for, though he 
outwardly profefted the Chriftian religion, he was a hea- 
then in his heart, and facrificed every morning to Minerva 
in his clofet r . 

tfn fru^a- He obferved great temperance and fobriety in his diet, 
llt J* remembering, fays Ammianus, the faying of CatD the 

elder, that “ Whoever thinks too much of his table, thinks 
little of virtue.” Having this maxim conftantly in his 
mind, he would not even fuffer his table to be ferved after 
the manner prefenbed by Conftantius, who had given him 
inftrudlions under his own hand, as we have obferved be- 
fore, which were to be the rules of his conduct, and de- 
fended even to his diet; but contented himfelf with the 
food of the common foldiers. As he fed fparingly, he was 
fatisfied with little fleep, repofing on a ikin fpread on the. 
ground, and awaking when he plenfed, which was con- 
ftantly about midnight: the reft of the night he employed 
in writing, reading, and vifiting before break of day the 
Gentries and guards in their different ftations ; from this no 
He hales inclemency of weather ever diverted him f . He never fuffer- 
U ed plays to be exhibited but on the firft day of the year, and 

then not for his own diverfion (for he defpifed all fporte, 
even thofe of the circus), but to comply with an ancient 
cuftom, and to humour the populace. No dancers, come- 
dians, players upon inftruments, or buffoons, were fuffered 
to appear at his court 5 nay, when he was emperor, he 
would not permit the Pagan pontiffs to aflift at the infam- 
ous fports, as he ftyles them, of the theatrp, nor to con- 
trail friendfhip with ftage-players, dancers, and drivers of 
chariots ; or even to enter their houfps : however, he allow- 
ed them to be prefent at certain combats, which he names 

d Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 62. c Julian. Ep. xxxviii. p. iBo. 

Ljban. Orat. x. p. 140. & xii. p. *79. Eunap, cap, c. p, 76, 77. 
f Ammian. Julian. Liban. ibid. 


facred, 



l 99 


The Conjiantinopolitan Hiftcry . 

facred, and at which no women appeared ; but from the 
combats in which men entered the lifts with wild beafts, 
he excluded both the priefts and their children b. 

The grave and fevere life he led in Gaul gained him the 
efteem and a iFeflions of the people, who beheld him as a 
prince fent by Heaven, the more becaufe he made it his 
chief ftudy to eafe them of the heavy and infupportabie bur- t$ 

dens with which they were loaded by the emperor's officers, € rf e 
efpecially by Florentius, prefect of Gaul, who, on that ^ ^ 
account, conceived an implacable hatred againft him, and 
did him all the evil offices at court that lay in his power. 

But Julian, preferring the welfare of the people to his own 
fafety, in fpite of Florentius, leflened the taxes, and re- 
duced them from twenty-live pieces of gold a head to 
feven, which he found fufficient to defray all the expences 
of the war h ; whence he was by all the people in Gaul 
confidered as the reftorer of their country, and their com- 
mon father. He was greatly aflifted in relieving the people 
by Salluft, a native of Gaul, in whom he repofed an en- 
tire confidence ; which raifed fuch jealoufy in the other 
courtiers, that they took great pains to diferedit him with 
the emperor, who was perluatled to remove him, and ap- 
point Lucianus in his room. Julian, fenlibly affefted in 
finding himfelf deprived of the counfels of fo trufty a friend, 
gave vent to his grief in the difeourfe which he wrote to bid 
him farewel 1 (K). The emperor, who was then in Jllyri- 
cum, ordered him into Thrace ; whence he was foon after 
remanded into Gaul, where Julian left him in 361, with 
the character of prefe£l k . As Julian was univerfally 
efteemed and beloved by the people in Gaul, they readily 
concurred with the foldiery in bellowing upon him the title 
of emperor in 360. Alter his promotion, he continued for 
fome time to profefs outwardly the Chriftian religion, and 
publicly nffifted at the holy ceremonies of the church on 
the feaft of the Epiphany in 361 but threw off the mailt, 
foon after ; for we are told by Libauius, that he no iboner 

p Julian. Or. Fragm.p. 555. Panegyr. xi. p 223. » Julian. 

Orar. viii. p. 444. k Ammiar. lib. xxi p. 1 87. J Zof. lib. iii. 
p. 711. Suz. lib. v. cap. i. p. 59c. Julian. ad Athen. p. 509. 

(K.) f rom that difeourfe, whence fume conclude him to 
which is a kind of panegyric have been a Pagan, though a 
on Salluft, it appears^ that Ju- man of great integrity, and 
lian had communicated to him unblemifhed character (1). 
his moll iecret thoughts ; 

(j) Julian. Orat. viii. p. 449. 
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faw himfielf matter of Illyricum, than he opened the temples 
of the gods, offered facrifices according to the ancient rites, 
and exhorted all perfons to follow his example, and rettore 
the religion of their ancettors to its former luttre m . We 
have mentioned what patted in Gaul and Illyricum, from 
the time Julian was declared emperor to the death of Con- 
Ilantius$ and lhall therefore, without repeating the fame 
events, refume the thread of our hittory from thaL period, 
generally reckoned the beginning of Julian’s reign. Con- 
ftantius being dead, the eunuch Eufebius, and fome others, 
who dreaded the refenttnent of Julian, and the punifliment 
due to their enormous crimes, were for eletling another 
emperor-, but no one joining them, Theolaiphus and Ali- 
guldus, both ttyled counts, were difpatched to acquaint Ju- 
lian with the emperor’s death, and to affure him, that all 
the eaftern provinces were ready to obey his commands. 
The two meflengers found him at Naiflus in Illyricum, em- 
ployed in fuperliitious inquiries into the entrails of victims, 
and fometimes promifing himfelf the belt, at other times 
apprehending the worft events. But the death of Conlhin- 
tius delivered him from all his doubts and apprehenfions, 
and put him in pofieflion of tlie empire without linking a 
bl ow n , When he received the news of the emperor’s death, 
he burfl into tears, appeared the fame day in deep mourn- 
ing, and betrayed an extraordinary grief and concern amidlt 
the repeated acclamations of the foldicry, laluting him w ith 
the title of Auguitus °. He immediately ilfued orders for a 
general mourning, and commanded all poflible honours to 
be paid to the body of the deceafed emperor. Soon after ~ 
the meffengers, feveral horfemen arrived from Conftanti- 
nople, affuring him, that the troops in thole parts had un- 
animoufly acknowleged him emperor. He therefore pro- 
ceeded to Conltantinople ; and being met by almoft all the 
inhabitants of that metropolis at Heraclea, he made his 
public entry on the eleventh of December of this year 1, 
attended by the fenate in a body, by all the magiftrates, 
and the nobility, every one teftifying with loud Ihouts of 
joy the fatisfaeflion they felt in feeing fuch a promifing 
prince, who had been born, and fome time educated, in 
their city, who had already performed fuch glorious ex- 
ploits, raifed to the empire without the leatt expence of 
blood or treafure to the republic. He was again declared 
pmperor by the fenate of Conftantinople ; and as foon as 

m Lihan. Orat. xii. p. z88. * " Ammian. lib. xxi. p. zoo. & 

]jb. xxii. p. 204. Zof. lib. iii. p, 713. Liban. Orat. xii. p. 
p Zonar. p. 3j. 
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that ceremony was over, he caufed the obfequies of Con*- 
ftantius to be performed with the greateft pomp and fo* 
lemnitv p. 

His next care was to inftitute at Chalcedon a court of 
juftice, to inquire into the conduct of the minifters of the 
deceaied emperor, and to hear the complaints of fuch as 
had been injured by them. In this court prefided Salluftiua 
Secundus, whom Julian had created prefect of the Eaft, 
in the room of Elpidius : we mult take care not to con- 
found him with iSalluft, prefedt of Gaul, of whom we 
have fpoken before. Julian repofed in both an implicit con- 
fidence ; and the prefect of the Eaft, though a Pagan, is 
highly celebrated even by the eccleliaftic writers, for his 
prudence, diicretion, and compaflioii towards the Chriltians 
perfecuted by Julian, whofe condudt towards them hejuftly 
condemned. With him were joined in commiflion the two 
confuls eledt, Mamertinus and Nevita, the one prefect of 
Illy n cum, and the other an officer in the army, with Ar- 
betio, Agilo, and Jovinus, of whom the latter had been 
lately created general of horfe in IUyricum, and the two 
others had ferved under Conftantius in quality of generals. 
Arbetio was univerfally abhorred for his haughty and im- 
perious behaviour, and was faid to have occafioned the 
death of feveral innocent perfons under the late reign : the 
condudt of Julian therefore feemed very ftrange, in ap- 
pointing one to judge others, who ought himfelf to have 
been arraigned as a criminal ; we are even told, that the 
whole authority was lodged in his hands * . By this court 
were condemned to be burnt alive the famous Paulus Ca- 
tena, and the noted informer Apodemus, as the chief 
authors of the cruelties committed in the late reign. The 
eunuch Eufebius was likewife condemned and executed. 

Thefe executions were applauded by all the world as juft 
and equitable -, but the death of Urfula, a man of great 
merit and known integrity, was a ftain upon the reputa- 
tion of Julian, whom he had fupplied with money un- 
known to the emperor, when he was fent into Gaul with 
the title of Caefar, but without the necefl'ary appointments 
to fupport that dignity. What prompted Julian to put him 
to death, we are not told ; but all authors agree, that be 
deferyed no luch treatment, efpecially at his hands-, and 
therefore charge him with the blackeft ingratitude, in pro- 
curing the death of a perfon to whom he owed the greateft 
obligations'. Julian, to palliate his ingratitude and cruelty, 

P Socrat. lib. iii. cap. i. p. 164. q Ammian. lib. xxii. p. jo 6 t 

;zP7. r Lib. Orar. xii- p. *9? . Ammian. ibid. 
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pretended, that Urfula had been condemned and executed 
without his knowlege ; but Ammianus himfelf owns this 
to be but a weak excufe. To atone in fome degree for this 
injuftice, he ordered great part of Urfula’s euate, which 
had been confifcated, to be reftored to his daughter, his 
only child. Floreniius, who was this year conful, and had, 
while prefeCt of Gaul, incenfed Julian, was likewife fen- 
tenced to death ; but he found means to make his efcape, 
and appeared no more 8 : wherefore we mud diflinguifh 
him from another of the fame name, who was taken and 
beheaded with Procopius in 369. Two officers, whom Ju- 
lian had difcharged, offered to difcover Florentius, provid- 
ed they were reftored to their rank; but Julian branded 
them with the name of informers, adding, that to perfecute 
an unhappy man, who had been obliged to conceal him- 
felf, was an a&ion unworthy of a prince. Taurus, Floren- 
tius’s colleague in the confulfhip, and prefedf of Italy, was 
banifhed to Vercell^, now Vercelli, in Piedmont, becaufc 
he had fled when Julian entered Illyricum. With the fame 
injuftice -were banifhed another Florentius, who had been 
magifter officiorum under Conflantius, Palladius, who had 
difcharged the fame office in the court of Gallus, and many 
others. Julian, having punifhed fnme of Conflantius’s mi- 
nifters, deprived the reft ol their employments, without 
diftinCtion, though there were among them feveral perfons 
of unblemifhed characters, wlio had difapproved, and even 
oppofed, molt of the late meafures. 

As the great number of officers was become an intolerable 
burden to the public, be thought himfelf bound to leffen it; 
and accordingly difcharged all ufelefs perfons about court, 
preferring the frugality and modelty of a philofopher, fays 
Ammianus, to ihe vain magnificence of a prince. He re- 
duced, among the relt, -the officers called agentes in rebus, 
from ten ihoufand to feventeen 1 ; and difcharged thoufands 
of cooks, barbers, and unncceffary attendants, who devour- 
ed the fubftance of the people, and drained the treafury. 
The curiofi, whofe office it was to inform the emperor of 
what had puffed in the different provinces, were all dif- 
charged, and that employment entirely l'uppreffed. This 
great reform of officers and offices enabled him to cafe the 
people of the heavy burdens they groaned under ; abating 
throughout the whole empire the fifth part of all taxes and 
impolts u . He recalled from banifhmcnt all the orthodox 
bifhops, but with a defign, as is obferved both by the Pagan 


9 Ammian. lib. xxii. p. 206. 
Julian, Mifop. p,, igs t 


* Liban, Orat, xii. p> 279. 
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and Chriftian writers, to raife difturbances, and fow dif- 
fenfions, in the church. 

The death of Conftantius was no fooner known, than de- Deputies 
puties were fent from the chief cities of the empire, to pre- f* nt f T *™ 
fcnt the new prince with crowns of gold, and to congratu- tu^and'" 
late him on his accefilon to the empire. Their example nations to 
was followed by fevcral foreign nations, among which, eongratu- 
however, we find no mention made of the Perfians. The ^ atc 7 uilan > 
ambalfadors of the Goths cavilling about the oaths they 
were to take, Julian ordered them to return, and prepare 
for war; but contented himfelf with placing ftrong garri- 
fons in the cities of Thrace, and on the banks of the Da- 
nube x . Before he left Conflantinople, he wrote to the He invites 
philofopher Maximus, who had firft infpired him with an to court 
averfion to the Chriftian religion, inviting both him and an- phtlofo- 
other Pagan philofopher and magician, named Chryfanthus, gl^anT*' 
to court. r l hc latter, deterred by fomc ill omens, could & c .from 
not prevail with himfelf to comply with the invitation ; but all parts, 
the former readily obeyed, and was received by the empe- 
ror at Conftantinople with fuch tokens of friendfhip and 
efteem, as to Ammianus feemed below the dignity of a 
prince, though highly commended by Libanius. 

The next confuls were Claudius Mamcrtinus and Nevita. 
or Nevitta, who, on the firft day of January, when they 
entered, according to cuftoin, upon their office, went, be- 
fore it was light, to wait on the emperor y . Julian no Julian 
fooner heard they were coming than he ran to meet them pay* great 
in the utmoft confufion, as if he had been wanting in re^ 
fpett, kifted them, received them with the greateft regard, J 

and would by all means attend them in their chariots, walk- 
ing before them to the fenate with the crowd. His con- 
duct on this occafion is greatly commended by fome, and 
no lefs blamed by others, among -the reft by Ammianus, 
who cenfurcs it as too mean, and below the majefty of a 
prince It was ufual for emperors to accompany the new 
confuls on that day, but not on foot, nor blended with the 
crowd. On the third of January, Mamcrtinus exhibited 
the Circenfian fports, when a number of flaves being brought 
into the circus, in order to be declared free by the conful, 
according to cuftom, Julian, unacquainted with the pre- 
rogatives of the fevcral magiftrates, declared them free 
himfelf; but being told that he entrenched upon the jurif- 
didlion of the confuls, he begged pardon, and condemned 
himfelf to pay a fine of ten pounds weight of gold a . Be- 

x Ammian. lib. xxii. p. aio. Lib. Orat, x. p. 245, y Pane- 

gyr. xi. p. 22a. z Ammian. lib. xxii. p, 209. a Ibid. Jib, 

xx i. p. 209. 
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fore he leftConftantinople,he enriched that metropolis, the 
place of his nativity, with many privileges, formed a large 
harbour to fhelter the fhips from the fouth wind, built a 
magnificent porch leading to it, and in another porch a 
(lately library, in which he lodged all his books b . 

At length he left Conflantinople, in the month of May, 
and departed for Antioch : he palled through Chalcedon, 
and from thence went to Nicomedia, the ruins of which 
city, overturned by an earthquake, he could not behold 
■without fhedding tears: he ordered confiderable fums for 
the rebuilding of it ; and then purfuing his journey by Nice, 
he turned from the borders of Galatia to vifit the famous 
temple of Cybele at Peffinus, which he enriched with offer- 
ings of great value. He pronounced a difeourfe on that 
pretended deity, which he compofed in one night, appoint- 
ed Calixenes prieftefs of the temple, and then continued 
his route to Ancyra, where he was received by the Pa- 
gan priefls, carrying with them their idols. As foon as 
he arrived at the palace, he ordered confideiable fums to 
be diltributed among them, and the next day exhibited 
public lports c . As he purfutd his march he was met in 
molt places by crouds of people, come to lay their com- 
plaints before him : he heard them with patience, and de- 
cided their differences with equity. As he entered Cilicia, 
lie was flop t by the inhabitants of a fmall village, one of 
whom accufed another ol afpiring to the empire, alleging, 
that he had ordered himfelf a purple habit, which w r as ac- 
tually making : Julian heard the informer with great cool- 
nefs, and then told him, that when the purple habit was 
ready, he might fupply, if he pleafed, the new prince with 
purple (hoes. The emperor, palling through Cilicia, ar- 
rived at length at Antioch, where he was received with 
the greatefl demonftratinns of joy. Soon after his arrival 
he afeended Mount Cafius, in the neighbourhood of that 
city, and offered a folemn facrifice to Jupiter. On his re- 
turn Theodotus, one of the chief citizens of Hicrapolis, 
who, it feems, had formerly offended him, threw himfelf 
at his feet, intreating his forgivenefs. Julian did not know 
him-, but without inquiring who he was, or what he had 
doine, embraced him with great tendernefs, faying, lf In 
what have you difobligcd me, I know not, nor do I care 
to know r * but be it what it will, you have nothing to fear 
under a prince whofe greatefl: ambition is to leffen the 
number of his enemies, and increafe that of his friends. 

* Themift, Orat, iv, p. 60. c Liban. Oral, x. p. *58. 
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During his flay at Antioch, he employed himfelf chiefly jj e a j mtm 
in hearing and deciding caufes ; in protecting the innocent, nijiers j u f- 
without rliftindtion of Chriflian or Pagan ; and puniffiing ticeutti 
the guilty, without forgetting his ufual lenity and modera- 
tion. I11 the adminiflration of juftice, he readily lifteucd 
to thofe who feemed better acquainted with the laws than 
himfelf, conflantly confulting them before he gave fen- 
tence. Put notwithftandiug his fo much boafted equity 
and moderation, he i'eytenced to death Gaudentius, one of 
the late emperor's fecretaries, and Julian, formerly vicar, 
for no other reafou but becaufe they had adhered to Con- 
Rantius with great fteadinefs and zeal \ which a magnani- 
mous prince would have rather thought worthy of reward 
than piinilhmcnt. He treated in the fame manner the foil 
of Marcellus, accufed of afpiring to the empire \ but only 
banifhed Rom anus and Vincentius, two officers of diltinc- 
tion, though conviCled of the fame ciime. Marcellus had 
exafperated Julian, while he commanded under him in 
Gaul, as we have obferved elfewhere ^L). Both Pagan and 
Chriftian authors obferve, that during the ffiort time Julian The empire 
reigned, the empire was conflantly afflielecl by a variety ejfltfled 
of cal l mil ies : dreadful earthquakes were felt in every man y 
province j molt of the cities of Paleftine, Libya, Sicily, Ca amiU€St 
and Greece, were ruined d . Libanius writes, that not 
one city was left {landing in all Libya, and but one in 
Greece ; that Nice was entirely deflroyed, and Conftan- 


A Ammiarn lib.xxii. p. z2 6. Soz. lib- vi. cap. z. p. 639. Chryk 
in Gent. p. 677. Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 91. 


(I.) The ccclefiaflic writers 
make long defcants on the fhock- 
ing cruelties, and innumerable 
murders committed by Julian, 
during his flay at Antioch. 
Gregory Nazianzen reprefents 
theOrontes, on which Antioch 
flood, choaked up with the bo- 
dies of fuch as had by his or- 
ders been privately murdered, 
or thrown into that river in the 
night ; and adds, that all the 
ditches, caves, wells, and ponds 
in the neighbourhood of that 
city, were filled with the bodies 
of the young virgins and chil- 

(0 Greg. N«tZ. Orat. iii* p. 91. 
p. 6j g , 


dren, whom he had inhumanly 
facrificed, hoping to difeover fu- 
ture events in their entrails (1). 
Thefe deteflable praflices, and 
barbarous murders, were kept 
fecret, and carefully concealed, 
during his life-time, fays Theo- 
doret (2) ; but after his death 
many chefls were found in the 
palace, filled with the bones of 
thofe he had thus inhumanly 
facrificed. It is furprifing that 
fuch cruelties fliould have been 
known only to the Chriftian 
writers. 


(2) Theodor, lib. iii. cap. 12. 
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tinople greatly damaged c . The temples of Apollo at Rome 
and Daphne were about the fame time confumed by fire. 
The fea in feveral places broke in upon the land, and over- 
whelmed whole cities with their inhabitants. At Alexan- 
dria, the fea retiring during an earthquake, returned after- 
wards with fuch violence, that it laid under water feveral 
towns and villages, and drowned an incredible number of 
people. To thefe calamities was added a general drought, 
which laded till the winter was far fpent, and produced an 
univerfal famine : the famine was followed by a dreadful 
plague, and both continued till the death of Julian, car ry- 
Ing off great numbers of men and cattle. Julian, to re- 
medy the dearth, fixed the prices of corn, and all other 
provifions ; a ftep which increafed it beyond meafure, the 
merchants privately conveying their corn to other places. 
By thefe means that great and populous metropolis was re- 
duced to fuch miferies as can hardly be exprefied. 

The inhabitants of Antioch, being moftly Chriftians, 
were highly provoked againft Julian, to whole impiety in 
worfiiipping the idols they aferibed the famine, and the other 
calamities with which the whole empire was affli&ed. They 
publifhed many lampoons, reflefling on the defefts of his 
perfon, and expofing him to ridicule on account of his di- 
minutive ftature, his forbidding afpeft, his long and rough 
beard, his port and geftures, which were, it feems, in fome 
degree odd and ridiculous. Julian, piqued at the fevere f,i- 
tires that were daily publifhed againft him, and fung pub- 
licly in tbc ftreets, wrote an ironical inventive againft: the 
Antiochians, fiiyled the Antiochian, or Mifopogon, that is, 
the beard-huUr \ in which he reprefents them wholly ad- 
dicted to their interefi:, abandoned to luxury, pomp, and 
lewdnefs, great admirers of plays, farces, and all forts,of 
difiipation. In this performance he folemnly declared, that 
none of them fhould for thofe libels lofe their lives, be beaten 
with rods, arrefled, or imprifoned ; but threatened to with- 
draw from a city which thus requited, with the utmoft in- 
gratitude, the innumerable favours he had heaped upon it, 
and the extraordinary care lie had taken in relieving the ci- 
tizens, when in the utmoft diftrefs f . 

Ever fince his acceflion to the empire, he had fhewed a 
ftrong inclination to make war upon the Perfians, and try 
whether he could humble that haughty enemy, who had 
for many years harrafled the Eaftern provinces in a molt 
fniferable manner, and defeated all the attempts of his pre- 
deceflor. Being advifed, foon after his arrival at Conftan- 
tinople, to attack the Goths, lie anfwered, that he defigned 

« Liban. Orat. xii, p, 314. f Julian. Mifop. p, 101. 
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to enter the lifts with a more formidable enemy r . Before 
lie left that metropolis, he had appointed his generals, and 
named the officers and foldicrs who were to ferve under 
them. Vidtor was created general of the foot, and Hor- 
inifda of the horfe. The latter was the elder brother of 
Map or, king of Perfia •, but having been excluded from the 
crown, and kept ionic time under confinement, he found 
means to make his efeape, and took fanftuary in the court 
of Conftantine s - Julian, during his ftay at Antioch, pur- 
fued his preparations for the Perfian war, collecting his 
troops from all quarters, erecting magazines, making new 
levies, and, above all, confulting the oracles, arufpices, and 
magicians. The oracles of Delphi, Delos, and Dodona, 
allured him of victory h . But the amfpices, and moft of 
his courtiers and officers, itrenuoufly endeavoured to divert 
him from his intended expedition'. Ihe ambiguous an- 
fwers of the oracles, the confidence he repofed in the ma- 
gicians, and the defire of adding the Perfian monarch to 
the many kings he had already feen humbled at his feet, 
prevailed over all other confiderations. The Perfians, ac- 
cording to Theodoret, began hoftilities k , by making in- 
roads into Mefopotamia. But Libanus allures us, that the 
king of Perfia wrote to Julian, offering to conclude a peace 
upon fuch terms as he ffiould think juft and reafonable 
but that Julian, defirous to revenge the infults offered to the 
Romans by that haughty prince, tore the letter, and would 
hearken to no terms J . Socrates fpeaks of ambaffadors fent Will heart - 
by Sapor with advantageous propofals, but difmiffed by Ju- n9 
ban with this anfwer, that ere it was long, he hoped to " 
treat with their mafter in perfon m . 

Several nations offered Julian their affiftance, which he He dif- 
refufed, faying, lf The Romans are to affift their allies, but obliges the 
florid in no need of their affiftance. He likewife rejected Sarac * ns \ 
the offers of the Saracens, faying, when they complained 
of his flopping the penfion which was paid to their nation 
by other emperors, that a warlike prince had fteel, but no 
gold; which anfwer they refenting, joined the Perfians, 
and continued faithful to them to the laft. However, he 
wrote to Arfaces, king of Armenia, enjoining him to keep 
his troops in readinefs to execute the orders he fhould foon 
tranfmit. Having made the neceffary preparations for fo 
important a war, as foon as the feafon was fit for atflion, 

f Ammian- lib. xxii. n. 224- B Zof. lib. iii. p, 713. Abulfarag. 
p. go. h Theodor. lib. iii. cap. 16. Greg. Naz. Orat. p. 114- 

Plnloftorg. Jib. vii. cap. r 5. Liban.p. 252. I Amm. Jib xxiii. 
p. 245- fc- Theodor, lib. iii. cap. 16, p. 654. 1 Liban. 

Orat. x. p, 243—245. ® Socrat. lib. iii, p, 192. 
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he difpatched orders to his troops to pafs the Euphrates, 
with fcdefign to enter the enemy’s country before they had 
the lead notice of his march, placing guards for that pur- 
pofe on all the roads n . Before he left Antioch he appoint- 
ed Alexander, a cruel and paflionate man, governor of that 
Hefets out city, faying, K The citizens dtierve no better.” He march- 
from An. ed from Antioch on the fifth of March, and reached Li- 
tl0C l ' tarba the fame day, a village in the territory of Chalcis, 
about fifteen leagues from Antioch. The magistrates of 
that great city, who had attended him, wifhing him a happy 
journey, and a triumphant return, he told them, in great 
heat, that he would never vilit them again, being refolved 
m winter at Tarfus °. From Li tarba Julian proceeded to 
Eercea, where he halted a day, and pronounced a fpeech 
before the council of the place, exhorting them to adore 
the gods of their anceftors. He writes liimfelf, that they 
all heard him with attention, and commended him, but 
few followed his advice p (M), He was better pleafed 

n Julian. Ep. xxvih p. j6 0 . ® Evagr. lib. vi. cap. n. p. 452. 

Julian, p. 156. Aininun. p. 239. P Lib. Vit. p. 44. Socrat. lib. 

iii. cap. 17. p. 190. 

(M) At the head of the coun- fonable (faid he) to ufe any vio- 
cil was a zealous Chriilhin, who lence in point of religion. Al- 
had not only difinherited, but low your fon to protefs a reli- 
lurned out ol doors, his fon, gion diffei ent from your’s, as I 
for renouncing the Chiifiian allow you to profefs one differ- 
religion As Julian approach- ent from mine, though I might 
ed heruea, the fon, accusing ealily oblige you to renounce 
him, acquainted him with the it.” “ What! (replied the fa- 
treatment he had received from ther) are you fpeaking in favour 
his father, and the motive of of an impious wretch abhorred 
his indignation. The emperor, by heaven, who lias preferred 
pitying his condition, bid him falfliood to truth, and renounc- 
take courage, and be under no ed the worfhip of thetrue God, 
concern: “For I will take to fall down before idols?” 
upon me (added he) to appeafe “ Injuries and invectives (re- 
your father, and reinftate you plied Julian, interrupting him) 
in his favour.” Mindful of are foreign to our purpofe ; 
his protnife, the fame day he and therefore I beg you would 
invited the chief citizens of Be- forbear them.” Then turning 
roea, and, among the red, both to the fon, “ It is incumbent 
the father and fon, to fup with upon me (faid he) to take care 
him. The two latter he placed or you, iince your father is 
by him ; and in the midft of deaf to my prayers and intrea- 
thfe banquet, turning to the fa- ties in your behalf (i), 
ther, “ I do not think it rea- 


with 


CO Theod. lib. iii. cap. 17. p. 655, 656, 
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with the inhabitants of Batne, the next city lie vifited ; for 
they had, before his arrival, reilored the public worfhip of 
the gods. There he offered facrifices, atiri having immolated 
a great number of vidlims, he purlued the next day his jour- 
ney to Hierapolis, the capital city of the province of Euphra- 
tefiana, whicn he reached on the ninth of March. He was 
met at a great diftance by crouds of people ; but, as he en- 
tered the city, fifty foldiers were killed, and a great many- 
more hurt, by the fall of a porch At Hierapolis he refided 
in tli e huufe of a man for whom he had a particular efteem 
and veneration, becaufe he was the fon-in-law of Sopater, 
the difriple of Iamblichus, and becaufe neither Conftantius 
nor Gallus, who had both lodged in his houfe, had ever 
been able to prevail upon him to renounce the worfhip of 
his idols. He left Hierapolis on the thirteenth of March, 
and having palled the Euphrates on a bridge of boats with 
his army, he marched to Batmc, a fmall city of Ofihoene, 
about ten leagues from Hierapolis, different from the city 
of the fame name in Syria r . From Batnae he proceeded 
to Charrlix, where, in the famous temple of the Moon, 
he performed fome private ceremonies. While he was at 
Charrhx, being informed that a party of the enemy’s horTe , 
had broken into the Roman territories, he refolved to leave 
an army in Mefopotamia to guard the frontiers of the em- 
pire on that bde, while he advanced on the other into the 
heart of the Perfian dominions \ This army confided, ac- 
cording to fome c , of twenty thoufand, according to others, 
of thirty thoufand, chofen troops ; and was commanded 
by Procopius and Sebaftian, a famous Manichean, who 
had been governor of Egypt, and had perfecuted, with the 
utmoft cruelty, the orthodox Chriftians. Thefe two were 
to join, if poirible, Arfaces king of Armenia, to lay wafte 
the fruitful plains of Media, and join the emperor in AfTyria. 

There were two roads leading from Charrhx to Perfia, 
the one to the left by Nifibis, and through the province of 
Adiabene ; the other to the right, through AfTyria, along 
the banks of the Euphrates. On both thefe roads Juliait 
had caufed magazines to be erected, but chofe the latter. 
After having from an eminence viewed his army, amount- 
ing to fixty-three thoufand men, he fet out on the twenty- 
fifth of Mai;ch for Davanna, or Dabana, in Mefopotamia, 
and arrived next day at Callinifus or Callinicum, where he 
flopped the twenty-feventh to celebrate the feaft of the mo- 

q Julian. Ep. xxvii- p. 159- Liban. Orat. xii. p. 31 1. r Am- 

mian. lib. xxiii. p. 239, 240. 1 Idem. ibid. 1 Zof. lib, 

iii. p. 71 4. Soz. lib. vi. p. 634. 
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'ther of the gods. The day following he proceeded on his 
march, and encamped that night in the fields near the Eu- 
phrates, where he found his fleet, confifting of feven hun^ 
dred gallies, and four hundred fhips of burden, commanded 
by count Lucilianus, and the tribune Conflantianus. From 
Callicinum he proceeded to Cercufium, culled alfo Circe- 
fium, fituated at the conflux of the Abora and the Eu- 
phrates, one of the ftrongefl: places in Mcfopotamia, hav- 
ing been fortified by Diocletian, to prevent the fudden ir- 
ruptions of the Perfians, who, in his reign, had even fur- 
prifed Antioch. At this place Julian palled the Abora with 
his whole army, and then ordered the bridge to be broken 
down, that his foldiers might not be tempted to defert. 
From Cercufium he advanced to Zaitha, where the tomb 
of the emperor Gordian was ftill vifible. On the feventh 
of April a foldier and two horfes were ltruck dead by light- 
ning ; and a lion of an extraordinary fize, prefenting bim- 
fe If to the army, was difpatched by the foldiers with a 
fliower of darts. Thefe omens occasioned great dilputes 
between the philofophers and the arufpices, the latter in- 
terpreting them as inaufpicious, and adviiing the emperor 
not to proceed on his intended expedition, and the former 
refuting their arguments w ith otheis more agreeable to Ju- 
lian’s temper h 

The emperor, after having puffed the Abora, which part- 
ed the Roman and Pcrfian dominions, encouraged his men 
with an animating fpcech to revenge the many injuries 
and infults, which of late years had been offered by the 
haughty enemy to the Roman emperors. When he had 
concluded his fpcech, he ordered large funis to be diftri- 
buted among them, amounting to a hundred and thirty 
pieces of filver a man, fays Ammianus. He then proceeded 
on his march with the grcaceft order and precaution ima- 
ginable. Nevitta led the right wing along the Euphrates; 
Arintheus and Hormifda conduced the left,, with fome 
troops of horfe ; Julian himfelf commanded in the center^ 
and the rear was brought up by Dagalaiphus, Vi&or, &nd 
Secundinus : a body of fifteen hundred horfe was appoint- 
ed to fcour the country for intelligence* and to prevent any 
furprize. To llrike the greater terror into the enemy, he 
ordered his ranks to be extended ; by vrhich means the 
army took up about ten miles, and appeared at a diftance 
far more numerous than it really was Having paffed the 
Abor^i he entered AfTyria* fays Ammianus; but, accord- 

u Ammian. p, 244—146. w Zof. p. 71 5. Liban. Qrat: xiu 
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ing to Libanius, he crolfed vaft defefts before he reached 
that province, which he found very populous, and abound- 
ing with all the neceflaries of life ; but he laid it vi^afte to a He layi 
great extent, fetting fire to the magazines, and deftroying wujie Af. 
the provifions which he could^not carry off. By thefe fy rlam 
means he put it out of his power to take the fame route on 
his return. Six or feven days after he had pafTed the Abora, 
he arrived at a fort called Annathan, which capitulated 
upon the firft fummons; whereupon Julian preferred the 
oificerwho commanded there, named Pufeus, to the rank 
of a tribune. He ever after ferved the Romans with great 
fidelity, and was finally created duke of Egypt. 

Julian burnt all the places he found abandoned by the in- n e reducei 
habitants, but left feveral fortrefles behind him, without federal 
attempting to reduce them, upon their prum ifing to fubmit towns and 
when he lhould have fubdued the reft of the country *. fortrejftu 
After the army had repaired the Euphrates, at Baraxmal- 
cha, Hormifda would have fallen into an ambufeade con* 
trived by the enemy, had he not been fortunately prevented 
by a canal, which he could not pafs, from advancing to a 
place where a body of Perfians lay concealed, under the 
conduct of Surena y . After this efcape Julian palled, with 
great difficulty, an arm of the Euphrates, which was fwellcd 
to an unufual height by the melting of the Blow; and be- 
fieged Berfabora, or Pyrifabora, next to Ctefiphon, the 
ftrongeft place in Aflyria, fortified with a double wall and 
a citadel, and defended by a numerous garrifon. But Ju- 
lian, furmounting all difficulties, reduced it irl two days, 
in fpite of the mollc vigorous rehftance both from the gar- 
rifon and the inhabitants, who fought like men in defpair. 

He found in the place a great quantity of provifions, and 
diftribured among his foldiers, who began to mutiny, a 
hundred pieces of filver a man, having with difficulty pre- 
vailed upon them to be fatisfied with that fum. Having 
thus pacified the army, and fet fire to the town, he purfuea 
his march, and entered a country which the enemy, fore- 
feeing he would pafs that way, had laid under water; but 
the foldiers, animated by the example of their leader, waded 
through it with great refolution, and, arriving at Maioza^ 
malcha, a place of great ftrength, which refufed to fub^ 
mit, they drew a double line rouhd ft, battering the walls 
night and day without intermiffian ; but the befieged obfti- 
nately refilled, till the Romans, by means of a mine, forced 
the city, while the Perfians were bufied in defending the 
walls. Julian, incenfed againft the governor for not fur- 

* Ammian. lib, xxiv. p, 265, 7 Zof, p. 715. 
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rendering the place at the ftipulated time, and for calling 
Hormifda a traitor, ordered him to be burnt alive, and 
gave up the city to be plundered by the foldiers. 

As the army was now within feven miles of Ctefiphon, 
and Victor, who had furveyed all the roads, alluring them 
thejr had nothing to apprehend, they advanced to a city, 
which had been formerly ruined, fays Ammianus, by a 
Roman emperor, meaning, according to fome, Seleucia, 
ruined by Lucius Verus, and, according to others, Sabata, 
about three miles from Ctefiphon, the great metropolis of 
the Perfian empire 1 . From this place they advanced to a 
fort, which was taken by afiault, after a Ihortbut vigorous 
refiftance, Julian himfelf having narrowly efcaped being 
killed by a Ihower of arrows difeharged againft him as he 
was viewing the walls. Having rafedthe fort, he allowed 
his army fome time to refrefh themfelves and then, caus- 
ing the canal to be cleanfed, which had been formerly dug 
by Trajan between the Euphrates and the Tigris, lie con- 
veyed by that channel his fleet from the former to the latter 
river. Then he conducted his army to Coche, a place of 
confiderable ftrength, Handing on the Tigris, oppofite Cte- 
fiphon ; but we are not told that he attacked it. All we 
know is, that he palled the river with no lefs ralhnefs than 
courage, in fpite of the utmofl eflorts of the enemy en- 
camped on the Dppofite bank, whom he forced to retire, 
and Ihelter themfelves within the walls of Ctefiphon. Some 
of the Romans purfued them to the gates of the city, which 
they would have entered with the enemy, had not Vidtor 
prudently reftrained them. The Perfians loft on this occa- 
fion, according to fome, two thoufand five hundred, accord- 
ing to others, fix thoufand men, and the Romans but fe- 
venty or feventy-five. Only part of the Roman army pafled 
the Tigris that day, and made themfelves mailers of the 
Perfian camp. The reft followed the next, and the em- 
peror, with his guards, three days after 3 . Julian conti- 
nued fome days encamped before Ctefiphon ; but not dar- 
ing to attack it, as it was very ftrong, plentifully fupplied 
with provifions, and defended by a very numerous garrifon, 
he contented himfelf with fending Arintheus to ravage the 
neighbouring country b . 

In the mean time the king of Perfia was aflembling, on 
the moft; diftant confines of his kingdom, a formidable 
army, to fall upon Julian in his retreat. However, he fent 
deputies to propofe terms of accommodation) being de- 

* Ammian, p. 171, Zof. p. 721, "Liban, p. 319. b Am- 
mian. p. 21 . 
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firous to put a period to fo deftruflive a war. Thefe ap- 
plied to Hormifda, as their countryman, and their king's 
brother, who immediately flew to the emperor with the 
agreeable tidings ; but Julian, inflead of accepting the pro- He rejefft 
pofals, ordered Hormifda to difmifs the ambaffadors pri- P ro P v /ahof 
vately, and give out, that they were only fome of his old t eacr ' 
friends come to vifit him ; for he apprehended, that both 
the foldiers and officers would have difapproved of his pur- 
fuing fo dangerous and tedious a war, when peace might 
have been concluded upon honourable and advantageous 
terms. The propofals being reje&ed, Julian, contrary to 
the advice of his officers, refolved to advance farther into 
Perfia; but the army had no fooner began their march, 
than, on mature deliberation, he thought it more advife- He turns , 
able to return, not by the way he came, the country on back 9 tviik- 
t,i a t fide being laid wafte, but to take his route along the out 
banks of the Tigris, without even attempting to reduce ^mptmpen 
Ctefiphon, though he had lain feveral days before it. Ctefiphtn* 

He marched fome time along the Tigris, which was on 
his left, being conducted by guides well acquainted with 
the country; but who in the end betrayed him: for, as 
they were natives of Perfia, they perfuaded him to quit the 
river, and take a quite different route, nutwithftanding the 
remonftrances of Hormifda, and all the officers of the 
army; who, confidering the guides as perfons fent by the Deceived 
enemy on purpofe to deceive, ufed every effort to divert by t reache- 
Julian from following their advice ; but he, repofing an roujgnides B 
entire confidence in them, refolved not only to leave the ^ rns 
Tigris, but to burn his fleet, left the enemy fliould become fln ^ €9t% 
mailers of it. This refolution alarmed the whole army, 
but was neverthelefs put immediately' in execution, only 
twelve fmall veffels being referved, which were to be con- 
veyed over land in waggons, to make bridges, if there 
fhould be occafion. When the fleet was firft fet on fire, 
the army began to mutiny, and exclaim with one voice, 

11 That the emperor was betrayed ; that the pretended 
guides were real traitors, fent by the enemy on purpofe to 
lead them to deftruiflion.” Julian, to appeafe the foldiery, 
ordered the guides to be put to the rack, when they 
owned their treachery, confeffing, that, in advifing him to 
burn the fleet, they had no other defign but to ruin him 
and the army. In confequence of this confeffion, every 
means was tried to extinguifh the fire, but the flames could 
not be overcome; for the whole fleet, except the above 
mentioned twelve veffels, was reduced to afhes c . Julian 


* Ammian. lib. xaiv, p. z8i. Liban. p. 301. Zonar.p. *3. 
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purfued his march through a country, fays Ammianus, very 
fruitful in itfelf, but ravaged and laid defolate by the enemy ; 
infomuch that the Romans were reduced to the laft extre- 
mity, wanting provifions, and at the fame time harafled 
without interm ffion by flrong parties, who attacked them 
both in front and rear, 

Jplian, not knowing what route to take in a ftrange 
country, and finding his army difpirited, fummoned a 
council of all the chief officers of the army, when, after 
many confultations, they refolved to march towards Cor- 
duene, which lay louth of Armenia, and belonged to the 
Romans. Purfuant to this refolutinn, they moved for- 
ward on the fixteenth of June \ but had not marched far, 
when they difeovered at fome diftance a very numerous 
body advancing againft them. This was the Perfian army, 
Commanded by the king in perfon, attended by two of his 
fons, and all the nobility of the kingdom. The Romans re- 
turned to their camp, where they weie, in a manner, be- 
fieged the next day by the troops of the enemy. Several 
fkirmiffies happened pn that and the ten following days, in 
which the Perfians were conftantly repulfed. In a {harp 
encounter on the fwenty-fecond of June, almoft the whole 
Perfian army engaged ; but were, after a very vigorous re- 
finance, put to the rout with great (laughter- The Ro- 
mans remained mailers of the lipid ; but found little fatif- 
fa&ion in a victory which could not relieve their wants in 
a country where no provifions were to be had, the corn, 
grad, and every thing elfe, being burnt by the enemy. 
Julian himfelf laboured under the greatefh perplexity and 
uneafinefs, finding the Perfians were refolved to oppofe his 
march, and attempt all means to diftrefs him, without 
coming to a general engagement. At length, the night 
preceding the twenty-fixth of June, as be arofe, according 
to cultom, about midnight, and was bufied in his tent in 
reading or writing, he is faid to have beheld fuddenly be- 
fore him, with a countenance full of forrow, the fpeCtre 
reprefenting the genius of the empire, which had appeared 
to him upon his being declared emperor. He w as in fome 
degree terrified at this unexpended fight, ami at other 
pmens which happened at the fame time, and were looked 
Upon by thp arufpices as portending fome great misfortune, 
if he fliould undertake any thing that day. But Julian, 
defpifing the predictions of his foothfayers, as foon as it was 
light, ordered his army to decamp, being probably no 
lonper able to fubfiltin the fame plac^. 

Pn his march he was attacked on all fules by the enemy, 
who* after they had difeharged their arrows, which never 

failed 
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failed doing great execution, retired, without giving him an harajfed 
opportunity of revenging the death of thofe who fell. In on ^ u 
one of thefe fuddcn onfets, the emperor flying, without his H 

armour, to oppofe the enemy, was mortally wounded by a arm y y ^nd 
dart, which, through his arm and fide, penetrated to his mortally 
liver. Thofe who were about him concluding, from his wounded, 
finking upon the neck of his horfe, that he was wounded, 
conveyed him fpeedily upon a large fhield to his tent, 
where Oribafus, a celebrated phyfician, and his intimate 
friend, attempted in vain to fave him, applying the molt 
powerful remedies his art could fuggeft. However, as the 
pain began to abate, he called for his arms and horfe, be- 
ing defirous to animate his men with his prefence ; but his 
ftrength not anfwering his courage, being greatly weakened 
by the lofs of blood, he was forced to continue in his tent, 
while his men, filled with rage, and breathing revenge, 
made a dreadful havock of the enemy, till night interrupted 
the daughter. Fifty Perfian lords of great diftintlion were 
killed, and an incredible number of other officers and com- 
mon foldiers- The P^omans loft Anatolius, who was ma- 
gifter ofheiorum, and generally efieemed an officer of great 
fkill and experience. The prefect Salluft was with diffi- 
culty refeued by his apparitors; but Phofphorius, his vicar, 
was flain, with many others in the right wing, where the 
tmperor commanded. 

While the battle continued, Julian lay languifhing in his 
tent ; and, being apprifed that his end approached, he ad- 
drefled thofe about him, who feemed greatly dejefted and 
concerned, in the following terms : tf I am now, my fellow- jiisfpeech 
foldiers, called upon to pay the lafl debt of nature, which I before hit 
do with a willing and ch earful mind, being taught by phi- death. 
lofophy, that the date of the foul is infinitely more happy 
than that of the body. Upon this confideration, I embrace 
death as the greatefl blefiing : it exempts me from the many 
clangers to which rny rank and reputation were daily ex- 
pofed. I have lived, fir ft in a private, and afterwards in an 
exalted flate ; and have fo behaved in both, as not to be 
confcious to myfdf of any atflion that gives me at prefent 
the lealt remorfe. I have flu died to govern with modera- 
tion, and, being well apprifed, that the end of all govern- 
ment is the happinefs of the people, I have, both in peace 
and war, endeavoured, as far as in me lay. to render them 
happy. I have great reafon to thank Divine Providence, 
for not having fullered me to fall by the hand of confpi- 
rators ; to languifh under a long and troublesome difeafe ; 
or to die like a criminal, as many innocent ancf deferving 
petfoi)5 have done. I fubmit with joy to the eternal and 
f P 4 immutablq 



2 1 6 The Conjtantinopolitan Hiftory . 

irpmutable decrees of the gods, though in the bloom of my 
?ge, being fenfible, that he who is fond of life when he 
ought to die, is as great a coward as he who defires to die 
when he ought to live- As for my fuccefTor, I decline 
naming any, left, through ignorance, I (hould omit a wor- 
thy perfon, or, by naming one equal to fo great a truft, 
expofe him to thofe dangers, which would inevitably attend 
his promotion, if it were not univerfally approved of. I 
therefore leave the choice to the commonwealth, and, like 
3 dutiful fon, w r ifli her a worthy governor to fucceed me.” 

Having thus fpoken, he difpofed of his private eftate, di- 
viding it amongfl his relations and friends; and not feeing 
Anatolius, enquired after him. LSalluft the prefeft told him 
he was happy, meaning he was dead, aceprding to the cx- 
prelfion then in ufe ; a cirrumfiance which feemed greatly 
to affeft him : but turning immediately to the philolophers 
Maximus and Prifcus, he difeourfed with them concerning 
the nature of the foul ; then calling for a glafs of cold wa- 
ter, he drank it, and having exprelTed his defire of being 
Yr. of FI. interred at Tarfus in Cilicia, he expired on the twenty-fixth 
aS, 3- of June, a little before midnight. He died in the thirty- 
L C^ii6i' f econc l Y car his a g e > after having reigned feven years, 
and fix months, from the time he had been created Caefar, 
"Julian dies, about three years fince he had taken the title of Auguftus, 
and only twenty months, not quite complete, fince, by the 
death of Conftantius, he became peaceable pofTeflor of the 
whole empire. 

Julian was, without all doubt, endowed with extraordi- 
nary parts, a great lover of learned men, and himfelf well 
verfed in molt branches of literature A . Ammianus greatly 
extols his moderation, and the mildnefs of his temper, no 
lefs oppofite to that of his brother Gallus, than the temper 
of Titus was to that of Domitian e . He could never en- 
dure the title of dominus, or lore/, though common to all 
princes fince the time of Dioclefian ; and had even fome 
thoughts of quitting the diadem, which, for many years, 
had been confidered as one of the enfigns of the fovereign 
power f , He made it his chief fludy to eafe the people, 
leflening the taxes throughout the empire, and exafting no 
more than was abfolutely necefiary for the defence and Sup- 
port of the ftate. All the cities ufed, purfuant to an an- 
cient cuftom, to prefent the new prince with crowns of 
gold, fome of which weighed a thoufand, and fome two 
thoufand ounces, and upwards; but Julian enafted a law. 


Hi. i cha- 
rafter. 


Hi j good 
qualities. 


* Vift. Epit, p. 545. e Ammian. lib, xvi. p. 63. Sc lib. xxii. 
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forbidding any city, however rich or populous, to offer a 
crown weighing above feventy ounces. He would not fuf- 
fer his officers or minifters to receive prefents from the peo- 
ple, upon any confideration whatever ; nor the foldiers 
to injure the fubje£ts*or allies of the empire, through whofe 
countries they marched. Libanius fpeaks much of the ex- 
traordinary care he took in regulating the public carriages, 
in chufing worthy magiftrates, in clearing the highways of 
robbers, and in relieving feveral cities, reduced by heavy 
taxes to a molt miferable condition. His bed, fays Mamer- 
tinus, was as pure and chafte as that of a Veftal virgin * ; 
and Ammianus declares, that he was an entire ftranger to 
all unlawful pleafures, and a declared enemy to lewdnefs 
and debauchery, He was generous, adds the fame author, 
valiant, finccre in his friendfhip, and kind to all, efpecially 
to fuch as were in diftrefs, and moft wanted his affiflance. 
Prudentius fpeaks of him as a prince who deferved well of 
the empire, both as a general and a lawgiver h . 

He was not, however, even in the opinion of his admirers, 
without fome faults. Ammianus owns him to have been of 
a fickle and changeable temper, ambitious beyond meafure 
of popular applaufe, elated with the lead fucccfs, and talk- 
ative to fuch a degree, that his tongue never ceafed The 
fame writer accufes him of cruelty and ingratitude, in con- 
demning XJrfula, to whom he owed the greateft obligations; 
and Libanius, though highly prejudiced in his favour, can- 
not help allowing him to have been fuperflitious to excefs, 
inconfiderate on many occafions, and too much attached to 
his own fentiments Ammianus condemns the cenforious 
temper, which he betrayed in a manner unworthy of a phi- 
lofopher, and below the dignity of a prince, in his Mifo- 
pogon, and his Cxfars, not fparing even the excellent em- 
peror M. Aurelius. The pagan writers themfelves, namely 
Eutropius l 9 Themiftius ni , and Ammianus Marcellinus, 
own, that his conduft towards the Chriftians was repugnant 
to the laws of humanity, and deferved to be buried in obli- 
vion ; which is more rhan a Chriftian writer of our days 
feems willing to allow (N). The 

fc Panegyr. xi. p. 230. h Prud. Apol. cap. 4. p.163. 

1 Ammian. lib. xxii. p. 10S. k Liban. Orat. xii. p. 304. 

1 Eutrop. p. 589. m Themift. Orat. v. p. 69. 

(N) As for the Chriftian guifmg them with a falfe fhew 
writers of ancient times, they of the oppofite virtues. His 
reprefent Julian as inclined to, true character is not to he 
and guilty of, the moft enor- learned either from the extra- 
iflous crimes - but craftily dif* vagant panegyrics of the Pa- 
gans, 
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The news of his death were Yeceived with inexpreflible 
joy by the Chriftians, and with the deepeft concern by the 
Pagans. The mefienger who brought it to Charrhse, was 
either ftoned to death by the populace n , or with difficulty 
efcaped the fury of the enraged multitude Several cities 
placed the. image of the deccafed prince amongfl thofe of 
their gods, and paid it the fame honours. Libanius, tran- 
fported with grief when he firft heard of his deceale, de- 
termined to lay violent hands on himfelf, not choofmg to out- 
live him ; but, upon reflexion, altered his refolution, and 
chofe to live, that he might have the fatisfatlion, as he 
himfelf tells us, of compofing his funeral oration (O). Of 
the feveral writers who flourifhed underjulian, the reader 


will find a fuccinft account 

n Zof. lib. iii. p. 733. 

£ans, or from the accounts 
of the Chriftian writers; but 
from a candid detail of his ad- 
miniftration, which was general- 
ly polite and upright. He un- 
doubtedly poftefled great ta- 
lents anti many princely vir- 
tues, which however were 
ftrongly allayed wiih caprice, 
obftinacy, felt- conceit and fu- 
perflition. 

(O) He wrote two difeonrfes 
on this occafion, the one to ex- 
prefs his own grief ( 1 ), the ci- 
ther to proclaim the prailes of 
Julian (2). From the latter, 
which contains thewhole hiftory 
of Julian’s life, and from the 
two orations written much a- 
bout the fame time, and on the 
lame fubjeft, by Gregory Nh- 
zianzen, an impartial reader 
will conclude, that both wri- 
ters are ftrangely biafed and pre- 
judiced, the one in his favour, 
the other againft him. Julian 
not only renounced the Chrif- 
tian religion, whence he was 
furnamed the Apoftate, but be- 
trayed a mortal hatred to thole 

(?) Liban. Orat. xi. 


in the note (P). 

CHAP. 

0 Liban. Orat. xii. p.330. 

who profefled it, traducing rhem 
with the name of Galileans, as 
heimpioufty ftyled our Saviour 
the Galilean, debarring them 
from all honours and employ- 
ments, both civil and military, 
and prohibiting them either to 
teach, or learn, the fciences. 
But we refer our readers to the 
ecclefiaftic writers for a more 
particular account of the perfe- 
ction he raifed againft the 
church, and oi his wild attempt 
to reftore Judailin, and rebuild 
the temple oi Jerufalem ; which 
is faid, by Ammiunus and o- 
thers to have been miraculoufly 
defeated hy fire ifluing out of 
the earth, and deftroving both 
the work and the workmen. 

(P) Ammianus Marcellinus, 
in his hiftory of the emperors, 
gives us a more paiticular ac- 
count of Julian’s reign, than any 
other writer ; and Eunapius, a 
moll: zealous ftickler for the an- 
cient religion of the Romans, 
often mentions, and highly 
commends Julian, in his hiftory 
of the fophifts. 

(?) Idem. Orat xii. 

Calliftu* 
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CHAP. LXI. 


The ffijlory of the Eajiern and Wejlern Empire, 
from the Death of Julian to the Death of 
Valens . 


^THE death of Julian was no fooner known than the chief Jovian 
^ officers of the army affembled, and unanimoufly chofe Jo- chofen cm- 
vian for his fuccefTor p, who was accordingly faluted with the 
title of Jovianus Auguftus, the day after Julian’s deaths that 


P Ammian. lib. xxv. p. 226. 


IS, 


Calliftus,. one of Julian’s offi- 
cers, wrote in verle, according 
to Socrates (3), the hiftory of 
that prince ; but his work has 
not reached our times. Julian 
himfelf defervcs to be ranked 
among the waiters of his lite; 
for he compofed the hiftory of 
his wars in Gaul (4), which 
has been long fince loft ; and 
gives 11s an account of the moil 
remarkable paifages of his life 
in his Mifopugon, in his letter 
to the Athenians, and in the 
writings which he publifhed in 
the year 362, the one upon 
Cybele, the other againft: a 
Cynic philofopher ( . He 
wrote another difeourfe againft 
the Cynics, particularly againft 
Heraclius or Heraclitus (6). 

But the moll famous of all Ju- 
lian’s works is that inti tied 
the Csefars ; which, in re- 
ality, is a fatire on all the em- 
perors from Julius Caftar to 
Conftantine and his children, 
Suidas aferibes two other works 
to him, the one on the Three 
Figures, which he does not ex- 
plain, and the other on the 

(3) Socrat. lib. iii. cap. »i. p 1 
(5) Julian. Orat. vii. p. 381. S 
ibid. p. 716— 718. (7) Lilian, 

nap. cap, 5. p. 76. &cap. 19. p. 139- 
J). Z05. (1) Suid. p. 319. I 1 ) 


Origin of Evils ; but both thefe 
works, as well as that which he 
wrote againft the Chriftians, 
have been long fince loft. He 
wrote many letters, of which 
fixty-four have reached our 
times, not counting thole which, 
by reafon of their length, have 
been ranked among his dif- 
courfes. Libanius, who pre- 
tends to have broughtthe epifto- 
lary ftyle to its greateft per- 
fection, fhares that glory with 
Julian, the elegance of whofe 
letters he greatly commends 
and admires (7). Under Julian 
fiourilhed Proerefes, a Chri Ilian 
fophift, much efteeined for his 
learning and eloquence. Ori- 
bafus, a famous phylician, was 
a native of Pergamus in Afia, 
according to Eunapius (8), of 
bard is, according to Philoltor- 
gius (9) and Suidas (1). He 
ltudied phyfic under Zeno of 
Cyprus, to whom Julian wrote 
a letter, inviting him to Alex- 
andria, whence George, the fa- 
mous Arian bifhop, had caufed 
him to be banifhed (2). 

When Julian was created Cke- 

(4) Liban, Orat. v. p. 17B- 

d. p. 1148. C 6 ) J u,,an - 

Orat. v. p. 184. (8) Eu- 

(9) Phi I of. lib. vii. cap. 15. 
Julian, Ep' xlv, p. 19 s * 
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is, the twenty-feventh of June of this year 353. He was 
the only furviving child of Verronianus, a native of Singi- 

dunum 

far, he took OribafuB with him Prufa in the fame province (7). 
into Gaul, and repofed fuch Hiineras and Proerefes, ofwhom 
confidence in him, fays Euna- we hare ipoken above, were at 
pius (2), as to make him privy the fame time profeflors of do- 
to his greateft fecrets, that is, quence at Athens, and rivals ( 9 ) . 
to his idolatry; for Oribafus .In the hiftory of Julian’s reign, 
was himfclf a Pagan. Oriba- we have mentioned the philofo- 
fus, at the requell of Julian, pher Maximus, who firfl in- 
abridged, firfl, the works ofGa- dined that prince to idolatry, 
len, and afterwards thofe of all and the lludy of magic. He 
the moll able phyficians. He was a native, either of Smyrna, 
attended Julian into Perfia, and as we read in Eunapius (6) ; 
did all that lay in his power to or of Ephefus, as Ammianus 
cure his wound, but without maintains (1); and brother to 
fuccefs. After the death of the philofopher Claudianus, 
that prince, his patron and be- who taught at Alexandria, and 
nefaftor, he was llripp^d of all to the fophiil Nymphidianus, 
his wealth, and banifhed to the profelfor of rhetoric at Smyrna, 
countries of the Barbarians (3), and afterwards fecretary to Ju- 
or abandoned, to ufe the ex- lian. Maximus mull have been 
prclfion of Eunapius, to the well veiled in polite learning. 
Barbarians, who were moll re- fince Julian fubmitted all his 
markable for their cruelty (4). compofuions to his judgment 
However, he was grearly re- (z); and Eunapius has placed 
fpefted by them, and honoured his life among thofe of the fo- 
by their princes, on account of phifts, though he is commonly 
the art he profelfed. Atlength lly led Maximus the Philofo- 
the Roman emperors recalled pher. Julian invited him to 
him, and reftored his ellate, and court about the beginning of 
all his effefts (5). He gave the year 362, where he behaved 
fome eafe to Chryfanthus in his as Eunapius himfelf owns (3), 
lad malady at Sardes ; but could in a manner altogether unwor- 
not cure him (6). He was Hill thy of a philofopher. He re- 
living, when Eunapius wrote turned to his native country, as 
the lives of the fopmifts, that appears from Julian’sletters (4), 
is, about the year 400. Hime- for the recovery of his health ; 
ras, a celebrated fophiil in Ju- but came again to court, and, 
Ban’s time, was a native of hi- together with Prifcus, attended 
thynia, and the fon of Ami- Julian in his Parthian expedi- 
nius, who taught rhetoric at tioix ( 5 ) . Thefe two were, with- 

C^l Eunap. cap. 29. p. 140. (3) Fhot. cap. zi6, 217. p. 556, 

557- (4) Idem. cap. 218. p. 557, (5) Idem, p.560. 

(6) Eunap. cap. 21. p. 160. (7) Phot. cap. 165. p. 363. Eunap. 

cap. iz. p. 129. (B) Idem, cap. 8. p. 119. (9) Eunap. 

cap. 5- p. 67- & 16, p. 137. (1) Aramian. lib. xxix. p. 350. 

(2) Julian, ep. xvi. p. 131. (3) Eunap. cap. 5. p.77.79. 

(4) Julian, ep. xv. xvi. xxxviii. (5) Eun cap. 5. p, 81. Amnu 
lib. xxv. p.ipi. 

®ufc 
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dunum in Pannonia, or rather in Mcefia r , who had lately 
refigned the eminent poft of comes domefticorum, to lead 

a private 


r Vi ft. Epit. 


out all doubt, in the num- 
ber of thole obllir.ate and igno- 
rant philosophers, who, accord- 
ing to Ammumus, had great in- 
fluence at court, and urged the 
emperor to that wild enter- 
prize, again (l the fentiments 
of the officers of the army. 
Hence, when intelligence of 
Julian’s death were brought to 
Antioch, the people, in the 
transports of their joy, cried 
out, tl Thus are the predic- 
tions of the falfe prophet Maxi- 
mus fulfilled 6).” Eunapius 
writes, that Jovian continued 
to honour Maximus, and the 
other philofophers, who had 
followed Julian (8). Be that 
as it will, they were treated 
in a very different manner 
by Valentinian and Valens, 
who hated all the friends of Ju- 
lian, and, above the reft, thefe 
two philofophers, accufed, as 
they were addicted to the itudy 
of magic, of having brought 
upon the princes the maladies 
with which they were both Seiz- 
ed about the beginning of A- 
pril in 364 (8). Prifcus, how- 
ever, was acquitted; but the 
foldiery and populace were, 
with difficulty, restrained by 
Salluftius Secundus from tear- 
ing Maximus to pieces. Hav- 
ing efcaped the rage of the mul- 
titude, he was condemned to 
pay a greater fine than he was 


able to difeharge, and kept a 
clofe prifoner till the end of the 
year 365- (9), when, by the 
mediation of Themiitius, who 
recommended him to Valens, 
in a Speech pronounced before 
that prince, and by the interefl 
of Clearchus, a zealous Pagan, 
he was fet at liberty, and nut 
only forgiven the fine, but ref- 
tored to his eltare, and fullered 
to return to Conihntinople, 
where he was very well receiv- 
ed (1). But his happinefs was 
Ihort-lived ; for he was accufed, 
with Several other philofophers, 
as a magician, in 371, Sound 
guilty of magical praftices, and 
being Sentenced to death, was 
beheaded at Ephefus the Same 
year (z). Chryfanthus was a 
native of Sardes in Lydia, in 
which city his father was Sena- 
tor. He lludied with Maximus 
under Edefus of Cappadocia, a 
Platonic philofoper and magi- 
cian ; and then returned to his 
native city, where he continued, 
notwithftanding the repeated 
and preiting Solicitations of Ju- 
lian and Maximus, inviting him 
to court. Julian created him 
pontiff of Lydia, in which em- 
ployment he had the prudence 
not to opprefs the Chriftians, 
and therefore was fuffered by 
the Chriftian emperors to live 
unmolefted (3). He lived to 
the age of eighty (4). Prifcus 


(6) Theodor, lib. iii. cap. zx. p. 659. (7) Eunap. cap. 3. 

p. 8z. (8) Zof. lib. iv. p. 734., 735. (9) Ib id, p. 37*. 

Ammian. lib. xxv\. p.315. Eunap. cap. 5 p. 83' Themilt Orat 
vii. p. jod. (i) Idem. p. 99, 190. Eun, p- 84—87. (2) Amrii. 

Jib. xxix. p, 393. Socrat. p. 39. Eunap. p. 87. (3) Eunap. 

Cap. j, p. 69, 80. & cap. 11 . p. 144—149. (4) Mem. p. 1 ji. 
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lities i 


a private and retired life. He was adeemed one of the bed 
commanders of his time, and the reputation which he had 
acquired in the army greatly contributed to the promotion 
of his fon 5 . The firft public aft of Jovian after his elec- 
tion, was to name his father for his colleague in the con- 
fulfhip againft the enfuing year ; for Verronianus was fa i cl 
to have been foretold in a dream, that his fon fhould be 
one day raifed to the empire, and he to the confulfhip ; but 
he died before he had the honour of difeharging that office, 
or the fatisfaftion of feeing his fon emperor, though he 
had been informed of his promotion Jovian, or Flavius 
Claudius Jovianus, as he is ftyled on an ancient coin, was 
born about the year 331, and married Carito, the daughter 
of Lucillianus, a commander of great reputation, often 
mentioned by Ammianus. by her he had, according to 
Philoftorgius u , a fon named Verronianus, who was bora 
about the time Jovian was created emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention: indeed, Zonaras fays, 
in exprefs terms, that Verronianus was his only child w . 

As Jovian was a zealous Chriftian, we ffiall not copy his 
charafter from the Chriftian writers, who may be fufpeft- 
ed of partiality, but from the Pagans, who cannot be 
thought to have been biafi'ed in his favour. Among thefe 
Eutropius commends his affable, mild, and generous tem- 
per; amt adds, that no perfon could, with juftice, accufe 
him of negleft or imprudence in the difeharge of his duty x . 
Ammianus Marcellinus y , and Viftor the Younger z , de- 


3 Tliemift, Orat. v. p. 65. t Socrat. lib. iii. cap. z6. p. 205. 

u Philuftorg. lib. viii. cap. p. 12. w Z on. p. 25. x Eutrop- 

p, 5B9. y Ammian. p. 296. z Vi < 5 V. p. 79. 

was born in the country of the ceive him in a friendly manner, 
Molofli, or Thefproti, in Epi- though he was not a little pre- 
rus ; and fludied under Edel'us, judiced againif him (5). He 
with Maximus and Chryfan- followed Julian into Perfia, and 
thus. Afterwards he retired to was accufed, with Maximus, of 
Greece, whence he was invited magical praftices under Va- 
by Julian to court, and com- lens ; but difeharged, and fuf- 
plied with the requeft. He was fered to return to Greece,, 
perhaps more efteemed by that where he lived to the age of 
prince than Maximus himfelf. ninety, and upwards (6) ; and 
He attended the emperor to was killed, with many others, 
Antioch, and prevailed upon by the Goths, who, in 395, ra- 
him to admit Libanius to vaged Greece under the conduft 
his prefence, and even to re- of the famous Alaric (7). 

(5) Eunap. cap. 5. p. 69. Lib. Vit. p. 4m. (6) Ammian 

lib. xxv. p. 291. ( 7 ) Suid. p. 1155. Socrat. lib. iii. cap. 1. 

Zof. Jib. iv. p. 735. Phot. cap. 165, 

feribe 
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fcribe him as well-fliaped in bis perfon, of a majeftic air’ 
of a gay and agreeable afpeCt, of an even, affable, and 
courteous temper, naturally inclined to mercy, and a great 
encourager of learning, being himfelf pretty well acquaint- 
ed with the fciences. From the few officers he preferred 
during his fhort reign, we may judge how circumfpeCt he 
would have been in the diltribution of offices, had he lived 
longer. Themiftius bellows fli 11 greater encomiums 4 ; but 
we lay no great ftrefs upon them, ns coming from a pane- 
gyrift. On the other hand, Suidas b paints him in quite 
different colours, following Eunapius, who, by his impla- 
cable hatred to the Chrillian religion, was often led into 
grofs miftakes. Ammianus does not forget to mention his aUtyed 
vices, as well ns his virtues, telling us, that he was natu- wnhfomi 
rally timorous, a great eater, and much addicted to wine ia on£J ‘ 
and women. The fame author obferves, that Jovian had 
a great refpeCt and veneration for the law of the Chriflians ; 
for he had always made an open profeflion of the Chriflian 
religion, even in the reign of Julian, defpifing both hi?, 
threats and promifes c . His promotion was difagreeablc to 
the Pagans, as appears from the manner in which Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus fpeaks of it. 

The army was in a ftrangc country, far from home, with 
an enraged enemy round them, deftitute of provifions, and 
confequently reduced to the neceffity of periffiing, either 
with hunger, or by the arms of the incenfed Perfians. Jo- 
vian, who was obliged to ftruggle with two fuch formidable 
enemies, did not fo much dread the latter as the former : 
he repulfcd the Perfians with great daughter, as often as 
they ventured to attack him, as Ammianus tells us in ex- 
prefs terms d ; a teftimony which is fufficientto refute what 
.Libanius writes of the great advantages gained over Jovian 
by the Perfians c . But the valour and experience of Jovian 77 \ e army 
was not proof againlt the famine which raged in his camp, reduced 
and would not have left one man alive in the whole army, great 
had not heaven unexpectedly declared in his favour, to ufe ^ ral Sm 
the expreflion of Ammianus, by inclining the enemy to 
offer conditions of peace at fo critical a conjuncture, lhat 
writer is of opinion, that the Perfians, through mere pity 
and compaffion, offered to treat ; and Libanius cannot con- 
ceive what could induce them to think of a peace, when 
they had reafon to promife themfelves the greateft advan- 
tages from the continuation of the war. The negotiations 

51 Themift. Orat. v. p, 63. b Suid. p. 1x44. c Theodor, 

lib. iv, cap. 1. p- 660. d Aram. lib. xxv. p. *97, e Lit>. 

Orat. xii. p. 3*4. 
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Ia(led four days, a delay which proved mofe infupportable 
to the Romans, fays Ammianus, than the greatefl: tor- 
ments, occafioned by the famine which raced ill the camp. 
Befides the dreadful extremity to whtth the army was re- 
duced, Jovian was apprehenfive, and not without reafon, 
of the defigns of Procopius, Julian’s kinfman f . No won- 
der, therefore, that lie fubmitted to a peace upon terms 
difhonourable, we own, in themfelves, blit abfolutely ne- 
cellary to extricate himfelf, and fo many brave men, from 
the difficulties into which they had been drawn by the te- 
merity and imprudence of Julian. A peace was agreed on 
for twenty-nine years, upon Jovian’s promifing to abandon 
and yield np to the Perfians the five provinces on the Ti- 
gris, which had been wreited from them in the reign of 
Dioclefian, with feveral cattles, and die cities of Nifibis 
and Singara. To this article was added another, in itfelf 
no lefs ihameful ; which was, not to afford any affittance 
to A r faces, king of Armenia, againfl: the Perfians, though 
ArfaceS was a faithful friend and ally of the empire. Jo- 
vian, however, with difficulty, prevailed upon the king of 
Perfia to fuffer the inhabitants of Nifibis and Singara to 
withdraw with their effefts into the Roman territories s. 
The 1 ofs of Nifibis, which was the bulwark of the empire 
againfl the Perfians, chiefly affeffed the Romans ; and Am- 
mianus labours to exaggerate that lofs, in order to raife the 
public odium againfl: Jovian, to whom he is favourable on 
no occafion. 

Jovian, after the conclufion of the treaty, puifued his 
retreat-, and having puffed the Tigris, and a long tra& of 
defert, without being niolefled by the enemy, he arrived at 
Ur, a Perfian fortrefs between the Tigris and the city of 
Niiibis, where he was relieved by Caffianus, governor of 
Mefopotamia, and Mauritius, a tribune, with fuch provi- 
fions as the army commanded by Procopius and Sebaftian 
could fpare *, for he had fent the two former officers to ac- 
quaint the latter with the extremity to which he was re- 
duced \ From Ur he difpatched meflengers into Illyricum 
and Gaul, with the news of Julian's death, and his own 
promotion. At the fame time he appointed Lucilianus, 
his father-in-law, commander in chief of the horfe and 
foot in Illyricum and Italy, and Malarious general of the 
troops in Gaul, in the room of Jovinus. Then continuing 
his march, he entered the Roman tetritories at a place call- 

f Arnmian. lib, xxfii. p. *40. S Z of. p. 730. Buf. ibid. 

Greg. Naz. Oral. iv. p, it*. b Arftmian, lib. Xxv. p. 301, & feq. 
Zof. lib. iiL p. 730. 
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ed Thifalphata, and was met by Procopius and Scbaftianj Jovian 
who commanded the army which Julian had left in Mefo- purfuts hit 
potamia. The emperor received them in a very obliging rf}arch t0 
manner, and foon after fent Procopius, who was Julian’s Ro ! 7iart 
kinfman, to attend the corpfe of that prince to Tarfus, in ommgn * m 
the fuburbs of which city he was buried, purfuant to the 
s orders he had given before he expired. When the funeral 
ceremonies were over, Procopius privately withdrew from 
Tarfus ; and though diligent fearch was made after him in 
all parts of the empire, he never could be difcoveied, till 
be a (Turned the purple in 365. from Thifalphata the em- 
peror advanced to Nifibis ; but encamped without the walls* 
though greatly importuned by the inhabitants to lodge in 
the palace. He was alhamed, fays Ammianus, to enter a 
city which he had (lipulated to deliver up to the enemy. 

Next day Binefes, a Perfian lord of great diftinflion, who 
attended Jovian in the quality of a hoftage, demanded the 
city to be delivered up, purfuant to the articles of the 
treaty. 

The inhabitants ftrenuoufly endeavoured to divert the 
emperor from complying with his demand ; they earneftly 
intreated him to allow them to defend the place of their 
nativity, without putting the public to theleaft charge, tell- 
ing the emperor, that they were inured to the fatigues of a 
hegc, and knew how to check the Perfian pride. But Jo- pWv di* 
vian infilling upon complying with the treaty, and the ob- /TiXT/Vr* 
ligation of his oath, Binefes was, by his order, admitted f iaTiSl 
into the city, of which he took polTeffion in his matter's 
name, by fetting up the Perfian ftandard. At the fame 
time the inhabitants were commanded to quit their native 
city, and retire with their efFefts. This order occafioned 
the moft melancholy fight, fays Ammianus, the fun ever 
beheld Chryfoftom likewife deferibes their departure in 
a very affedting manner k . But the emperor, alleging the 
fandity of his oath, was deaf to their cries, intreaties, and 
lamentations ; fo that the city was evacuated in three days, 
every one curling, as they departed, a peace which had 
proved more fatal to them than the moft bloody wars. All 
the roads were crowded with thefe forlorn exiles, loaded 
^vith what they could carry ; but greatly grieved for the 
lofs of many valuable things, which, for want of convex 
nient carriages, they had been obliged to abandon. Moft 
of them retired to Amida, and were placed by the emperor 
in the fuburbs of t (1 at city, which, by this acceflion, re- 
paired all the lolTeii it had fuftained in the time ol ConftaA- 


* Aramian, p. 304. 

Vot, XiV. 


k Chryf. in Gent. tom. i. p. 696. 

tius* 
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tius, ahd, byttegrees, became the metropolis of what re- 
mained to the Romans in Mesopotamia l . He then conti- 
nued hi$ march to Antioch, paffing through Edeffa, where 
he Was On the twertty-feventh of September, as appears 
from the date of one of his laws* 1 . ZofimuS writes, that 
he was no-where tedKved with the demonftrations of joy 
ufual on fuch occafions. 

Jwianre- During his fliort refidente at Antioch, he revoked all the 
7ke*lJwi * aws hy Julian againft the Chriftians, and reftored 

agahflthi *h6 Chriftian religion to its former luftre". He wrote to 
Chriftians. Sdl the governors of provinces, ftriftly injoining them to 
obferve, that they were not difturbed in their ufual affem- 
blies. He feftored to the churches, to the ecclefiaftics, to 
the virgins and widows, all the privileges, immunities, and 
exemptions, which had been granted by Conftantine and 
his children, but lately revoked by Julian He likewife 
ordered the yearly allowance of corn, which had been given 
by Conftantirje to the churches, for thefupponof the poor, 
to be continued ; but as the famine ftill raged, only the 
third part of Conftantine’s donation could be fpared. Jovian 
promifed the other two parts as foon as the famine abated-: 
but he dying in the mean time, his fuccefibrs did not make 
good his promife ; whence the churches henceforth receiv- 
ed only one third of what Conftantine had allotted p. Joviafi 
likewife reftored the labarum, or the ftandard with the 
Crofs; and obliged Magnus, a comes or count, to rebuild 
at his own expence the church of Berytus, which, by his 
Order, had been burnt : the emperor had commanded his 
head to be cut off, but was with difficulty prevailed upon by 
his friends to pardon him. As in Julian’s time feveral 
facred virgins had married, fome by choice, others by con- 
ftraint, Jovian, by a law addrefled to the prefect Salluftius 
Secundus, declares thofe guiltyrof death, who fha.ll mention 
marriage to the facred virgins, or utter a fmgle word in theif 
prefence repugnant to the rules of modefty 
He efpoufes Jovian not only efpoufed the caufe of the Chriftians 
thecaufeof againft the Pagans, but that of the orthodox believers 
the ortho- againft the Arians j for, by the firft law he publifhed after 
/KaJj a he had entered the Roman dominions, he commanded the 
gainft the churches to be every-where reftored to thofe who had in- 
4 riaas . violably adhered to the faith of the council of Nice, and 
recalled all the bifhops who had been banifhed on that 
fcore, and Athanafius in particular, to whom he wrote 

1 Zof. p. 733. Chron. Alex. p. 696. mCod. Theod. Cbron. 

p. 67. n Ruf. lib. xi. cap. j. p. 177. 0 Suz. lib. vi. 

cap. 3. p. 640. v Throd. iib. i. cap. 10. p. ccz. St lib. iv, p 664. 

1 Soz. p. 640. 

with 
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with his bvvn hand a very friendly letter', which has reach* 
td our time3 s . £ome time after he addreffed a fecond lettcf 
defiring Athatiafius to draw up and fend him a rule of 
faith, by which he might regulate his belief in the great 
variety of opinions that prevailed then in the church. 
Athanafius readily complied with the emperor's requeft, 
h and fent him a creed, or rule of faith, fuppofed to be that 
which dill paffes under his name, approved of and fub- 
feribefl by all the biftiops of Egypt E . Jovian fobfi after in- 
vited Athanafius to court, received him, upon his arrival 
at Antioch, with the greateft demohftration3 of efteem ; 
often conferred with hirti touching the articles of religion 
then in debate, and was thoroughly confirmed in the doc- 
trine defined and eftablifhed by the council of Nice 11 . After 1 
thefe conferences, Athanafius took his leave of the ertipe-* 
ror, and returned to his diocefe. 

Jovian, after a ftiort day at Antioch, proceeded to Con- Hefets cut 
dantinople, though the winter was already far advanced, to f* r c ? n " 
prevent the didurbances, which he had reafon to apprehend ' an tno r l4 * 
in the Wed. As he pafied through Tarfus in Cilicia, he 
ordered fome ornaments to be added to the tomb of Ju- 
lian ; on which account he is cenfured by fome Chriftian 
writers From Tarfus he proceeded to Tyana in Cappa- 
docia, where he was informed, that Malaricus, whom he 
had appointed general of the troops in Gaul, having de- 
clined that pod, Lucillianus, the emperor’s father-in-law, 
and general of the troops in Illyricum and Italy, had haften- 
ed into that country; that, taking upon him to examine the 
accounts of fome officers, one of them, confcious of his 
frauds, had fled for protection to the Batavians who ferved 
in the Roman army ; and by perfuading them, that Julian 
was dill alive, had fo incenfed them againft Lucillianus as A tumult 
a traitor, that in a tumult they killed him and a tribune %n Gaul * 
named Seniauchus, whom he had taken into Gaul. Va- 
lentinian, afterwards emperor, but then only tribune, and 
one of the attendants of Lucillianus, fortunately efcaped the 
fame fate. This tumult, which happened at Rheims, did 
not prevent the troops in Gaul, nor their general Jovinus, 
from declaring for Jovian, and proclaiming him emperor. 

They even fent deputies, to congratulate him upon his pro- 
motion, a rtd acquaint him, that they were ready to obey his 

* Theodor, lib. iv. cap. 2. p, 66 1. Greg, p. 394* Socrah 
p. 202. ■ Athan. tom. ii. p. 33, 34. 1 Ruf. lib. xi. cnp. 1. 

p. 177. a Theodor, lib. iv. cap. 3. p. 661—664. Epiphan, 

cap, 10. p. 7 >i6. Soz. lib- Vi. cap. 5. p. 641. * Socr.il. Jib. ii i * 

cap. 26, p. 105, Baron, id Ann. 364. 
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commands. The deputies met the emperor at Afpona in 
Galatia, who received them in a very kind manner, and 
continued Jovinus in the pod of general, urging him hot to 
fuffer the death of Lucillianus to pafs unrevenged. 

From Afpona, Jovian purfued his journey to Ancyra, the 
metropolis of Galatia, where he took upon him his firft: 
confulfliip. We have obfcrved above, that he had chofen 
his father for his colleague \ but he dying in the mean 
time, he nominated his own fon, whom, though thrti only 
an infant, he diftinguiOied with the title of nobilifTimus, or 
mod noble x . Jovian, haftening to Condantinople, left 
Ancyra, and continued his journey, though the cold was 
then fo fevere and intenfe, that fome of his retinue died on 
the road.. Upon his arrival at Dadadana, a town on the 
borders of Gallatia and Bithynia, he was met by The- 
miftius, and other perfons of diftinftion, fent by the fenate 
of Condantinople to attend him. But before he left that 
place, he was found dead in his bed, on the fixteenth or 
feventeenth of February of the year 364, after he had lived 
thirty-three years, and reigned feven months and twenty 
days (QJ. Jovian is greatly celebrated by all the ecclefiadic 
writers, among whom Theodoret fays, that Heaven railed 
him to the fuvereignty to reward, even in his life, his vir- 
tue ; but that the world did not deferve to enjoy fo great a 
blefling long Y . 

* Ammian. lib. xxv. p. 306, 307. Zof. p. 733 Zonar. p. zy 
y Theodor, lib. iv. cap. 4. p. 664, 665. 


(QJ His fudden death gave 
□ccalion to various reports. 
Some afcribe it to the damp- 
nefs of his chamber, which had 
been newly ulaiflered ; others 
fay, he was (tided with the va- 
pours of charcoal placed in the 
room to dry it. Some write, 
that he died of a furfeit ; others, 
that his death was owing to 
poifonous mulhrooms. Socrates 
fays, he was carried off by an 
obftruftion ; and Chryfoftom, 
that he was either poifoned or 
murdered by h‘19 guards. Am- 
niianus likewife believed, that 
he died a violent death ; for he 
.compares his end with that of 


Scipio A^miliamis, who was 
(Lrangled in his bed; and adds, 
that no inquiry was made after 
the death of either ( 1 ). But Jo- 
vian had not yet offended any 
man ; nor does it appear, that 
he had any enemies, except 
perhaps Procopius, who took 
no advantage of his death, nor 
even (hewed himfelf on that 
occafion. The body of the 
deceafed emperor was carried 
to Cunftanrinople, and there 
interred with the ufual folemni- 
ty in the church of the Apoflles, 
where his tomb was to be feen 
many years after (3). 


( 1 ) jArnmian. p. 30S. (1) Phil oft. lib, viii. p. 113. 

Du Cange Urb. Conilant. Defcnpt. lib. iv. p. jjo, 


Zonar. p. if. 
Jovian 
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Jovian being dead, the chief officers, both civil and mi- 
litary, afiembled to choofe a new emperor; when fome 
propofed Equitius, tribune of the firft company of the (hicld- 
men of the emperor’s guard ; and others Januarius, a kinf- 
man of the deceafed emperor, at that time commander of 
the troops in Illyricum : but the former was rejected on 
^account of his morofe and ruflic temper, and the latter be- 
caufe he was at too great a diftance. At length, after an 
inter-regnum of nine or ten days, Valentinian was, by uni- 
verfal confent, chofen emperor; which unanimity Ammia- 
nus aferibes to a particular infpiration from Heaven*. The 
prefedl Salluftius becundus, Arintheus one of the generals 
of the army, Dagalaiphus general of the horfe, and Datia- 
nus a patrician, who had been conful in 358, are laid to 
have been the chief authors of his election The latter 
had been left by Jovian on account of his old age, and the 
feverity of the winter, in Galatia -, whence he wrote to the 
army, advifing them to choofe Valentinian, as a man pro- 
perly qualified for that high ftation. This election was 
made at Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, whither the army, 
after the death of Jovian, had removed from Dadaftana b . 

Valentinian was the fun of Gratianus, a native of Cibale 
in Pannonia, of obfeure origin : but Gratianus himfelf be- 
ing admitted into the army on account of his extraordinary 
ftrength, and great addrefs at all manner of exercifes, raifed 
himfelf to the dignity of count of Africa; of which honour- 
able employment he was afterwards deprived, upon a fuf- 
picion of having imbezzled the public money. However, he 
was many years after appointed commander of the troops 
in Britain ; in which office he acquitted himfelf with great 
reputation. On his return, he withdrew to his eftate in 
the country, leading a retired life, till it was confifcated by 
Conftantius, incenfed againft him for having entertained 
Magnentius as he palled by his feat, with a defign to ufurp 
the empire. But he continued, notwithftanding his dif- 
grace, to be greatly beloved and revered by the army c ; and 
the efteem and affection they had for the father Hid not a 
little contribute to the promotion of the fon. 1 he fenate 
of Conft antinople decreed him a ftatue in the beginning of 
the reign of Valeris' 4 . We do nor find, that he had any 
other children befides Valentinian and Valcns, who are 
fuppofed to have been both born in the city of Cibale, the 
birth-place of their father. The former is flyled on fome 
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■the twenty-eighth of the fame month, and removed to Con- 
ftantinople. His march was very expeditious ■, for he made 
his public entry into Nicomedia on the firft of March, anti 
created his brother Valens prxfedtus Itabuli, with the title of 
tribune; and, after his arrival at Conftantinople, declared him 
his colleague in the empire on the twenty-eighth of March, 
according to the moft probable opinion. This ceremony \r.\^ 
performed at a place called Hebdomon, or the Seventh, 
becaufe it was feven miles diftant from Conftantinople. 
Some time after both princes were feized with a violent fe- 
ver, which was aferibed to the magical pratticesof Julian's 
friends, efpecially of the philofophers Maximus and Prif- 
cus, who were apprehended, with many others, and carr 
ried in chains tD Conftantinople. Prifcus was foon dif- 
charged; but Maximus, who was univerfally hated, and 
fuppofed to have excited Julian againft Valentinian, on 
account of his zeal for the Chriftian religion, was con- 
demned to pay a heavy fine, and to remain in prifon till he 
had paid it. Many eminent perfons were accufed on thi$ 
occafion ; but the prefect Salluftius Secundus, with his 
ufual addrefs, prudence, and humanity, Rifled fuch accu- 
fationSj and put an end to all farther enquiries p. The two 
emperors were no fooner recovered, than they left Con- 
ilantinople, and palling through Adiianople, arrived at 
Philippopolis, whence they proceeded to Sardica, and 
from that city to NaiiTus in Dacia, where they were on the 
third of June : they feern to have continued till about the 
eighteenth of the fame month, partly at NaiiTus, parlly at 
a caftle named Mediana, about three miles from that city i. 

As the empire was threatened with a general invalion 
from the barbarous nations that furrounded it, Valentinian, 
the better to make head againft them, divided the pro- 
vinces between himfelf and his brother. He accordingly 
made this famous partition at Mediana, committing the 
Eaft, comprehending all Alia, with Egypt and Thrace, to 
the government of Valens ; and referving to hipnfelf lllyri- 
cum, Italy, Gaul, Spain, Britain, and Africa. After this 
partition both princes repaired to Sirmium, where they 
parted, Valentinian for Milan, and Valens for Conftanti- 
nople r . In the mean time the Barbarians burft into the 
pmpire from all quarters, the Germans into Gaul and Rhae- 
tia, the Sarmatians and Chjadi into Pannonia, the Pidts, 
Saxons, Scots, and Attacbtti into Britaip, and the Aftu r 
plans, and other Moorifh nations, into Africa. But the 

p Zof. lib iy. p. 755. JDunap. cap. 5, p. 8s, 83. q Amrnian. 
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latter province was not fo much ha raffed by the Barbarians' 
as by Romanus, who had been appointed by Jovian to pro- 
tein it ; for the Afturians had in his reign made frequent 
inroads into Libya Tripolitana, and the neighbouring coun- 
tries. Romanus furpaffed the Barbarians themfelves in op- 
preflung and pillaging that unhappy province, and even re- 
to march againft the enemy, who, roving up and 
down the country, committed dreadful ravages. He de- 
clined this fervice becaufe the inhabitants would not com- 
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ply with his exorbitant demands ; for he required, befides 
immenfe fums, four thoufand camels, without which, he 
faid, he could not cake the field. The Africans, finding Romanus 
they received no protection from Romanus, charged the accu J'd, 
deputies, whom they fent with the ufual prefents to Va- ^uedTn’his 
lentinian upon his acceffion to the empire, to lay before the command 
new emperor the miferable Rate of their country; which 
they did accordingly, offering to prove the particulars con- 
tained in the memorial which they prefented tD the empe- 
ror ; but Remigius, who was then magifter officiorum, and 
fhared with Romanus, his kinfman and confidant, the fpoils 
of the province, by reprefenting things in a quite different 
light, managed his friend's caufe with fo much art and ad- 
drefs, that the emperor, not knowing whom to believe, 
referred the matter to a farther enquiry; which, by the in- 
trigues of Remigius, was eafily put off from time to time. 

However, they prevailed upon the emperor to give the 
command of the troops to Ruricius, governor of Libya Tri- 
politana ; but, by the intereft of Remigius, it was foon 
after feftnred to Romanus. Mean while the Afturians 
aflembled in greater numbers than ever, and laid wafte the 
fruitful territories of Leptis and Oea ; from which cities, 
and that ofSebrata, the province is faid to have been nam- 
ed Tripolis, that word importing three cities. As Roma- 
nus continued the whole time unconcerned and inactive. 


the Barbarians fcoured the country without the leaft oppo- 
fition, ravaged it in a moft dreadful manner, put many 
perfons of all ranks to the fword, took an incredible num- 
ber of prifoners, and had even the confidence to befiege 
J^eptis, a ftrong and populous city, which however they 
were not able to reduce. 

The noife of thefe devaftations reaching the emperors p a Tadius 
ears, he difpatched Palladius to pay the troops their ar- fent to /*- 
fears, and bring him a true account of the Rate of the pro- 
vince. Romanus being immediately acquainted by his 
friend Remigius with the errand on which Palladius was tv i JUt9 
fent, perfuaded the principal officers of the army, with 
whom he maintained a good underftanding, toprefent Pal- 
ladius, 
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"fodius* whom he reprefented as a man of great authority at 
court, with a confiderablc (hare of the money brought to 
pay them- Palladios accepted the prefent, and proceeded 
tp Leptis, where he heard the complaints of the inhabitants, 
and was conduced to view the country, that he might be 
Up eye-witnefs of the miferable condition to which.it was 
Reduced, and of the dreadful havock the Barbarians "'hyj* 
made, without being in the leaft curbed or reflrained. 
Palladios, at that fight, could not help exclaiming againlt 
Romanus, telling him, in plain terms, that he would ac- 
quaint the emperor with his unaccountable conduct, and 
upbraided him with his cruelty and avarice. But Romanus 
Htisgain - foon flopped his mouth, by charging him, in his turn, 
jtX- ^ with c0nvt,rtin g t0 his private ufe the money with which 
he was entrufked to pay the foldiers, and threatening to 
inform the emperor how he had betrayed his truft. This 
threat fointimidated Palladius, that he agreed with Roma- 
nus to conceal the whole from the emperor, whom accord- 
ingly he allured on his return, that the city of Leptis, and 
the Tripolitan province, complained without reafon ; a re- 
port which was believed, Palladius being generally eltcem- 
ed a mao of integrity, and above bribery and corruption. 
The emperor was fo far milled, and fo fliamefully impoferl 
upon, that be ordered him into Africa to try and punilh 
the authors of the fuppofed calumnies and falfe charges 
brought againfl Romanus. In the difeharge of this fcan- 
dalous office, be tampered fo artfully with the inhabitants 
of Leptis, that they difowned the complaints which Jovi- 
jiua, one of their deputies, hacl exhibited before the em- 
peror in their name, maintaining, that they had given him 
no fucb commiflioJK Jnvinus himfelf, to gain the favour 
pf Palladius and Romanus, and avoid the danger that 
Hu accu- threatened him, owned that he had made a falfe report to 
f er * the emperor ; who thereupon ordered him to be put to 

™ £ 9 de4th, with fome of the chief citizens of Leptis, and the 
governor Ruricius, who had confirmed the truth of the in- 
fprm^tkms brought againfl Romanus. The latter was ex- 
ecuted at Stephae in Mauritania, and the others at Utica. 
Rreftbius and Arifipmenes, two other citizens of Leptis, 
who had complained of Romanus, were condemned to have 
their tongues cut out : but they found means to make their 
efcape, and lay concealed till the reign of Grattan, when 
this feene of iniquity was difeovered \ 

In the foJlowig year, 565, both princes entered upon 
thejr fitft coafujfhip, the one at Milan, the other at Con- 

* AttunUin. lib. p. 316, &i lib. xxvii. p. 347—3*0. 
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ftantlnople. Valentinian continued at Milan till the month Vr. of FL 
of Auguft, and afterwards vifned Verona, Aquibia, and *815. 
Luctria. From Italy he paffed into Gaul, and was either A. D. 365. 
at, or near Paris, in the latter end pf Oftober, when he U,C ' 11 &3 ' 
received certain intelligence that ihe Germans had made 
an irruption into that province, and that Procopius had re- 
the Eaft. Of the latter we fliall fpeak in the 
reign of Valens. As for the Germans, they had fent am- 
baffadprs to congratulate Valentinian on his accefiion to the 
empire ; but Urfacius, then magifter officiorum, having 
received them in a v£ry contemptuous manner, and dib 
miffed them with inconliderable prefents, they had thrown 
them away with fcorn and indignation, and, upon their re- 
turn, urged their countrymen to take arms and revenge the 
affront. They broke therefore into Gaul, and laid walls 
the country bordering on the Rhine. Valentinian difpatch- 
ed Dagalaiphus againfl: them, and advanced in perfon as far 
as llheims to fupport him. But the Germans retiring at 
his approach, he returned to Paris, and took up hi 9 winter- 
quarters l . He propofed to return into Illyricum to make _ 

head againfl: the rebel Procopius ; but his friends, and the rc , r . 
deputies of all the cities in Gaul earneftly intreating him 
not to leave that province expofed to the inroads of the 
Germans, he complied with their requeft, confidering, fays 
Ammianus Marcellinus, that Procopius was only an enemy 
to his family, whereas the Germans were declared ene- 
mies to the whole Roman empire. Being therefore re- 
folved not to leave Gaul, he difpatched Neotherius, at that 
time only a notary, but afterwards conful, into Africa, to 
prevent Procopius from making himfelf mailer of that pro- 
vince ; and at the fame time enjoined Equitius to cover Ii- 
lyricum, and watch the motions of the ufurper on that fide. 

The next confuls were Gratian and Dagalaiphus: the Yr, of FI. 
latter was general of the horfe, and had been comes domef- A z -^ l6, fi 
ticorum under Julian : his name feems to import, that he u'c 1164^ 
was by birth a Barbarian. His colleague was the fon of ' 
the emperor Valentinian, and then an infant ; whence in The Ro- 
the dates of the laws enabled this year he is marked thus, mans de- 
NB. P. that is, Nobliffimus Puer. The Germans, who f e * te ^ ty 
had invaded Gaul the preceding year, and retired at the 
approach of the emperpr, now returned, and having paffed 
the Rhine on the ice, defeated the Romans in a pitched 
battle, took the ftandards of the Batavians and Heruli, and 
killed the two counts Charietto and Severianus, who com- 
manded the Roman forces 11 . When this battle was fought. 
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Vakntian was at Paris, whence he immediately difpatchcd 
Dagalaiphus, to prevent the evil confequences that were 
likely to attend the defeat of the other generals. Dagalai- 
phus, pretending he had not fufEcient ftrength to engage 
the enemy, who were difperfed about the country in great 
bodies, did not even attempt to reftrain them. was 

therefore recalled; and Jovinus, general of the trobJ^'V 
Gaul, who was appointed in his room, gained a complete 
vi£loty over the Germans. The public joy for the happy 
fucceues of this glorious campaign, was greatly heightened 
by the arrival of melTengers from Valens, with the head of 
Procopius, killed in Aha on the twenty-feventh of May. 
Valentinian had returned to Rheims on the twenty-feventh 
of November, and appears to have continued there all the 
winter. 

The next confuls were Lupicinus and Jovinus, both ge- 
nerals, the former under Valens in Syria, and the latter 
under Valentinian in Gaul. All the laws of this year, to 
the third of June, are dated from Rheims; a plain proof 
that the emperor continued there till that time : one dated 
the fixth of Auguft was enadled at Nemoelin, a place in the 
neighbourhood of Rheims w . From Nemcefia the emperor 
removed to Amiens. He was probably confined fo Jong at 
Rheims by a violent diftemper with which he was fuzed 
this year- As his recovery was defpaired of, the great 
officers of the court began to form cabals, and to think of 
naming a fucceflbr. The chief candidates for the imperial 
dignity were Rufticus JuJianus and Severus, both dreaded 
on account of their feverity and rigour, but the former 
much more than the latter: he afterwards betrayed a molt 
cruel and favage temper when he was proconful of Africa. 
Severus was, in the judgment of Ammianus, in every re- 
fpe£t preferable to Julianus*. 

But the emperor’s unexpected recovery defeated the 
hopes and intrigues of the courtiers; for he, being probably 
informed of what had been tranfatted, refolved to prevent 
any farther difputes, by railing his lbn Graiian tn the em- 
pire. Having therefore privately gained the foldiery, he 
aflembled them in the neighbourhood of Amiens ; and, 
with their confent and approbation, declared him his col- 
league in the empire, veiling him with the purple and 
Other enlignB of fovereignty, amid/l the loud acclamations 
of the multitude y . Gratian was created emperor on the 
twenty-fourth of Auguft, 367, at the city of Amiens, for 

w Cod. TheodoC Chron. p. 77, 79. * Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 
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which he Is faid to have ever fliewn a vety particular regard: 
he was then about eight years old, having been born in 
359, on the eighteenth of April, or, as others aflert, on 
the twenty-third of May- About the clofe of this year the 
city of Mentz was unexpectedly attacked, taken, and plun- 
dered^by Rhamlo, one of the princes of the Alemans, 
T^Uircthe emperor, fays Ammianus, was employed in fome 
other expedition x , but in what expedition we are not in- 
formed- Valentinian, foon after the promotion of Gratian, 
left Amiens, and repaired to Treves, in which city he 
paffed the winter 1 . In the courfe of this year the Pict$ 
and Scots broke into the Roman territories, but were re- 
pulfed by Theodofius, father to the emperor of that name, 
as well as the Franks and Saxons, who had broken into 
Gaul; and it was probably on account of the advantages 
gained on this occafion that Valentinian a flume d the title 
of the conqueror of the Franks, which is given him in an 
infeription of the year 369 b . Ammianus, among the other 
tranfa&ions of this year, relates feveral inftances of the ex- 
ceflive feverity and injultice of Valentinian, who had hi- 
therto, with great hypocrify, concealed the cruelty of his 
temper. He condemned Diodes, who had been comes 
largitionum in Ulyricum, to be burnt alive for very incon- 
fiderable faults ; and ordered Diodorus, who had been 
agens in rebus, to be put to death, with three apparitors 
of the vicar of Italy, on pretence that Diodorus had com- 
menced a fuit againft a count, who was going to court, 
and the apparitors had, purfuant to their office, fummoned 
him to appear- The memory of Diodorus, and the three 
apparitors, is ftill honoured, fays Ammianus, by the Chrif- 
tians at Milan, who ftyle the place where they were buried 
the Innocents c . To this event probably the queeftor Eu- 
phraxius alluded, when, upon the emperor's commanding 
another perfon to be flain for caufing the fentence of a law- 
ful judge to be executed, he told him, that the Chriftian 
religion honoured thofe as martyrs, whom he condemned 
as guilty. St. Jerom tells us, that this year, in the country 
of the Atrebates, now the Artois, wool fell from heaven 
mixed with rain d . OroGus adds, that it was true wool r j 
and Bucherius, that fome of it is ftill to be feen at Arras f 
where it is called manna f . 

In the following year the two emperors, Valentinian and 
Valens, were confuls for the fecoi^d time. 4 he former 

7 Ammian. lib. xxvii. p.349, 1 C« d Theodof Chron. p. Bi. 
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'dialed feVerid excellent laws ; and, among the reft, one 
commanding ill advocates, or lawyers, to forbear, ifl plead- 
ing, abufivc terms and irtvedlives, and to content them- 
feWee with fuch feed as their clients (hall be pleafert to give 
them, without making any previous bargain or agreement 11 . 
By another law he cftablilhes a phylician in each Tfr f the 
fourteen quarters, into which the city of Rome was cut 4 d& 
ed y who was to take care of the poor, and be maintained 
at the public expencei By this law the phyfician is allowed 
to accept what his patient {hould think fit to give him, 
wheri entirely recovered, but not what he had profnifed 
during his illnefs h By a third law he commands fome 
foldicrs to remove from a fynagogue, where they Were 
quartered, that being contrary to the refpedl due to a place 
dedicated to the Worship of God. Valeniinian entering the 
territories of the Alemans, defeated them with great (laugh- 
ter, and employed the greater part of the following year in 
fortifying the banks of the Rhine, as appears from feveral 
laws of different dates enabled at Marciaticum, which moft 
geographers take to be Manheim, at Altrip between Man- 
heim and Spire, and at Brifac. 

At this period, the emperor caufed feveral fenators, go- 
vernors of provinces, judges, and other officers, to be con- 
demned for receiving bribes, and oppreffing the people 
committed to their care, and among the reft the eunuch 
Rhodaftus, hia chief chamberlain, whom, upon the cofn- 

E taint of a widow named Berenice, whofe eftate the eunuch 
ad feized unjuftly, he caufed fo be immediately appre- 
hended, and to be burnt alive in the circus, where the peo- 
ple were aflembled to behold the fports k . The next con- 
fuls were the two emperors Valentinian and Valens, both 
the third time. The former continued all the year 370, as 
appears from feveral laws, dated partly at Treves, partly at 
Alteia, which is fuppofed to have been an imperial palace 
or country-feat near that city. In an infeription of this 
yOar, which is ftill to be feen at Vienna in Auftria, we read 
that Equitius, general of the troops in Iilyricum, erected by 
the emperor’s orders a fort in that country ; and from an- 
other infeription of the following year, found near Strigo- 
nium or Gran in Lower Hungary, it appears, that another 
fort was built by his command in that neighbourhood, for 
protecting the trade carried on by the fubjelts of the em- 
pire in thole parts. The emperor likewife built a bridge 
this year over the Tiber at Rome, which was then called 

h Cod. Theodof. lib.ii. tit- id. leg. ii. p. i4°* & Cod. Juft. lib. ii. 
tit. 6, leg. 6. p. 187. i Ibid. lib. xiii- tit. 3. leg 5 . p. 34, k Zo- 
nar. p. z6. Chron. Alex. p. 700. Suid. p. 706, 707. 
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the bridge of Gratian, afterwards the bridge Ceftius, and is 
by the prefent inhabitants ftyled Pontodi S. Bartolomeo, ot 
the bridge of St. Bartholomew, being near the porch of St. 
Bartholomew’s church 1 . This year is remarkable in hif- 
tory for an irruption of the Saxons, who, inhabiting thfc 
conft^TF the ocean a tnongft j"naccei?Ib/e mar/hes, left 
ttftffcvuntry in great numbers, and landing on the Rorrlart 
territories, committed dreadful ravages, but were almoft to 
a man treacheroufly cut off by the Romans. 

The Burgundians, amounting to eighty thoufand fight- 
ing men, appeared on the banks of the Rhine, invited by 
Valentinian, who maintained a private intelligence with 
their kings, and had promifed to pafs the Rhine, and, in 
conjunftion with them, fall upon the Alemans, with whom 
they were then at variance on account of fome falt-pits. 
But the emperor being bufied in building the above men- 
tioned forts, and not willing to interrupt that work, and 
join them, as be had promifed, they put all the prifoners 
they had taken to the fword, and returned to their own 
country, highly enraged againd the emperor, by whom they 
had been thus difappointed aild deluded 01 . However, 
Theodofius, general of the horfe, to which pod he had been 
raifed for his gallant and prudent conduft in Britain, tak- 
ing advantage of the condemnation the Alemans were in, 
made an irruption into their country, and returned with a 
confiderable number of captives, to whom the emperor al- 
lotted lands and fettlements on the banks of the Po. Am- 
mianus gives us a pathetic account of the horrible cruelties 
pra&ifed this year at Rome by Maximinns, or, as others 
llyle him, Maximus, a man of a mod inhuman and favage 
temper. He was brother-in-law to Valentine, or Valenti- 
nian, who attempted to ufurp the fovereignty in Britain; 
but neverthelefs of a mean defeent, and by birth a Barba- 
rian. However, he raifed himfelf to the fird employments 
in the date. He was fird appointed governor of Corfica 
and Sardinia, and afterwards of Tufcia or Tufcatiy. Front 
the latter government he was preferred to the honourable 
employment of prsefedlus annonse at Rome, who'fe province 
it was to fupply the city with provifions ; which office he 
performed at fird with great prudence and moderation, but 
in the end betrayed a mod cruel, inhuman, and revengeful 
temper. Chilo, who had been viCar to the piefe£Vs, and 
his wife Maxirtift, having accufed Sericus, Afbolius, and 
Campenfis, three perfone of mean condition, before Oly- 
brius, prefeft or governor of the city, for bavin -, by tnagi- 
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'cal practices and enchantments, endeavoured to take away 
their lives, Olybrius began to inveftigate this matter ; but 
he falling fick, the complainants impatient of delay, peti- 
tioned and obtained, that the caufe might be referred to the 
prsefedlus annonse, who readily undertook it, glad of any 
opportunity that offered to fatisfy his cruel di Tpofi He 
had fcarce begun his examinations, when he wrote 
emperor, that innumerable perfons were guilty of magical 
practices, but could not be convi&ed without racks and tor- 
tures- Upon this information, the emperor, who was him- 
felf naturally inclined to cruelty, appointed Maximinus vi- 
car to the prefers in the room of Aginacius, and ini- 
powered him to put fuch perfons, if thought neceffary, to 
the rack, as had been by other princes exempted on ac- 
count of their rank, or only fubjefted to it in cafes of trea- 
fon. With Maximinus he joined in commiffion Leo, at 
that time only a notary, but afterwards raifed to the dig- 
nity of magifter officiorum. He was a Pannonian, of mean 
parentage, but no lefs blood-thirfly, according to Ammia- 
nus, than his colleague Maximinus n - 

Thefe two implacable jndges performed their commiffion 
with that cruelty peculiar to their characters : perfons of all 
ranks and ages were dragged to their tribunal, tortured 
without merey, and either executed like public malefaftors, 
or (tripped of their eftates, and driven into exile. Among 
the former were Marinus, a famous pleader, Cethegus, Pa- 
phius, and Cornelius, all three fenators, and many other 
eminent perfons of both fexes. Alypius, a young nobleman 
of great diftinftion, was, for a very fmall fault, banilhed, 
Lollianus, the fon of Lampadius, who had been governor 
of Rome in 306, and pr^efe&us prsetorio under Conffantius, 
being accufed of having copied, when he was very young, 
a book of magic, his father, finding Maximinus inclined 
to condemn him to baniGiment, advifed him to appeal to 
the emperor ; which he did accordingly: but Valentinian 
having referred the caufe to Phalangu$, governor of Bie- 
tica, who furpaffed Maximinus himfelf in barbarity, the 
youth was fentenced to death, and publicly beheaded. As 
Maximinus continued exterminating without diftin&ion of 
fex, age, or condition, the fenate difpatched deputies to the 
emperor, £arneftly entreating him, as he tendered the lives 
of his innocent fubje&s, to revoke the power given to Ma- 
ximinus. Valentinian complied with their requeft j a cir- 
pumftance which terminaied for the prefent thpfe bloody 
executions. Maximinus was called to court, and received 


■ Araruian. lib. xxviii, p. 358—360, & feq. 
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with great marks of efteem and affeftion by the emperor, 
who two years after created him prefect of Gaul, in which 
office he continued at leaft three years; but was foon after 
executed by Gratian* with fome of the minifters of his 
cruelty. 

Thrc*fWl owing year, when Gratian and Sex. Petronius 
Pro jus were confuls, the emperor enafted feveral remark- 
able laws ; among the reft one dated the eleventh of Fe- 
bruary, and addrclfed to Viventius prefeft of Gaul, import- 
ing, that fuch players and comedians as (hould have re- 
ceived at the point of death the facrament of baptifm, 
fhould not be obliged, if they recovered, to aft again on 
the ftage °. From this law it appears, that the profeffion 
of a player, always deemed infamous among the Romans, 
was, under the Chriftian princes, thought in confident with 
Chriftianity ; and likewise, that it was not free and volun- 
tary, butfervile and hereditary in certain families. By an- 
other law, dated the feventh of September, the emperor* 
declares, that the daughters of players (hall not be obliged 
to follow the profeffion of their mothers, if they have be* 
haved in any other calling fo as to deferve a good cha- 
rafter. By a third Jaw, dated the twenty-ninth oflVlay, and 
addreffed to the fenate, he allows the free exercife of the 
Pagan religion ; and by a fourth, dated the twenty-eighth 
of June, feveral privileges are granted or reftored to the 
Pagan pontiffs, and the fame honour and refpeft is ordered 
to be paid to them as to the comites or counts. It is fur- 
prifing that an emperor, who is faid to have been not only 
an orthodox, but a zealous Chriftian, fhould have thus fa- 
voured the Pagan pontiffs and religion. By a law, dated 
the feventeenth of May, he exempts fuch as had been ad- 
mitted among the clergy before his time from all civil 
offices; but obliges the reft to difeharge them, notwith- 
ftanding the privileges and immunities granted by other 
princes to ecclefiaftics. All the laws enafted this year be* 
fore the twenty-eighth of June, are dated from Treves, 
whence he removed to Cantionacum, a place unknown to 
geographers, but which muft have been but at a fmall dif- 
tance from Treves, fince the emperor was in that city on 
the twenty-eighth of June, and the very next day at Can* 
tionacum, where he remained till the fifteenth of Auguft. 

On the fixth of September he was at Mentz, probably on 
his march into the country of the Alemans; for this year 
he undertook an expedition againft them, hoping to fur* 
prife their king Macrianus. This gallant prince having re- 

* Cod. Theod. lib* xv* tit, 7. leg. i. p, 36 j, &r«j. 
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ceived timely notice of his approach, fayed himfelf by 
flight; and the emperor, greatly enraged for his difappoint- 
ment, returned to Treves, after having defolated the 
country round Mentz belonging to the Alemans, called Bu- 
cinobantes, to whom he gave one of their own nation, 
named Fraomarius, for king, who foon after exchaFTgtd his 
dignity for the command of fome of his countrymen 
then quartered in Britain. Valentinian returned to Treves, 
with his two generals, Severus and Theodofius, on the 
fixth of December p . The next confuls were Modeftus and 
Arintheus, during wliofe adminiftration nothing happened 
in the Weft, which authors have thought worthy of trans- 
mitting topofterity. From the dates of feveral laws, it ap- 
pears, that the emperor paffed the whole year, partly at 
Treves, and partly at Nazonacum, lituated at a fmall dif- 
tance from that city. 

The next confuls were Valentinian and Valens, both for 
the fourth time. This year Maximinus was created prefeft 
of Gaul ; and the firft againft whom he exerted his new 
authority, was a perfon guilty of as enormous crimes as 
himfelf, namely, Remigius, who, being magifter officiorum, 
had fereened his kinfman Romanus from the punifhmenc 
due to the many cruelties, murders, and extortions, which 
he had committed in Africa. Leo, upon his return from 
Rome, where he had been joined in commillion with Maxi- 
minus, being raifed to the poll of magifter ofliciorum, Re- 
migius, who held it before him, retired to his eftate in the 
neighbourhood of Mentz, his native city, to lead a retired 
life. But Maximinus, defpifing him when out of power, 
feized and tortured one of his domeftics, named Caefarius, 
in order to make him difeover the evil practices of his ma- 
tter, and what fums he had received of Romanus to defend 
Remigius and fupport him at court. This particular Remigius no 
mndPalla - footier underftood, than, impelled by fear, he ftrangled 
^ lus ■ himfelf, to avoid a public and more ignominious death*. 

“fRoma- Paltadius, who had been no lefs guilty than Remigius, had 
nu3,firan - been difgraced before, for fome other mifdemeanour, though 
gle them- he aferibed his misfortune chiefly to his having impofed 
ftlws, upon the emperor in an affair of Rich importance. Of this 
deceit Valentinian had fome fufpicion, and therefore order- 
ed him to be arrefted ; but while the foldiers who guarded 
him, were palling the night (no doubt the eve of fome fefti- 
val) in a church, he* followed the example of Remigius, by 
putting an end to his own life. Romanus himfelf was then 

p Ammiaru lib. xxix. p. 397. Sc. lib. xxx. p, 3.99. Cod. Theod. 
p. 89, & feq. 9 Ibid. lib. xxx. p. 417. 


under 



Hi 


Maftern' and JVeftern Empire - 

under arreft, for having, by his unwarrantable conduft, 
provoked Firmus, a Moorifh prince, to revolt. Theodofius, 
who was fent to fupprefs the rebellion, had feized Roma- 
nus, with all his domeftics and papers, among which were 
fourvi-fome relating to the affair of Leptis. Upon this dif- 
covery, Palladius had been arretted ; but both he and Re- 
migius having laid violent hands on themfelves, Romanus 
was fome time after fet at liberty, and the matter dropped 
for the prefent, but refumed under Gratian, when Ro- 
manos was convifted of high mifdemcanours ; neverthelefs* 
by the interett of Merabaudus, he was allowed to plead his 
own caufe before the emperor. What was the iflue of this 
affair, we are no-where told. Firmus, whom we have 
mentioned above, was the fon of Nubel, the molt powerful 
of all the Moorifh princes, who confidered him, though 
fubjeft to the Romans, as their king and fovereign. He 
left feveral fons, and among the reft Firmus and Zamma, 

The latter being privately murdered by his brother Firmus, 
Romanus, with whom Zamma lived in great intimacy, to 
revenge the death of his friend, did all that lay in his power 
to incenfe the emperor againft Firmus, being aflifted by his 
kinfman Remigius, then magifter officiorum. 

Firmus, apprifed of the danger that threatened him, and Firmus re- 
tro longer able to bear the haughty and infolent behaviour ^dts in 
of RomanUs, and the officers of the army, refolved to arm J rna ' 

In his own defence. Accordingly, having animated the 
other Moorifh nations to fhake off the yoke under which 
they had long groaned, he affumed the purple, and the 
other enfigns of royalty, with the title of king, a Romait 
tribune, who had taken part with him, laying his collar 
upon the head of the new king, inftead of a diadem r . Find- 
ing himfelf in a fhort time at the head of a confiderable 
body of Moors, who flocked to him from all quarters, he 
ravaged the provinces of Africa and Mauritania without 
oppofition, and even furprifed C^efarea, now Algier, the Tabes CVr- 
metropolis of Mauritania Crefarienfis, where he found a f ar J- a > and 
confiderable fum belohging to the treafury, left in the Q l^ ts 
hands of the magiftrateS of that city. The officers of the 
treafury fued the magiftrates for the money which had been 
intrufted with them ; but were ordered by the emperor to 
drop the profeciition, Clemens, biffiop of the place, having 
prevailed upon him to ilfue that order f which faved his 
Country from impending ruin 

w Ammian. lib. xxx. p. 419. Orof. lib. vii. tap. 33. Zof. lib, iv* 
p. 744. ■ Cod. Theod- tit. 6. p, 389. Symraach. hb. i. epift. 58. 
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TIi e emperor was no fooner informed of tile revolt of 
Firmus, than he difpatchcd Theodofius, the belt general of 
his time againft him, with the troops that were quartered 
in Pannonia and Upper Media, and a detachment out of 
thofe that attended the court. Theoclofius embarked at 
Arles in the latter end of the year 372, or the beginning of 
373, and having a favourable paffage, landed at a place 
called IgilgiLanum in Mauritania Sitifenfis. His firft care, 
upon his anival, was to arrclt Romanus, who, by his 
haughty and arbitrary condudl, had forced the Moors to 
revolt. Firmus, in the mean time, hearing that fo renown- 
ed a commander was fent agaiuil him, began to defpair of 
fuccefs. He difpatched deputies to J henriofius, declaring, 
that he had been forced to revolt;, that he did not pretend 
to juflify what he had done, but, on the conti ary, was ready 
to fubmit, and quit the enfigns of royally, provided the 
emperor would forgive his palt conduct. Theodofius, think- 
ing it advifeable to admit of his fubmiffion and excufe, 
allured him of his pardon, upon his delivering up fome of 
the chief men among the Moors, as hollages. This con- 
dition Firmus promifed to fulfil ; but as he delayed from 
day to day the execution of his promife, Theodofius, fufpeiSl- 
Ipg his fincCritVj marched from Panchariana, the place of 
the general rendezvous, to Tubufuptius, in the neighbour- 
hood of mount Ferratus, where Mafcezd, brother to Fir- 
mus, lay encamped w r ith a confiderable body of Moors. lie 
was there met by a fecond embaily from Firmus; but as 
the deputies brought no hollages, he would not admit them 
to his prcfcnce, but fell unexpectedly upon the Tyndenfes 
ami M.iliniffenfes, two Moorilh nations, commanded by 
Mafcczd. Having defeated them with great daughter, he 


liance with ravaged the country, rafed the caftle of Petra, which had 
Firmus . been lately built, and reduced another fortrefs, which he 
made choice of for a magazine, filling it wiih all forts of 
provifions, that he might be enabled, if necelfaiy, to pe- 
netrate farther into the country. 

In the mean time Mafcezel, having rallied his broken 
forces, ventured a fecond engagement, in which he was 
attended with no better fuccefs than in the former, great 
numbers of his troops being cut off, and he himfelf with 
Firmus difficulty efcaping. In confequence of thefe difafters, Fir- 
, pretends a- mus delivered the promifed hollages, and fent with them 
*/]?■?. fome biffiops to intercede with Theodofius in his behalf, 
^ 9 The Roman general received them with the utmofl civility 

and rcfpecR. Upon their promifing, in the name of Firmus, 
that the booty and prifoners he had taken, ffiould be reftor- 
ed, and the Roman army fupplied with provifions, he 

granted 
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granted a general pardon to him and his followers ; which 
fb encouraged the Moor, that he came in perfon to' wait on 
Theodofius ; and lamenting his folly and raflmefs, promif- 
ed to make amends for both by his future conduct and fide- 
lity. Theodofius received him in the molt cordial manner, 
gave h**rall the encouragement he expefled or defired, and 
difmiflcd him, extremely plcafcd with his reception. Fii- 
mus, at his departure, left fome of his relations for ho- 
mages ; and two days after furrendered to the Romans a 
place called Icofium, with the prifoners, military enfigns, 
aiid the booty he had taken. From thence Theodofius ad- 
vanced to Tipafa, where he received the ambafladors of the 
Mazices, a nation inhabiting the eaftem parts of Maurita- 
nia C*farienfis, who had joined Firmus in his rebellion. 

They came to fubmit in the name of the whole nation, and 
to implore pardon for their revolt; but Theodofius returned 
no other anfvver, than that their perfidy deferved to be pu- 
nched with the utmoft feverity. 

From Tipafa he proceeded to Cxfarea, now Algicr, 
which Firmus had taken in the beginning of the rebellion, 
and delivered up to be plundered by his foldiers. There but pn- 
he received intelligence, that Firmus was preparing again pares fir 
for war ; that he iiad never had any real intention of con- ' War ' 

* eluding a peace with the Romans; and that he only watch- 
ed an opportunity of falling upon them to advantage. Up- 
on this intelligence, Theodofius, leaving at Cxfarea the 
firft and fecond legions, to repair the fortifications, and fe- 
cure it againftany farther attempts of the enemy, marched 
to Sugabnrri, a town of Mauritania Caefarienfis, where he 
furprifed a Roman cohort, who had joined the rebels. Their 
tribunes he put to death ; but contented himfelf with con- 
demning the common foldiers to the mean eft offices in the 
army. From thence he advanced farther into the country. 

Having reduced Gaionatis and Tingitanujn, two places of Theodofius 
great ftrength, hepafl'ed the mountain Ancorarius, and en- gains gnat 
tering the country of the Mazices, gained a fignal vidtory ° dvan ’ ^ 
over them. They made at firft a vigorous refiftance ; but hn^conftdt- 
were at length totally defeated, and almoft all put to the rates . 
fword. Notwithftanding this vidtory, the Moors poured 
down upon him from all quarters in fuch multitudes, that 
he thought it prudent to retire, rather than to penetrate 
farther into the country, his army amounting only to three 
thoufand five hundred. The enemy, apprifed of his defign, 
not only harafled him inceffantly on his march, but by (lop- 
ping up all the pafles, cut off his retreat ; infomuch that 
the whole army muft inevitably have periftied, had not the 
Moors unexpectedly fled, and left the pafles open, at the 
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light of a great hody of their own countrymen, who 
they miltoolc for a reinforcement coming to relieve Theo-* 
dofius. The Romans having thus, by a happy miftake, 
efcaped death or flavery, retired in good order to Muzuca-r 
rum, and from thence to Tipata. There Theodofius, re-r 
fledting on the ppflure of his affairs, refolved to manage the 
war after another manner ; apd to try, whether he could, 
by menaces or promifes, prevail upon the nations in al- 
liance with Firmus to make a feparate peace, and deliver 
him up to the Romans. 

With this view he difpatched ambaffadors to the feveral 
nations that had joined him; a circumflance which Firmus, 
who was well acquainted with the fickle temper of the 
Firmus a- Moors, no fooner underflood, than, dreading the ifiue of 
bandonsju^ fy^ ne g OC i a tions, he abandoned his army; and taking the 
flie^to *the advantage of a dark night, retired privately to the moun- 
IJafienfes \ tains called Caprarienfes, which were deemed inaccefliblc. 
The multitude, (truck with amazement at his flight, foon 
difperfed ; and Theodofius, feizing their camp, made him- 
felf mailer of the neighbouring countries without the lealh 
oppofition, appointing fuch governors, as had given him 
evident proofs of their fidelity. He then marched in purfuit 
of Firmus, who had taken refuge in the country of thelfa- 
flenfes. That warlike nation refufing to deliver him up, 
feveral battles' were fought, in one of which Mazaca, the 
brother of Firmus, was taken prifoner ; but died ihe fame 
day of the wounds he had received. Evafius, a perfon of 
great authority among the Ifaflenfes, and his fon Florus, fell 
likewife into the hands of the Romans ; and as they had 
been remarkably zealous in the caufe of Firmus, they were 
both, by Theodpfius’s orders, burnt alive. The Romans, 
overpowered with numbers, were often reduced to great 
who are diftrefs ; but having at length utterly defeated the enemy in 
^ 3 k att ^ e w hich lafted from morning to night, fome nations, 
eo oj us. jj lat j 0 i ne( ^ t j ie Jfaflenfes, began to be weary of the 
war, and defect their alliance. Igmazen, prince of the 
country, finding himfelf abandoned by his allies, and in no 
condition to make head againfl the Romans with his own 
forces only, privately agreed with Theodofius to betray 
Fivmus, and accordingly ordered him to be fecured, while 
Firmus he was preparing to make his efcape. But Firmus, to avoid 
^himfelf ^S racc punifhment, which he apprehended from 

the Romans, firangled himfelf while his guards were afleep, 
to the great grief of Igmazen, who had propofed to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the Romans, by carrying him alive to 
their camp. However, he immediately fent the body to 
Theodofius, who received it with ^reat joy, and foon after 

returned 
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returned to Sitifis, which city he entered in triumph. The 
feveral Moorilh nations, that had joined Firmus, Tent de- 
puties to fue for peace; which Theodofius granted, upon 
their delivering up fome of their leading men, whom he 
fentenced to death l . In this war Gildo, one of the brothers 
of Fir2ffOT, fought under the Romans, and gave fignal proofs 
of his fidelity; but afterwards revolted under Honorius, and 
was attended with no better fuccefs than his brother. 

In the following year, when Gratian was conful the third 
time with Equitius, many eminent perfons of both fexes were 
cruelly racked and executed by Simplicius, vicar of Rome, 
who, being raifed to that employment by the intereft of Maxi- 
minus, put, under various pretences, all thofe to death to 
whom his patron bore the leaft enmity, and among the reft 
Aginacius, a patrician of an ill ufbrious and ancient family, 
who had been confular or governor of Byzacene under Ju- 
lian, and vicar of Rome in the prefent reign. He was ac- 
cufed of adultery ; and though the informer could not fup- 
port the charge, yet he was fentenced to death, and execut- 
ed with Anepfia, a lady of great diftinftion, who being ac- 
cufed of the fame crime, had impeached Aginacius, hoping 
by that perfidy to ingratiate herfelf with Simplicius, and ei- 
cape the danger that threatened her. The emperor palled 
the winter at Milan, as appears from the dates of feveral 
laws, but was again at Treves on the twenty-firft of May, 
and the twentieth of June u . From thence he marched in- 
to Germany; and after having ravaged the country bor- 
dering on the Rhine, returned to Bafle, in the neighbour- 
hood of which city he ordered a fort to be built named Ro- 
bur : from this fort we find a law dated the tenth of July. 
While the emperorwas there encamped, the Quadi, invad- 
ing Pannonia, committed dreadful ravages, defeated two 
Roman legions, and fubdued all the open country. The 
Barmatians at the fame time entered Moefia, but were rc- 
pulfed with great llaughter by Theodofius, afterwards em- 
peror. The emperor was at Treves on the ninth of April 
but left that city foon after *. He was met on his march 
by ambafladors from the Sarmatians, who throwing them- 
fclves at his feet, earneftly entreated him not to give credit 
to the reports that had been circulated concerning the ra- 
vages and cruelties faid to have been committed by their na- 
tion ; they allured him that, upon examination, he would 
not find them guilty of the crimes urged againft them by 

1 Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 398—408. Zof. lib. iv. p. 74*. "Cod. 
Theqd. Chron. p. 93, 94. w Idcm , P* 94 - * Ammun- 
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tlielr enemies. The emperor replied, that he would deter- 
mine nothing for the prefent, but fufpcnd his judgement 
till his arrival in thofe parts which had moft fuffered by their 
late irruption.. Having difmifled the ambafladors, he pur- 
fuedhis march ; and arriving in Illyricum, took up his quar- 
ters at Carnuntum, once a flourifhing city, but tfttrrin de- 
cay (R). The emperor chofe this place, as being moft con- 
veniently fituated for the defence of the country, and con- 
tinued there three months, making the neceftary prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition againft the Qmidi and Sar- 
matians. 

The peofle Probus the prefeft was the only perfon againft whom he 

of Illyricum flawed any refentment 5 for he, to fatisfy the avarice of the 
Probus ^ em P eror J had, according to Ammianus, opprefled the peo- 
ple committed to his care, killing, banifhing, or condemn-* 
ing to dungeons, the moft wealthy among them, that he 
might feize their eftates. All the perfons of rank in the 
country, dreading the avarice and enormous cruelties of their 
governor, had privately difpofed of their effefts, and aban- 
doned their country, Valentinian made a ftrift enquiry in- 
to his conduft, and finding him guilty of extortion, and 
unheard-of barbarities, refolved to depofe him ; but was 
prevented by death from putting his defign in execution y . 
An account Probus was defcended from one of the moft illuftrious fami- 
0 f the fa- lies in Rome, and reckoned amongft his anceftors the em- 
°f peror Marcus Aurelius. He had embraced the Chriftian 
ro u *' religion, with his whole family, and lived in great intimacy 
with St- Ambrofe, the celebrated bifhop of Milan. Probus 
was firft proconful of Africa in 358, afterwards four times 
paufiinus prefect of Italy or Gaul, and in 37 r, Gratian's colleague in 
executed* the confullhip. He was no lefs famous for his wealth than 
his birth and employments 5 for he is faid to have owned 
immenfe pofleflions in all the provinces of the empire. 

Valentinian, during his ftay at Carnuntum, caufed Fauf- 
tinus, nephew to Viventius, a few years before prefect of 
Gaul, to be firft inhumanly racked, and afterwards public- 
ly executed, for magical practices, and having anfwered one 
Nigrinus, defiring him in jeft to make him a notary, v Make 
me firft emperor.” From Carnuntum the emperor difpatch- 
edMerabaudus and count Sebaftian, with a detachment of 
infantry, to lay wafte the enemy’s country, while he, with 
the main body of the army, advanced to Acincum, now 
Gran, or, as others maintain, Ruda in Lower Hungary x , 

Y Ammian. p. 4*5. * Vide Baudr, p. 55. 

(R) Moft geographers take pn the Danube, in A uftria, about 
it to the city 0 f Hamburg thirty-three mileaeaft of Vienna. 

The^ 
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There lie patted the Danube, and having ravaged the ene- Valenti 
my’s country to a great extent, returned to Acincum, when man ra- 
the autumn was already far advanced. Being defirous of wages the 
convenient wdmer-quarters in that frozen climate, he pro- cauntr y °f t 
ceeded from thence to Sabaria, now Servar-, but that place ^ 
not anfwCTing his expectation, he purfued his march along 
the Danube to Bregatio, which fome fuppofe to be a vil- 
lage now called Bregnitz, and others a place iii the ifle of 
Schut, w'here the prefent city of Komare ftands, ora little 
below that of Markelhaz a . There he gave audience to the. 
ambafladors of the Qmidi, come to fue for peace ■, but while 
he was reprehending them with great warmth, and threat- 
ening to extirpate their whole nation, he fuddcnly fell to 
the ground, as if his life and voice had failed him at once. 

He was conveyed into his chamber by his attendants, where Yr. of FI. 
he w^as feized with convulfion-fits, and violent contorfions 
of all his limbs, in the agonies of w hich he expired on the A * D - 375- 
feventeenth of November of this year 375 , in the fifty-fifth U C ‘ ll73 ‘ 
year of his age/ after having reigned near twelve years b . Hedies 
The body of the deceafed emperor was embalmed, and fent fuddenly. 
to Conftantinople, to be interred amongfl; the other Chrif- 
tian princes. 

As to his character, Ammianus taxes him with feveral Hischa - 
vices. He was, according to that writer, naturally inclined ™^ r - 
to cruelty, punifhing even the fmalleft faults with the utmolt 
feverity, and buffering his minifters, or rather encouraging 
them, to exercife the moll (hocking barbarities. He w^as 
fordidly covetous, ufingall poffible methods to raife money. 

He had a great opinion of his own accomplifhments and 
abilities, and therefore hated all who were eminent for 
learning, valour, ttdll in the military art, or any other ac- 
complifhment ; and even fuel) as had a genteel fancy iu 
drefs. He pretended to be a great enemy to cowaids, and 
neverthelefs, on feveral occafions, betrayed more fear than 
was becoming a man, who, from his infancy, had borne- 
arms. His minifters, wdio were well acquainted with his 
temper, when he was in a paffion, and they could by no 
other means appeafe him, ufed to pretend certain intelli- 
gence from the frontiers, that the Barbarians were in 
arms, and ready to break into the empire ; expedients which 
never failed to allay his wrath, and make him appear, to 
ufe the expreflion of Ammianus, as mild as Antoninus 
Pius c . He fuffered himfelf to be Itrangely impofed upon \ m pofed 
by his minifters, repofing an entire confidence in thofe who upon by his 

mimfiers. 

* Vide Sans. &Baudr. p. 129, 130, b Ammian. lib.xxx. 

( i. 417, Vift. Epit. Philoft. lib. ix. Cap, 16, p. 130, ' Ammian. 

ib, xxx. p. 433. Marc. Chron, 
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deferred it the leaft ; whence the provinces were often op- 
preffed, and the people reduced to beggary, while he, mif- 
led and deceived by thofe about him, believed they enjoyed 
peace and affluence d » Had he not been deceived by his 
minilters, fays Viftor, he would have reigned with great 
glory, and been ranked amongft the belt princes. H e was, 
even according to Ammianus, a writer not partial to him, 
or any of the Chriftian princes, endowed with many excel- 
lent qualities; well acquainted with rbe military art, and 
no lefs with the art of governing ; careful in protefting the 
fubjefts of the empire again!! the incurfions of the Barba- 
rians; an exaft obferver of military difcipline ; enured from 
his infancy to hardfhips, and uninfluenced by favour in dif- 
pofing of the great offices. Though he had many relations, 
who, upon his advancement, expe&ed great preferments, 
yet he employed none of them, except his brother Valens, 
whom he affumed for his colleague, and with whom he 
reigned in perfect concord. Jn his entertainments he was 
fplendid, but nut profufe ; in his perfon comely, and well- 
Ihaped ; in his converfation agreeable ; of an extraordinary 
memory, and ready elocution ; knowing well how to ac- 
commodate himfelf to all times and occafions e . He fuffer- 
ed no places to be bought or fold during the whole courfe 
of his reign; and though he was often mistaken in the choice 
of his officers and miuifters, yet his intention was tti prefer 
only the moft deferring, and for that reafon he neglefted 
his own relations. He leflened the taxes, and eafed hi3 
people, as far as the ftate of his affairs would allow. He 
was a ftranger to debauchery, and unlawful pleafures, which 
he endeavoured to reftrain by feverc laws r . 

Headhertd As to his religion, in the great variety of opinions which 

Vr ~ ^at t * me the world, he inviolably adhered to the 

faii/u orthodox faith 5 but, avoiding all difputes, he allowed to 
the reft of his fubje&s, even to the Pagans, an entire li- 
berty of confidence. He is condemned by the ecclefiaftic 
writers, for fuftering his brother Valens to perfecute the 
orthodox Chriftians; hut fome allege in his defence, that 
the condition of his affairs would not allow him openly to op- 
po r e Valens, fince fuch oppofition might have kindled a civil 
war, which, at that time, would have proved fatal to the 
empire. To conclude, he was endowed, according to Am* 
mianus, with fuch excellent qualities, that had they not 
been allayed with a mixture of fome vices, cfpecially with 
that of cruelty, he would have been no-ways inferiox to the 
excellent emperors Trajan and M. Aurelius 6 . 

* Vi#. Epit. p, 34.5. e Ammian, P- 4 - 3 S- 1 Vift- p- 

K Ammian. lib, xxx, p. 43Z. 
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We fhall now proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Va-* 
lens in the Eaft, which, to avoid confufion, we have thought 
proper to relate feparately, there being no other connexion, 
but that of time, between the reigns and tranfaftions of 
the two princes. After the divifion of the provinces made 
at Medifiru, in the neighbourhood of Naiffus in Dacia, in 
364, Valens returned to Confhantinople, where he enabled 
a law dated the twenty-fixth of December, forbidding the 
meflengers of good news to exaft, according to the abufe 
which then prevailed, or even to accept, any thing of the 
people ; but allowing them to receive what perfons of rank 
and fortune fhall think proper to offer them h . Next year 
he fet out for Syria, the Perfians being in motion, with a 
defign, as was apprehended, to break the peace which they 
had lately concluded with Jovian. Being informed, as he 
entered Bithynia, that the Goths were ready to invade 
Thrace, he difpatched meffengers to his officers in thofe 
parts, cautioning them to be upon their guard, and purfued 
his march to Cacfarea in Cappadocia, where he was on the 
fourth of July, and continued there till the latter end of the 
fummer. During his rcfidence in that city, a dreadful 
Earthquake damaged feveral cities in Sicily, Paleftine, and 
efpecially in the iffand of Crete, where the fhock was mod 
violent *. 

When Valens was upon the point of departing from Ca> 
farea, news were brought him of the revolt of Procopius, 
who, after having paid the laft duty to the body of his 
kinfman Julian, had privately withdrawn into Cherfonefus 
Tauri ca ; but not trufting thofe Barbarians, and finding 
himfelf deftitute even of the neceffaries of life, he aban- 
doned that inhofpitable country, and returning in difguife 
into the territories of the empire, reached the city of Chal- 
cedon undifcovered, where he was received by Strategius, 
his trufty friend, and carefully concealed at his country- 
houfe. From thence he went frequently in difguife to 
Conflantinople ; and finding the people were diffatisffed 
with the prefent government, on account of the cruelties 
praftifed by Petronius, whofe daughter, Albia Dominica, 
the emperor had married, he refolved to improve that dif- 
content to his own advantage. Having therefore feduced 
an eunuch of great wealth, named Eugenius, lately dis- 
graced by Valens, and fome of the officers who commanded 
the troops fent into "Thrace againft the Goths, and were 
then quartered at Conllantinople, he boldly ventured to dif- 

h Cod. Tbeod. lib, viii. tit. 11. leg. 1. p. 602, 603. 1 Hier. 

Chron. p. 93$. 
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cover himfelf, and lay before the people and foldiery the 
title he had to the empire, as being nearly related to Ju- 
lian. At the clofe of his harangue, the officers, with 
whom he had tampered, proclaimed him emperor ; and the 
reft following their example, faluted him with the title of 
Auguftus, and carried him in triumph to the imperial pa- 
lace, whither he was attended only by the dregs of the peo- 
ple. However, the next and the following days feveral 
perfons of diftimftion joined him, and at length he was ac- 
knowleged by the whole city of Conftantinople k . This re- 
volt ftruck Valens with filch terror and difmay, that he 
thought of quitting the imperial purple, and resigning the 
empire ; but being perfuaded by his friends not to part with 
the imperial dignity, he detached fome troops againft tois 
rival, hoping to crufh him before he was in a condition to 
make any refiftance. This detachment met Procopius at 
Mygdus in Phrygia, attended by a promifeuous multitude 
of fugitive flaves, deferters, and perfons of defperate for- 
tunes, who, upon the approach of the emperor's forces, 
put themfelves in a pofture of defence ; but Procopius, dif- 
trufting their courage, while both parties were ready to en- 
gage, ftept boldly forward, as if he defigned to challenge 
one of the adverfe party to fingle combat ; and taking Vi- 
talianus, one of the officers, by the hand, mildly repre- 
hended him and his fellow-foldiers, for aflifling a Panno- 
nian robber againft one allied to the family of Conftantine 
the Great. 

His fpeech made fuch a deep imprefiion upon them, that 
they immediately joined his party, and with loud acclama- 
tions faluting him emperor, carried him in triumph to the 
imperial pavilion. This defection brought a very feafon- 
able accefiion of ftrength to Procopius, who thereupon de- 
tached a ftrong party, under the coriduft of Rumitalca, a 
tribune, to feize on Nice; which they took accordingly, 
without even the lofs of a man *. Valens, alarmed at the 
ufurper’s unexpected progrefs, difpatched Vadomarius, for- 
merly king of the Alemans, to recover that important place, 
while he went in perfon to befiege Chalcedon, from which 
city one of his laws is dated the firft of December m ; but 
he met with fuch vigorous refiftance, that he was obliged 
to abandon the enterprize, the befieged infulting him from 
the walls as he retired, and reviling him with the nickname 
of iSabaiarius, that is, Beer-drinker , fabaia being a kind of 
fmall drink made of barley, common in Pannonia, where 

k Animian. p, 310. Zof. lib- iv. p. 737. Themift. p. 91. 1 Am- 

roian. lib. xxvi. p. 315, m Cpd, Thcod. Chron, p. 75, 76. 
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Valens was born. Rumitalca, who commanded in Nice, 
being informed of his retreat, fallied out with great intre- 
pidity, and bearing all down before him, would have ut- 
terly defeated the emperor, had not Valens, upon timely 
notice of h ^approach, taken a different route by the lake 
Sun on a, and the windings of the river Gallus n . Thus was 
the emperor obliged to abandon Bithynia to the enemy, and 
retire with precipitation to Ancyra, where he continued 
waiting the arrival of the troops which Lupicinus was lead- 
ing out of the Eaft to his affiftance. In the mean time 
Aiintheus, one of his principal commanders, an officer of 
.great prowefs and reputation, meeting a party of the re- 
bels, commanded by Hyperechius, formerly an apparitor, 
and fcorniug to enter the lifts with fuch a contemptible 
enemy, commanded, with an air of authority, Hypere- 
chius’s own men to bring in chains their vile and defpica- 
ble leader; a command which they obeyed accordingly, 

{truck with the awful and majeftic mien of that celebrated 
commander. 

In tho mean time Procopius, being informed that the Procopius 
money deftined for the pay of the foldiers who ferved in the /sizes ok 
Eaft, was lodged in the city oF Cyzicus, haftened thither, C J ZUUS * 
laid fiege to the place, and reduced it, though defended ^eafure 
with great refolution and intrepidity by Serenianus, at that lodged 
time comes domefticorum, who found means to make his there . 
efcape ; but was afterwards taken in Lydia, carried pri- 
foner to Nice, and murdered by Marcellus, governor of the 
place Procopius being now mafter of the Hellcfpont, 
appointed Hormifda governor of that province, with the 
title of prGconful. He was the fon of Hormifda, brother to 
Sapor king of Perfia, who had taken refuge in the court of 
Conftantine the Great, and ever after ferved the Romans 
with great fidelity. 

Procopius fpent moft part of the winter in endeavouring 
tD draw over to his party the cities of Afia ; but his defigns 
were in great meafure defeated by Clearchus, vicar of that 
province, and more by his own conduct ; for having hi- 
therto behaved with great moderation and humanity, he 
fuddenly grew proud, haughty, and tyrannical, loading the He grows 
provinces with exorbitant taxes, though he knew, that their tyrannical . 
averfion to Valens was chiefly owing to that prince's ava- 
rice. But nothing more prejudiced the people againft him, 
than his commanding the houfe of Arbetio to be ftripped 
of the moveables of ineftimable value, and of the immenfe 
riches which that ancient and brave commander had ac- 


■ Socrat. lib. iv, cap* 8. p. zi6, 


■ Zof. p. 3zS. 
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quired under Conftantius. He exhibited this unfeafonable 
proof of his indignation, though he had formerly lived in 
great friendfhip with him, upon his declining to vifit him, 
on account of his great age and infirmities p. Valens* 
upon the arrival of the troops from the Eaft^-under the 
command of Lupicinus, left Galatia, whither he had re- 
tired from before Chalcedon, and marched into Lyc'ia, iri 
brdei* to put the whole to the iffue of a battle. As the fol- 
diers of Procopius were greatly animated by the prefence 
of Fauftina, Conftantius’s widow, ahd her little daughter 
Conftantina, whom Procopius carried about with him, and 
often expofed to the view of the army, Valens, to defeat 
that artifice, prevailed upon Arbetio, who had commanded 
the forces under Conllantius, and was beloved by the fol- 
diery, to join him, not doubting but the prefence and in- 
tereft of one of that prince’s chief commanders would draw 
great numbers of the rebels over to his party. He was not 
miftaken in his conjecture ; the prefence of Arbetio, and 
the high opinion they all entertained of him, entirely turn- 
ed the hearts of Procopius’s men ; a circumltance which 
Gomoarius, one of his chief commanders, being well ap- 
prifed of, abandoned the tyrant, and fubmitted to Valens* 
He afterwards advanced to Sardes, and from thence to 


2816. Nicolia, a city of Phrygia, where he gave the rebels battle* 
tJ ^ C \iG l ^ C ^ Ue w ^ ereD ^ continued doubtful, till Agilo, a German, 
* 1 1 4 ‘ one of Procopius’s chief commanders, with many others. 
Defeated , deferted to Valens ; a defeCtion which fo dilheartened Pro- 
taken, and copius, that, quitting his horfe, he fled into an adjoining 
put to t wood, attended by Florentius, and Barchalbas, a tribune.- 

death. There they wandered about, till the moon fhining out with 

great brightnefs, they began to apprehend they might be 
difeovered. At length his companions, feizing him to 
fave themfelves, carried him to the emperor, who imme- 
diately ordered his head to be ftruck off, and fent it to Va- 
leritinian, then in Gaul 1. Florentius and Barchalbas were 
likewife executed by the emperor’s order. Such was the 
end of this ufurper, in the forty-fecond year of his age, 
after he had borne the title of emperor about eight months* 
Marcellos, governor of Nice, and kinfman to Proco- 
pius, hearing of his death, ordered Serenianus, who was a 
prifoner in the place, to be immediately difpatched, faving, 
by the death of one man, the lives of many, fays Ammi- 
anus ; for as he was remarkable for his cruelty, and had a 


p Ammiafi. p, 317, Eunap. cap. 5. p. 84. Themift. Orat. vii. 
P* 9 1 — 99 - 1 Aramian, lib. xxvi. p, 329. Philoft, lib. vii. 

cap. 5. p. 123. 
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great afcendant over Valens, whofe countryman he was, it 
was feared, had he outlived the defeat of Procopius’s party, 
he would have ftimulated the emperor, too much inclined 
to revenge, and occafion-ed the deftruftion of many inno- 
cent perfons r . After this bold execution, Marcellus, in- 
formed thaT'a body of Goths was marching to the afTiltance 
of Procopius, and not doubting but he fhould be able to 
draw them over to his own party, feized on the city of Marcellut 
Chalcedon. There, being ailifted by thofe whom poverty revolts ; 
and defpair had driven into rebellion, he affumed the pur- 
ple, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. But 
Valens, upon the firft intimation of his revolt, detached a 
party of chofen troops, who coining upon him unex- 
pectedly, feized him, and having loaded him with chains, 
he was dragged to the public prifon ; whence he was 
taken out the next day, and, together with his accomplices, 
tortured to death s . 

In the following year 367, Valens hearing that a body Valens re* 
of three thoufand Goths, come to the afliftance of Proco- fohves to 
pius, had retreated upon the news of his death, but had make n 1 at 
not yet palled the Danube, he fent a ftrong detachment 
againft them, who obliged them, notwithstanding the vi- 
gorous refiftance they made, to lay down their arms, and 
Surrender themfelves prifoners c . Athanaric, at that time 
king, or rather judge, of the Goths named Thervingi, dif- 
patched ambafiadors to Valens, earneftly intreating him to 
releafe the prifoners, and fuffer them to return to their own 
country, fince they had been fent by their prince, a frieml 
and ally of the Romans, to the afliftance of a Roman em- 
peror. The ambafiadors, after having delivered this mef- 
fage, produced a letter from Procopius to their matter, 
wherein he afiured him, that the empire belonged to him 
as the kinfman to Conftantiu3, and the heir of the great 
Conftantine’s family. Valens returned no anfwer to the 
deputies; but fent ViCtor, then magiftef equitum, to com- 
plain in his name of Athanaric, for attifting a rebel againft 
his lawful fovereign. The Goths replied, that they had 
confidered Procopius as the kinfman of Conftantine, and 
the heir of his family, adding, that it was not their bufinefs 
to examine whether he was, or was not a lawful prince ; 
and that if they were deceived, the emperor ought to for- 
give them, fince their counfels had been influenced by what 
appeared juft and equitable. They could not, however, 
obtain the deliverance of their prifoners, Valens, who had 


r Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 3 2 5' . 5 Ibid, p, 316, 3x7. 
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no other enemy at that time to oppofe, being defirous to 
humble that powerful nation u . This war was likely to 
prove dangerous, the Goths being then very powerful, and 
befides, elated with the great advantages they had gained 
over the neighbouring nations. Valens, being determined 
upon war, and informed of the ftrength and putter of the 
enemy, made great preparations during the winter , with a 
defign to fall upon the enemy early in the fpring ; but be- 
ing told that the Goths, apprifed of his de/ign, were affem- 
bling a numeious army, in order to anticipate his hoftiJities, 
he took the field before the winter was over. Having fent 
ftrong detachments to guard the banks of the Danube, he 
encamped with the reft of the army in the neighbourhood 
of Marcianopolis, the metropolis of Lower Media, where 
he raifed Auxonius to the dignity of prefect, in the room of 
Salluftius iSecundus, no longer able to dilcharge that office, 
on account of his great age. 

Iu the beginning of the fummer he left Marcianopolis, 
affembled his troops, pafTed the Danube at a place called 
Daphne, and fpent the whole fummer in ravaging and lay- 
ing wafte the enemy’s country, without the lead oppofition, 
the Goths having retired, upon the approach of the Roman 
army, to the neighbouring mountains, called Serri, inac- 
ceflible to tliofe who were not well acquainted with the 
country. In the beginning of the autumn he conducted his 
army to the Roman territories, and returned to Marciano- 
polis, where he paffed the winter. 

The Ifaurians, who had continued quiet fince the year 
359, now over-ran the neighbouring countries, plundering 
not only villages but towns, and advancing to Pamphylia 
and Cilicia, where they obtained an immenfe booty. Mu- 
fonius, vicar of Aha, endeavoured to reftrain them ; but 
being unacquainted with the art of war, he was cut in 
pieces, with all his men. Mufonius had taught rhetoric at 
Athens, from which employment he was raifed to the dig- 
nity of proconful at Achaia, and afterwards to that of vi- 
car of Afta. However, the Ifaurians were at length fur- 
rounded by the inhabitants of the countries which they had 
plundered, and their retreat being cut off, obliged to fub- 
,mit, and reftore the booty they had taken. Their lives 
were (pared, upon their promifing to give no moleftation to 
their neighbours for the future ; and accordingly they ob- 
ferved their agreement till the year 376 w . 

u Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 3^0, Eunap. p. 18. Zof. p. 748- Jorn. 
Rer. Goth, cap. 23. p, G43. w Eunap. cap. S. p. 125, 126. 
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From Marcianopolis the emperor marched early in the 
fpring to Carpi, a village of Maefia, with defign to ravage 
the enemy's country ; but he was obliged to encamp in the 
fame place till the beginning of autumn, without ever be- 
ing able to crofs the Danube, which continued fwelled be- 
yond its uTthl boundaiies all that fummer. He therefore 
returned to Marcianopolis, where he took up his winter- 
quarters * ( S ). 

Next fummer he paffed the Danube on a bridge of boats He invades 
at Noviodunum, in Lefftr Scythia, and penetrated far into anrw the 
the enemy's country, deltroying all with fire and fword. 

Zofimus tells us, that the Goths Tallying frequently out of e ° 
their woods and marfhes upon the Romans, the emperor 
difpatched the fervants who attended the army againft them, 
promiling a certain lum for each head they fhould bring. 

In confequence of this promife, fuch numbers of the enemy 
were killed in the woods and marfhes where they lurked, 
that the reft, finding no-where a fafe retreat, were obliged 
to fubmit y . Valens having attacked the Gruthungi, a 
warlike nation, at a conhderable diltance from the Danube, 
after feveral encounters, gained a lignal viftory over Atha- 
nanc. He then returned to Marcianopolis, with a defign The Goths 
to winter there, and renew the war early in the fpring. defeated , 
But in the mean while the Goths, weary of fo deftruftive J° r an j 
a war, which had lafted already three years, and reduced £ 

them to the utmoft diftrefs, fued for peace j which Valens 
at firft refufed to grant upon any terms, but was in the end, 
with difficulty, prevailed upon by the fenate of Conftan- 
tinople to accept their propofals z . 

Valens having approached the Danube, named Victor Articles of 
and Arintheus to treat with the Goths. After fome con - the treaty, 
ferences a peace was concluded upon the following terms : 
i. That the Goths fhould not for the future pafs the Da- 
nube, nor fet foot on the Roman territories. 2. That the 
trade which they had been allowed by former treaties to 
carry on with the cities of the empire, fhould be reftrained 
to two only, fituated on the Danube. 3. That they fhould 
not claim nor expeft the penfions that had been annually 

* Ainm. lib. xxxi. p, 460. y Zof. lib iv. p. 741- * Them. 

Orat x. p. 133, i35> 

(S) This year is remarkable was utterly ruined, and in that 
for one of the moft dreadful of Germa, in the Hellespont, 
earthquakes that had ever been only a few houfes left ftand- 
felt, by which the city of Nice ing (1). 

(t) Socrat. lib. iv. cap. 11. p. 219, 
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paid them by other emperors ; but neverfhe/e/s, that Atba~ 
n a ricks penfion fliould be continued. When Valens and 
Athanaric were to meet, in order to ratify and fign the 
treaty, the latter could not be prevailed upon to pafs the 
Danube, pretending that his father had obliged him fo- 
lernnly to fwear never to tread on Roman ground. On the 
other hand, Valens thinking it below the majefty of the 
empire to go to him, it was agreed, that the two princes 
ihould meet in boats in the middle of the river-, where they 
accordingly ratified the peace to their mutual fatisfadfion a , 
In the conrfe of this year dieadful diforders were commit- 
ted in Syria by the inhabitants of a large village near Apa- 
mca, called Maratacnpris, who, roving about the country, 
robbed all they met, and had iven the boldnefs to enter 
fume cities in the night-time, anti plunder the houfes of 
Severity of the moft wealthy inhabitants. Valens fent a party of fol- 
l r a lens to diets againft them, with orders to fet fire to their village, 

ro ^~ and put them all to the fword, without diiliiuffion of lex 

or are: a cruel order which was executed with the utinofb 

o 7 

rigour, the foldiers being, in exprefs terms, commanded 
not to fpare even the fucking children b . 

In the following year 3^0, Valens, leaving Conftantino- 
ple, fet out for Antioch ; blit be liad fcarce reached Nico- 
media when he received news of the death of Eudoxius, the 
Arian bifhop of Conftandnople, in whofe room the Arinns > 
with his approbation, placed one Hemophilus, The ca- 
tholics too chofe their bifhop, and rnifed Kvagrius to that fee j 
but the emperor ordered a party of foldiers from Nicome- 
dia, to drive him out. The Arians, thus countenanced by 
the emperor, railed a cruel perfccution againfl the catholics, 
who had recourfe to Valens, fending eighty ccclefiaftics to 
lay rheir grievances before him-, but the emperor, inftead 
Valens of redrafting them, ordered Modeftus, who had been railed 
tauCrs to the dignity of prefect in the room of Auxonius, to put 
§ tho(lx °ec death. Modeftus, fearing the public execution 

clefajhcs’to man y ccclefiaftics might occafion great difturbances, 

be put to embarked them all on board a veffel, pretending the em- 

death , peror had ordered them to be fent into banifliment ; but 

wlien the veffel was at fome diftance from land, the mari- 
ners fet fire to it, as had been privately concerted, faving 
themfelves in their boat. The fhip was driven, by a ftrong 
wind, into a harbour called by Socrates Dacidazus, and 
there coniumed, with all who were in it. This cruelty, 
fays that writer, was punifhed by heaven' with a dreadful 

a Ammian. lib. xxxi, p. 341, 342, b Ibid. lib. xxviii. p. 

367, 36ft. 
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famine, which obliged molt of the inhabitants of Phrygia ' 
to abandon their country, and fly to other provinces for 
relief. Some unforefeen accident muft have diverted the 
emperor from his intended journey to Antioch; for he 
was, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, on the 
tenth of J un^at Cyzicus ; on the twelfth of December of 
this year, and during the months of January, February, 
and April, of the enfuing year, at Confhantinople c . He 
left this capital after the fifth of' May, and proceeded to 
Syria, advancing flowly, and adminiltering juftice in all 
the cities through which he palled ; a conduct which would 
have gained him the affections of the inhabitants, had he 
not, at the fame time, efcablifhed in every place the herefy 
of Arius s and betrayed an irreconcileable hatred to the ca- 
tholics d . lie pafl’ed the winter at C^efarea in Cappadocia, 
where, to his unfpeakable grief, his only fon Valentinian 
Galata died. This year the emperor divided Cappadocia into 
two provinces, appointing Tyana the metropolis of Cappa- 
docia Secunda, as Cxfarea was of Cappadocia Prima, At 
the fame time he divided Paleftine into three provinces, Pa- 
hrftina Prima, Palaeflina Secunda, and Pakcflina Salutaris. provinces, 
CaTarea was the metropolis of the fir ft, Scythopolis of the and Pale f~ 
lecond, and Petia of the third. The latter city, with the 
greater part of Palxltina Salutaiis, was difmembered from 
Arabia, as were feveial c’nies in the two other provinces 
from Phoenicia. The governor of Palxftina Prima was ho- 
noured with the title of confular ; but thole of the other 
two were only ftyled prefidents E . At what time Lycaonia, 
which had Iconium for its metropolis, was made a feparate 
province, anil thofe of Cilicia, Syria, and Phoenicia divided 
into two, and Arabia into three, we will not take upon us 
to determine. Thefe divifions of provinces proved very 
burdenfome to the people, and caufed quarrels and difputes 
among the metropolitan biftiops, as appears from the ec- 
cleliaftic hiftorians, and the letters of St. Bafil. 

In the year 372, Valens left Caefarea in Cappadocia early 
in the fpring ; for he was at Seleucia on the fourth of April, 
and on the thirteenth of the fame month at Antioch. He 
repaired to Antioch to watch the motions of the Perfians ; 
for Sapor, laying claim to Armenia, which had formerly 
belonged to the kings of Periia, but not daring openly to _ 

invade it, left the Romans fhould efpoufe the caufe of their trou bles i* 
allies, after having attempted in vain to allure the nobility Armenia 
over to his party, pretending great friendfhip for Arface* and Iberia. 
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their king, he invited him to a banquet, during which he 
ordered the unfufpetting prince to be feized ; and having 
put out his eyes, fent him in chains to the caftle of Aga- 
bana, where he was foon after put to death F . Sapor, hav- 
ing treacheroufly difpatched Arfaces, gave thegovernmenc 
of Armenia to Cylax and Artabanes, both ilatives of the 
country, but inviolably attached to his intereft. Then driv- 
ing out Sauromaces, whom the Romans had created king 
of Iberia, he put Afpacuras in his place, coufin-german to 
Sauromaces, honouring him with a diadem, which the Ro- 
mans had refufed to the othef. Olympias, the daughter of 
Ablavius, one of Conftanrine’s chief officers, given by that 
prince in marriage to Arfaces, was no fooner informed of 
the captivity of her hufband, than ffie took refuge with her 
fon Paras in a ilrong fort called Artogerafla, where the 
king’s treafures were depofited. Cylax and Artabanes were 
immediately ordered by Sapor to lay fiege to the place ; 
which they inverted accordingly ; but pitying the forlorn 
condition of the queen and young prince, thev agreed with 
the beheged to abandon the Perfians tD their fury; who 
were accordingly, almort to a man, cutoff, in a fally made 
by agreement in the night time, while the guards them- 
felves in the camp were afleep, Cylax' and Artabanes hav- 
ing given out, that the beheged had demanded and obtain- 
ed a truce for two days, in order to conhder on the terms 
that had been offered. The queen, thus delivered from 
the prefent danger, fent her fon Paras to implore the allift- 
ance of the emperor, who caufedhim to be entertained for 
feme time at Neocrefarea in Pontus, in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and condition However, not daring to aflift 
him openly, at the requeft of the nobility of Armenia he 
charged Terentius, who commanded on the borders of that 
country, with the title of comes or count, to conduct him 
into his father’s kingdom, which he fuffered him to go- 
vern, but without the title of king, or any of the enfigns of 
royalty, left the Perfians (hould look upon his appointing 
him king as a breach of the peace. 

Ht fcizti Sapor was no fooner informed of what had parted in Ar- 
and rums m cn i aj than, tranfported with rage, he detached a ftrong 
^fortre/Tj in body of troops into that kingdom, who, committing dread- 
Armtnia. ful ravages, obliged Paras, who was not in a condition to 
oppofe them, to take refuge, with Cylax and Artabanes, 
among the inacceflible mountains between the Roman ter- 
ritories and Lazica. The Perfians, in the mean time, after 
having taken and burnt feveral fortrefles, inverted Artoge- 


rafla* 


r Ammhn.Ub, xxv. p. 390. & lib. xxvii- p. 353- 
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rafla, which, after fcveral attacks, they took ancLdeftroyed, 
carrying away the wife and treafures of Arfacas. Sapor, 
finding he could not get Paras into his power, had recourfe 
to his ufual artifices, in which he feldom mifeamed. By 
private mefinges to the young prince, whofe caufe he pro- 
mifed to efpobfe, he prevailed upon him to cut ofF the heads 
of Cylax and Artabancs, who, he faid, were rather his 
governors than minifters, and fend them into Perfia Va- Patens 
lens, who had hitherto declined fending troops into Arme- f ends tro€ P* 
nia, left he {hould be charged with a breach of the peace, 
was no fooner informed of thefe proceedings, than he or- Armenians 
dered Arintheus, one of the beft commanders of his age, 
with a powerful army, into that kingdom, which by thefe 
means was preferred. The Perfians not daring to fend more 
troops thither, through fear of being overpowered by the Ro- 
mans. Sapor complained to Valens for fending troops to the 
afliftance of the Armenians, which, he faid, was a manifeft 
breach of the treaty concluded between him and Jovian. 

Valens, without regarding the complaints of the Perfian 
king, ordered a reinforcement of troops to Arintheus, and 
at the fame time difpalched Terentius, with twelve legions, 
into Iberia, to reftore Sauromaces, driven out of his king- 
dom by the Perfians. Terentius was met, as he drew near 
the river Cyrus, by ambalFadors from Afpacuras, whom the 
Perfians had created king _ of Iberia, defiring, that he and 
his kinfman Sauromaces might reign jointly, fince he could 
neither refign nor take part with the Romans, his fon being 
detained as a hoftage in the Perfian court. 

The emperor being acquainted with his propofal, and Iberia di- 
willing to fettle the affairs of Iberia without bloodfhed, 
ccnfented to a partition of the country, affigning to Sauro- j gmj & 
maces that part which lay fouth of the river Cyrus, and 
next to Armenia and Luzica, and the remainder, border- 
ing upon Albania and Perfia, to Afpacuras R . This divi- 
fion highly incenfed Sapor, who loudly complained, that 
the Romans, contrary to the treaty of peace, had fent 
troops into Armenia, and had, without his knowlege or 
confent divided Iberia. Being now refolved to make war 
upon the Romans, he nflernbled his forces, concluded al- 
liances with the neighbouring princes, and fpent the win- 
ter in vaft preparations However, he could not put him- 
felf in a condition to aft this year ; for we do not find that 
he attempted any thing, or even appeared in the field. 

Valens advanced to the banks of the Euphrates and the 

t Ammian. lib, xxvii, p. 353—355. 
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Tigris ; whence he returned in the Jatter end of autumn, 
without undertaking any thing which authors have^thought 
worthy of notice. About this time a confpiracy was form- 
ed againft Valens, but feafonaBly difeovered 1 : and this 
is all we find in hiftory concerning it. Next year Sapor 
lent a confiderable army towards the borders cJithe Roman 
empire, where they were oppofed by Trajan, an officer of 
great experience, and Vadomarius, formerly king of the 
Alemans, at the head of a numerous and chofen body of 
troops. The Roman generals had orders not to attack the 
Perfians firft, that the emperor might not be charged with 
commencing hoftilities ; but the Perfians falling upon them, 
they gained a complete victory. However, Valens readily 
confented to a truce ■, which was no fooner concluded than 
he returned to Antioch, and Sapor to Ctefiphon, for both 
princes had advanced as far as Mefopotamia, to l'upport 
their refpe&ive generals k . 

While Valens pafied the winter at Antioch, many of all 
ranks and conditions were accufed of attempting to learn, 
by magical pra&ices and forbidden arts, the name of the 
perfonwho was to fucceed him in the empire. Some of 
them confelfed the crime laid to their charge, and declared, 
that Theodorus, the emperor’s fecond fecretary, was the 
man whom the liars feemed to have deltined to the empire. 
Theodorus was defeended of an illuftrious family in Gaul 
or Sicily, endowed with extraordinary accompliffiments, 
and in every refpefl worthy of the empire, if he had not 
had the ambition of afpiring to it, and endeavouring to 
raife himfelf by unlawful means to that high Ration 1 ; for 
all authors agree that he countenanced the execrable prac- 
tices of the magicians. Ammianus, who, it feems, was 
then at Antioch, or at leaft in that neighbourhood, gives 
us a very particular and diftinft account of what palled on 
that occafion, which it would be too tedious to tranferibe. 
Theodorus was found guilty, not only of magical practices, 
which were forbidden on pain of death, but of having con- 
fpired with others to take away the emperor’s life ; for 
which crimes he was beheaded m . 

No one would have complained, if only Theodorus and 
his accomplices had fuffered ; but innumerable innocent 
perfons were on that occafion inhumanly racked, and after- 
wards either executed or exiled : a diligent fearch was 
made, not only after thofe who had been privy to the con- 
Ipiracy, but after fuch as were only fufpetted of praftifing 

1 Themift. Oral-. xi. p. 14S. k Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 38 3 

1 Boa. lib- yi. cap. 35. p. 123. Ammian, lib. xxix, p. 383, & feq. 

magic. 
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magic. .Such numbers were daily accufed and feized, flint’ 
the public prifons could no longer contain them, and few 
of thofe who were apprehended, had the good fortune to 
efcape death or banifhment. Diogenes, formerly governor 
ofBithynia, was publicly executed; and Salia, treafurer 
of Thrace, -^pired at the officer’s feet who was to examine 
him, overcome by the apprehenfion of the torture he was 
to undergo". Baffianus, whom fome writers fuppofe to 
have been the foil of Baffianus Caefar, brother-in-law to 
Conflantine the Great 0 , was faved by the powerful inter- 
ceffion of his relations, who were perfons of great didinc- 
tion, but dripped of his edate and all his effects. The 
two brothers Euiebius and Hypatius, brothers-in-law to Con- 
dantius, who had been confuls, were accufed of having 
afpired to the empire ; and though the charge could not be 
proved, yet they were banidied, and condemned to pay a 
large fine, but foon after recalled, and advanced to great 
honours. Entropius, proconful of Aha, was accufed of 
having been privy to the confpiracy of Theodorus ; but the 
philofopher Pafiphilus, who was brought as an evidence 
againd him, having fullered all the torments cruelty itfelf 
could invent, without laying any thing to his charge, he 
was difmifled, but deprived of his employment, which 
was given to Fedus the hidorian, who difeharged it for the 
fpace of five years with the mod horrid barbarity. Aly- 
pius, formerly vicar of Britain, and employed by Julian in 
rebuilding the temple of Jcrufakm, was accufed with his 
fon H icrocles, the difciple of Libanius, as a poifoner : the 
father was dripped of his edate, and banidied ; and the foil 
condemned to death, but faved (as Ammianus writes), by 
accident. 

But the mod rigorous enquiries were made after the Pa- 
gan philofophers, who were, in general, addifted to the 
ftudy of magic. The mod conliderablc among them were 
publicly executed ; namely, Hilarius, who was burnt alive, 
Patricius, Andronicus, and Cscranius : Maximus, the fa- Maximui 
mous madcr of Julian, was carried to Antioch to be exa- and other 
mined, and afterwards to Ephelus, where Fedus ordered phtlofo- 
his head to be cut off, though he was then fo ill that he 
mud have ended his life in a few days, without the inter- 
vention of the executioner p. Zonares writes, that the phi* 
lofopher Iamblichus, by a draught of poifon, prevented his 
falling into the emperor’s hands'). Valens expelled, and 
greatly defired, to find Libanius in the number of the 

» Sozom. lib. vi. cap. 35. p. 694. 0 Cange Byz. Fam. P Eunap, 

pap. 5. p. 88, 89. 4 Zonar, p, 28. 
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guilty : nothing was alleged againd him, though, as to ma- 
gical pra&ices, he owns he was not free from guilt ; but as to 
the confpiracy of Theodorus, he folemnly protefls, that he 
was altogether a ftranger r . Diligent fearch was made, not 
only after magicians, but after all books treating of magic, 
which, wherever difcovered, were committed KSThe flames, 
with thofe in whofe pofleilicjn they were found. Thefe 
enquiries extended to all the provinces fubjeft to Valens; 
and from the mod remote parts were daily brought to An- 
tioch numbers of people to be tried as magicians, becaufe 
books of magic had been found in their cudody (T) 

FeJIus On this occafion Feftus, proconful of Afia, didinguifhed 

pmEiifes himfelf above the other minifters of the emperor’s cruelty, 
iH/'fj/ rUM torturing with the utmoft inhumanity, and putting to death, 
without didin&ion of fex, age, or condition, fuch as were 
convifted, or only fufpefled, of having ufed any kind of 
charms or enchantments: he tortured the philofopher Ca> 
ranitis till he expired, for no other crime but becaufe in a 
letter to his wife he had ufed a proverbial expreflion, which 
looked like a charm : a woman was executed for pretending 
to cure agues by a charm, though fhe had bofore been fent 
for, with his knowlege and confent, to cure his own 
daughter. A young man being oblerved in a public bath 
to touch the marble with the fingers of both his hands, the 
one after the other, and then putting them to his bread, 
to repeat the feven vowels, which he fancied was an im- 
mediate remedy againd a pain in the ftomarh, Fedus caufed 
him to be immediately feized, tortured, and put to death \ 
At Antioch, a perfon being acculed of having written a 
book of magic, found an opportunity of throwing it into 
the river before he was apprehended : but this expedient 
did not fave him ; for though the book could not be pro- 
duced againd him, yet he was, after a fliort hearing, con- 
demned, aud publicly executed. 

This year is likewife remarkable for the death of Paras 
king of Armenia, treacheroufly murdered by the Romans. 

r Lib. Vit. p. 56, 57. 8 Ammian, lib. xxix. p. 390. 
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H$ had fubmitted to the king of Perfia, as we have obferved’ 
above; but afterwards renewed, it feems, his alliance with 
the Romans, and was by them acknowlcged king, n nce 
Ammianus gives him that title ; but feverai perfons, at the 
head of whom was count Terentius, having tranfmitted to 
court unfavorable accounts of his conduct and adminiftra- 
tion, the emperor fent for him, on pretence of confulting 
him about the profecution of the Per/ian war. Upon his Paras, 
arrival at Parfus in Cilicia, he was commanded to wait till hi n S°f Ar - 
farther orders ; but being in the mean time informed that me ? ia » A- 
the emperor’s defign was to arrefl him, and appoint another r ^ ingd at 
king of Armenia in his room, he refolved to make his efcape, He makes 
with the a ITi fiance of three hundred of his own fubjefts, his efcape, 
who had privately provided horfes for that purpofe. They 
fet out in the dufk of the evening; but were foon purfued 
and overtaken by a whole legion, fent to prevent their 
efcape. . At their approach, Paras faced about, and charged 
them with fuch relblution, that they fled with precipitation. 

After this effort, he travelled night and day till he reached 
the Euphrates, which he palfed upon barrels joined toge- 
ther, and purfued his journey with extraordinary expedition. 

But in the mean time the emperor, having notice of his 
efcape, difpatched a thoufand archers, under the command 
of two principal officers, to bring him back. Thefe being 
well acquainted with the country, to which Paras was alto- 
gether a flranger, getting through private roads before him, 
divided their forces, and feized on two pafles, three milc9 
diflant from each other, through one of which they took it 
for granted he would pafs. But being informed of his 
danger by a traveller, and conduced through bye-paths and 
thick woods, he efcaped the ambufeade, and arrived fafe in 
his dominions, where he was received with inexpreffible 
joy, while the Roman officers, who had long waited for 
him, were derided and ridiculed upon their difappoint- 
ment. This difgrace incenfed them to fuch a degree 
againft Paras, that, in order to haflen his ruin, they made 
the credulous emperor believe, that the young prince was 
a famous magician, and knew how to confume and wafte a 
man’s body by degrees, though at ever fo great a diftance. 

The emperor was fo much alarmed at thefe infinuations, 
that though Paras, forgetting the late afFront, continued 
faithful to the Romans, yet his death was refolved on, and 
orders were fent to Trajan, who commanded the Roman 
forces in Armenia, to difpatch him by treachery, if he could 
hot by open force. 

The manner which Trajan chofe to put this cruel com- 
mand in execution was no lefs bafe and inhuman than the 

command 
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Command itfelf. Having gained the young prince’s con- 
fidence, by frequenting his table, and producing counter- 
feit letters from Valens, filled with the rnoft tender tx- 
preflions of kindnefs, he prevailed upon him to accept of an 
entertainment at his houfe, during which he was barba- 
roufly murdered by a ruffian hired for that puj^ofe l . The 
death of Paras gave great uncafinefs to Sapor, who had 
hoped to gain him over to his interell. He was therefore 
no fooner informed of his fate than he difpatched ambaf- 
fadors to Valens with propofals for an accommodation. 
The remaining part of this year was fpent in negotiations, 
but without fuccefs, the emperor, who was then at the 
head of a numerous and well-difciplined army, being de- 
fir Otis of retrieving the glory of the Roman arms, and re- 
covering the provinces given up by the treaty with Jovian. 
Rut in the mean time, Thrace being threatened with a ge- 
neral invafion of the Goths, he was obliged to conclude 
a peace with the Perfians, but upon what terms we know 
not. 

Next year Valens was alarmed by an embaffy from the 
Goths, who, being driven out of their own country by the 
Hunns, defired permiffion to Rttlc in Thrace. But before 
we fpcak of that embaffy, and the memorable events attend- 
ing it, we mull take a curfory view of what happened in 
the Weft after the death of Valentinian, who, as we have 
related already, died at Brcgetio on the feventccnth of No- 
vember. He left two fons, Gratian, born in 359, and 
created emperor by his father on the twenty-fourth of Au- 
gufl 367, and Valentinian, born in 371. As Gratian was 
at a great diflance from the army when his father died, 
having been left, as we have obferved, at Treves, the great 
officers of the court, uncertain what fuch an extraordinary 
and unexpected accident might produce, efpecially among 
the Gauls, who ferved in the army, and were than ravaging 
the country of the Quadi beyond the Danube, difpatched a 
meffienger with intelligence of the emperor's death to Me- 
robaudes their leader, who thereupon lent immediately out 
of the way, purfuant to his inllrudtions, count Sebaftian, 
an officer greatly beloved by the foldiery, and then marched 
back to the camp at Bregetio. Upon his arrival, it was rc- 
folved in a general council of all the chief officers, both 
civil and military, that Valentinian, the fecond fon of the 
deceafed emperor, then a child but four or five years old, 
ffiouldbe declared his fucceffor. He was therefore brought 
without delay from a village, named Murocindla, about a 

1 Ammian. lib. xxx. p. 412 — 41 5, 
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hundred miles diftant from Bi^getio, and upon his arrival’ Yr of FJ 
proclaimed emperor, with the utual folemnity, the ffxth day 2325. 
after the death of his father. This ftep they took to pre- A. D, ^75. 
vent any fuddeti attack from the enemy, or mutiny in the 11 73 - 
army. They hoped that Gratian, who was then feventeen - "" 
years old, an ^ had already given proofs of an extraordinary n \ an l\. 
mild temper, and an uncommon underloading, would ac- proclaimed 
quiefee in the motives which had induced them to prefer his em Peror by 
brother to the empire without his knowlege or confent. 

Gratian at firft complained of their taking fuch an extra- ° arr ^ m 
ordinary ftep before they had confulted him; but imme- 
diately confirmed their election, and ever after treated 
young Valentinian more like his child than bis brother 11 . 

The election being confirmed by Gratian, and foon after 
by Valens, the Weft ern provinces were divided between 
the two brothers: Valentinian had for his Ihare Italy, IUy- 
ricum, and Africa; and Gratian poftciTed Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain. This divifion was made, not by Gratian, who 
was yet too young, as Zofimus pretends, but by the great 
officers of the court. As they did not confult Valens, foine 
mifunderftanding arofe between that prince and his ne- 
phews w . Notwithftanding this partition, Gratian alone 
governed the Weftern provinces to his death, Valentinian 
not being capable of aifling on account of his non-age, fo 
long as Gratian lived. The firft thing Gratian did after the 
death of his father, and the promotion of his brother, was 
to recall his mother Severa, who had been divorced and ba- 
nifhed by Valentinian, and reftore her to her former ho- 
nours x . 

In the following year, 376, Valens was conful the fifth 
time, and Valentinian the firft. Gratian, being informed 
of the horrid cruelties praftifed by Maximinus both in Italy Maximi- 
and Gaul, caufed him to he publicly executed; and appoint- nus, and 
ed Antonius, prefect of Gaul, in his room. Simplicius, 
who had been vicar of Ptome in 374, and Doryphorianus, 
who had fucceeded him in that office, underwent the fame 
fate, being ^iccufed of the like crimes : the former was be- 
headed in Illyricum, and the latter put to a cruel death, at 
the inftigation of Severa, fays Ammianus, in Gaul, whither 
be was conveyed from the Tullian prifon in Rome. As 
thefe three cruel and bloody magiftrates had, with the ut- 
moft injuftice, murdered a great number of fenators, Gra- 
tian, by a declaration published this year, eftablifhed the 

u Ammian. lib. xxx, p. 431 » 434 * z ° r - lib iv. p. 74^- Socr:it ' 
lib. iv. cap. ji. p. 249. wEunap. Legat. p. 19. * Chron. 

Alex. p. 7154, Ammian, lib. xxviii. p. 366, 

method 
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method of trying fenators y ^*which was read by Symma- 
chus in the fenate on the thirteenth of Augufl z . Maximi- 
nus, Simplicius, and Doryphorianus, had long deferved the 
fate which at length overtook them, and died unlamented; 
but the death of the renowned Theodofius, one of the 
greateft officers and belt men of his age, is^Tflain on the 
character of Gratian never to be effaced, Of his glorious 
exploits in Britain and Africa we have already fpoken in 
the reign of Valentinian ; but, notwithftanding the emi- 
nent fervices he had rendered the empire, he was this year 
by an order from court beheaded at Carthage, after he had 
triumphed over Firmus, and with his prudence and abili- 
ties reflored Africa to its former tranquility (U). 

His fon, named likewife Theodofius, who, being duke of 
Moefia in 374, had, with a courage and conduft far above 
his years, defended that province againfl the incurfions of 
the Barbarians, as we have related above, was obliged to 
yield to the ftoim, and retire to Spain his native country, 
where he lived in exile, till he was recalled by Gratian, and 
raifed to the empire. 

During thefe tranfaftions in the Weft, the Goths, driven 
out of their own country by the Hunns, approached the 
banks of the Danube, to the number of two hundred thou- 
fand men; and, being admitted by Valens into Thrace, 
they fubdued that province. Gratian was on the twenty- 
feventh of February at Treves, where he had paffed the win- 
ter, and oil the twenty-eighth of July at Mayence, perhaps 
on fome expedition againfl the Germans not mentioned in 
hiflory; for Aufonius relates, that he took fome Germans 
prifoners, and brought them with him into Gaul a . He had 
returned to Treves on the feventeemh of .September b . By 
a law dated the fifth of March, and addrefled to Cataphro- 
nus vicar of Italy, he grants many exemptions to the clergy. 

y Cod. Theodor, p. 96. z Symm. lib. x. ep. z. p. 390, 391 

» Aufon. Conful. p. 37S. b Cod. Tlieod. Chron. p. 97, 98. 

(U) His death was owing, if young prince's mind with jea- 
5t Jerom (1), Orofius (z), and loufies and fufpicions. He was, 
St. Ambrofe (3), are to be ere- at his earneft requefl, baptized 
dited, to the malicious fug- juft before he died ; fo that his 
geltions of certain perfons at death was no lefs exemplary, 
court, who, envying him the than his life had been glo- 
great reputation he had de- rious (4). 
fervedly acquired, filled the 

(1) Hier. Chron. (*) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 33. p. »io. (3) Am- 
brof. Div. 3. p. iz§. (4) Orof. ibid, 
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A dreadful plague raged this year in moll of the Weftern 
provinces, and fwept off incredible numbers of people c . 
The following year 378, when Valens was conful the flxth 
time, and Valentinian the fecond, the Goths, from Thrace, 
advanced into M^cedon and Thefialy, committing every- 
where dreadful ravages; they even approached Conftanti- 
nople itfelf, plundered the fuburbs, kept the city for fome 
time blocked up, and, in the end gave the emperor a total 
overthrow. Valens himfelf perifhed on this occafion, as all 
authois agree, though they differ in their accounts of his 
death ; for fome write, that he was killed upon the fpot ; 
and others, that, being wounded in the field, and unable 
to fly, he was carried to a peafant's houfe, which his at- 
tendants fortified. But, the Barbarians, not fufpefting the 
emperor to be there, fet fire to it, and it was confumed 
with all that were in it, except a youth, who, having made 
his efcape, firft out of the flames, and afterwards from the 
enemy, gave the R.omans an account of the emperor's un- 
happy end d . Such was the end of Valens, after he had 
lived about fifty years, and reigned fifteen, four months, 
and fome days c (W). 

He was a ftraiiger to every branch of literature, and no 
better acquainted with the military art than with the libe- ^ 
ral fciences. He did not even underftand the Greek tongue, 
though he had reigned fo many years in the Eaft among the 
Greeks. He difeovered no expedients himfelf ; but, when 
they were propofed by others, had difeernment enough to 
adopt the beft and mofl: proper f . He was naturally indo- 
lent and inadlive, an enemy to labour, and averfe to bufi- 
nefs, which was owing tD the indolent life he had led, free 
from trouble, till he was created emperor. He was ex- 
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(W) All authors agree, that 
neither his body, nor the lead 
remains of it, were ever found; 
and that his memory was ho- 
noured by no funeral obfe- 
quies. Ecclefiallical writers look 
upon his death as a judgment 
from Heaven, for his^erlecut- 
ing with great cruelty the ca- 
tholics, and his encouraging the 


herefy of Anus, which flourilh- 
ed and increafed in his reign, 
more than it had done under 
any of his predeceflors. With 
him perifhed in the flames, ac- 
cording to the modern Greeks, 
his great-chamberlain, axealou* 
patron of the Arians, and an 
avowed enemy to the orthodox 
believers (1 ). 


(«) Menses Magu. Gricc. p. 


tremelf 
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tremely timorous, and unwilling to expofe himfelf to dan- 
ger. To this difpofition moft author- aicribc the extraordi- 
nary deference which he always paid to his brother Valen- 
tinian s. Tliemiftius commends his chaftity 5 and Ammia- 
nus, a writer not partial in his favour, does not reproach 
him with lewdnefs and debauchery. He was^Conftant and 
faithful in his fricndfhip, fevcral inftances of which are re- 
lated by Ammianus. He raifed fuch only of his relations as 
were perfons of merit, and, in general, had regard to 
merit alone in the difpofal of employments. He kept a 
watchful eye over his ininifters, exacted military difciplitie 
with great rigour, not fuffeting his foldiers to do the leaft 
injury to thofe through whofe countries they marched, and 
fhewed himfelf on all occafions ready to redrefs the com- 
plaints of his injured fubjefts h . He difeharged the foreign 
guards, who had been employed by other princes as the mi- 
nifters of their cruelty. He was thoroughly acquainted with 
the ftate of his finances, and therefore did not fufl'er himfelf 
to be impofed upon by thofe who managed his accounts. 
Tliemiftius fly 1 cs him the Father of the Provinces, on ac- 
count of the great care he took in eafing them of the heavy 
taxes with which they had been loaded by his predeceflors. 

• Ammianus owns, that he could not with more care have 
confulted the good of his own family than he did the wel- 
* fare of all his fubjefts ; and that the Eaftern provinces had 
been under no prince happier than under him. Iloweyer, 
all authors agree, that he land a ftrong inclination to ava- 
rice and cruelty, which, joined to his jealous and fufpicious 
temper, induced him often to condemn innocent perfons, 
and feize on their eftates. The leaft fufpicion of treafon 
rendered him inexorable, fays Ammianus, and his ears were 
open to all manner of accufations. 

Visijfue. He left two daughters, Carofa and Anaftafia ; but all we 
know of them it, that Procopius, who became famous in the 
latter end of the reign of Theodofius, married one of them, 
being ftyled by Zofimus 1 and Sozomen k , the fon-in-law 
of Valens. What became of the emprefs Albia Dominica, 
after the death of her hufband, we arc not told. St. Chry- 
foftom, who wrote about the year 381, obferves, that the 
widow of an emperor, who had been banifhed by another 
prince, was then recalled by the mediation of many perfons 
of diftinftion, who with much difficulty obtained that fa- 
vour J . Moft writers take the emprefs, of whom he fpeaks 

B Vift. Epit. Theodor. Vit. Patr. p, 815. h Thcmift. 

Orat. x. p. 15S. 1 Zof. lib. v. p. 786. k Soz. lib. iv. 

cap. 9. p, 649. 1 Cliryf. ad Vid. Jun. p. 463. 
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in that place, to have been the widow of the emperor Va- 
lens : hut as to the caufe of her difgrace and misfortune, we 
•are quite in the dark. With the death of Valens, Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus ends his hiftory (X). 
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C II A P. LXir. 

I’ he Hijlory of the Eajiern and Wefiern Empire , 
fro?n the Death of Valens to the Divijion of 
the Empire . 

G RATIAN, alarmed at the danger that threatened the 
Eaftern provinces, ha railed by the Barbarians, refolved 
to march in per Ion to the afliftance of his uncle, as foon as 
the feafon would permit. In the mean time he ordered part 


(X) Ammianus Marcellinus 
was a native of Antioch, where 
his family made fome figure ( i ) . 
He furved fevcral years in the 
army, in quality ol domefticus, 
which was then an honourable 
poft. He attended Julian in his 
Perfian expedition, and was at 
Antioch, or in that neighbour- 
hood, when the confpiracy of 
Theodorus was difeovered in 
the reign of Valens (2). His 
hiltory was divided into thirty- 
one books, and comprifed the 
reigns of all the emperors, from 
Domitian, where Suetonius 
ends, to the death of Valens; 
but of his thirty-one books, on- 
ly the laft eighteen, beginning 
after the death of Magnentius 
in 353, have reached our times. 
Though he was a Greek, he 
chofe to write in Latin; but 
his Latin, in the opinion of 
Voflius, fpeaks him both a 
Greek and a foldier(^). Eu- 
tropius wrote his abridgement 


of the Roman hiftory in the 
reign of Valentinian and Va- 
lens, and inferibed it to the 
latter, having undertaken it 
at his rcquelh Pie attended 
Julian in his expedition in- 
to Perfia (4). He feems to 
have been of the fenatorial 
order; for, at the head of his 
work, he is diflinguifhed with 
the title of clarillimus, which 
was peculiar to lenators. In 
the reign of Valentinian, and 
before the year 376, died, ac- 
cording to St. Jerom, Aquilius, 
or Acilius Severus, a native of 
Spain, who wrote the hiftory 
of his own life in profe and 
verfe, under the title of Cataf- 
trophe. He was descended from 
another Severus, to whomLac- 
tantius inferibed two books of 
his letters. St. Jerom places 
him among the ecclefiaftic wri- 
ters ({); but his work has been 
long fince loll. 

(») Idem, lib. xxix. p. 3*7 
(4) Eutrop. p- 5 s 9- 

of 


(1) Ammian. lib. xix. p. 144- 
(3) VolT. Hill. La t. lib. ii. cap. 9, p. 201. 
(5) liier. Vir. iilultr. cap. m. 
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of the forces in Gaul to march into Iilyricum, and, joining 
the troops quartered in that province, to enter Thrace, and 
reinforce the army which Valens had lent thither. This 
meafurc the Germans, called Lentienfes, whofe country 
bordered upon Pthaetia, no fooner underftood, than, in vio- 
lation of the treaty which they had but lately poncluded with 
Gratian, they paffed the Rhine upon the ice, to the number 
of forty thoufand men ; and, entering Gaul, committed 
dreadful ravages in the neighbourhood of that river. In con- 
fequence of thisinvafion the emperor recalled the troops from 
Iilyricum, and fent them, reinforced with thofe that Were 
left in Gaul under the conduct of count Nannianus, and Mai- 
lobaudes, king of the Franks, who ferved in the Roman ar- 
my in quality of comes domefticorum, to drive back the 
Lentienfes, whofe numbers encreafed daily, the Romans, 
who guarded the banks of the Rhine having, through fear 
of the Barbarians, deferted their ftations. The two gene- 
rals, though at the head of a handful of men, gave them 
battle in the neighbourhood of Aigentaria, where the pre- 
fentcity of Colmar Hands. The Romans at firft gave ground, 
being ove/powered with numbers ; but, after a fevere con- 
flict, gained a complete victory, and made fuch a dreadful 
havock of the enemy, that, out of fuch a prodigious multi- 
tude, fcaice five thoufand made their cfcape, thirty thou- 
fand of them being killed upon the fpot, and the reft either 
flain in the purfuit, or taken prifoners. Their king Tria- 
rius, the chief author of the war, was in the number of the 
flain m . 

After this victory, Gratian paffed the Rhine at the head 
of his army; and, entering the enemy’s country, enclofed 
them among the barren mountains, to which they had fled 
with their families ; and by thefe means reduced them in a 
fhort time to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to fubmit 
to the terms the conqueror thought fit toprefciibe ; one of 
which was, that they fliould deliver up their youth to ferve 
in the Roman army. The Romans were greatly reinforced by 
this ne.wacceflion of ftrength, and at the fame time that in- 
tonftant and faithlefs nation wasdifabled from raifing frelh 
difturbances in the emperor’s abfence. In this expedition, 
Gratian gave fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, cle- 
mency, and generofity ; which gained him the efteem and 
affeCtion of his troops n . He immediately wrote to Valens, 
acquainting him with the victory, and entreating him not 
to hazard a battle till he had joined him, which he allured 

Am mi an. lib. xxxi. p. 4.5 3, 454., Via. Epit, Hier, in Chron. 
■ Ammian. lib. xxxi. p, ^55. 
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him would be very foon : but Valens, jealous of the repu- 
tation of bis nephew, which he thought eclipfed his own, 
and defirous of equalling his exploits againft the Germans, 
refolved to give battle before his arrival, that he might en- 
joy, without a rival, the glory of the victory, which he 
looked upon»3S certain. 

In the mean time Gratian, having provided for the fecu- Gratian 
nty of Gaul, began his march, and with great expedition marches to 
advanced to Arbor Felix, now Arbon, on the lake of Con- the 
fiance, and from thence to Lauriacum, now Lork, in Au- ^ ^ 
flria, on the Danube, between the Traun and the Ens. 

There he embarked part of his troops on the Danube, and 
marched by land with the reft to Bononia in Lower Dacia, 
and from thence to .Sirmium, where he remained but four 
days, though he was then ill of an intermitting fever. From 
Sirmium he purfued his march along the Danube to a fort 
in the fame province, called Caftra Martis. In his march, 
fome of his men, who had draggled from the army, were 
intercepted, and cut oft', by the Alans. From Caftra Mar- 
tis, he difpatched Richomeres, his comes domefticorum, to 
acquaint Valens of his arrival: but Valens, haftening the Valens 
battle, that his nephew might have no (hare in the viftory, gives bat- 
was utterly defeated, and perifhed, with two-thirds of his l J e ' an ^ u 
army, in the manner we have already related. The day a „/kil(ed 
after the engagement, the Goths, informed by a deferter, before his 
that Valens had left many perfons of great diftinftion in arrival. 
Adrianople, and that the imperial treafure was lodged there, 
inverted the place ; but being repulfed with great daughter, 
they abandoned the enterprize ; and marching towards Pe- ar) 0 pi e a „d 
rinthus or Heraclea, laid wafte that fertile country, then Con/tantin- 
advanced to Conftantinople, hoping to make themfelves ople. 
mailers of that /lately metropolis : but the Saracens, whom 
Mavia their queen had fent to the afliftance of the Romans, 
and who were more formidable in fudden onfets than re- 
gular engagements, having in feveral fallies cut off great 
numbers of the Goths, the reft raifed the fiege, and retired 
from the neighbourhood of that city. 

The remaining part of this year they fpent in ravaging Dreadful 
Thrace, Scythia^ Mcefia, and even Illyricum, as far as the 
Julian Alps, which part that province from Italy . The * 
neighbouring Barbarians, namely the Quadi and Sarnia- Goths, and 
tians, entered the Roman territories at the fame time, put- other Bar- 
ting all to fire and fword, and furpafling the Goths them- bartons, 
fclves in the horrid cruelties they praftifed p. St. Jerom 

• Ammian. p. 456—4 58 . & lib. Xu, p. 160. 
iv. p. 751. 
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’gives us a pathetic account of the calamities fufFered at that 
time by the fubjecds of the empire. The cities of Illy ri- 
cum which fufFered mod on this occafion, were Petavin 
and Murfia ; the former is faid to have been betrayed to the 
Barbarians by Valens, whom the Arians had attempted to 
raife to that fee As there were great numbers of Goths, 
who ferved in the Roman armies, quartered in the forts and 
cities of A fra, Julius, who commanded in that province, 
apprehending they would join their countrymen, by private 
letters fent to the governois of the cities where they were 
quartered, ordered them all to be maflacred at the fame 
time. This inhuman order was put in execution without 
the lead noife or didurbance, and Afia delivered from the 
danger it had juft reafou to apprehend ; for Zofimus afl'ures 
us, that the Goths only wanted an opportunity to revolt, 
and treat the Romans as they were treated by them T . 

We left Gratian on the frontiers of Thrace, ready to en- 
ter that province, and join Valens; but he no fooner heard 
the news of his death, and of the great lofs the Romans had 
fudained in the fatal battle of Adrianople, which were 
brought to him by Vielor, 'w ho had had the good fortune 
to efcape the general (laughter, than he retreated to Sir- 
mium, to deliberate on the mod proper meafures to be 
taken in fo critical a conjuncture. After a fhort day at Sir- 
mium, he marched, at the head of all the forces he could 
aflemble, to Condantinople, to fecure that metropolis. In 
the mean time, reflecting how many brave officers had pe- 
rilhed in the prefent war, and how much he Itood in need 
of an able and faithful general, he fent for Theodofius, 
who, after having given fignal proofs of his courage, con- 
duct, and experience, in military affairs, had, upon the 
death of his father, retired to Spain, his native country. 
Theodofius obeyed the emperor’s command; and, quitting 
his retirement, proceeded to Illyricum, where he was re- 
ceived by Gratian with the greated demondrations of kind- 
nefs and edeem, and foon after fent, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, againd the Sarmatians, who were in full 
march to join the Goths : but Theodofius, falling upon 
them, cut the greater part of them in pieces, and obliged 
the red to repafs the Danube. From Condantinople the 
emperor returned to Sirmium, where he pafled the winter. 
He no fooner faw himfelf, by the death of Valens, mader 
of the Ead, than he recalled, and redored to their fees, the 
orthodox bifliops, who had been banifhed by Valens ; and. 
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by an edi£lr, granted entire liberty of confidence to Chris- 
tians of all denominations, except the Manichees, the 
Photinians, and the Eunomians, whom he would not fuffer 
to have any churches. This cdiCt put a period to the per- 
fecinion which the Arians had raifed, and carried on with 
great cruelty* againft the Catholics, during the reign of 
Yalens. Gratian, notwithftanding his zeal for the ortho- 
dox faith, did not for the prefent meddle any farther with 
religious affairs, through fear of raifing new difturbances, 
which, in the prefent diftrafted ftate of the empire, might 
have been attended by dangerous confequences. This law, 
granting liberty of confcience to all Chriftians, feems to 
have taken place only in the Eaft, where the Catholics did 
not enjoy it before ; for by another law enafted this year, 
and addreffed to Flavianus vicar of Africa, he abfolutely 
condemns the Donatifts, orders their churches to be deli- Heron- 
vered to the catholics, and declares, that he will fuffer no demnj the 
other doftrine to be taught or held, except that which is 
agreeable to the gofpel, to the faith of the apoftles, and to 
the tradition of the church. 

While he relidcd at Sirmium, furrounded Drt all fides by He raifes 
the Barbarians, he named Aufonius and Olybrius confuls thepoit 
for the enfuing year. He wrote to Aufonius, who had been 
his preceptor, a molt condefcending letter, acquainting him 
with his promotion, and at the fame time prefented him 
with the confular robe, that which the emperors wore 
when they triumphed 5 . As Valens died without ifTue 
male, Gratian, by his death, became foie matter of the em- 
pire ; but not thinking himfelf equal to fo great a burden* 
cfpecially at fo critical a conjuncture, when the Goths, 

Hunns, Alans, Sarmatians, and Quadians, had made irrup- 
tions into the empire on one fide, and the Alemans and 
other German nations were ready to invade it on the 
other, he refolved to take a colleague capable of eafing him 
of part of his burden, and extricating the ftate from the 
difliculties under which it laboured. Valentinian fhared in- 
deed the title, but not the authority, of emperor, he being 
then but feven, or at moft eight years old. Without any 
regard, therefore, to his own relations, or rather regarding 
thofe, to life the exprefiion of Themiftius, as his neareil 
relations, who were beft qualified for fo great a. truft, he 
determined to afTume Theodofius for his partner in the fu- 
preme power ; a perfon of extraordinary accompllfliments. 

Ho Jefs admired on account of his exemplary piety, than for 
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his prudence, his experience in war, and the gforioos ex- 
ploits he had already performed A 

Purfuant to thi 3 refolution, he declared him emperor at 
Sirmium on the nineteenth of January of the enfuing year 
379, while Aufonius and Q^Clodius Hermogenianus Oly- 
brius were confuls. It was with the utmoft difficulty that 
Gratian prevailed upon him to accept what others fought 
with fo rntfch ambition, and employed the molt unlawful 
means to attain. He refufed what others looked upon as 
the gfeateft happinefs, in fueh manner as evidently fhewed 
that he accepted it by confhraint u . After Gratian had, to 
the general latisfa&ion both of the people and foldiery, 
raifed him to the empire, he committed to his care the 
Eaft, Thrace, and the relt of the provinces which had been 
governed by Valens, referving only Caul, Spain, and Bri- 
tain ; for Italy, lllyricum, and Africa, were ruled by his 
brother Valentinian vv . 

Theodolius, whom Gratian raifed to the empire, was, 
according to moft authors, a native of Cauca in Galicia, 
which city (till retains the fame name ; but Marccllinus, 
m his chronicle, fuppnfts him to have been born in Italica, 
near Seville, the birth-place of the emperor Trajan j and 
both that writer and CJaudian rank him among the great 
men of the Ulpiart family, from which Trajan fprung 
Theodofitis refembled that prince, according to Vi&or, 
both in the features of his face and the virtues of his 
mind ; but Was a (hanger to the vices of Trajan, fuch as 
druftkennefs, incontinence, and ambition He was the 
fon of Thermantia and the celebrated Theodofius, who 
conquered a new province in Britain, defeated Firmus in 
Africa, and was dcfervedly efteemed the greatefi: com- 
mander of his age *. The emperor himfelf was born in 
the year 346, fo that he was advanced to the empire in the 
thirty-third year of his age a . He ferved under his father 
Jti Britain, when he was very young b ; and being foon after 
created duke of Moefia, he gained a memorable victory 
over thte Sarmatiahs in 374, being then only eighteen years 
bid c . 

After the death of his father he withdrew to Spain, and 
led a retired life, employing hi* time partly in reading, and 
partly in works of agriculture, till he was recalled by Gra- 


* Themiftius. Oraf. xiv. p. 182. * Pacat. p. 253, 254. 

w Theod. lib. v. cap. 6, p. 711. Zof. p. 746. x Marcel. Chron. 
p. 78. Claud, p. 45. y Vi&. p. 546, 547. x Ammian. 

lib. xxviii. p. 368. a Theod. lib. r. cap. 710. b Zo f. 

p r 960. c Amnftfn. llb^xxix. p, 410. 
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tian in 373, and declared emperor d . He was then mar- 
ried to Flaccilla, called by moll of the Greek writers Pla- 
cilla, and by focne Placidia j and had by her at lcail three 
children ; namely, Arcadius, bom about the year 377, dur- 
ing his father’s retirement ; Honorius, born in 384, and a 
daughter named Pulcheria, born before the year 379. 

The joy which Theodolius’s promotion gave to all the 
fubjecls of the empire, was equal to the high opinion they 
entertained of hisjuftice, integrity, moderation, and abili- 
ties in war ; and indeed, though commendations from 
the pen of a poet are of no great weight, yet we cannot 
help thinking with Claudian, that the empire, wifhout the 
afliftance of Theodofius, would never have recovered its 
former luftre, but become a prey to the Barbarians c . Af- 
ter the promotion of Theodolius, Gratian fet out for Gaul, 
upon intelligence that the Germans were in arms, and ready 
to invad^ that province f . He was at Aquileia in the be- 
ginning of July, and in the latter end of the fame month 
at Milan e, where he contracted a great intimacy with St. 
Ambrofe, to whom he ever after (hewed the higheft refpeCl 
and veneration. It was at his requeft that St. Ambrofe 
wrote, though unwilling to engage in religious debates, his 
treatife on faith, in which he proves the divinity of the Son, 
and another demonltrating the divinity of the Holy Ghoft. 
The pious emperor was (o well pleafed with thefe two 
pieces, that he immediately ordered a church to be deli- 
vered to the Catholics, which he had fequeltered at Milan, 
with a defign to give it to the Arians, out of complaifancc 
to his mother-in-law Juftina. At the fame time, revoking 
the law by which he had granted, the preceding year, 1- 
berty of confcience to all lefts, he publifhed another, for- 
bidding all heretics, efpecially the rebaptizers, to preach 
their tenets, or to hold aflemblies, in any part of the em- 
pire. This law is dated from Milan, the third of Auguii 
of the prefen t year 379, and was, no doubt, owing to the 
zeal of St. Ambrofe. Gratian left Milan foon after;, and 
palling through Rhrctia, the province of the Sequani, and 
Germania Prima, repaired to Treves, where ; he pafiTed the 
winter h . This year we find the Lombards nrft mentioned 

an We°lIft Theodofius at Sirmium, where he had been 
declared emperor on the nineteenth of January, tie 
was furrounded by multitudes of Barbarians, who, alter 

d Ambrof, Sermo de Diverf. p. 1 x 5 - p. 54*- c 

Conful Hon. cap. 4 - P- 4°, 4*- ^ 
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the defeat and death of Valens, ravaged the neighbour- 
ing countries without reftraint. Dacia, Thrace, and 
Illyricum were already loft. The Goths, the Taifali, the 
Alans, and the Hunns, were matters of the greateft part of 
thefe provinces, and had ravaged and laid wafte the reft : 
the Armenians, Iberians, and Perfians, were likewife iu 
arms, and ready to take advantage of the prefent diftrafted 
Hate of the empire *. The few foldiers who had furvived 
the late defeat, ftruck with terror, kept within the cities 
and fortreflea of Thrace, without even daring to look abroad, 
much lefs to make head againft the victorious enemy. 
Gratian probably aflifted the new emperor with fomc 
troops ; it is at leaft certain, that he left with him two of- 
ficers of great diftinftion, namely, count Ricomer, a Frank, 
and Maiorianus, who commanded the troops of Illyricum 
under Gratian, and was by Theodofius raifed to the poll of 
general both of the horfe and foot. Both thefe officers 
diftinguifhed themfelves under Theodofius, and gained great 
advantages over the Gpths k . 

Theodofius, leaving Siimium foon after the departure of 
Gratian, repaired to Theflalonica, the capital of Eaft-llly- 
ricum. During his refidence in that metropolis, the chief 
cities of the Eaft fent deputies, congratulating him upon 
his acceftion to the fovereign power, and imploring his pro- 
tection. At the head of the deputies from Conftantinoplc 
was the celebrated orator Themiftius, who, in a fpeech 
which he pronounced on that occafion, intreated the em- 
peror to confirm the privileges granted fp that great metro- 
polis by his predeepffors. The emperor received them in a 
moft obliging manner, prgpiifing to redrefs the evils of 
which they complained J . Having reinforced his army 
with new levies, and made other preparations for war, he 
took the field, probably about the end of June ; for on the 
feventh of July he was at Scupi in Dardania, and on the 
tenth of Apguft at a place called Vicus Augpfti, the fitua- 
tion of which is unknown to geographers. Several battles 
were fought this year, of which we can fcarce give any ac- 
count j for our fureft guide, Ammianus Marcellinus, fails 
\ls here and other authors spe fo obfeure in their accounts, 
fo inconfiftent with each other, and often with themfelves, 
that we cannot depend upon any thing they relate. All 
yrt know for certain is, that part of the Goths fubmitted 
to Theodofius, and the reft withdrew from Thrace. Ip 
this particular at leaft, all authors are unanimous. The 

1 Themift. Orat. xvi. p, 207. k 5idon, Car. p. 311, 1 Them. 

Drat. *iy. p. 180—183. 
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emperor, having thus reftored Thrace to its former tran- 
quillity, returned in the latter end of the autumn to Thef- 
falonica, and took up his winter-quarters. 

In the following year, 380, the two emperors were con- 
fuls, Gratian the fifth time, and Theodofius the full. The 
former, after having pafled the winter at Treves, from 
which place we find two laws, Hated the fixth and fifteenth 
oF February, fet out early in the fpring for Italy, and was 
on the fourteenth of March at Aquileia, and at Milan on 
the twenty-fourth of April. From Milan he advanced to 
Sirmium, and continued till the end of the fummer, partly 
in the neighbourhood of that city, and partly in Pannonia m . 
Theodofius was feized in the month of February of this 
year with a dangerous malady; and this was what obliged 
Gratian to quit Gaul, and haften into IUyricum, left the Gratian 
neighbouring Barbarians fhould embrace that opportunity returns to 
to break into Thrace n . As the Goths were (till in arms, 
and threatened to pafs the Danube, Gratian, during the 
illnefs of h is colleague, propofed and concluded a treaty of treaty 
peace with them, which, however advantageous to their *wtth the 
nation, was confirmed by Theodofius upon his recovery G ° iht - 
Theodofius, during hisficknefs, demanded with great earn- Thevdojius , 
eftnefs the facrament of baptifm ; which be received wiih being 
exemplary piety from the hands of Afcolus bifliop of Tlief- 
falonica, after having carefully informed himfelf of the 
faith that prelate profefled. Finding him both orthodox in ma \ady, is 
his belief and blamelefs in his manners, the pious empe- baptized, 
ror immediately fent for him to court; was baptized by 
him; and from that inftant, the violence of the malady 
abating, he began to recover p . Soon after his recovery, *?**jj*d 
the emperor gave a fignal proof of his zeal for the ortho- Qrt j lQc{ox 
dox faith, by the famous law dated from ThelTalonica the 
twenty-eighth of February of the year 38°* that law 
Theodofius declares, that all his fubjeds, without excep- 
tion, (hall adhere to the faith which the church of Rome 
had received of St. Peter, which was taught by Damafus 
bifhop of that city, anti by Peter biftiop of Alexandria, a 
man of great fanftity ; that is, that they (hall acknowlege 
and confefs the divinity of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the Holy Gholl ; that thofe who held this doctrine mould 
be deemed Chriftian catholics; but, on the contrary, fuch 
as rejected it ftiould be treated as heretics and infamous 
perfons, their conventicles ftiould not be called churches. 


m Cod. Theod. Chron. p. 101 — 104. 
Cap. x 7 . p. 619. D Profper- Chron. 
5 oz. p. 707. Aug. Civ i t. Dei, lib, v, 
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and they themfclves {hould undergo thofc punifhments, 
which were due to their wickednefs, from the imperial au- 
thority, and divine juftice, it being a crime, and a facri- 
lege, to depart from the true faith through contempt, or 
even out of ignorance. This is the memorable law which 
was addrefled to the people of Conftantinople, and to the 
prefeft Eutropius, with orders to publifb it in all the pro- 
vinces, and caufe it to be every-where obferved by the fub- 
jetfls of the empire. To this law St. Auftin, no doubt, al- 
luded, when he wrote that Theodofius, upon his acceflion 
to the empire, by a law replete with mercy and juftice, 
curbed the fury of the wicked, and relieved the church, 
long opprefled by the proteftion given by Valens to the 
Arians. Befides this, the emperor publifhed feveral other 
laws this year, tending to the reformation of manners ; one 
forbidding all capital trials during the forty days preceding 
Eafter, that is, during Lent ; another prohibiting, under 
fevere penalties, widows to marry during the time of mourn- 
ing for their deceafed hufbands, which was by this law ex- 
tended from ten months to a whole year ; a third implying, 
that informers fhould be punifhed with death, if they were 
found to have informed thrice, though their accufations 
had always proved true. By a law dated the fixteenth of 
November, the emperor declares it unlawful to beg the 
(eftates of perfons condemned fpr treafon ; adding , 11 Whereas 
the importunity of fuch petitioners often wrefts from the 
prince what he ought not to grant, his refeript in their fa- 
vour fhall not be valid ; and fuch as {hall by thefe means 
have obtained the confifcated eftates, fhall be punifhed as 
tranfgrefTors of the laws.” Under other princes, the eftates 
pf perfons condemned for treafon were frequently granted 
to thofe who had accufed them ; an indulgence that proved 
an encouragement to informers : but this, and the other 
laws of Theodofius, reftrairied thefe vile pradlices. By for- 
mer laws, the eftates of fuch as had bepn banifhed, or exe- 
cuted, fell to the treafury; but Theodofius, by two laws 
of this year, dated the feventeenth of June, orders the ef- 
tates of the former to be divided between the treafury 
and the criminal, or his children ; and thofe of the latter to 
be left entirely to their children or grandchildren. In cafes 
of treafon, only one fixth of the criminal’s eftate was al- 
lotted to his children, whether he was baniflied or executed. 

Notwithftanding the treaty which the Goths had con- 
cluded with Gratian, that prince had no fooner left Illyri- 
cum to return to Gaul, than they pafled the Danube, un- 
der the conduft of Fritigern, Alatheus, and Saphrax ; and, 
breaking into Thrace and Fannonia, advanced as far a$ 
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Maccflon, deftroying every thing with fire and fword < 

Zohmus relates, that they laid wafte Thcffaly and tpirus 
and penetrated as far as Achaia, without the lead oppofi- 
tion r . r l heodofius, having in the mean time afl'embled his 
troops, took the field ; and coming up with the enemy on 
the fiontiers of Macedon, declined an engagement with 
forces fo much fuperior to him in number ; but harafled 
them, by cutting off their parties, and intercepting their 
convoys. The Goths, apprifed of his defign, attacked the 
Roman camp in the night, made themfelves mafters of it, 
cut moft of the troops in pieces, and would have taken the 
emperor himfelf prifoner, had he not faved himfelf by 
flight, while the Goths were plundering the tents. Such 
is the account of Zofimus. .But Idatius s , Marcellinus 
Gregory Nazianzen, who was then at Conftantinople u , and 
Philoftorgius w , an Arian writer, and confequently not par- 
tial to 1 heodofius, affine us, that the emperor gained a tri j r 
compltte victory over the Goths; and that, upon his re- defeats Mr 
turn to Conftantinople, he entered that metropolis in tri- Goths. 
umph. Jornandes, who omits no opportunity of celebrat- 
ing the exploits of his Goths, takes no notice of their pre- 
tended vidfory over fheodofius. Befides, Gregory Nazi- 
anzen deferibes his triumphal entry into Conftantinople, of 
which he was an eye-witnefs ; and adds, that he well de- 
fended that honour, for having checked the fury of the 
Barbarians, who, confiding in their numbers and natural 
fiercenefs, had ventured to engage a commander of his fu- 
perior talents. The next confuls were FI. Syagrius and FI. 
Eucherius, uncle, as is fuppofed, to Theodofius. Gratian 
was this year, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, at 
Milan on the twenty-ninth of March; at Aquileia on the 
twenty-fecond of April, and eighth of May ; and at Treves 
on the fourteenth of Odlober. He returned to Aquileia on 
the twenty-fixth of December, and paffed the winter in that 
city x . As to the affairs in the Eaft, Theodofius continued 
at Conftantinople, at leaf!: to the nineteenth of July. At All the 
that metropolis he publiftied a law dated the tenth of Ja- churches 
nuary, forbidding heretics of all denominations to hold af- delwtrtA 
femblies in cities, and commanding the churches through- 
out the empire to be immediately given up to the Catholics. 

The execution of this law was committed to Sapor, one of 
the greateft generals of his time, with orders to drive out 
the heretics in every province, and put the Catholic paftors 

i Jorn. Rcr. Goth- cap. zj. p. 649. * Zof. p. 756. s Ida t. 

Faft. t Marcell. Chi on. u Greg . Naz. Cap. i. p. 20. 

w Philolt. lib. ix. cap. 19. p. 133- x Cod, Thcod. Chron. p. 104. 
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in pofTeflion of the churches the fe&aries had ufurpeJ. Sa- 
por did not meet with the lead: difficulty in the execution 
of his commiflion, except at Antioch, where the Catholics 
( were divided among themfelves Y . 

Yr oF FI At ^ ls P er ^°d Athanaric, the moil powerful of all the 
1729 Gothic princes, who had maintained a three years warwith 
. D, 381. Valens, being expelled by a faftion, took refuge in the 
.C.11Z9. Roman territories, notwithftanding his pretended oath 
never to tread on Roman ground ; and, coming to Con- 
recur^t'o ft ant i no pl e i was received with great marks of friendfhip by 
q’heodofiusy Theodofius, who went out to meet him, and attended him, 
dies , and and his numerous retinue, into the city. But Athanarie 
isinterred died f 0 on after his arrival; and Theodofius caufed him to 
T C °i^ anm be buried after the Roman manner, with fuch pomp and fo- 
p 9 lemnity, that the Goths, who had attended him in his 
flight, aflonifhed at the magnificence of the funeral, re- 
turned home, refolved never to moleft the Romans ; nay, 
out of gratitude to the emperor, who had thus honoured 
the memory of their deceafed prince, they undertook to guard 
the banks of the Danube, and prevent the Romans from be- 
ing attacked oil that fide Immediately before the death of 
Athanaric the philofopher Themiftius pronounced his fif- 
teenth oration in the palace before the emperor, in which he 
obferves, amongother things, that Theodofius, who was then 
in the third year of his reign, had granted innumerable fa- 
thejecond vours, but had not condemned one perfou to death a . The 
ecumenical pious emperor, defirous to heal the divifions that rent the 
council . church, and to redrefsthe abufes which prevailed in the date, 

fummoned this year, in the month of May, the fecond ge- 
neral or oecumenical council, which was held at Conftanti- 
Several nople by all the bifhops of his dominions b . While the coun- 

laivsof cil was aflembling, the emperor publiflied a law, dated the 

theodofius f econ d of May, depriving fuch as had renounced the Chrif- 
lurttia* ^ an re ^fP on to embrace Paganifm, of the right of difpofing 
of their effects by will = . By another, dated the eighth of 
the fame month, he extends that penalty to the Manichees, 
whofe eftates he declares confifcated, unlefs their children 
fhould embrace the true religion ; in which cafe they were 
to enjoy the inheritance of their parents. In a council held 
before the emperor on the twenty-ninth of June, Theodo- 
fius declared, that the refpeft due to the prielthood not 
fuffering bifhops to be fummoned as witnefles, they were 

r Cod. Thcod, Chron. lib. vi. tit. 5. kg 6. p. 117, 118. Theo- 
dorct. lib. v- cap. ». p. 706. * Zof. lib. iv. p. 7 58, 753. Orof. 

lib. vii, cap. 34, p. 220, a Thcmill. Orat. xv. p. 185 — 190- 
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by the laws exempted from the obligation of appearing In’ 
courts of judicature. By an edift, dated the nineteenth 
of July, he forbids the Eunomians and Arians to build 
churches, either in the cities or in the country; and de- 
clares the places where they fhall have preached, or per- 
formed any other function, confifcated. All thefe laws 
are dated from Conftantinople ; but two others of the 
twenty-firft of July, from Heraclea in Thrace, whither the 
emperor had advanced againft the Barbarians who were ftill 
in arms. Zofimus tells us, that having demanded affiftance 
of Gratian, that prince furniOied him with a confiderable 
body of troops, commanded by Baudo or Bauto, and Ar- 
bogaftes, who were both Franks, but experienced officers, 
and greatly attached to the empire. The former was fa- 
ther to Eudoxia the wife of Arcadius, and maintained a 
correfpondence by letters with Symmachus 4 . We ffiall 
have occafion to fpeak of the latter hereafter,. Upon the 
arrival of thefe commanders, the Goths, who were ravag- 
ing Macedon and Theflaly, retired with precipitation into 
Thrace ; but not being able to fubfift in that province, which 
they themfelves had laid wafte the preceding year, they were 
forced to fubmit to Theodofius. The emperor gained a 
complete vidtory over the iScyri and Carpodaca?, who had, 
jointly with the Hunns, made an irruption into the empire, 
and obliged them to pafs the Danube. We find the Scyri 
frequently mentioned amongft the northern Barbarians; 
but no farther notice is taken of the Carpodacse in hiftory. 
This campaign ended in September; for on the fifth of 
that month the emperor was at Adnanople, and on the 

twenty-eight at Con Itantinople e . . r 

In the following year, 382, when Antomus, called aUo 
Antoninus, and fuppofed to have been father-in-law to 
Theodofius, was conful with Syagrius, the neighbouring 
Barbarians broke into Italy, but were foon repulfed by Gra- 
tian, who paffied the greatell part of this year at Milan, or 
in that neighbourhood, watching their motions. From 
feme laws publifiied in the month of September of this 
year, it appear?, that the empdor was forced to ra.fe new 
levies, and demand extraordinary fubfidies for the defence 
of Rhstia and Illyricum. As Rome was mfefted by mul- 
titudes of beggar/, Gratian, by a law dated the twentieth 
of June, ordered Severus, prefeft of c,t 7 * ' t0 f “ ZB thof ^ 
Who were capable of earning their livelihood by labour, and 
tobeftow them upon thofe who fhall have informed againft 

i Zof. lib. iv. p. 757. Syram. lib. iv. epift. ij, 16. P ' CoA 
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'them, either as flaves, if they were fuch by condition, or 
to be employed the remaining part of their lives, if they 
were free-born, in tilling their grounds, and in other works 
of agriculture. By another law, dated the eighteenth of 
Auguft, he fufpended, for the fpace of thirty days, the 
execution of all criminals, reckoning from the day they 
received fentence. He ordered the altar of Victory, which 
r ftood in the place where the Roman fenate affembled, to 
be removed, and declared the revenues belonging to it con- 
fiscated f . At the fame time he declared void and null all 
the privileges and exemptions granted by other emperors to 
tbe Pagan pontiffs, or to the Veftal virgins, ordering the 
officers of the revenue to confifcate the lands, which, for 
the future, fhould be bequeathed to them or their temples. 
The Pagan fenators fent deputies, at the head of whom 
was Symmachus, to prevail upon the emperor to revoke 
thefe laws \ but Gratian would not admit them to his pre- 
fence *. 

The heretics received no lefs fevere treatment in the Eaft 
from Theodofius, than the Pagans in tbe Well from Gra- 
tian ; for, by a law dated the laft of March, he declared 
fuch of the Maniohees, as were then known by the names 
of Encraticse, fiaccofori, and Hydroparaftatse, that is, the 
Continent, the Sack-bearers, the Water-drinkers, guilty 
of death, and likewise againft fuch as, in the celebiation 
of Eafter, differed as to the day from other Chriftians. As 
the Goths had been driven out of Macedon, and (hut up in 
Thrace, where they could not fubfift, Theodofius, not 
willing to drive them to defpair, received their deputies in 
a very kind manner ; and as they could not return to their 
own country, which was fubjeft to the Hunns, upon lay- 
ing down their arms, he allowed them to fettle in Thrace 
and Moefia, which two provinces were almoft entirely un- 
peopled, by the frequent incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians and tbe late wars. The emperor exempted 
them from all the tributes and taxes that were paid by the 
other fubj efts of the empire 11 . This was in all likelihood 
one of the articles on which they fubmitted. Great num- 
bers entered into the Roman fervice ; but formed a feparate 
body, and were commanded by officers of their own nation, 
a circumftance which proved the fource of many evils ; but 
as they were well acquainted with the avarice, injuftice, 
and cruelty of the Roman officers, they infilled upon con- 
tinuing united, in order to fecure themfdves againft the 

f ‘Cqd. Theod. lib. x. tit. 16. leg. io. p. u$%. J Arohrof. «p. 

ii. p. 195. Symm, lib. x, ep. 54. p. 455,456. h Theraift. Omt. 
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jnfults they had reafon to apprehend when difperfed among' 
the Roman troops. 

The next confuls were FI. Merobaudes the fecond time, 
and Flavius Saturninus. Gratian was, from the twenty- 
ninth of January of this year 383, to the fecond of May, at 
Milan ; at Vadua 011 the twen ty-feventh and twenty-eighth 
of the fame month; and at Verona 011 the feventeenth of 
June l . This year is remarkable for a dreadful famine that 
ra iT cd in Rome, but more on account of the difturbances 
raffed in the (late by Maximus, which terminated the life and 
reign of ihe excellent emperor Gratian (Y). That ufurper, 
feeing Theodofius railed to the empire, fays Zolnnus, 
while he could not attain to any confulerable employment, 
urged by jealoufy and envy, began to encourage the aver- 
(ion of the Roman foldiers to Gratian, whom they confider- 
cd as too great an cncourager of foreigners; infoinuch that, 
in the end, they revolted, declared Maximus emperor, and, 
with the ufual folemnity, bellowed on him the purple and 
diadem. He pretended, that he was allied to Iheodofius, 
and that it was with his participation and confent he had 
aflumedthe fovereignty k . Orofiusftyles him a man of cou- 
rage, and worthy of the empire, had he attained it by law- 
ful means 1 > and Sulpitius fpeaks of him as a perfon who, 
except this u furpation, deferved in every other refpeft to 
be efteemed and commended m . Gregory of Tours relates, 
that before his ufurpation, he had gained feveral hgnal 

vidlories in Britain f 

Maximus at firft was fupported only by a fmall number ot 
the inhabitants of this ifland; but others flocking to him 
from all parts of Britain, he found himfelf, in a very fhort 
fnace, at the head of a powerful army, which he im- 
mediately tranfported into Gaul. Landing at the mouth of 
the Rhine, he prevailed upon the neighbouring provinces 
to revolt from Gratian, and join him, not fo much by force 
of arms, as by art and addrefs"; extending, fays Gildas, 

.Cod.Theod.Chro.. P- s^.* 7 £p. 7 . 

n GregiTur Hift. F.'anc.'lib.i. cap. p. 3 - ’ ™ P’ 7 6 °' 
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(Y) That ufurper, named 
Magnus Clemens Maximus, 
was, according to Zofimus, a na- 
tive of Spain, brought up, fays 
Pactftus, in the family ot Theo- 
doflus as a fervant, and employ- 


ed in the meaneft offices (i). 
Zofimus pretends, that he ferv- 
ed in Britain with Theodofius, 
who, as we have obferved al- 
ready, attended his father into 
this ifland in the year 3 68. 


(1) Pacat, p, 2*4. 
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by lies and perjuries, the empire which he had acquired by 
wickednefs and rebellion p . Gratian was then at war with 
the Germans called Juthongi; but he no fooner heard of 
the arrival of the ufurper in Gaul, than he marched to 
Treves, to put a Hop to his farther progrefs. On his route, 
great part of his troops, corrupted by the emiflaries of 
Maximus, abandoned him, to join the ufurper. However, 
thinking himfelf Hill a match for Maximus, he left Treves, 
went in quell of his enemy, and offered him battle Gra- 
tian’s army was commanded by Merobaudes, and count 
Balio, an officer of tried valour and fidelity r . Some authors 
write, that a battle was fought near Paris; but Zofimus 
tells us, that the two armies continued for five days to- 
gether in the prefence of each other, without any action, 
except a few fkirmilhes, in which no great advantage was 
gained on either fide; but that, at length, the troops of 
Gratian, provoked at his fhewing fo much favour, and giv- 
ing the preference, to foreigners, as if he chiefly relied on 
their courage and fidelity, fhamefully deferted him. Gra- 
tian, finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned, fled to the 
Alps, attended only by three hundred horfemen; and, hav- 
ing reached Lyons, after he bad been refufed admittance 
into other cities, was taken prifoner, and fuon after put to 
death 3 . Thus died Gratian, in the flower of his age, hav- 
ing lived only twenty-four years, and three or four months, 
and reigned, from the time he had been created emperor, 
flxteen years, and one day ; but, from the death of his fa- 
ther only feven years, and nine months r . He married in 
374, or 375, Conflantia, the pofthumous daughter of the 
emperor Conftantius, and had by her a fon, and other chil- 
dren u ; but they all died, it feems, before him vr , as did 
likewife his wife Conflantia, whofe body was brought this 
year to Conftantinople, according to Idatius, and the 
chronicle of Alexandria, on the thirty-firft of Auguft, and 
interred on the fecond of December. Gratian was, not 
long before his death, married to his fecond wife Laeta x , 
to whom, as well as to her mother, by name Pilfamine, 
Theodofius allowed a yearly penfion, to fupport them ac- 
cording to their rank, which they employed in relieving 
the poor of Piome, when that city was befieged by Alaric 

p Gild. Excid. Brit. cap. id, 11, p. 117. s Socrat. lib. v. cap. 11. 
p. z 70. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 710. r Profp. p. 267. Ambrof. 
Ep. 56. p. 320, 321. 3 Orof. lib. vii. cap. 34. p. 120. Hier* 

Chron. p. 26. Ambrof. Pfal. lxi, p. 746. t Socr. lib. v. cap. 11. 
p. 270. Marcell. Chron. u Aug. Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap. 25. 

w Theodor, lib. v. cap. iz. p. ;ji. x Soz. lib. vii- cap. 13- p. 721. 

in 
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!n the year 408 y . The death of Gratian was no fooner 
known at Milan, than St. Ambrofe, who had lived in great 
intimacy with him, and was deeply aftefted with the lofs 
of fuch an excellent and inimitable prince, as he ftyles him, 
went from that city to demand his body of Maximus, in the 
name of Valentinian. But the ufurper refufed it, pretend- 
ing, that the tranfporting of his allies vim uld fcrve only to 
renew the grief of the foldiery z . However, they were 
afterwards brought to Milan, and interred near the tomb of 
Valentinian II. 

All writers, whether Chriflians or Pagans, agree, that he His cha- 
was endowed with every good quality neceffiiry in a prince, rotter. 
extolling unanimouily his modefty, his juftice, his modera- 
tion, and defire of doing good, in which he feemed to place 
his chief happinefs. Ammianus Marcellinus, though a 
zealous Pagan, maintains, that he would have equalled the 
greateft princes of antiquity, had lie lived longer; but, at 
the fame time, cenfures him, for being too much addifted 
to hunting, and other diverfions a ; which may be jullly 
attributed to his youth ; and for which he would, in all 
likelihood, have made ample amends by applying ferioufly 
to bufinefs in his riper years. St. Ambrofe, Theodoret, 
Rufhnus, Aufonius, and even Zofimus himfelf, give us a 
great idea of his piety, in which he furpaffcd all his prede- 
cefTors, Conftantine himfelf not excepted. St. Ambrofe, 
in his anfwer to a letter the emperor had written to him, 
ftyles him Molt Chriitian b . The laws he enafted in favour 
of the catholics, are inftances of his zeal for the orthodox 


faith. 

Maximus was no fooner informed of the death of Gra- 
tian, than he took his fon Flavius Vidor for his colleague 
in the power he had ufurped, and gave him, though then 
only an infant, the title of Auguftus. The ufurper fixed 
the feat of his empire at Treves, and extended his wings, 
to life the expreffion of Gildas c , over Spain and Britain, 
being mailer, according to Zofimus d , of all the countries, 
which Gratian, in the divifion of the weftern provinces, had 
referved for himfelf. We do not find that he put any of 
Gratian’s favourites to death, except Merobaudes, the con- 
ful of this year, and Balio, or, as fome ftyle him, Valho, 
one of the beft officers of his age : their only crime was their 
inviolable attachment to Gratian, hy whom they had been 


Maximus 
declares his 
fon Viflor 
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league. 


Puts Me- 
robaudes 
and Bahe 
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y Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 7 11, P* 815. 

Pfal. lxi. p. 84 g. a Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 344. 

de Fid. p. no. c CJild, Excid. Brit, cap. 10. p, 117. 
p- 766* 
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raifed to the greatcft offices in the Rate e . Merobaudes re- 
ceived orders from the tyrant to difpatch himfelf \ an order 
with which he complied, to avoid a more ignominious 
death f . As Maximus had brought over with him into Gaul 
the flower of the Britifh youth, and the Roman foldiers 
quartered in the ifhnd, the country remained by that means 
expofed to the incurfions of the Scots and Pifts, who, 
meeting with little oppofition, overran the northern parts, 
committing dreadful ravages (Z). Of Aufonius, who was 
preceptor to Gratian, we fhall fpeak in our note (A). Theo- 

dofius, 

c Pacat- p. 267. Ambrof. Ep. 56. p. 320. f Pacat. ibid. 


(Z) The Romans at different 
times fent over troops to drive 
them back into their DWn coun- 
try ; but they conftantly return- 
ed, and continued harailing the 
Roman provinces till the ar- 
rival of the Angles and Saxons, 
who made themfelves mailers of 
that part of the ifland which is 
now known by the name of 
England, about the middle of 
the fifth century (1). Thofe 
Britains who attended Maxi- 
mus into Gaul, never returned 
to their native country ; but 
are fuppofed to have fettled in 
Armorica, which was allotted 
to them by Maximus, and, 
from its new inhabitants, called 
Britannia, now Bretagne (2). 

(A) Decius, or rather Deci- 
mus Magnus Aufonius, was a 
native ofBourdeaux. He ftu- 
died rhetoric under his uncle 
Arborius at Touloufe, where 
Arborius taught about the year 
325, before he was invited to 
Conftantinoplc by Conftantine: 
he ftudied. likewife at Bour- 
deaux under Minervius, Ncpo- 
tianua, and Staphylus, pro- 


felTors of grammar and rheto- 
ric (3). When he had finifhed 
his fludie 5 , he firft pleaded at 
the bar, and afterwards taught 
grammar and rhetoric ; which 
profeilion he followed for the 
lpace of near thirty years, till 
he was by Valentinian I. ap- 
pointed preceptor to his Ton 
Gratian in 367, whom he at- 
tended into Germany the fol- 
lowing year 368 (4). He had, 
foon after, fome employment at 
court, with the title of comes or 
count, and was, by degrees, 
railed to the firft offices in the 
Hate. He wrote verfes on all 
the emperors who had reigned 
till his time, and likewife con- 
fular tables, extending to the 
year 382, or 383 (5). But 

the latter work has been long 
fm.ee loft, and of the former 
only a fmall part has reached 
us. His poem on the Mofelle 
was greatly efteemed by Sym- 
machus (6), and is ftill looked 
upon by the beft judges as his 
mailer-piece (7). The emperor 
Theodoiius, who had a parti- 
cular efteem for him, wrote to 


(0 Gild. cap. ti. p. 117. fi) Jdem, ibid, Ufler, p. 199, ido- 
(3) Vorfus in Clar. Urb. p. »oB. Epift. p. 457. Idyl. p. 367. PiofeiT. 
Burdeg. Car. iz, 15. p. 156, 169. (4) Idyl. 32. p. 367. Epift. 4- 

p. 428. (5) Aufon. p. 136, 199, 375, (6) Syni. lib. i, Epiit 8. 

P- 9* (7) VideBaiJlct, p. 47a . 

him 
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dofius, who had remained this year at Conftantinople, or 
the neighbourhood of that metropolis, was no fooner in* 
formed of the death of Gratian, than he aflembled all his 
forces, with a defign to march againft the ufutper, and 
prevent him from feizing on Italy and Weft^Illyricum, be- 
longing to young Valentinian. But, in the mean time, 

Maximus having affiired him by deputies, that he had no 
d'eGgn upon the dominions of Valentinian, but that he 
would fuffer him peaceably to rei^n in Italy, Africa, and 
lllyricum, Theodofius deferred his journey to the Weft®. 

Not long after, Maximus fent his great chamberlain to Maxim** 
Theodofius, not to make an apology, fays Zofimus\ for the a * 

murder of Gratian, but to propofe an alliance againft the rwith 
common enemies of the empire \ and, in cafe he rejetted 
that friendly offer, to denounce war againfl him. Theo- 
dufius, not thinking the glory that might accrue from re- 
venging the death of Gratian a fufftcient motive for enter- 
ing into a war, which he forefaw would be attended with 
great evils, and perhaps with the ruin of the empire, the 
neighbouring Barbarians being ready to invade it on all 
Tides, embraced the propofals of Maximus ; and, acknow- <wh ac- 
leging him for his colleague, fent Cynegus, then comes lar- 
gitionum, and afterwards prefedi of the Eaft, into Egypt, 
with orders to proclaim Maximus there, and to caufe his 
image to be raifed in Alexandria. In the beginning of the 
prelrnt year 383, that is, on the Gxteenth, or, as others 
aflert, on the nineteenth of January, 'Iheodolius declared 
his fon Arcadius emperor 1 . The ceremony was performed 
with extraordinary pomp at the palace of Hebdomon, di- fJJJ . frsri 
ftant feven miles from Conftantinople. Arcadius was then 
about fix years old ; for at the time of his death, which 
happened on the firft of May 408, he was, according to 
Socrates, in the thirty-firft year of his age . Valenti- 
nian II. who poflefTed the weltern provinces of lllyricum, 
with Italy and Africa, while Maximus held Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, was at this time but twelve, or at molt thirteen 
years old ; and the great difturbances which Ins mother 


K Themift. Or. xviii. p. 210. 
Marcell. Profp- Chron. 


h Zof. lib. iv. p. 7*4- 1 Idat. 

k Socr. lib. vi. cap. 23. p- 33 *- 


him with his own hand, de- 
manding his works (8). Aufo- 
nius and Symmachus lived in 


great intimacy, as appears from 
their letters to each other (9). 


(*) Aufon. p. 1. (9) v ‘ d - Aufon, Oper. 
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Juftina raifed, by warmly efpoufmg the caufeof the Arian^ 
give ufr room to believe, thatftie reigned hi her foil’s namct 
Under her Probus, who had been conful in 371, and pre-# 
feft of Illyricum and Italy in 368, had the chief direction 
of affairs 1 ; but, in all matters of moment, the young prince 
had recourfe to Theodofius ra \ and Orofius ftyles Theodo- 
fius foie emperor, after the death of Gratian, of the 
Weftern, as well as the Eaftern provinces". 

The next confuls were Richomer and Clearches. The 
former was of the royal blood of the Franks, had been 
1 *■ '■ comes domefticorun under Gratian, and was left by that 
prince with Theodofius, when created emperor. This 
year Proculus, count of the Eaft, being accufed of extor- 
tion, and feveral outrages committed by his orders at 
Daphne near Antioch, was ignominioufly depofed, and 
obliged to conceal himfelf,till the rage of the multitude was 
appeafed Icarius, the fon of Theodorus, who had con- 
fpired againft Valens, was appointed count of the Eaft in 
his room-, which office he difeharged with great rigour and 
feverity, not fparing even the public magiftrates, whom he 
put to the rack, ill defiance of the laws, fays Libanius, 
famine which had been bur lately publifhed. At this period, a fa- 
Syna. mine, attended, as ufual, with a dreadful plague, raged in 
Antioch, and molt other cities of Syria. The plague foon 
ceafed ; but the famine continuing, Libanius, in the name 
of the people of Antioch, had recourfe to Icarius, entreat- 
ing him to relieve the poor, who had flocked from all parts 
to that metropolis, amt were daily periftiing in great num- 
*T/'ie cruelty with hunger. But Icarius, without being in the leall 

of Icarius. a ff e ft ec i with their calamity, returned no other anfwer, 
than that they were abhorred, and juftly punifhed, by the 
Larvs gods. Theodofius, refolving to extirpate the idolatrous 
/* ^ worfhip of the Pagan gods, enabled feveral laws, forbidding 
all his fubjetts, on pain of death, or perpetual banifhment, 
to offer facrifices to idols \ to confult arufpices, or diviners 
of what denomination foever ; or to pra&ife any of thofe 
ceremonies, which have been forbidden by his Chriftian 
predeceflors (B). Theodofius 


1 Sot* lib. vii. cap. 15. p. jit>. 
n OroC. lib. vii. cap. 35. p. 120. 
I* 47 »- 

v 

(B) Zofimus tells us, that 
Theodofius proclaimed war a- 
gaiufit the gods ; that he at- 
tacked them in their temples ; 
that he proceeded with fuch fe- 


* Ambrof. ep. n. p. 195. 
• Liban. Vit- p. 63 . &c Orat. xx. 

verity againft thofe who wor* 
fhipped them, that no one dared 
to own he believed there were 
gods, or could, with fafety, lift 
up his eyes to heaven, and adore 
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TheodofiuS paffed moft part of this year at Conllanti- Yr. of FI. 
hople, where he enafted a law, denouncing death to thofe 17 3 *- 
who fhould marry their own nieces, or even the nieces of u 

their wives j and ordered ftntt fearch to be made for the * 

Eunomian, Macedonian* Arian, and Apollinarian bifhops AfoUmn 
and clergy, who were expelled from the city. Ir was at embajfy 
this sera that he received a folemn embaffy fent by the king f eat 
dfPerfia, to folicit* or rather to buy* a peace, with rich ^ 
prefents, and to excufe, by his fubmiflion, all the evils, ^ 1 
which, till that time, the Romans had fuffered from the 


Perfian nation. They had loft their great king Sapor II. 
who died about the year 379, after having lived and reigned 
feventy years. The ambaffadors were fent by Sapor III. 
his fucceffor. Orbfius writes, that a treaty was concluded wiflt 
between the Perfians and Romans, in virtue of which the tlv/>om ^ 
whole Eaft enjoyed a profound tranquility at the time he * 

Was compofing his hiftory ; that is, about the year 416 p. 

The articles of this treaty are not recorded by any hiflo- 
rian; but from a law of Theodofius, dated the fourteenth 
of June 387, and addrefled to Gaddanes, fatapra or govern 
nor of Sophene, it appears, that the authority of the Roman 
emperors was acknowleged in that province, which, by 
moft geographers, is placed in the fouth of Armenia, and 
is reckoned, by fome hiftorians, one of the five provinces 
which Jovian furrendered to the Perfians. While the Per* 
fian ambaffadors were at Conftantinople, a fecond fon was 


p Orof. lib. vu. cap. 35. p. 120. 


the ftars that fhine there (r). 
Libanius writes, that, on a cer- 
tain occafion, Handing in need 
of the afliftance of the gods, he 
had recourfe to their altars ; 
but, not daring to implore their 
prote&ion, or fhed a tear before 
their ftatueS, he only lamented 
his unhappy condition {2) . It 
was on occafion of the above- 
mentioned laws, that Libanius 
made his famous fpeech in de- 
fence of the temples, wherein 
he inveighs with great acrimony 
againft the monks ; blames the 
conduct of Conftantine the 
Great ; extols Julian ; and ends 

(i)Zof. p. 75 8 . (O Lib. Vi 
fcmp- p. id— 63 . {♦) Zuf, p. 7 


his fpeech with threatening, 
that the country people, wh« 
were more attached to the reli- 
gion of their anceftors, than 
the inhabitants of the cities, 
will, if farther provoked, take 
arms, and defend them by force 
(3). The attachment of the 
country people, or inhabitants 
of villages, called by the Latins 
pagan! , to their idols and tem- 
ples, gave rife to the denomi- 
nation of paganus or pagan, 
which began about this time to 
be given to all Who worlhippcd 

idoU(t)» 

t, p. 63. (3) Idem, Orat. pro 

58. Lib. Vit, p. 63. 
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borfi to tbe emperor in that city on the ninth of September. 
Theodofius gave him the name of Honorius, to honour, 
fays the poet Claudian, the memory of his brother q , diftin- 
guifhed him with the title of nobiliffimus, or mod noble, 
and named him conful for the year 3B6 r . 

The Sarmatians having made an irruption into the do- 
minions of Valentinirin, he difpatched one of his generals 
againlt them, who repulfed them with great Daughter, and 
took many prifoners, who were fent to Rome, to be either 
muffacred in the (hews of gladiators, or deftroyed by wild 
beads. The emperor, in the letter which he wrote to the 
fenate, acquainting them with the fuccefs that had attended 
his arms, bellowed the highell encomiums on the general 
who commanded on that occafion 3 . Valentinian himfelf 
continued the whole year in Italy ; during the months of 
March and April he was at Milian ; at Aquileia in the 
month of September ; and again at Milan in O&ober, and 
the two remaining months of the year r . Ey a law, dated 
the twenty-fecond of March, which was this year Good- 
Fiiday, he commanded all the prifoners, who were not 
charged with the enormous crimes mentioned in the law, 
to be releafed in honour of the approaching great fcftival. 
This year died Vettius Agorius Prsetextatus, a perfon 
greatly extolled, as one of the mod deferving men of his 
age, by Ammirius Marcellinus, who wrote his hidory 
about this time, by Zofimus, Symmachus, Libanius, and, 
in general, by all the Pagan writers; for he was not only 
a Pagan himfelf, but atigur, high-pontiff of Veda and the 
Sun, and the head of the Pagan fuperftition. About this 
time Symmachus was appointed prefeft of Rome, in ’which 
employment he acquitted himfelf with great reputation, 
and procured a law from the emperor, moderating the ex- 
pences of the new confuls, praetors, and qusedors. The 
confuls ufed, agreeably to a cudom which then prevailed, 
to fend rich prefents to their friends, and to all' perfons of 
diftin&ion ; and the pnetors and queedors to expend im- 
menfe fums in the public fports, which they were bound to 
exhibit. The value of the. prefents to be given by the con- 
fuls, and the fums to be laid out in the public fhews by the 
two other magidrates, were fixed by this law, and thofe 
declared infamous who fhould folicit an exemption from it a . 

A famine being apprehended in Rome, in confequence 
of the fcarcity of corn in Africa, which ufed of late years 

q Claud, de 5 er. p. 194. 1 Socr. lib. v. cap. ix. p. 171. Theuph- 

p. 59. ■ Symm. lib. x. ep. 61. p. 461. 1 Cod. Theod Chron. 

p. iiz. u Symm. ep. n. p. 402. 5 c cod. Theodor, tit. 5. 

p. 38*. 384. 

to 
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to fupply that metropolis, Theodofius, at the requeft of 
Symmachus, delivered the Roman people from the danger 
that threatened them, by fending great plenty of grain from 
Egypt and Macedon. For this feafonable fupply, Symma- 
chus returned thanks, not only to Theodofius, but to count 
Ricomer, and likewife to Rufinus, who, it feems, made al- 
ready fome figure in the emperor's court. The great power 
he afterwards acquired does not redound to the honour of 
Theodofius. Valentinian pafled the firft fix months of this 
year at Milan, and the reft either at Aquileia or Verona. 
Though he enabled feveral excellent laws in favour of the 
church, yet he fuffered his mother Juftina to perfecute and 
opprefs the Catholics, becaufe they would not yield the 
great church of Milan to the Ari.ms, whom (lie counte- 
nanced and prote£fed w . Theodofius continued all this 
time at Conftantinople, where a dangerous confpiracy was 
formed againft him ; but difcovered a little before it was 
ripe for execution. Mod of the confpirators were appre- 
hended, tried, and fentenced to death ; but Theodofius ge- 
neroufly pardoned them, and would not allow any enqui- 
ries to be made after their accomplices, though fome 
perfons, in whom he repofed great confidence, were fuf- 
pe&ed *. 

Not long after died at Conftantinople the emperor’s 
daughter Pulcheria, who was foon followed by the eniprefs 
Flaccilla her mother, to the great grief of Theodofius, who 
was a no lefs tender father than hufband. I he emprefs 
died at Scotuminum in Thrace, where fhe was drinking the 
waters for the recovery of her health ; but her hotly was 
brought to Conftantinople, and interred with extraordinary 
pomp and magnificence. The next confuls were Hono- 
rius, ftyled in the fafti, nobiliflimus puer, and Evodius, 
perhaps the prefect of Gaul under Maximus. Theodofius 
continued at Conftantinople till the third of September, 
when he is fuppofed to have left that metropolis, m order 
to march againft the Greuthongi, who were ready to pafs 
the Danube, and invade the empire, under the conduct of 
Odotheus, whom Claudian honours with the title of king 
The Barbarians were attacked, and totally defeated, by the 
two emperors Theodofius and Arcadius, who returned to 
Conftantinople with an incredible number of captives, and 
entered that city in triumph on the twelfth of October. 

The emperor, foon after his return to Conftantinople, 
married to his fecond wife Galla, filler to Valentinian li. 
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and daughter to Valentinian I. by the emprefs Juftlna. Ho 
had by her a fon called Gratian, who died before hia fa-r 
ther, and a daughter pamed Galla Placidia, of whom wo 
fhall have frequent occafion to fpeak in the reign of her 
brother Honorius, and her fon Valentinian III*. Vakn- 
tinian was at Milan on the eighteenth of January at Ti-? 
cinum or Pavia on the- fifteenth of February ; at Aquileia 
on the twentieth of April \ at Milan during the months of 
June and July \ at Aquileia on the third of November ; and 
again at Milan on the eighteenth of the fame month, and 
on the third of December*. 

The next confuls were the emperor Vnkntinian the third 
time, and Eutropius, who. hatTbeen prpeonful of Afia, and 
afterwards prefect of the Eaft. In tne beginning of this 
year, 387, Theodofius publifhed a law, addrefled to all 
the cities of the Eaft, enjoining the magiftrates to honour 
the fclemnity of Eafter, by fetting at liberty fuch as, on 
the approach of that great feftival, they fhould find in 
their prifons, unlefs they had been confined for very enor- 
mous crimes. It was on this occafion that the emperor 
uttered thofe memorable words ; is I wifh it were in my 
power tP reftore life to the dead b .” Theodofius, find- 
ing the treafury exhaufted, and being on the other hand 
obliged to celebrate, according to cuftom, the fifth year 
of the reign ,of his fon Arcadius, to which he added, it 
feems, the folemnity of the tenth year of his own reign, 
though he was then only in his ninth, an extraordinary tax 
was laid on the people to defray that expdnce c ; for we are 
told, that on fuch occafions, each foldier received five pieces 
A ftdithjn S 0 ^ Moft cities fubmitted chearfully to this burden ; 
at An- ' but the people of Antioch complaining of it as an unrea- 
tiotky fonable oppreffion, crouded to thehoufe of Flavianus their 
biihpp, as foon as the edift was pubfifhed, to implore his 
proteXion ■, but not finding him they returned to the forum, 
and would have torn the governor of the city in pieces, had 
not the officers who attended him, with much difficulty, re*? 
ftrained the enraged multitude till he made his efcape. Be*- 
ing prevented frbrn venting their fury upon him, they fell 
ppon the emperor’s ftatues, brokefome pf them, and drag-. 

E d others^ with the ftatues of bis two fons, Arcadiqs and; 

onorius, of the late emprefs Flaccilla, and of h^s father 
Theodofius, through the chief greets pf the city, uttering 
^be whplc tijne pioft injurious an4 abufrve reflexions againft. 
their perfons, Having demolished molt of the emperoA 

* Philoft. lihj, x. cap. 7. p. 1 ■ ^od* Th«od. Chrorv p. 
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flame's, they fct fire to the houfe of one of the principal ci- 
tizens, to whom they bore fome hatred ; and would have 
committed other diforders, had they not been difperfed by 
a body of archers, who, by wounding only two of the rab- 
ble, ftruck terror into all the reft. The governor, hearing 
the archers were come, (hewed himfelf to the multitude, 
and, with an air of authority, commanded them to difperfe, 
and retire to their houfes. Thus was the (edition quelled, 
and the city reftored by noon to its former tranquility. 

The two perfons, who had been wounded by the archers, 
being taken, informed againft their accomplices, who were 
all by different ways put to death by the governor of the 
city : fome were beheaded, others expofed to the wild 
beafts in the theatre, and fome burnt alive; he did not 
even fpare the children w'ho had infulted the emperor’s 
ftatues and caufed fevcral perfons to be executed who had 
been fpe£lators only of the injuries offered c . While the 
cruel governor was proceeding with inexorable feverity 
againft the unhappy Antiochians, almoft without diftinftioil 
of guilty or innocent, a report was fpread, that a body of 
troops was ordered to plunder the city, and put all the in- 
habitants to the fword, without diftinftion of fex, age* or 
condition. Hereupon the populous metropolis of Syria 
was ut once turned into a defert, the citizens abandoning, 
in the utmoft terror and confufion, their dwellings, and re- 
tiring with their wives and families to mountains and de- 
ferts. As that report proved groundlefs fome returned to 
their native country; but the far greater part, dreading the 
cruelty of the governor, and the refentment of the emperor, 
kept themfelves concealed in the neighbouring cities, or 
amonglt the rocks and mountains (C). In the mean time 

* Chryf. Homil. iii.p. 49. Thcod. lib. v. cap. 19. p. 7jr*Lib. p. 397. 
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Theodofius being informed of what had pafTed at Antioch, 
and particularly of the infults offered to his ftatues, and to 
thofe of his father, of the late emprefs, and of his children, 
was provoked to fuch a degree, that, in the firft tranfports 
of his fury, he commanded the city to he laid in afhes, and 
the inhabitants, without diftin&ion of fex or age, to bq 
maffacred, This order fhews that he was naturally cho- 
leric, and apt to enter into the moll violent meafures. He 
was the more incenfed, as he had diftinguifhed Antioch by 
particular marks of favour. He defigned to refide there 
occafionally ; and with that view had built a magnificent 
palace at Daphne, and another in the old city, befides fe- 
veral other ftruftures, with which he had at a great ex- 

E ence embellifhed that metropolis f . But nothing incenfed 
im fo much againft that ungrateful city, as their having 
outrageDufly infulted even the dead, that is, his father, and 
the emprefs Flaccilla, However, as his wrath was foon 
appeafpd, he revoked the order he had given, and con- 
tented himfelf for the prefent with caufing the public baths, 
the theatre, and the circus to be (hut up, with degrading 
the city from the rank of a metropolis, and fubjefting it as 
a common village to its rival Laodicea B . A certain quan- 
tity of bread was daily diffributed among the poor, as at 
Rome and Conftantinople ; and pf this bounty too the em- 
peror thought fit to deprive them. 

Thefe punifhments Theodofius infli&ed on the Antio- 
chians in general ; but at the fame time he difpatched Cae- 
farius, magifter pfficiQrum, and BUebicfius, magifter mi- 
litum, qr general, with power to try and punifh thofp who 
had been epneerned in the late riot. As the judges apr 
prQached the city, alj the people went out to mept them, 
and were received, efpecially by Ellebichus, in a very oblig- 
ing manner, which, in fome degree, allayed their fears. 
Next morning the two commiffioners, having placed guards 
in the feveral quarters of the city to reftrain the people from 
afl'embling, fummoned all the members of the fenate or 

S ublic council, examined them concerning the late riot, 
eard with great patience what tffey alleged in their own 
defence, and in that of their fellow-citizens ; and after var- 
ious enquiries difmifled them, highly fatisfied with the 
treatment they had received, efpecially from Ellebichus f 
who could no f fefrain from tears when they, throwing 
themfelves at his feet, implpred his proteAion. The com T 
pafijon and good-nafurp he fhewed on this occafion revived 


f Thjcod. lib. v. cap. 18. p. 731. Sc pap. 13. p. 733. K Chryf, 
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the whole city ; their fears began to fubfide, and joy ap- ’ 
peared in every countenance. 

But the feene foon changed for Ellebichus having cauf- ElUbichus 
cd great numbers of perfons of all ranks to be feized in the of the 9 

night, upon private informations, repaired early next morn- j , 4 c( g es > pn* 
ing to the place where juftice was ufually adminiftered ; YhfmnZ!. A 
and, ordering the prifoners to be brought in chains before /twit}. 
his tribunal, fentenced fiich of them to death as owned their 
crime, and ordered thofe who denied it to be cruelly racked, 
without {hewing the lead: pity or companion, as if he had 
changed his nature. Thofe who had feen him the day be- 
fore could fcarce perfuade themfelves that he was the fame 
man ; for, not fatisfied with caufing perfons of the firft 
'quality to be racked and tortured like fo many flavcs, he 
uttered dreadful menaces againft the whole ciiy, threaten- 
ing to put the inhabitants, without diftindlion of age, fex, 
or condition, to the fword, unlefs they redeemed them- 
felves, and their children, from impending ruin, by a 
timely difeoverv, not only of the authors and ringleaders 
of the late treasonable and wicked attempts, but of all who 
had been any way concerned in them. St. Chryfoftom, 
who was an eye-witnefs of all that pafled, gives us a lively, 
but dreadful defeription of this feene of horror, which he 
compares to that of the laft day, when all diftinftion of 
birth, wealth, and rank, will ceafe, and every one be pu- 
uiffied or rewarded according to his deferts* 1 . Multitudes 
were dragged in chains from every quarter of the city to 
the tribunal of the inexorable judges, who, unmoved with 
their tears, and deaf to the intreaties of their relations, 
after a fhort hearing, either fentenced them to death, or 
ordered them to be racked till they owned themfelves 
guilty, and difeovered their accomplices. St. Chryloftom 
mentions a lady of the firft quality, who feeing her ion ap- 
prehended by an officer on horfeback, feized his bridle, and 
fuffered herfelf to be dragged in that manner through the 
ftreets to' the tribunal, where, with her hair diffievelled, 

2nd bathed in tears, (he threw herfelf at the feet of Elle- 
bichus ; but he, deaf to all intreaties, purfued his enqui- 
ries with fuch rigour, as threw the whole city into the ut- stt ^f ir y m 
moft confufipn. St. Chryfpftom, who, with feme others and 

of the facerdotal order, was admitted into the hall where ~ t >,e hermitt 
the criminals were examined and tortured, exerted all his * or 

eloquence tq move the judges to compaflion ; and was* fe- r j^ ^ 
Conded by the hermits, who were very numerous in th e nvere corf 
peighbourhood of Antioch, where they led a retired life danned, 

fc Phryf. Orat, xiii. p, 1*7— 'jo. & Orat. xxii. p. 15*- 
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among ft the adjacent mountains ^ but quitting their foli- 
tude, they had thronged to the city on this extraordinary 
Occahon, to comfort with their prefence the difconfolate 
citizens, and try whether they could raife any fentiments of 
humanity or eommiferation in the hearts of their judges- 

Macedonia, an anchoret, univerfally efteemed and re- 
vered for his fan£Hty, diltinguiftied himfelf above the reft ; 
for meeting Ellebichus and Czefarius on hoifeback in the 
forum, laying hold of one of them by his garment, become 
manded them both, with an air of authority, to difmount. 
-As neither of them knew him, they were not a little fur- 
prifed that a perfon, in appearance fo mean and contempti- 
ble, fhould dare to fpeak in fuch a ftyle 5 but they were no 
fooner informed who he was, than demounting from their 
horfes, they threw themfelves at his feet ; when the holy 
anchoret addrefling them in the Syriac tongue, 11 The em- 
peror (Arid he), however diltinguiftied by his imperial dig^- 
nity, is ftill a man \ and therefore ought to consider hifr na- 
ture as well as his rank. Thole whom he commands tirfc 
of the fame nature with himfelf, and the images of tbfe 
Supreme Being : let him therefore take care not to provoke 
the Almighty, by deftroying the living images of the di- 
vine nature, for an affront offered to the inanimate repre- 
fentations of his body. Other ftatues may be eafily raifed 
in the room of thole that have been demolilhed ; but he, 
notwithlianding his boafted power, is not able to make the 
Jcaft: reparation for a Angle life which he has once taken 
away i .” We are told, that both Ellebichus and Cacfarius 
heard thefe words with the greateft refpett and veneration, 
and immediately acquainted the emperor with the tranfac- 
tion. The judges having, at the requeft of the ecclefiaftics 
and hermits, agreed to fufpend the execution of thq cri- 
minals, till the emperor's further pleafure was known, 
thofe who had been found guilty were conducted, under a 
ftrong guard, to the public prifon, and the reft difmiffed. 
Amongft the former were the fcntfte or council, that is, all 
the chief men in the city, whole eftates were immediately 
feized, together with their houfes and effects, their wivefe 
and children being driven out by the officers of the revenue, 
and obliged to lie in the ftreets, their friends and neareft 
relations fearing, left, by harbouring them, they ftiould be 
involved in the ruin of their hulbands and fathers k . 

The hermits having obtained of the judges a reprieve folr 
the crimiintls,, did not doubt hu£ they Ihotild prevail upofi 

* Chryf, Orah xiii. p. 193, ij^, Tb?od, lib. V. Q»p. 13- p. 73 *. 
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tlie emperor to parilcrn them. For this purpofe they re- 
folved to repair to Conftantinople, and throw themfelves 
pt the prince’s feet \ bat Ellebichus and Crefarius, affefted 
with their zeal, and unwilling they fhould expofe them- 
felves to the fatigue and inconveniencies of fo long a jour- 
ney, advifed them to draw up a memorial in behalf of the rf hey j rarm 
unhappy citizens, and undertook to prefent it to the em- up a mi- 
peror. The hermits followed their advice, and leaving the mortal in 
memorial in their hands, returned the fame day to their ^ a ff *f 
mountains and deferts L . Upon their departure it was 
agreed between Ellebichus and Csefarius, that the former 
fliould remain at Antioch, and the latter carry the memo- 
rial to the emperor. Accordingly Caefarius purfued his 
journey with fuch expedition, that the lixth day about noon 
he reached Conftantinople, diftant about five hundred miles 
from Antioch In the mean time Ellebichus caufed thofc 
who had been condemned to be removed from the public 
prifon to a more convenient place, allowing them the li- 
berty of taking the air in the gardens belonging to the 
building, and feeing their friends and relations. 

The Antiochians, dreading the effefts of the emperor’s Flawanm, 
rerentment, had deputed, a few days after the riot was 
Committed, Flavianus, bifhop of the place, to intercede rtlur[ 
with Theodofius in their behalf. Flavianus had met File- theemperor 
bichus and Cxfarius on the road, who acquainted him with in their b*- 
fhe commiflion they were going to execute at Antioch. >^3- 
The holy bifhop, on hearing it, burft into tears; but ne- 
yerthelefs purfued his journey, ftin hoping he fhould be 
able to foften the emperor into companion. The day after 
his arrival at Conflantinople, he appeared at court ; but 
flood at a diftance from Theodofius, filent, and bathed in 
tears, as if he dared not look up, or approach him. But the 
emperor no fooner obferved him, than he flew to him, not to 
Upbraid him for undertaking the defence of the rebellions 
pity, but tp juftify his own conduct, and complain of the 
pngrateful return the Antiochians had made for the many 
favours he had heaped upon them. Flavianus, burlting into 
tears, anfwered, that the fevered punifhment he could m- 
flift was too fnild and gentle for the enormous crimes they 
had committed, and their undutiful return to fo indulgent 
a prince;, but at the fame time affirmed, that to forgive 
one's enemies was a duty incumbent upon every Chriflian ; 
that, from his pardoning fuch enormous offences, great 
glory would redound to the religion he profeffed ; that the 

1 Chryf Orat. xvii. p. 1 9 i- 01 V‘b- Ont. axil P 5 ,s & 0fat - 
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Jews, Greek*, and Barbarians, would admire and extol the 
purity of its morals. He added, that now an opportunity 
offered of making himfelf a lading inflancc to all poflerity 
of humanity and good-nature \ and feafonably reminded 
him of the order he had iflued this very year, commanding 
all prifoners to be releafed again ft the folemnity of Eafter, 
and of the memorable words he uttered on that occafion ; 
namely, (C I wi(h it were in my power to recal the dead 
from their graves, and reftore them to life.” 

This admirable fpeech, which is related at large by St. 
Chryfoflom, made fo deep an impreffion on the mind of the 
emperor, that he could not refrain from tears, nor forbear 
exclaiming, that he pardoned the ungrateful city, and re- 
flored the inhabitants, however guilty, to his favour. Such 
is the account of St. Chryfoflom n . Bpt Libanus ° and 
Theodoret p tells us, that the emperor, though greatly 
moved by the fpeech of Flavianus, did not grant a general 
pardon till the arrival of Cxfarius ; who, prefenting the 
memorial of the hermits, and at the fame time pleading 
with great energy in favour of the unhappy city, which, 
he faid, had been already fufficiently punifhed, prevailed 
upon him to grant a general pardon. He therefore wrote 
a letter to the citizens of Antioch, (hewing, that it was not 
without reafon he had treated them with fo much feverity, 
after they had, in fuch an outrageous manner, infulied his 
deceafed father and wife. He added, that as his anger, 
however juft, was foon appeafed, he pardoned all without 
exception, whether condemned to death or banifhment, 
reftored to the inhabitants their eftates, their {hews, baths, 
theatres, and territory, and to their city the privileges and 
rights of a metropolis. He concluded with expreflions of 
the deepefl concern for the death of thofe who had been 
condemned by the governor, and executed without his 
knowlege- This letteF the emperor delivered tD Flavianus, 
that he might have the honour of carrying the joyful tid- 
ings to the difconfolale city ; but the holy biftiop, impa- 
tient to put a period to the affliction of his people, yielded 
that honpur to another, whom he thought capable of per- 
forming the journey with more expedition. It is more eafy 
to conceive than exprefs the joy which the arrival of the 
meflenger caufed in Antioch. St- Chryfo(lom # to whom 
we refer our readers, deferibes at large what pafled on this 
Occafion, and concludes with thefe words : “ Let the Pa- 
gans be aftiamed, or rather' inftrudled , and learning ouc 


» Chryf. Orat. xx. p. 116— »j§, 
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pbilofophy of an emperor, and a bi(hop, renounce their 
errors, and embrace a religion which encourages and pro- 
duces filch eminent virtues 

While thefe things patted in the Eaft, the boundlefs am- 
bition of Maximus raifed much greater difturbancesin the 
Weft. That ufurper, not fatisfied with the provinces 
wljich had been governed by Gratian, pafled this year the 
Alps, with a defign to feize on Valentinian's (hare alfo ; 
and meeting with no oppofition, marched to Milan, where 
Valentinian ufually refided. The young prince, not find- 
ing himfelf in a condition to oppofe him, fled firft to Aqui- 
leia, and from thence, being clofely purfued by Maximus, 
to Theflalonica, with his mother Juftina, and the prefect 
Probus, to implore the prote&ion and afhflance of J heo- 
dofius r . That pious prince, in a letter addrefled to Va- 
lentinian, in anfwer to one he had received from his mo- 
ther Juftina, told him, that he was not at all furprifed at 
the progrefs Maximus had made, nor at the ill fuccefs that 
attended his affairs, fince the tyrant had protefted, and he 
perfected the orthodox faith -, for Valentinian had not 
only embraced the dofdrine of Anus, but perfecuted the 
orthodox prelates, and driven feveral of them from their 
fees, at the inftigation of his mother Juftina, a mod zea- 
lous Arian. Soon after, Theodofius removed from Con- 
ftantinople, attended by feveral members of that fenate, 
to Theflalonica, in order to confole the young prince, who 
had taken refuge in his dominions. Upon his arrival, he 
repaired to the palace where Valentinian was lodged ; and 
after having affured him, that he was refolved to employ 
all the forces of the Eaft in his defence, he prevailed upon 
him to renounce the Arian impiety, as the only obftacle to 
the fuccefs which they might expedt from Heaven. ui as 
relates the difeourfe which Theodofius made on that fub- 
jeft. Zofimus writes, that in a great council held at 1 hei- 
falonica, all the counfellors to a man were of opinion, that 
war fhould be immediately declared againft Maximus ; but 
that Theodofius, forefeeing and dreading the evils infepar- 
able from a civil war, fent firft ambalTadors to the tyrant, 
ferioufly exhorting him to reftore to Valentinian the ufurp- 
ed provinces, and content himfelf with Gaul, Spain, and 
Britain, which had been yielded to him at hrlt . 

Maximus would not, it feems, hearken to any prepo a 5 , 
for this very year he befieged Aquileia, which he reduced, 

q Ch ry f. Orat. xx. p. r Zof ' ,lb ’ iV ’ P ‘ Zuf.TibJ^ 
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flotwithflanjing the vigorous refiftance .of the inhabitants, 
as he did Quaderna, Bononia, Mutina, IVheglum, Placen- 
tia, and feveral other cities in Italy $ being in the enfu- 
ing year acknowlcged at Rome, and in all the provinces of 
Africa l . Theodofius finding a war inevitable, fpent the 
remaining part of this, and the firft months of the follow- 
ing year 388, when he was conful the fecond time with 
Cynegius, in making the necefiary preparations for carry- 
ing it on with vigour. His army confuted chiefly of Goths, 
Hunns, Alans, and other Barbarians, whom he enlifted in 
the fervice, to prevent their raifing commotions on the 
frontiers. He appointed Promotus, general of the horfe, 
and Timafius of the infantry. Having committed the go- 
vernment of the Eaflern provinces to fuch perfons as he 
knew would, in his abfence, confult the welfare of his fub- 
jedts, and maintain the public tranquillity, he departed 
from Theflalonica in the beginning of the fummer, march- 
ing with great expedition through Illyricum, with a defign 
to furprife Maximus, who had not yet taken the field, but 
continued, without the lead apprehenlion of danger, in 
Aquileia. Andragathius, one of the ufurper’s generals, a 
man of great courage and experience, had been appointed 
to guard the pafles of the Julian Alps ; but a report being 
fpread, that Theodofius defigned to pafs the Ionian fea, 
and invade Italy, he was ordered to quit thofe palTes, and 
to man what (hips he could with the utmoft expedition, in 
order to intercept the emperor in his paflage. Thus was 
Maximus deprived of the affiflance of that excellent com- 
mander, and of the flower of his troops, who were em- 
ployed in manning the fleet which Andragathius aflembled, 
purfuant to his orders, on the coaft of the Ionian fea. In 
the mean time Theodofius, entering Pannonia, advanced 
to Scifcia, now Seifleg, before the enemy had the leaft in- 
timation of his approach. However, the general who 
commanded the troops of Maximus in that neighbourhood, 
having aflembled them with incredible expedition, attacked 
Theodofius as he was palling the Save ; but his army was 
defeated, and himfelf drowned in the river. 

From Scifcia the emperor advanced to Petovia, now Pet- 
taw, on the Drave; where he was oppofed by Marcellinus, 
the brother of Maximus, at the head of an army much more 
numerous than his own. However, the emperor offered him 
battle, which he readily accepted j but was entirely defeated, 
though his men fought with extraordinary courage and refo- 
lution. We are not told, that Maximus was prefent at either 
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of thefe battles : but he mud have at lead advanced to fup- 
port his generals; for both Pacatus n and St. Ambrofe * 
write, that, after his forces were twice defeated, he fled, 
with the troops that attended him, and with the remains of 
his {battered army, to Aquileia, whither Theodoflus pur- 
fued him, having detached Arbogaftes before to invert the 
place, and prevent the tyrant from making his efcape. Zo- 
iinius relates, that the emperor, arriving foon after, took the 
town by aflault * ; and Socrates affirms, that it was deliver- 
ed up to him by the foldiers of Maximus r. However, it Maximus 
is certain, that the tyrant was feized, according to fome, taken, 
by his own men ; according to others, by the foldiers of 
Theodofius, who had entered the place, and dragged in 
chains to the emperor, encamped about three miles from 
the city. Theodofius reproached him with the death of 
Gratian, and his unbounded ambition, which had excited 
hirin to murder one brother, and drive the other out of his 
dominions. As Maximus was, or at leaft pretended to be, 
touched with remorfe for the crimes he had committed, and 
publicly owned he had no claim or title to the power he had 
ufurped, Theodofius began to behold him with an eye of 
companion; a circumftance which thofe about him obferv- y r oF FI 
ing, and fearing he might pardon him, they removed him 
out of the emperor's fight, and, without waiting his orders, A. D. 3 8». 
{truck offhis head. He was executed at a place about three u - c - l *3 6 - 
miles diftance from Aquileia, on the twenty-feventh of Au- and ^ 
guft, according to Socrates ; or on the twenty-eight of Ju- headed. 
ly, as Idatius maintains. 

J Maximus had left his fon Victor, whom he had declared VMoriht 
Auguftus, in Gaul, to awe the inhabitants of that province f on ^ ^ a ' 
during his abfence, Againft him Theodofius difpatched y„ m 
Arbogaftes, who took him prifoner, after having difperfed Gaul, and 
the troops that attended him, and put him to death z . Zo- put to 
/imus calls him a youth; but all other writers ftyle him an death. 
infant. Andragathius, hearing of the defeat and death of 
Maximus, as he was cruifing in the Ionian Gulf, threw 
himfelf headlong into the fea, and was drowned, choofing 
that kind of death, to prevent a more ignominious fate, 
which, as Gratian had been feized and murdered by him, 
lie had reafon to apprehend. Orofius writes, that he was 
overcome in battle a ; and St. Ambrofe fays, that he had 
joined Maximus before his defeat, and perifhed foon after b . 

Thus ended a war, which at firft threatened the empire with 

u Pacat. p. 270— 175. w Ambr. p. 214. * Zd f. p. 
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the mod horrid calamities ; and the glory which Theodo- 
fius acquired by his victory was greatly heightened by his 
moderation and clemency ; for, immediately after the death 
of Maximus, he publiftied a general amnefty, and was fo 
far from perfecting the friends and relations of the ufurper, 
that he would not even fuffer them to be reproached with 
their rebellion. No man was banifhed, fays Pacatus, no 
mail’s eftate was confifcated ; and thofe who deferred, and 
would have fuffered, the mod cruel death under any other 
prince, were difmifled by Theodofius, without anger c . 
Thofe who had with molt warmth efpoufed the tyrant's 
caufe, were allowed to return unhurt, continues the fame 
author, to their wives and children, to enjoy their eftates 
unmolefted, and with them the fame rank, dignity, and 
honours, by which they had been diftinguifhed before the 
rebellion. The wife and daughters of Maximus had been 
taken, and confined in a public prifon, by fome of the em- 
peror’s officers ; a circumftance which the humane prince 
no fooner knew than he ordered them to be fet at liberty, 
fettled a confiderable penGon upon them, and charged one 
of their kinfmen to take care, that no one injured or infulted 
them d . But what St. Ambrofe, and Zofimus himfelf, ex- 
tol moft in Theodofius, was his not only reftoring to Va- 
lentinian his own {hare, when no one was in a condition to 
difpute the pofleflion of the whole empire, but his gener- 
oufly relinquiftiing Gaul, Spain, and Britain, which, before 
the revolt of Maximus, had been held by his brother Gra- 
tian. He was fatisfied, fays Ambrofe, with the good lie 
had done, without reaping any advantage from it for him- 
felf, though no one could have blamed him, had he retain- 
ed fome of thofe provinces, confidering the immenfe charge 
he had been at in reftoring the young prince to the quiet 
pofTelTionof the reft. As Juftina the mother of Valentinian 
died about this time, Theodofius, during the three years he 
continued in the Weft, governed in the name of that prince, 
who was, at the death of his mother, fcarce feventeen years 
old, and confequently not yet equal to fo great a charge e k 

While Theodofius was purfuing the war in Illyricum, a 
report was fpread at Conftantinople, that his army was cut 
off, and he himfelf in great danger of falling into the hands 
of the ufurper. In confequence of this report, the Arians, 
whom he had provoked, by driving them from their 
churches, rifing in the night-time, fet Gre to the houfe of 
Nettarius, the orthodox biftiop of Conftantinople, whope- 
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rifhed in the flames, 2nd committed feveral other diforders’. 

But intelligence of the entire defeat of the ufurper being 
brought foon after to that metropolis, the Arians, dreading 
the effects of the emperor’s indignation, had recourfe to the 
rlemency of Arcadius, whom Theodofius had left at Con- 
flantinople *, and the young prince not only forgave them Twdojius 
himfelf, but prevailed upon his father to confirm the par- pardons 
don which he had granted f . The emperor was at Aqui- at 

lei.i on the twenty-fecond of September but on the tenth ^/ r 

of OtTobcr at Milan, where he teems to have palled the fun Area* 
winter g . Being informed, while he refuted in that city, dius. 
that the Chriftians had burnt a fynagoguc of the Jews, and 
a temple of the Pagans, at Callinicum in MefopoLimia, he 
condemned the hitliop of the place to rebuild the iynagogue 
at his own expence, and ordered lliofe who had been con- 
cerned in either of thofe riots, to he punithed with the ut- 
molt feverity : but St. Ambrofe, thinking a prince, who had 
lately overlooked much greater diforders in the Arians , ought 
not to exert fo much rigour againft an orthodox hitliop, ami 
his people, wrole to him from Aquileia in their favour; 
ami, upon his muni to Milan, perfuaded the emperor, by 
a fpeech which he pronounced in the great church, to re- 
voke the order hr: had given h . 

About the end of this year, the fenate of Rome cl if- AJefuta- 
patched deputies to Thcodofius, earneflly entreating him tun bam 
to reftore to its former place the altar of Victory, which had 
been removed by Gratian. The emperor feemed at firft m- ) ar 
dined to grant their requefl ; but was afterwards perfuaded t j ie a \- 
by St. Ambrofe to deny it. However, Symmachus, the tar ef Vic - 
chief of the deputies, a man univerfally eltcemed for his 
eloquence, and greatly beloved by the Pagans, on account 
of his zeal for the ancient religion of the Romans, in a pa- 
negyric which he pronounced foon after on ihcodofius, re- 
newed the fame requefl in the name of the fenate which to 'Their re - 
provoked the emperor, that he immediately ordered him to re- 
be put that inllant into a chariot, in order to be conveyed 
into banifhment, forbidding him, under the fevereft penal- bani/bed, ‘ 
ties, ever to come within a hundred miles of Rome l . The but recall* 
emperor’s indignation feemed the more jufl, as Symma- cd* 
chus had been but very lately pardoned, when accufed 
by his enemies of treafon, in having pronounced a panegy- 
ric during the war on the ufurper Maximus. However, as 
Theodofius was never more ready to pardon, than when he 

f Socr. lib. v. cap. 13. p. 27*- v »- cap. H- P- 7*^ 7*3- 
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feemed mod provoked, the friends of Symroachus nofoonef 
fpokc in his behalf, than the emperor recalled him, redored 
him to his tormer rank, and, to convince the world, that 
, he retained no refentment againll him, railed him two years 
after to the confular dignity. 

Several This year 1 lieodolius cnafited feveral laws agninfl heretics, 
laws of one dated the fecund of March, forbidding tlicm, efpecially 
^ 1C Ap°^i ,iar * ans J tQ hold aflemblies, to have bilhops or 
agiiinfthc- clergy, to hve in cities, to appear at court, or to prefent 
reties . any petition to the emperor k . The fame prohibition was 

renewed by another law, dated the fourteenth of June 
By another enacted two days after, all public difputes con- 
cerning religion were forbidden under the le rereft penalties. 
A law, dated the twenty-ninth of February, declares all 
marriages between Jews and Chiiftians unlawful, and lub- 
jctls the contracting parties to the punilhments due to adul- 
tery; another, add relied to Cynegius, prohibits any one to 
Yr of FI. marry his brother’s wife, or his own wife’s fitter. Theo- 
28 39 - dofius, who was at Milan on the twenty-fecond of May, left 
U C t that city foon after, and repaired to Rome with young Va- 
1 7 ' lentinian, and his fon Honorius, whom he had fent for from 
q heoiiojius Conftantinople, after the defeat of Maximus, tie entered 
goes to that metropolis in triumph on the thirteenth of June ; and 
Rome. a f ew days after Latinus Pacatus Drcpanius, an orator of 
Gaul, pronounced his panegyric in the foliate, the emperor 
himfelf being prelent. The orator takes notice ot his libera- 
lity towards ihe people on that occafion, of bis afl ability 
and eondefcenfion, not only in viewing the rai i ties of the 
city, but in entering the houlVs of private per Tons, which 
gained him the hearts of the Roman people" 1 . The poet 
Claudia 11 tells us, that at Rome he received ambafladors 
from the king of Perfia, to treat about a peace between the 
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two empires 11 . 

The converfion of the fenate and people of Rome to the 
Chnftian religion was owing, according to Prudentius, to 
Iheodofius’s journey ; not that he ufed any violence, fays 
that writer, for he indifferently railed Pagans and Chriftians 
to the hrft employments in the date ; but fo great was the 
force of his example, that few, either in the fenate, or 
among the people, were fo attached to their errors, as to 
withstand it. Piudcntius mentions feveral illuftrious fami- 


lies, converted, 011 Lhis occafion, to the true religion ; name- 
ly, the families of the Paulini, of the Bafli, of the Annii, 
and of the Gracchi, at that time the mod ancient and noble 
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family in Rome. The people, continues that writer, Rocked 
to the Latcran chuch, to receive the facred fign of the royal 
chrifm, ami to the Vatican, to vifit the afheg of the father of 
the faith ; meaning, we imagine, St. Peter, who was then 
fuppofed to have planted the faith in Rome. The idols, fays 
St. Jerom, were pulled down ; theirtemples abandoned ; and 
the gods, once fo much revered, left in their niches alone, or 
attended only by mice or owls : the Capitol, (continues the 
fame writer)formerly fo much frequented, is now turned in- 
to a defert ; the other temples are covered with dull, and 
filled with cobwebs ; the whole city crowds to the tombs of 
the martyrs; and the people^afling by thofe ancient temples, 
behold them with joy ready to fall, and bury the gods under 
their ruins. Rome forfakes Jupiter, and his temples, de- 
fpifes his ceremonies, and is afhamed of the worfhip for- 
merly paid him D . Theodofuis, however, would not fuffer 
the (latues of the gods, many of which were the work of 
the belt artificers of antiquity, to be deftroyed ; but ordered 
them to be removed from the places where they had been 
adored, to the public fquares, where they ferved as orna- 
ments to the city p. Theodofius remained onlythree months 
at Rome. In that fhort time he not only ferioufly applied 
himfelf to the fuppreflion c»f idolatry, but with indefatigable 
care laboured to reform many abufes, which had long pre- 
vailed in the city He emitted a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June, ordering all the Manichees to be expelled the city, 
and declaring them incapable of receiving legacies, or leav- 
ing any thing by will even to their children. TheodofiuB 
left Rome on the firfl of September, was at a place called 
Valentia on the third of the fame month, and on the fixth 
at Forum Flaminii, now Ponte Centefimu on the Topino, 
not far from Fuligno in the duchy of Spoleto, where he en- 
atted a law forbidding the execution of criminals during 
Lent r . From thence he purfued his journey to Milan, 
where he publifhed an editt, dated the twenty-fixth of No- 
vember, commanding the heretic bifhops and clergy to be 
driven out of the cities, and their fuburbs. 

From this law, and feveral others of the enfuing year, it 
appears, that Theodofius pafTed the winter in that city, 
while Valentinian marched into Gaul, to oppofe the 
Franks, who were preparing to invade that province ; but 
all we know of this expedition is, that Valentinian had an 
interview with Marcomir and Sunno, two chiefs of the 

Q Hier. ep. 7. p. 54. Sc in Jov. lib. ii. cap. iS. p. 95. p Prud, 
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Franks-, that they delivered Foliages-, and that the em- 
peror, on the tighth of November, was aL Treves, where 
he went into winter-quarters s . This year is chiefly re- 
markable for the deltruclion of the celebrated temple of 
Serapis at Alexandria, which, according to the defeription 
Ammianus Marcellinus gives, furpalled in grandeur and 
wealth all the temples in the world, that of Jupiter Capi- 
tolinus alone excepted r ; Theodoret calls it the greet- 
ed, and, without exception, the moll beautiful temple in 
the univerfe u . Theodolius, who had hitherto fpared that 
liatcly edifice, ordered it to be levelled with the ground on 
the following occaflon : Theophilus, bifliop of Alexandria, 
having obtained ot the emperor an old temple, formerly 
confccratcd to Bacchus, but at that time ruined and for- 
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faken, with a defign to convert it into a church, the work- 
men, in clearing away the rubbifh, found among the ruins 
fcveral obfcenc figures, which the bifliop, to ridicule the 
fuperflition of the heathens, caufed to be expofed to pub- 
lic view. This ftep provoked the Pagans to fucli a degree, 
that they flew to arms, and falling upon the Chriflians, 
cut great numbers in pieces, before they were in a condition 
to oppofe their fury. At length the Chriflians took arms 
in their defence, and being fupported by the few fohliers 
who were quartered in Alexandria, repelled force by force. 

Thus a civil war was kindled within the very walls of the 
city, and no day palled without fume bloodlhed. The Pa- 
gans, when tired with fighting, or overpowered with num- 
bers (for the Chtiilians were much more numerous), retired 
to the temple of Serapis \ and thence, f.illying out again 
unexpectedly, feized on fuch of the Chriflians as they met, 
and, tl ragging them into the temple, either forced them by 
the moll exquiflte torments to facriliee to their idol, or, if 
they refufed, to rack them to dcaLh. As they expected to be 
foon attacked by the emperor’s troops, they ehofe a philofo- 
pher, named Olympus, for their leader, vrith a refolution to 
defend themfelves, their temple, and their religion, to the 
laft extremity. In the mean time Evagritis, governor of 
Tgypr, and Komanus, who commanded the troops in that 
country, having attempted in vain to purfuade the Pagans 
to quit the temple, and retire to their dwellings, ftnt a 
diftimfl account of the whole to the emperor, wflio, extol- 
ling and envying the happinefs of fuch as had chofen rather 
to die, than renounce their religion, and offer facrifice to 
the idols, would not fuller their death to be revenged on 
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thofe, at whofe hands they had obtained the rrmvn of 
martyrdom. However, at the fame time he ordered the 
temple of Serapis, and all the other temples in Alexandria, 
which gave occafion to frequent difturbances, to be demo- 
lifhed, charging Tbeophilus, bifliop of the place, who had 
folicitcd his order, to fee it put in execution, and com- 
manding Evagrius and Rnmanus to follow his dirivdions. 
The Pagans no fooner knew that the emperor had been 
informed of the cruelties they had committed, ihan they 
abandoned the temple, and difperfed, ionic of them re- 
tiring privately to their own houfes, others withdraw- 
ing from the town, and either concealing themfehes in the 
neighbouring cities, or flying to more dillant countries. 
Among the latter was their leader Olympus, who concealed 
himlelf in the night on board a veflel, which was ready to 
fail for Italy. Helladius and Ainmonius, two gi ammarians, 
under whom Socrates, the ecelefiaflic hiltorian, had limbed 
at Confhantinople, withdrew from Egypt, and took refuge 
among!! the Barbarians. The former uled to boall of his 
having killed, during that tumult, nine Chrillians with his 
own hand w . 

The temple, t h us abandoned by the Pagans, was deli- 
vered to Tbeophilus, who, with the afliltuncc of the peo- 
ple and foJdiery, reduced it in a Hun t time to a heap of 
ruins, leaving nothing undemolilhed but the foundations, 
which could not be removed, on account of the extraor- 
dinary weight and lize of the Hones. I he celebrated llaiue 
of Serapis, the principal god of the Egyptians, was broken 
in pieces, and the limbs of that pretended dninity carried 
firlt in triumph by the ChriHians through the city, and 
then thrown into a large fire kindled lor that purpufe in 
the amphitheatre. As the Egyptians aferibed the over- 
flowing of the Nile, to which was owi;u r the fertility of 
their country, to the benign influence of their god hiera- 
pis, they concluded, that, now he was defirnyed, the river 
would no longer overflow, and coniequently tlut a general 
famine would enluc ; but when they olderved, that the 
Nile, on the contrary, lwelicd to a greater height than had 
been known in tlie memory of mar., and thereby produced 
an immenfe plenty of provi/ions, many of the Pagans, re- 
nouncing the worfliip of the idols, adored the (>od of t he 
Chrillians \ Not only the ftatue of Seraph, , winch was 
lodged in the temple, but all the oilier ihtues of that pre- 
tended deity, were by the ztalous Chiillians carefully 

w 5 oc. lib. vii. cap. 1 5. p. 724. Ruf. lib. ii. cap. 22. p. 187. Saz. 
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fought for, ignominioufly dragged through the ftreets, and 
confumed in the flames , infomuch that in the great city of 
Serapis, as Alexandria was frequently ftyled, not the leaft 
trace was left of that idol, or of the worfhip, which tor fo 
many ages had been paid him. In the room of the temple 
of Serapis was built a church, and a martyrium, fays Ruffi- 
nius*, meaning perhaps a burying-place for thofe who had 
perifhed during the late difturbances. 

Theophilus, who was a prelate no lefs aftive than zeal- 
ous, not fatisfied with demolifhing the temple of Serapis, 
encouraged the people, fupported by the governor of the 
province, and the commander of the Roman troops, to level 
with the ground all the other temples, oratories, chapels, 
and places deftined for the worfhip of the idols through- 
out Egypt, caufing the ftatues of the gods to be either 
burnt or melted down. Of the innumerable ftatues with 
which that fuperftitious province was filled, he is faid 
to have fpared but one, reprefenting an ape, in order to ex- 
pofe the Pagan religion to ridicule. Theodofius not only 
approved of what Theophilus had done, but commended 
his zeal, and returned him public thanks for the pains he 
had taken, in clearing that province from the abominations 
to which it had been fo long adduced z - Soon after, he 
enabled a law, prohibiting, on pain of death, the fubjefls 
of the empire to offer any kind of facrifice to idols ; and 
declaring the eftates confifeated of thofe who fliould bum 
incenfe before them a . 

In the following year 390, when Valentiman was conful 
the fourth time with Neoterius, Theodofius publifhed a law, 
dated at Verona, the third of September, commanding all 
who profeffed a monaftic life to withdraw from the cities, 
and retire to the deferts, purfuant to their inftitution. But 
this law he revoked by another, dated the feventeenth of 
April 392. By a third, publifhed at Rome on the four- 
teenth of May, he commanded thofe who fliould be found 
guilty of unnatural luft to be burnt alive in the fight of the 
whole people. This year an obelifk, twenty-four cubits in 
height, was raifed in the circus at Conftantiiiople, and a 
column before the church of St. Sophia, on which was a 
ftatue of Theodofius in filver, weighing feven thoufand four 
hundred ounces b . Valentinian feems to have continued all 
this year^at Treves, or in the neighbourhood of that city. 
Oneaga'mfl By a law, dated the ninth of May, the emperor declared 
ftpojlauj. thofe who fliould renounce the Chriftian religion, after hav- 
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ing been baptized, not only incapable of giving or recciv- ’ 
ing the leait thing by will, but of being, as infamous per- 
fons, witneiTes to any private or public deed ; adding, ihat 
he would have confined them to the deferts, had he not be- 
lieved it a greater punifhment for them to live among men, 
without being looked upon as men. lay another law, dated 
^e ninth of the fame month, he commanded the heretics 
to be banifned the cities c . 

In the courfe of i his year Theodofius fet out lor Conflan- 7hrvdof\'ts 
tinople, leaving the entire management of affairs in the returns to 
Weft to Valentinian, now in the twentieth yeai of his age. l ^ e 
On his arrival at Theffalonica, he found the province of 
Macedon in great confufion*, for the Barbarians, u ho, at 7 he Bar- 
the inftigation of Maximus had revolted, and concealed bar tans in- 
themfelves among marfhes and woods, after llie defeat of ^nceof°~ 
that ufurper, taking advantage of the emperor's ablencc, M acr / 0 „ m 
Tallied out of their faftneffes in the night, and feezing what- 
ever came in their way, retired with their booty btiore day. 

As it was a more difficult talk to find them om than to con- 
quer them, the emperor took that province upon himfulf ; 
and, without difeovering his defign to any 011 c, made rhoicn 
of five perfons in whom he could confide, to atieml him, or- 
deringeaeh of them ?o take threefpare horfes, that tiny might 
flaift as often as there was occuhon. 1 bus attended and 
difguiied, he ranged about the country, receiving from the 
peafants Tuch refref/imenrs as their cottages could allurd. 

At length he arrived at a lmall inn, kept by a woman ad- 
vanced in years, who received him with extraordinary ci- 
vility, which induced him to remain there that night. In 
the fame inn lodged a perfon, who, declining to convcrfe 
with the reft, and feeming defirous to conceal himfelf, gave 
the emperor no fmall jealoufy. Having, therefore, after 
he was retired to his chamber, called for the miftrefs of the covered by 
houfe, and afked her who that perfon Mas, fhe anfwered, Iheodojw 
that who he was fhc knew nut j hut that, ever fince the 
news of the emperor’s return from the Weft, he had lodg- 
ed at her houfe, going out in the morning, and continuing 
abroad all day, but returning at night to his lodging, for 
which he lumeflly paid her. Upon this information the 
emperor ordered him to be feized and examined ; but he 
refuting to declare whom he was, the emperor at fait dif- 
covered himfelf, ordered the man to he put to the ractc, 
and forced him to own, that he was employed as a fpy by 
the Barbarians, who lay concealed among the woods and 
bogs, to give them intelligence, from time to time, of the 

c Cod. Theod. lib. *vi. tit leg. 20. p. 37. 
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motions of the emperor’s army, and to inform them what 
places lay moft convenient for their incurfions. Upon this 
confefiion the emperor caufed his head to be (truck off, and, 
returning early next morning to the army, led his foldieis 
to the place where he had learned from the fpy the Barba- 
rians were lodged ■, and falling upon them fuddenly, cut 
great numbers of them in pieces. Timalius, who, togg> 
therwith Promotus, commanded on this occafion under 
Theodofius, imagining moft of the Barbarians were de- 
ltroyed, advifed the emperor to allow his foldiers fAme time 
to refrefh themfelves after fo warm and fatiguing a fervice, 
that they might with more vigour purfue the reft, who 
could not make their efcape. The emperor, following his 
advice, founded a retreat ; but while his men were refiefh- 
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ing themfelves, without the leaft apprehend on of danger, 
the Barbarians, attacking them when they were quitd un- 
prepared, and moft of them overcome with wine, 01 alliep, 
made a dreadful havock, and would have either killed or 
taken the emperor himfelf, had he not been feafonably 
refeued by Promotus, at the danger of his own life. How- 
ever, Theodofius having rallied bis difperfud forces the next 
day, attacked the Barbarians again with fuch fucccfs, that 
few of them efcaped the general (laughter 11 . 

Theodofius, upon bis return to Conitantinople, made it bis 
chief ftudy to lupprefs idolatry and Arianifm, ordering the 
temples, ltill (tan ding, to be pulled down, and the Arians 
to be driven out of the cities, left they (hnuld infeft their 
fellow-citizens with their peftilent doctrine c . 

During his refidence in the Welt he had ufed all poflible 
means to extirpate idolatry ; but, upon his return to the 
Eaft, the Pagans began to conceive new hopes, and the 
fenutors of Home, who continued (till attached to thef u- 
pcrilition of their ancestors, fent a deputation to Valenti- 
nian, at the head of which was the celebrated Symmathus, 
intreating him to reftcrc to their prieds the temples and 
privileges which they had enjoyed til! the reign of Gratian. 
Valentinian, who was then in Gaul, received the deputies 
in a very obliging manner ; but could not be prevailed upon, 
either by them, or by the Pagan minifters in his coutt, to 
grant their requefl F . The Barbarians, threatening to pafs 
the Alps towards Rhxtia, and invade Italy, the emperor 
refolved to quit Gaul, and h:.den to Milan, in order to 
make head again ft them. Defirous of being baptized be- 
forc he engaged in a war, be dilpatebed from Vienne an 


l! LcA. lib. \ v . p. 7 yc — 773. c RufF. lib. ii. can. 19. p. 185. 

f Ambrof. Stim. ile Divtrf. p. 114. Sy mm. lib * i ii. ep. 63. p. 130. 
kj uf ifu. vii. cap. 35, p. 220, 
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exprefs to fit. Ambrofc, bifhop of Milan, for whom he had 
an extraordinary efteem and veneration, inviting him into 
Gaul, to adminiilcr that facrament. The prelate, upon 
the receipt of the emperor’s letter, inftantly departed ; but 
before he reached Vienne, he received the melancholy 
news of the death of that unfortunate prince, inhumanly 
'Njjurdered, as molt authors agree, by Arbogaftes. 

He was a Frank by nation, and owed his preferment to 
Gratian. Alter that prince’s death, the foldiery, by whom he 
was highly elleemcd, for his experience in military affairs, his 
liberality and difintereftedncfs, railed him without the con- 
fent either of Valenlinian, who was then a child, or of his 
mother J ulfina, to the poll of general ; in which command 
he acquitted himfelf with great fidelity and moderation, 
while Theodofjus continued i j i the Wert; but upon the Arbogafla 
departure ui that prince for Conftantinople, he aiTd! more j'rtUnJi to 
like a fovereign than a miniiler or ofliccr, arrogating to ‘ ontroul the 
himfelf the power of controlling the young prince, and go- ) ,un % 
verning the court with abfolute authority. J le difiharged t >)lncC ' 
all the officers in the army attached to Valentin). m, ami 
put Franks, in whom lie could confide, in their room, dif- 
pofing at the fame Lime of the civil employments, without 
the emperor's conftiU or knowlege, and bellowed them 
upon perfons of bis own faction. Valcntinian, unable to y r D f pp 
brook fuch a fhatneful fervittule, rcfolvcd to di [charge Ar- 21-42. 
gobaftes ; and accordingly, feeing him one day at court, A. I). 39.’. 
he threw him a paper, containing mi abrogation of his F. C. upo. 
command, Fut Arbogaftes, Laving perufed it, tore it in ~ ~~ 

pieces with great ronteinpt, and threw it on the ginuml, ( i :ar ^ e j t 
telling the empeior, with the utmofl arrogance, that as he but r,bufs 
had not received his rmhority from him, it was not in his to refriui 
power to divi ll him of it. After this infult, Arhogaftes, f?{ 

convinced that Valenlinian v mild not fuller fuch an out- ^ ^ 
rage to pals unrevenged, rciuhed to anticipate him, and to he mur- 
accordingly depsived l.nn cd Ins life. Authors difagice ns Jcred. 
to ihe manner ol his death : Zofimus writes, that wdiile 
Valcntinian, attended by a final 1 guard, was diverting him- 
felf in the ueighbuiu hood of Vienne, ArhugalLcs alT, lultcd 
him unerpedicdly, and llabbed him with his fword ? (M ). 

lie 

sOiiif. |). 21D. Zof. p.776. Sncr. p. 93. Soz. ibid. 

(M) According to Pfiilofdor- that purpofe. The fame am 
gins, he was itranglrd while he ihor add.', that aiier they find 
was taking Ids diverfion on the llrangled him, they tied Ida 
banks of the Rhone, by affalfins, own handkerchief about Ins 
whom Argobaftcs had hired for neck, and hung him upon a 

tree, 
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He died in 392, on the fifteenth of May, after having lived 
only twenty years and fome months, and borne the title of 
emperor fixteen years, and about fix months, though he 
cannot be faid to have reigned till the death of Gratian, 
who died eight years and nine months before him h . St. 
Ambrofe tells us, that when he found himfelf unexpectedly 
attacked by the aflaflins, the only words he uttered were, 

Alas ! my poor fitters 1 ! ” 

The funeral ceremonies w T ere performed with great fo- 
lemnity ; and his body was fent to Milan, and interred near 
that of his brother Gratian, on which occafion St. Ambrofe 
pronounced an oration in praife of the deceafed prince, 
whcx, according to him, and molt other writers, would 
have equalled, if not eclipfed, the glory of the beft empe- 
rors, had he been buffered to live longer, being of a lively 
genius, valiant, fober, liberal, fincere in his friendfhip, im- 
partial in the adminittration of juftice, and, in difpofing 
employments, guided by merit alone k . Zofimus, though 
prejudiced againft all Chriftian princes, owns that his death 
was a public lofs h He had perfecuted the catholics in his 
mother’s life-time, or rather, fhe had perfecuted them in 
his name; but, after her death, he proved a molt zealous 
patron of the orthodox faith, difcountenancing the ArianS 
and other feClaries, as much as he had favoured them be- 
fore he was capable of diftinguilhing truth from falfhood. 
His two fitters, Jutta and Grata, continued at Milan, and 
embraced, after his death, a life of celibacy. His fitter 
Galla, who was married to Theodofius, died two years after 
in childbed. 

After the death of Valentinian, Arbogaftes might have 
eafily feized on the fovereignty ; but nut willing to appear 
guilty of fuch a treacherous and inhuman muider, he chofe 

h Epiph.p. 177. Philoft. p. 144.. 1 Ambr. Serm. deDiverf. 

p. ii$. k Socr- lit), iv. cap. 31. p. 150, J Zol. lib. iv, p. 776. 

tree, that the world might be agree, that he was flrangled ; 
induced to believe that he had but the two latter writers iup- 
laid violent hands on himfelf; pofe this to have happened in 
for his guards were at fome dif- the palace, and the eunuchs of 
tance, and out of fight (1). St. the court, gained over by Arbo- 
Jerom (2) , Ornfius(3), Ruffi- guiles, to have been the authors 
nus Epiphams So- ofhisde'4th. 

ciutes (6), and Sozomen (7) , 

(1) Phiiuflorg. lib. xi. cap. 1, p. 145. (2) Hier. ep. 3 p. 26. 

(3) Orof. lib, vii. cap. 5. p. no, (4) Ruff. lib. ii. cap. 3’. p- 191. 
(5) Epiph. de Menf. & Pond. to. p. 177. (6) Suer. lib. v. cap. 

25 p. 294, (7) lib- vii. cap. 22. p, 7 3 9- 
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to confer it on Eugenius, and to reign in his name™. Eu- 
genius had formerly taught grammar, and afterwards rhe- 
toric, and was generally efteemed on account of his elo- 
quence. Ricomcr, at the requeft of Symmachus, had taken 
him under his protection, and upon his return into theEall 
.with Theodofius, recommended him to Arbogaftcs, by 
whofe intereft he was raifed to the poll; of fecretary n . Zo- 
fimus maintains, that Arbogaftes, repofing an entire confi- 
dence in Eugtnius, and judging him capable of the moft 
daring refolutions, imparted the defign he had formed of 
murdering Valentinian, and raifing him to the empire after 
his deceafe ; that Eugenius rejected at firft the propofal 
with horror ; but was at length prevailed upon to adopt 
the meafures of his patron 5 by whofc intereff, after the 
death of the young prince, he was proclaimed emperor. 
The ufurper, though a Chriftian, was greatly favoured by 
the Pagans, who knew he only bore the title of emperor, 
while the whole power was lodged in Arbogaftcs, who 
pretended a great attachment to their religion. The aruf- 
pices, who began to appear again, a (lured him, that he 
M'as deftined to the empireof the whole world ; that he would 
foon gain a complete victory over Theodofius, who was 
as much hated as he was beloved by the gods ; and that 
his power and authority would have no other bounds but 
thofe of the Roman empire 0 . Though Eugenius feemed to 
favour the Pagans, yel, in the very beginning of his reign, 
he wrote to St. Ambrofe, who did not anfwer his letter till 
lie was prefled by fomc of his friends to recommend them 
to the new prince; and then he treated him in his letters 
with all the rcfpcCt due to an emperor p. 

During thefe tranfaCHons in the Weft, fume difturbances 
happened in the court of Theodofius at Conflantinople : 
Rufinus, not fatisfied with the confular dignity, to which 
he was preferred this year, notwithftanding the report of 
his having been the author of the death of ftromotus, killed 
by the Barbarians, began to afpire to the prefecture of the 
Eaft, which was held by Tatianus, whom he accufed of 
oppreflion in his government. Proculus, the fon of Ta- 
tianus, and prefeCt of Conflantinople, was charged with 
the fame crime. Theodofius appointed judges to try Lhcm ; 
but, as RufinuS waB at the head of that commiffion, and 
the other judges dreaded his refentment, they were both 
declared guilty : the father was depofed, and confined to 


m Orof lib. vii. cap. 35. p. md. Claud. Conf. Hon. 3, 4-p- 3 5 
» Soc. lib. v. cap. a j. p, 193- Zuf. p- 775. Pliiluft. p. 146. Syinm 
111. ep. 60, 61. p, 119. • Soz. lib. vii. cap. 17. p. 740. r - 
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Lycia, his native country 5 and the fon fentenced to death. 
Theodofius fent him his pardon ; but the meflenger, cor- 
rupted by Rufinus, did not acquaint the pioper oiiicers with 
the emperor’s order, till the execution was over t. How 
juft foever the punifliment inflicted on ratianus might be, 
his countrymen the Lycians, who had no (hare in his crimes, 
ought not to have had any in his difgrace and misfortunes : 
neverthelefs Theodofius, at the indication of Rufinus, a de- 
clared enemy to the Lycians, drafted a law, declaring their 
whole nation infamous, depriving them of the employ- 
ments they held at that time, and rendering them for ever 
incapable of any preferment r . This unjuft law was after- 
wards revoked by Arcadius, who reftored the Lycians to 
their former condition, aferibing the bnfc treatment they 
hail received, 110L to their demerit, but to the hatred of 
Ru funis. 

The affair of Tatianus and Proculus was not yet ended, 
when news of the death of Valentinian, and the ufurpatiou 
of Eugenius, were brought to Conftantinople. A few days 
after, ambafladors arrived from the ufurper, who, without 
even mentioning of Arbogaftes, demanded an audience in 
the name of Eugenius ; and, being admitted to the empe- 
ror’s prefence, propolcd an alliance between him and their 
mailer. Theodofius received them in a very courteous 
manner, amufed them with fair words, and difmifTed them 
loaded with rich prefents s . At the head of this embafty 
was Rufinus, nn Athenian, attended by feveral bifliops fent 
by Eugenius to divert the emperor from engaging in a ci- 
vil war. As Theodofius charged Arbogaftes with the mur- 
der of Valentinian, the bifliops endeavoured to clear him 
from that fa lie, as they ftyled it, and groimdlcfs afperfion l . 
Theodofius began his military operations; but, as he con- 
fided more in the alliilance of Heaven than the number of 
liis troops, or the bravery of his generals, he vifited all the 
churches of his capital, attended by feveral bifliops, and a 
great crowd of people, imploring the favour and protection 
of the Almighty. The military preparations, to which 
Theodofius applied himfelf ' with indefatigable pains, did 
not divert him from publifhing feveral laws in favour of 
orthodoxy and the Chriftian religion. 

In the following year Theodofius was conful the third 
time, with Abundantius, who was, as appears from a law 
of the preceding year, general both of the horfe and foot. 
It was at this period he abrogated the ancient law of trea- 

q Zof. lib. iv. p. 774. r Cod. Tlieod. lib. ix. tit. 38. leg. g. 

p. 278, 273- B Zoi. p. 776. 1 Rut. p. ig 1 • 

fon, 
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fon, denouncing death againft thofe who uiteic<l fodi Lions- 
words again ft the prince. 11 If luch words ^fa\ s Theodu- 
fius in his law of this year) proceed from lc\iiv, they aie 
to be defpifed ; if from folly, to be pitiui ; if from malice, 
they arc to be lorgivtn ll .” In the bi ginning, or, as fume 
afi’ert, in the end, of this year, that E, on the fifteenth of U. C. m 9 i. 
| uniary, or twentieth of Not ember, the emperor declared 
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iiore to the temples ihe revenues, ot which they had been baud.'. 

deprived by Gratian, and to re-cltablilli the celebrated ai tar 

of Viclory. Eugenius received them kindly , but could 

not be prevailed upon to comply with their requeR. The 

lenate foon after tent a lecond deputation, to folicit l he 

fame favour; which was denied them a fccoinl time. Inn 

when by a tliird embaily they renewed their requeR, Euge- Lu^euats 

nius yielded to their importunity, relloiing the Pagan reli- ia^m'sihe 

rion and temples to their former lullre, and fullering the iia Z ancf ~ 

*“ 1 ■ - r -r .i i ■ i r remom es» 

ancient ceremonies and iacrnices to be renewed m the fc- 

nate of the metropolis of bis empire x . The following 
y^ar 394, Arcadius being cunful the Lhird time, and Ho- 
norius die lecond, Theodofms leaving ConRaininople, pur- 
fued his march through Dacia, and the other provinces bc- 
rv, een Thrace and the Julian Alps, which feparate Italy from 
Noricurn, with a defign to force the pafles of thofe moun- 
tains, and invade Italy, before the army of Eugenius was 
in a condition to oppote him. Upon his arrival at the Alps, 
he found the palles guarded by Flavianus, prefect of Italy, 
at the head of a confiderable body of Roman troops, who 
fled after a fhort refiRancc. Flavianus was killed at the firR 
onfet. Theodofius, having thus opened himfclf a paffage Yr. of FI. 
over the Alps, was met, as he defeended thofe mountains, 
by Eugenius, at the head of a very numerous army, drawn ^ ^ 
up on the banks of the river Frigid um ; which Sanfon and J 


others fuppofe to be the river Vipao or Wibach, in the TheoJof^s 
county of Goricc, about thirty-fix miles from Aquileia. forcenhe 
The army of Theodofius was no lefs numerous than that 
of the enemy, being reinforced by fcveral bodies of Arme- tH 
nians, Iberians, Arabians, Goths, and other Barbarians 


u Qod. Theod. lib- ix. tit. 4. leg, 3. p. 42. ^ Phil oR. hb. xi. 

cap. x. p. 146. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 24. p. 741. Claud. Conf. Hon. 3. 
V 35, 36. x Amb. Vit. p. H 5. ep. 15. p. no. 

beyond 
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beyond the Danube. The Roman troops were commanded 
by Timafius, and Stilicho, who had married the emperor’s 
niece ; and the foreign auxiliaries by Gainas, Saul, Bacu- 
rius, and Alaric the Goth, whofe name is famous in hif- 
tory. Of Gainas, who was of the fame nation, and Saul, 
who was likewife a Barbarian, we fhall have frequent occa- 
fion to fpeak in the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius. Ba- 
curius was a native of Armenia or, as Rufinus alferts, 
of Iberia ; and, he is ftyled by that writer king of Iberia z . 
Among the Romans he was comes domefticorum, that is, 
captain of the guards, and univerfally elteemed, not only 
for his courage and experience, but for the mildnefs of his 
temper, his affability and good-nature even to his enemies. 
Ruffinus, the ecclefiaflic hiftorinn, who lived in great in- 
timacy with him while he was duke of Paleftine, calls him 
a man of great integrity, a pious and zealous Chriftian, a 
worthy companion of Theodofius, a man endowed with 
every good quality of the mind, and by few equalled in the 
rhe tuuo perfections of his body. Under thefe leaders the army of 
irmtes Theodofius advanced into the plain ; but the emperor, un- 
willing to expofe the Romans, ordered the foreign auxi- 
liaries to begin the a&ion, w hich they did with great vi- 
gour and refolution ; but were foon put in dilorder by the 
regular and well-difciplined troops of Eugenius, headed by 
Arbogaftes, who fignalized himfelf in a very particular 
manner. Bacurius, however, having rallied the Barbarians, 
led them back to the charge ; and being fupported by Ti- 
mafius and Stilicho, renewed the combat, which lafled till 
night, when both armies retired to their refpedive camps. 
Bacurius, on this occafion, diftinguifhed himfelf above the 
other commanders, kdling great numbers of the enemy 
with his own hand ; but being at length furrounded on all 
Tides, he was flain, after having defended himfelf for a long 
time with incredible bravery. Of the Goths, and other 
auxiliaries, above ten thoufand were killed ; but of the 
Romans, who fupported them, only a fmall number. 

Eugenius concluding he had gained the battle, and that 
the army of Theodofius was totally defeated, allowed his 
men to retire to their tents, and refrefh themfelves, that 
they might be the better able to purfue the enemy next 
morning. In the mean time Theodofius was advifed by bis 
generals not to hazard a fecond engagement, but to retire 
in the night, repafs the Alps, and defer the decifion of 
the war till another campaign ; againft which time he 

y ZoT p. 777. * Ruff lib. i. cap. 10. p. 166. lib. ii. cap. 33; 

p. 192. 

might 
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might with cafe recruit his army, anil renew hodili ties with 
frefh vigour. But the emperor, without regarding their 
remondranccs, having affembled his troops by break of 
day, 1 eri them in perlon againd the enemy; and entering ecate ' 
their camp by furprize, put great numbers to the fword, 
and obliged the red to fave themfelves by a precipitate and. 

Vs^difoi lj i:rl y flight *. Arbogades behaved on this occafion with 
gTeat intrepidity; but in fpite of his utmod efforts, his troops, 
quite difheartened, and concluding, from the extraordinary 
violence of a dorm, which blew full in their faces, that hea- 
ven fought againd them, either fled, or, throwing down their 
arms fubmitted to Theodofius, who received them into 
favour ; but at the fame time commanded them to apprehend, 
and deliver up the ulurper. They no fooncr received this 
order, than they flew to theiifing ground, where Eugenius 
had polled himfelf to behold the battle, and was flill wait- 
ing the event. When he obferved them inarching hallily 
towards him, he concluded they brought him news of the 
vidlory. As they approached he afked them, whether they 
had, purfuant to his orders, fe cured Theodofius. They 
anfwered, that they defpifed the commands of a tyrant and 
ufurper, whom they were come to feize, and deliver to 
their lawful fovereign ; and loading him that indant with Eugenius 
irons, dragged him, dripped of all the enfigns of majedy, taken, deli- 
to the emperor; who reproached him with the murder of ,0 

Valentinian, with the calamities he had brought upon the a „j° 
empire by his unjud ufurpation, and with putting his con- death by 
faience in Hercules, in defiance of the only true God; hisoun 
for on his chief dandard he had difplayed the image of mtn ■ 
that fabulous deity. Eugenius begged earnedly for his life ; 
but wliile he lay prodrate at the emperor's feet, his own 
foldiers druck off his head, and carrying it on the point of 
a fpear, fhewed it to tliofe who, remaining in his camp, 
had not yet fubmitted to Theodofius. At that fight they 
were all thunderdruck ; but being at the fame time inform- 
ed, that Theodofius was ready to pardon them, they threw 
down their arms, and fubmitted b . 

Arbogades, the chief author of the death of Valenti- Arbogaflts 
nian, and the evils attending it, defpairing of pardon, fled lays violent 
to the mountains; but finding that diligent fearch was hands on 
made after him, he laid violent hands on himfelf. The 
children of Eugenius and Arbogades, who had attended 
their parents in this war, having great reafon to expeft the 

a Zof. p. 778. b Ambr. Vit. p, 86. Claud. Conf. Hon. 4. 

p. 41. Ruffin, p.191, Tbeuii. p. 740, Socr. lib. v. cap. 25. p. 294. 

Chron, Alex, p, 710. 
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fame treatment, took fanftuary in different churches : but 
the pious emperor, not futisfied with pardoning them, em- 
braced that opportunity to convert them from Paganifm, 
which they prufefled, to the Chrilli.m religion, appointing 
proper puTons to inftrudl,and convince them of their errors; 
which diey had no fooncr rcnounceil, than he look the con- 
verts under his prote<Slion, put them in pofTefhon of their 
paternal eftates, ami rai fed them to eonfiderable employ- 
ments c . The emperor, immediately after his viiTory over 
Eugenius, fent for his fon Honorius, whom lie had left at 
Conftantinople, under the care of Rufinus, who was there- 
by veiled. with almoft an unlimited power. Beioie the ar- 
rival of tlfe young prince, Theodofius had removed from 
Aquileia to Milan, where he received him and Serena, who 
came with him, in the great church, and committed them 
both to the care of St. Ambrofc ri . Serena was daughter 
to Honorius, the emperor’s brother. A few days after, he 
declared his fon Honorius cmpcior of the Weil, aligning 
him Italy, Gaul, Spain, Biitain, Afiiia, and Weil Jllyri- 
cum, and appointing Stilicho his liiTl general, and prime 
mini (let e . With this declaration he dilpatched Stilicho to 
Home ; on which occafion Serena, whom Theodofius had 
married to that general, ami who accompanied her huf- 
band to Rome, fhewed a greaL defirc, fays Zolimus, to lee 
the ftatue of Cybele ; but flic w as no fooncr admitted into 
the temple than {lie fnatched from die goddefs a necklace 
of ineftimable value, faying, it became better the niece of 
an emperor than a fcnfelels flame. A11 old Veftal, who 
was prefent, tranfported with zeal, could not forbear ut- 
tering dreadful imprecations ngainft Serena, her huiband, 
and her children ■, but Serena caufed her to be driven out 
of the temple, and punifhed for her arrogance. At the 
fame time her hufband Stilicho commanded the thick plates 
of gold, with which the gates of Jupiter Capitolinus were 
covered, to be taken off, and conveyed to his palace. The 
Roman fenate fent deputies to congratulate Theodofius on 
his late victory, and to folicit the coufulfhip of the enfuing 
year for the two brothers Oiybrius and Riobinus The 
emperor granted their requelt, exhorting them at the fame 
time with great zeal to renounce the errors in which they 
had been brought up, and yield to the force of that truth 
which now generally prevailed. This year is remarkable 
for dreadful earthquakes, which were felt almoft every day 

c Ambr. ep. 16. p. 211. Orof. p. 210, zzi. d Socrat. lib. v, 

cap. 1 6, p. 295. Ruff, lib. ii. cap. 34. p. 19a. c Zof. lib. iv. 

P- 77 *. 
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in mod provinces of the empire, from the beginning of 
September to the end of November ; for exccdive and in- 
cefiant rains, which laid whole countries under water ; and 
fuch a darknefs as had not happened in the memory of 
man f ; all which the writers of thofe times interpret as 
prognoftics of the great lofs the Roman empire was to fuf- 
tain in the approaching death of the great Theodofius. 

Theodofius, having reftored tranquility in the Weft, was 
preparing to return to Conftantinople, when he was feized 
with a dropfy, occafioned by the great fatigues he had un- 
dergone in the late war g . As foon as he perceived himfelf TV \eodoJtus 
in danger, he made his will, by which he divided the em- 
pire, bequeathing the Eaft to his eldeft fon Arcndius, and t^een hu 
the Weft to Honorius. He likewife confirmed the pardon two chil- 
which he had granted to all thofe who had borne arms ^ ren ' 
againft him, and remitted a tribute, which had proved very 
burdenfome to the people, charging his fons and fucceflors 
to fee his will duly executed with refped to thefe two 
points' 1 . He died at Milan on the feventeenth of January Vr, nf FI, 
of the year 395, two days before he had ended the fixteentli A ^* 5 - 
year of his reign, being then at molt in the fiftieth year of u!c. M93! 

his age. St. Ambrofe pronounced his funeral oration, in 

which he fuppofes him to enjoy the rewards promifed in the 7 htodqfius 
gofpel to a religious and virtuous life. His body was em- dies. 
balmed, and conveyed from Milan to Conftantinople, 
where it was interred by Arcadius with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence on the ninth of November *. 

As for the charader of Theodofius, all authors, whether Hu thm- 
Pagan or Chriftian, Zofimus alone excepted, agree, that he raatr ' 
was endowed in an eminent degree with every virtue becom- 
ing a prince, without the allay of one fingle vice. Not to men- 
tion the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, and the two great luminaries 
of the church, St. Ambrofe and St. Auftin, who may per- 
haps be thought prejudiced in his favour, as he was a moll 
zealous patron of the orthodox faith, rhemiftius, Symma- 
chus, Pacatus, and Vidor the younger, though greatly at- 
tached to the ancient religion of the Romans, which Theo- 
dofius difcountenanced above all his predeceffora, and en- 
deavoured to fupprefs, propofe him as the pattern^ of an 
excellent prince ; the eminent virtues that flione ^in him 
overcoming the prejudice which his zeal for the Chriftian 
religion, and averfion to the fuperftitious ceremonies of the 


f Mar. Chron. Amb. Serm. de Diverf. iii. p. 116. 
lib. v. cap. zS. p. 295. Soz. lib. vii. cap. a8. p. 75 ** 
Serm. de Diverf. iii. p. 117* * ZoC, iv. p. 779 * 

cap, 1. p. 500. 
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Pagans, raifed againft him among thofe who, in fpite of 
his utmoft efforts, continued obftinate in their errors k . 
Theodofius was naturally choleric, and apt in the firffi 
tranfports of his pafhon to iffue orders that favoured of 
cruelty. But, as he was foon appeafed, we have but one 
inffiance of their being put in execution before he had time 
to revoke them ; namely, the horrid maffacre of the inha- 
bitants of Theflalonica, who bad murdered in an infurrec- 
tion Botericus, the emperor’s lieutenant in Illyricum, be- 
caufe he rcfufed to releafe a chariot-driver, who had been 
imprifoned for offciing violence to a woman of fome di- 
itinftion. 

When the report of this outrage came to the emperor’s 
ears, he ordered all thofe, who had been concerned in the 
murder or riot, to be put to death ; bur, at the interceffion 
of St. Ambrofe, and other bifhops affembled in a fynod at 
Milan, where the emperor then was, he revoked his orders, 
and pardoned them. Some time after, his minifters repre- 
fenting, that the Theffalonians had been encouraged to this 
fedition by the too great indulgence he had fhcwm to the in- 
habitants of Antioch *, and that, if he fuffered the murder of 
his lieutenant to pafs unpuniflied, his officers for the future 
Would be in continual danger of their lives, and himfelf 
difturbed and alarmed with daily infurredlions ; his wrath 
was again inflamed to fucb a degree, that, forgetful of the 
promife he had made to St. Ambrofe, he immediately or- 
dered a body of troops to march to Theffialonica, and re- 
venge on the inhabitants the death of his lieutenant. The 
foldiers, entering the city, purfuant to their orders, fur- 
rounded the people, while they were affembled to behold 
the Circenfian games ■, and, attacking them fword in hand, 
without regard to fex, age, or condition, without diftinftion 
of guilt or innocence, cruelly maffacred, in the fpace of 
th ree hours, above feven thoufand perfons, many of whom 
were ftrangers come to Theffialonica to celebrate the fports. 

When news of this maffacre were brought to Milan, St. 
Ambrofe wrote to the emperor, who had left that city, up- 
braiding him with his cruelty, reprefenting (he enormity of 
his crime, and exhorting him to atone for it by a finecre 
fubmiffion and repentance. This remonftrance the empe- 
ror received with humiliation; and, returning a few days 
after to Milan, repaired, according to his cuftom, to the 
great church, to perform his devotions. But St. Ambrofe, 
meeting him at the door, denied him entrance, telling him, 

k Vide Sym. lib. iii. Ep. St, p, 137, Ep. 13, p. 63. Vi ft. Epit. 
P> 5*7. 

that 
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that he was cut off from the communion of the faithful, 
and unworthy to appear amongll them, till he had expiat- 
ed fo public a crime by as public a repentance. To this the 
emperor readily fubmitted ; and, returning to the palace 
with tears in his eyes, performed all the duties of an open 
\ penance, as enjoined by the canons of the church, and the 
cuftom of thofe times. He continued in that Hate for the 
fpace of eight months j and to make fome amends for hia 
crime, as well as to prevent himfelf and his fucccflbrs from 
being guilty of the like cruelty fnr the future, he enafled a 
law, or rather enforced the obfervance of an ancient law, 
importing, that all criminals fhould enjoy a refpite of thirty 
days, betwixt the time of pronouncing their iunteiice anil 
their execution 1 (F). 

C H A I\ 

1 Theodor, lib- iii. cap. 17. Zoz. lib. iii. cap. 24. Nicepli. lib, xii* 
cap. 40. Ainb, Epift. Aug. de Civit. lib. v. cap. 26. See. 

(F) Among the writers who his friends, named Elpidius, 
flourifhed under Theodofius, and publifhed after his death by 
the celebrated orator Symma- his fon (3). Prudcntius, who 
clius deferves, both on account wrote again (1 him, while he was 
of his birth and eloquence, to living, on occafion of his en- 
be mentioned in the firlt place, deavouring to perfuade the em- 
He was the fon of L. Aure- peror to reilore the altar of 
lius Avianus Symmachus, pre- Victory, extols his eloquence, 
feft of Rome. He himfelf was and compares it to a golden fpade 
high pontiff of the Pagans, made ufe of to dig up orduie 
qua; 3 or, pnetor, corrector, or (4). IVIacrobius compares his 
governor, of Lucania and Bru- elegant and florid fly le, as he 
tium ; proconful of Africa, terms it, to that of Pliny the 
prefeft of Rome, and con- younger, and equals him, in 
ful (1). He was efleemed the that refpeff, to the bell vv liters 
mod eloquent orator of his of antiquity (^). 
time; but, his fpeeches not The Latin poet Rums Feflus 
meeting with the applaufe he Avienws is l'uppofed to have 
expected, he applied himfelf flourilhed under I heodolius, 
entirely to the writing of let- becaufe he inferibed a work, tn 
ters (z). His fpeeches have Probus, the conful, w r hom molt 
been long fincc loll; but his wrirers take to be the celebiac- 
letters have reached our times, ed Probus, who died not long 
and are divided into ten books, before the year 393 (6). Si. 
They were carefully preferred lerom, in his comments on the 
by his amanuenfls, and one of Epiflle to Titus, writes, that the 

(i) Sym. lib. ix. Epift. 41. p- 31. Cod. Theod. tit. 6. p. 386. 
(i)Sym kb. iv. Ep. 29. p. 1 $9- & lib- viii. Ep. 6S. p. 33 (3) Idem, 

lib. iii. p. 101. &l lib. v. Ep- 83, 84- p. *xo. ( 4 ) Prud. in Sym. kb. i. 
p. 223 & lib. ii. p. 225. (5) Macf, lib. ?, Cap. I. p. 364. (6) Volf, 

Hilt. Lat. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. 202. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

fhe Uijlory of the Eajlern and Wejlern Empire , 
from the Death of Dheodofiui the Great to the / 
taktng of Rome the frft firne by the Goths. 

T HEODOSIUS divided, as we have obferved. above, 
the empire, at bis death, between his two fons Ar- 
cadius and Honorius \ but, as they were too young to go- 
vern, Arcadius being but eighteen years old, and Honorius 

not 


phenomena of Aratus had been 
lately tranflated by Avienus (7) ; 
which work, together with his 
translation of Dionyfius’s de- 
feription of the world, and a 
third poem by the fame author 
on the fea-coafls, has reached 
our times. To the fame Avie- 
nus or Avianus arc generally 
aferibed the fables of At fop in 
Latin verfe, and the whole hi- 
fhory of Livy in iambics ; but 
the latter laborious perform- 
ance, which is mentioned by 
Servius, has been long hnce 
loll (3). Victor, the hillorian, 
who clofes his hiftory with a 
kind of panegyric oil Theodo- 
fius, is thought to have lived in 
his time, and to have written 
foon after the death of that 
prince ( ij) The name of Sex- 
tus Aurelius Viilor is Ammon 
to him with another hillorian, 
who ftouriflied in the reign of 
the emperor Valens ; but from 
him he is dillinguifhed by the 
furname of junior, or the 
younger: in feveral manuferipts 
he is llyled Vidtorius or Vidio- 
rinus, and under both thefe 


names he is quoted by Paulus 
Diaconus fi). He wrote the 
Roman hi dory ; but what has 
reached our times is but an 
abridgment of his work, and 
thence called Viftor’s epitome 
(2). The Nothin, or ftate of 
the provinces of the empire, 
publilhed by Surita, with the 
Itinerary ot Antoninus, is fup- 
pofed to have been written in 
the time of Theodolius ; for 
mention is made there of the 
provinces ot Arcadia in Egypt, 
and Ilonorias in Pontus, fo 
flyled from that prince’s two 
fons, and no notice is taken of 
feveral other provinces formed 
by Arcadius alter the death of 
bis lather (3). The five books 
of Flavius Vegetius Renatus 
on the military art, are addrefT- 
ed to the emperor, by whofe 
order the author undertook that 
work (4). But that prince is 
fometimes named Valentinian, 
and fometimes Theodofius (5). 

The philofopher Themiftius 
flourifhed under Theodofius, 
and waB no lefs eileemed by the 
Greeks than Symmachus by 

(9) VolT. 
(a) via. 
(4) Veg. 


(7) Hier. in Tit. i. p. 248, (6) VofT. Poet. Lat. p. 56. 

Hill. Lat. Lib. ii. cap. 11. p- 221. (1) Idem ibid. 

Epit. p. 531. (3) Vide Norif. Epoch, p. 258, 302. 

lib. i. p. 13. & lib.ii, p. 30. (5) Idejn, p. 13- 


the 
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not yet eleven he committed the former to the care of Ru- 
finus, and the latter to that of Stilicho m . Rufinus was a 

/ native 

m Orof. lib. vii. p. 121. Ambr. Serin, de DiveiT. p. 137. Zof. 


p. 780. 

the Latins. Gregory Nazian- 
zen flyles him the king of elo- 
quence ; and adds, that he ex- 
celled in every thing, but mod- 
ly in the art of fpeaking (6). 
When he was very young, he 
wrote comments on Aridotle 
for his private ufe; bur nevcr- 
thelefs they were publifhed, 
and met with great applaufe 
(7). His comments on Ari- 
ifotle, and his notes on Plato, 
were extant in the time of 
Photius, who flyles them an 
ufeful work ( n) . He fir ft taught 
the philofuphy of Pythagoras, 
of Plato, and of Aridotle ,* but 
preferred the latter (9). He 
had an incredible number of 
diicipies ; and a philoiopher 
of Sicyon in Peloponnefus, who 
had flu died under lambliehus, 
feut him all his at once (/). In 
the year 35^, Con flan ti us creat- 
ed him fenator of Conftanti- 
nople, and wrote a letter in his 
commendation to the fenate of 
that city (2). Two years after, 
that prince caufed a flatue to 
be created to his honour (3). 
Julian wrote frequently to him 
in the time of his difgrace; 
and, being created Crelnr, an- 
fwered by a long letter that 
which Themidius had written 
from Confiantinople, encourag- 
ing him 10 anfwer the mighty 


expectations the world enter- 
tained of him ^4). Upon the 
accelfion of Jovian to the em- 
pire, Themidius was deputed 
to rhe new prince by the fenate 
of Confiantinople, to congra- 
tulate him in their name ; on 
which occafion he pronounced, 
or intended to pronounce, the 
oration which has reached our 
times (5J with feveral difeourfea 
pronounced by him before Va- 
lens, who heard him at lead 
once every year (6). He 
was with that prince in 369, 
when he concluded a pence 
with rhe Goths, to which rhe 
philofopher pretends to have 
greatly contributed (7). He at- 
tended Valens into the Eall, and 
in the Perfian war in 372 (8). 
Theodolius raifed him, in 384, 
to the dignity of prefect of Con- 
llantinople, and once had fome 
thoughts of committing to his 
care the education of his fon 
Arcadius (g). It is evident 
from his writings that he pro- 
fefled Paganifm, though he wan 
no fanatic. 

Eunapius, who compofed the 
lives of the fophids of the fourth 
ccnrury, was a native of Sardes, 
the metropolis of Lydia; but 
lludied at Athens, for five years, 
under Proerfes, profefl’or of elo- 
quence in that city. He re- 


(6) Gregor. Nazienz. ep. cxxxix. p. B 6 5. (7) Idem. Orat. 

xjxvii. p. 333. Orat„xxiii. p. 294, 295. (8) Phot, cap 73, p. 164. 

(9) Idem. Orat. xxiii. p. 198. & Orar. Conft. p. 22. (») Idem. 

Oiar. xxiii. p. 295. (0 Orat. Cond. p. 18. (3) Themift. Orat. 

iv. p 54, (4) Julian, ad Themift. p. 479. (5) Thermit. Orat. v. 

p. 69. (6) ldern. Orat. x. p- 129. (7) Idem. ibid. p. 133- & 

Crat. xiii, p, 166, (8) Idem. ibid. (9) Themift. Orat. xvii. 

P *15. 
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native of Eaufe in Gafcony n . He appeared firft at court 
in the reign of Theodofius, who, being pleafed with his 
uncommon addrefs and extraordinary qualities, raifed him, 
about the year 390, to the poft of magifter officiorum, to 
the confular dignity in 392, and the fame year to that of 
prefect of the Eaft, leaving him at Conftantinople, vetted 

n Claud, in Ruf. lib, i. p. n, 13. 


turned afterwards to Lydia, and 
taught rhetoric. He applied 
himfelf iikewife to the ftudy of 
phyfic, and to that of magic, 
under Chryfanthus, who had 
married his coulin. He was 
initiated in the inyfleries of 
Eleufina, and blindly attached 
to all the ceremonies of the Pa- 
gan fu perdition ( 1 ) . By Chry- 
fanthus he was induced to write 
the lives of the fophifts ; which 
work he begins with the life of 
Plotinus, who flourifhed in the 
middle of the third century. 
From Plotinus he proceeds to 
the lives of Forphyrius, of 
Iamblichus, and his difciples, 
who were all addifted to the 
fludy of magic, as evidently 
appears from the account he 
gives us of them (2). He com- 
piled the hiftory of the empe- 
rors, which confifled of fourteen 
books, and extended from the 
beginning of the reign of Clau- 
dius, the i'ucceflbr of Gallienus, 
where the hillpry of Dexippus 
ended, to the death of Eudoxia, 
the wife 01 Arcadius; that is, 
from the year 268 to 404 (3), 
His life of the emperor Julian 
Was rather a panegyric than a 
liiilory (4'). Some fragments 
pf this hifiory are ffcill to be 


found in Suidas and in the 
abftrafts of Conllantinus Por-p 
phyrogenitus on embailies. Vof- 
fius writes, that the entire hif- 
tory of Eunapius is lodged in 
the public library of Venice (6). 
The hi dory of Zofimus is but 
an abridgment of that of Eu* 
napius (7), They were both 
declared enemies to the ChriL 
dan princes, efpecially to Con- 
dantine the Great, though Eu- 
napius retrenched, in the fe- 
cond edition of his work, molt 
of the inve£Kves againft the 
Chriftians, which he had in- 
ferred in the fil'd (8). The 
two philofophcrs Pappus and 
Theo flourifhed at Alexandria 
in the reign of Theodofms.’ 
The former wrote a general de- 
feription of the earth, a treatife 
on the rivers of Lydia, and 
fome other books on different 
fubjeids (9). Theo, or Theon, 
belonged to the Mufeum, fays 
Suidas (1) ; that is, to the fo- 
ciety of learned men who com- 
pofed the academy of Alexan- 
dria. He wrote a book on the 
overflowing of the Nile, and 
others on mathematics, arith- 
metic, affrology, on Ptolemy's 
panon, and on other fubjefts (2), 


(1) Jhinap. £jp. g. p. g a< j QZ , i D j, Phot, cap. 77, p. 169. Jonf. 
lib. iii. cap. 17. p. 196—299. (2) Eunap. cap. zi. p. 144* 

(3) Phot. ibid. Eunap. p. 75. (4) Ibid. cap. 8. p. 82. Themift. 

Orat. (5) Suid. p. 1099. 2237. (6) VolT. Hifr. Grace, lib. ii. 

cap. i£v p* 1511 (7) Phot- cap. 98. p Z7Z. (8) Idem ibid. 

Suid; p. 1515. (9) Ibid. p. 4.Z4. &1307. (1) Idem ibid, 

(ij Idem ibid. Jonf. lib. iii. pap. x. p. 219. 

" ^vith 
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with almoft an abfolute and unlimited power, when he 
marched into the Weft in 394 to make war on Eugtnius °. 

Rufinus was well-fhaped, tall, of a graceful mien, and 
fprightly genius p . He profeffed the Chriltian religion, and 
was baptized in 394, on the folemn confecration of a 
church which he had built, together with a palace, near 
Chalcedon He could never have gained the efleem and 
confidence of TheodoliuSj without the appearance, at leaf!:, 
of piety, joined to his uncommon talents- St. Ambrofe 
ranked him among his friends, and was glad to fee him 
preferred T . He lived in great intimacy with Symmachus, 
if the laft letters of that writer's third book arc, as they are 
commonly believed, addrcfTcd to him. In thofe letters 
Symmachus commends his lively genius, his eloquence, 
and the delicacy of his railleiy 3 . lie likewife extols his 
virtue, his fincerity and difintcreftednefs, and the penetra- 
tion of Thcodofius in choofing fo worthy a miniltcr. Hut 
the fame writer cenfurcs him more after his death, than he 
had flattered him in his life-time. CUudian charges him 
with avarice, ambition, cruelty, perfidioufnefs, and all the 
crimes and evil qualities of which human nature is capa- 
ble. Suidas and Zofimus fpeak of him as a great diflem- 
bler, and one who trampled under-foot all laws, both hu- 
man and divine, when they itood in the way of his uiw 
bounded ambition, and infatiable avarice. St. Jerorn like- 
wife charges him with .n arice ; Orofius, Philoltorgius, and 
Marcellinus in his chronicle, accufe him of having excited 
the Barbarians againft the empire, in order to raife himfclf, 
in that cpnfufion of affairs, to the fovereignty. St. Am- 
brofe reproaches him, in Thcodorcr, as Lhe author of the 
maffacre of the inhabitants of Theflalonica c . Zofimus nf- 
cribes to his treachery the death of Promotus, killed by the 
Barbarians, and the downfal and misfortunes of Tatianin,, 
and his fon Proculus “ ; but other writers quellion the in- 
nocence both of the father and fon, as we have already 
obferved. 

Stilicho, who ruled with no lefs abfulutc power in the 
Welt under Honorius, than Rufinus did in the E.ilt under 
Arcadius, was a Vandal ; whence he is flyled by St. Jerom 
a Demi-barbarian w . Cl^iudian, who was no lefs partial in 


o Zof. lib. iv. P- 771 . Cnd. Theod. tit. 6. p. 382. Ambr. ep. 
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$iis favour than prejudiced againft his rival Rufinus, men- 
tions none of his anceftors, befides his father, who had a 
confiderable command in the army under Valens x . Stili- 
cho himfelf bore arms from his childhood, and rofe by de- 
grees to the poft of magifter utriufque militine, that is, ge- 
neral both of the horfe and foot r. He commanded the 
Roman^troops, according to Zofimus, for the fpace of twenty- 
three years, and attended Theodofius in all his wars. That 
prince muft have entertained a great opinion of him, fince 
he preferred him to all thofe who courted his niece Serena, 
whom he had adopted after the death of her father Hono- 
rius. By her Stilicho had a fon, named Eucherius, bom 
at Rome in 389, while Theodofius was in that city, and 
two daughters, Maria and Thermantia, of whom we {hall 
have freqnent Dccafion to fpeakin the fequel of our hiftory. 
Theodofius would not have honoured Stilicho with his alli- 
ance, had he not profefled the Chriflian religion ; but, as he 
is more commended by the Pagan than Chriflian writers, 
and his fon Eucherius openly declared himfelf againft 
Chriflianity, we cannot, upon the bare teftimony of Baro- 
nius, believe him to have been, not only a zealous but a 
pious Chriftian. Zofimus writes, that, during the time he 
commanded the Roman armies, he never fold any military 
employments, or deprived the foldiers of the leafl fhare of 
their pay. The fame writer extols his moderation, in not 
preferring his fon Eucherius to any confiderable employ- 
ments, though he had a juft title to the firft in the ftate. 
But other writers 3 charge him even with a defign of railing 
his fon to the empire, and depofing his lawful fovereign 
Honorius, his ward and his foil-in law ; for that prince 
married fucceflively both Stilicho’s daughters. Zofimus 
endeavours to clear him from this charge ; but at the fame 
time owns him to have been in the higheft degree corrupt 
and partial in the adminiftration of jultice ; to have coun- 
tenanced thofe who plundered the provinces, provided they 
fhared the fpoils with them \ and to have in a fhort time 
acquired, by the moft unlawful means, immenfe riches*. 
Upon the death of Theodofius, Arcadius, to whom the 
Eaftern provinces had been allotted, proceeded immediately 
to Conftantinople, while Honorius continued at Milan, to 
awe with his prefence the Barbarians inhabiting the coun- 
tries bordering on I\h%tia, who were in arms, and ready to 
break into the empire As Honorius was but a child, and 
Arcadius a youth, without either parts or experience, both 

x Claud, de Laud. StilLc. lib. ii p. 124. y Profp. lib. iii. cap. 38. 
p. 150. Grut. p. in. z Phil pit. p, 461. 4.65, a Zo f, 
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princes bore only the name of emperors, the whole power* 
being lodged in Rufinus and Stilicho, of whom the former 
ruled with abfolute dominion in the Eaft, and the other do- 
mineered in the Weft. 

Thefe two minifters agreed in plundering the provinces, Both mini- 
and impoverifhing whole nations, to enrich therflfelves ; fieri agree 
but at the fame time jealous of each other’s grandeur, in P iun ^r. 
neither of them thought himfelf fafe, while his rival con- t * l *$ e *‘ 
tinued in power. Stilicho pretended, that Theodofius, 
when dying, had committed both princes, and the manage- 
ment of the affairs of both empires to his care > hence, con- 
fulering the power which Rufinus enjoyed in the Eaft as a 
mere ufurpation, he was conftantly meditating iii what 
manner he might compafs his ruin, and engrofs the whole 
authority to himfelf b . On the other hand, Rufinus, not Rufitut 
fatisfied to rule under Arcadius, began to afpire to the fo- afpiret te 
vereignty; and thinking the readielt way to attain it, was ^ ,€ J Qtvt ~ 
to marry his daughter to the young prince, who, he ima- rn ^ nt y* 
gined, would not think it any difparagcment to affume his 
father-in-law for his colleague, he caufed overtures con- 
cerning this match to be made with the utmoft fecrecy ; 
which, however, foon became the public talk, and height- 
ened the averfion which the people had already conceived 
againft him, on account of his arrogance, avarice, and ar- 
bitrary procedings. While this affair was in agitation, Eu- 
cherius, the emperor’s uncle, thinking himfelf ill treated 
by Lucianus, count of the Eaft, complained to Arcadius, 
who call the whole blame upon Rufinus, by whofe intereft 
he had been raifed to that poft. Lucianus was the fon of 
Florentius, prefeft of Gaul in the latter end of the reign of 
Conftantius-, and, having purchafed the favour of Rufinus, 
by prefenting him with rich poffc (lions, had been recom- 
mended to the emperor, who made him count of the Eaft, 
in which office he is faid to have acquitted himfelf with the 
greateft juftice, moderation, and integrity; infomuch that 
he refufed even to comply with a requeft of the emperor’s 
uncle, which appeared inconfiftent with equity. This re- A remark- 
fufal being mifreprefented to Arcadius, Rufinus, inftead of able im- 
protefting one who had purchafed his favour at fo great a 
price, left Conftantinople, without imparting his defign •, * and 
and, haftening to Antioch with a fmall retinue, entered that ar b lt rary 
city in the dead of night, caufed Lucianus to be appre- proceed- 
hended, and, when he was brought before his tribunal, 
commanded him, though no one appeared againft him, to 
be beat with leaden balls fattened to cords, till he expired. 

b FJaud. in Ruf. lib. ii. p. »o, & conf, Hon. 3. p, 38, 
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^This barbarous execution highly provoked the inhabitants 
of Antioch ; and Rufinus, to appeafe them, ordered a mag- 
nificent portico to be built, which was deemed the moft 
(lately edifice in all Syria c . 

From Antioch Rufinus returned to Conflantinople, pleaf- 
ing himlelf with the thoughts of his future affinity with the 
emperor; but, upon his arrival, he found Arcadius im- 
inoveably determined to marry Eudoxia, who had been pro- 
pofed by the eunuch Eutropius ; and accordingly the nup- 
tials were celebrated on the twenty-feventh of April, of the 
year 395, to the great difappointment of Rufinus d . Eu- 
doxia was a Frank, the daughter of the famous count and 
general Bauto, who had been conful in 385, and not of the 
emperor Gratian, or of the famous general Promotus, as 
fome have advanced without fufficient grounds c . As fhe 
was a woman of great addrefs, of a haughty and imperious 
temper, (lie foon gained an abfolute fway over the weak 
prince her hufband r . Some writers have queftioned her 
modefly ; but from that charge fhe is cleared by others, 
though all agree in accufing her of infatiable avarice, which 
often prompted her to moft flagrant aifls of injuftice. 
However, fhe had fome outward appearance of piety ; fa- 
voured the Catholics, and (hewed great refpefl to the pre- 
lates and clergy. Having prevailed upon the emperor to 
demoliffi the temple of Mamas, and other temples at Gaza, 
fhe built in that city a moft flately and magnificent church, 
which from her was called Eudoxiana. Hence St. Chry- 
foftom publicly commended her as the Mother of the 
Church, the Patronefs of the Saints, and the Support of 
the Poor But the cruel perfecution ffie afterwards raifetl 
againrther panegyrift, has rendered her name infamous in 
the hi (lory of the church. 

Rufinus found himlelf dif.ippointed as to the marriage of 
his daughter, and his alliance with the imperial family ; and 
at the fame time dreaded the credit of the eunuch Eutro- 
pius ; but more the arms of Stilicho, who pretended to have 
been appointed by Theodofius guardian to both his children, 
and was preparing to march into the Eaft, to difpoflefs his 
rival of the authority he had ufurped. In order therefore 
to defeat the riefigns of Stilicho, and to have an opportunity 
of getting rid of Eutropius; and even of feizing the fovereign 
power, he refolded to fet all in a flame, and involve the 
whole empire in the utmoft confufion h . With this view 

c Zof. lib. v. p. 780, 781. d Chron. Alex. p. 71 0. * Vide 

Val Rer. Fi anc. lib- ii. p. 65. Pliilolt. lib xi. cap. 6. p. gzq. f Ce- 
dren. p. 33*. sChryf. tom. it', p.853. h Ofuf. lib. vii. 
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he privately infligated by his emifiarles the Hun ns, who pe- 
netrated as far as Antioch, deftroying all with fire and fword, 
and committing unheard-of cruelties l . At the lame time 
he encouraged the famous Alaric to join his countrymen 
the Goths, and other Barbarians, in order to invade Greece, 
alluring him, that he fhould meet with no oppofition. Ala- 
ric at that time commanded a body of Goths in the Roman 
fervice ; but being diffatisfied that he had been rewarded 
with no higher preferment, fince he had diftinguifhed him- 
felf in the late war with Eugenius, he readily clofed with 
the propofal of Rufinus. Being by him fupplied with large 
fums, he affembled an incredible number of ilarbaiijns of 
different nations; and, putting liimfelf at their head, ra- 
vaged all Thrace, Pannonia, Macedon, and lb dial y. 

As he approached the famous Streights of Therm npyhv, 
Gerontius, who guarded them, and was privy to the wicked 
defignsofhis patron Rufinus, immediately w ithdrew, and 
opened a free p adage for the Barbarians into Greece ; which 
they ravaged with incredible fury, putting thole to the fword 
who offered to oppofe them, and fending into their respec- 
tive countries all the women and children that fell into their 
hands, together with the whole wealth of that opulent pro- 
vince. As Antiochus, at that time proconful of Achai.i, 
and another of Rufinus’s creatures, did not offer to oppole 
them, they over-ran the whole country, rifling the temples, 
pillaging the cities, and committing fuch devalhtions, aa 
were felt by the unhappy inhabitants for many years after. 
The whole country between Dalmatia, the Adriatic Gulf, 
and the Euxine Sea, was laid wade, and turned into a de- 
fert, the inhabitants concealing themfelves in dens and 
caves, through fear of being either inhumanly murdered, or 
carried into captivity. Ehecityof Conlfantinople ltfelf was 
in a manner befieged, parties of the Barbarians advancing 
with great boldnefs to the very gates of that metropolis. Ru- 
finus, attired after the Gothic manner, went out, as hefaid, 
to treat with them, and was received by the Barbarians with 
extraordinary marks of efteem > which confirmed the fufpi- 
cion moft people entertained of his treachery k . 

While thefe things pafTedin the Eaft, Stilicho was bufied 
on the bank of the Rhine, in renewing the ancient alliances 
of the Roman people with the Franks, and other German 
rations ; a talk which he had no fooner performed, than 
he refolved to march to the fuccour of Gieece ; in which 
undertaking he embarked the more readily, as he hoped to 

1 Socr. lib. vi. cap. i. p- 300* Soz. hh. viii. cap. i. p. 753- 
* Zof. p.783. Claud.in Ruf- hb,ii. p- 21. Philuft. p. 15^ 
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have an opportunity of ruining Rufinus, and getting the 
whole power of both empires into his own hands. 

Leaving therefore Gaul about the end of the fpring, he 
proceeded with all the Weftern troops, and thofe Jikewife 
of the Eaft, that had been left in the Weft after the defeat 
of Eugenius. He marched, according to Claudian, over the 
Alps, no doubt, the Julian Alps, and confequently through 
Dalmatia. The Barbarians, hearing of his arrival in thofe 
parts, refolved to make a ftand in Theflaly, and with this 
view collected into one body all their troops that were dif- 
perfed about the country. Stilicho was already within a 
fmall diftance of the enemy’s army, and his men expreffed 
great eagernefs to engage them, when Rufinus, concluding, 
that, if the Barbarians were overcome and reprefled, the 
ftorm would fall upon his own head, prevailed upon Arca- 
dius to fend for the Oriental troops. Accordingly an offi- 
cer was difpatched to Stilicho, with a peremptory order from 
the emperor to fend them immediately, and return with the 
reft into the Weft. Stilicho was greatly furprifed at this 
order, which he thought, fnatched out of his hands a cer- 
tain vifrory, and expofed the empire to imminent danger. 
However, not daring to difobey, be not only fent the troops, 
but half the treafure which Theodofius had left ] . In dif- 
miffing the forces, he appointed Gaines, a Goth, and his 
intimate friend, to conduct them to Conftantinople, after 
having imparted his defign of difpatching Rufinus, and, no 
doubt, encouraged him to feize the firft opportunity that 
might offer to put it in execution. 

Under his conduft the army arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Conftantinople on the twenty-feventh of November ; and 
the emperor, according to cuftom, went in perfon to meet 
them, attended by Rufinus, who, as he had gained over 
fome of the chief officers to proclaim him emperor on thisoc- 
cafion, had already prepared the purple, the diadem, and the 
donative for the foldiery. The army received the emperor 
with all the refpe£t due to the fon of Theodofius the Great; 
but at the fame time, upon a fignal given by Gainas, they 
fell upon Rufinus, and cut him in pieces, while he was 
preffing Arcadius to declare him bis colleague m . This tranf- 
adlion happened, according to Claudian, at the palace of 
Hebdomon, where the emperors of the Eaft were ufually 
crowned. After his death, they cut off his head, and put- 
ting a ftone in his mouth to keep it open, they bore it on 

1 Claud. Conf. Hon. 4. p. 50, 51, & Laud. Sril. lib. i. p, 1x8, izg. 
Sc |ib, ii. p. 1 35. RuF lib. ii. p. 22. Zof. p. 782, 783. m Socr. 

p 300. Fhiloft. p. 51S. Chron. Alex. p. 710. Claud, in Ruf. lib. 
ii. p. zg. 
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the point of a fpear to Conftantinople, where it was receive’d 
with the greateft demo nitrations of joy n . They likewise 
cut off his right-hand, and, carrying it about the ftreets of 
Conftantinople, alked alms for the infatiablc Rufinus, re- 
duced to beggary. By this artifice they collected confider- 
able fums, every one being glad to reward, with iome fmall 
acknowlegement, thofe who had contributed to the death of 
a perfon they lo much abhorred His eftate and effefts 
were confifcated; and the decree iffucd on that occafion was 
lent to Rome, where the people expreffed the greateft joy 
at the death and deferved end of that infatiable robber, to 
ufe the exprelliou of Symmachus, who had plundered the 
world p . His wife and daughter, fearing they fhould fall 
a facrifice to the fury of the people, took fanbluarv in a 
church, whence they were iuffered to retire to Jerulalem, 
where they ipent the reft of their days. 

Neither Stilicho, nor the empire, gained any thing by the 
death of Rufinus, he being fucceeded, not only in his power 
and employments, bill in his cruelty, avarice, and other dc- 
tellable qualities, by the eunuch Eutropius, who had con- 
curred with Stilicho in all his meafures againft their common 
rival. Eutropius was by birth an Armenian, by condition a 
Have*, and had been made an eunuch foon after his birth, 
eunuchs being then more in requeft, and confequently more 
advantageous to the feller, than common Haves. He had fre- 
quently changed mailers, having been often bought and fold. 
When he was advanced in years, a foldier, named Ptolemy, 
gave him as a prefent to his general Arintheus, who was 
famous under Valens : Arintheus prefented his daughter 
with him when Ihe was married, to comb her hair, and per- 
form fuch-like mean offices about her ; which when he could 
no longer difcharge on account of his age, fhe gave him his 
liberty. Being now his own mailer, he found means to get 
into the couit, where he was employed in the loweft offices, 
till he was raifed by the intereft of Abundantius, who was 
conful in 393, to a more creditable poll Theodofius au- 
thorised him in 392, to confult the holy hermit John in the 
wildernefs of Thebais T . That prince Teems to have repofed 
fome confidence in him. After the marriage of Arcadius 
with Eudoxia, he was made, no doubt at her recommenda- 
tion, great chamberlain, and, upon the death of Rufinus, 
veiled with the fame power and authority which that minif- 

» Phi loft. p. 518. Hier, ep. 3. p. 16. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. 31. 
Afterii Orat. iv. p. 76. 0 Hier. Philoft* ^of. ibid. P Sy mm . 
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ter had enjoyed *. Rufinus Teemed to furvive in this wicked 
eunuch, who was, according to Eunapius, a declared ene- 
my to virtue, and every virtuous man l . That writer, after 
having drawn his portrait in the blackeft colours, concludes, 
that he has not painted him fuch as he really was, there 
being no crime with which he might not defervedly charge 
him. He furpaffed in avarice Ruiinus himfelf, expofmg to 
public fale the chief employments, and entertaining an in- 
credible number of informers to accufe perfons poffeffed of 
eftates ; by which means he conveyed the whole wealth of 
the empire into his own coffers : the prifons, and places of 
baniQiment, were filled with unhappy exiles, ftripped of 
their wealth, the only crime for which they had been con- 
demned. As Arcadius was a prince of very flender parts, 
he fuffered himfelf to be entirely governed by this wicked 
minifter, not daring to enquire into his conduct, or attend 
to thofe who had the courage to complain of his arbitrary 
proceedings. However, by feveral laws of this year, he 
confirmed thofe that had been enadfed by his father againft 
heretics u ; and by one addreffed to Martellus, then magif- 
ter officiorum, he commanded that officer to examine, with 
great care, whether any employments at court were held by 
heretics, and not only to difmifs, but to banifli fuch as he 
fliould difeover in the palace, with thofe who had recom- 
mended them. 

In the courfe of next year, Stilicho, who was returned to 
Italy with the Weftern troops, fet out again to fuccour 
Greece, reduced to a moft deplorable condition by Alaric, 
and the Barbarians under his command. He embarked on 
the Adriatic Sea \ and, landing without oppofition in Pelo- 
ponnefus, cut off great numbers of the enemy in various fuc- 
cefsful encounters; and, in the end, obliged them to retire 
to a mountain in Arcadia, named Pholoe, at a fmall diftance 
from Pifa. There he enclofed them on all Tides, cut off 
their communication with the neighbouring country, and 
even turned the courfe of the river that fupplied them with 
water But when he had them thus in his power, he fuf- 
fered them to efcape, to retire out of Pcloponnefus, and to 
pillage Epirus in their retreat (C). boon after, Alaric was 

hy 

* Zof. p. 78 1. Philoft. lib. xi. cap. 5. p. 518. Suid. p. 1099. 
* Eunap. p. 183. u Cod. Theod. lib. ii. tit. 9. leg. 8. p. 133. 
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by Arcadius, or rather by his governor Eutropius, appointed 
commander of the troops in Eaft lllyricum, which comprifed 
Greece, as we read in Claudian *. 

Though Stilicho immediately retired with his troops s/ifirh.at 
from Greece, purfuant to the oiders of Arcadius, yet that the inflig*. 
prince, in obedience to the injunctions of Eutropius, cauf- Ilcn °) £*• 
ed him to be declared a public enemy by a folemn decree de ' 

of the fenate of Conflantinople v, ordering at tin* fame ‘public * 
time all the lands and palaces he had in the Eafl to be feized enemy. 
and confifcated z . Eutropius, not fatiofied with having de- 
feated the meafures of Stilicho, afpiring to the fame poll 
in the court of Arcadius, which lie held in that of IIoiid- 
rius, refolved to remove all thofe out of the way, in whom 
Arcadius feemed to repofe any confidence. lie began 
with Abuudantius, by whofe means he had been firft railed 
at court. Abundantius had ferved in the army with great 
reputation in the time of Gratian, and had been raifed by 
Theodofius to the poll of general both of the horfe and 
foot, to the prxtorfhip, and confular dignity But Eu- 
tropius, jealous of the authority and credit which his expe- 
rience ami known integrity procured him at court, and 
panting after the immenie wealth with which his eminent 
fervices had been rewarded, prevailed on the weak prince 
with his crafty and malicious infnuations, to banim him Eutropius 
to Pityus, a city of Bofporus, to the north of the Euxine eaufts A- 
fea, and beyond Colchis ; where he led a miferable life, bunJantiui 
(tripped of all his effefts, till the death of Eutropius, when 
he was removed, and confined to Sidon in Phoenicia, in 
which city he died 

* Claud, in Entrop. ibid. y Zof- p. 7S8. z Claud, dc 

Eaud. Stil. lib. i. p- 130. a Cod. Theod. tit- 6. 347. b Hicr . 

epift, 3. p. 26. Aft- Orat. \v. p. 76. 

excited them againft the cm- vaged the befl provinces of the 
pire (1). Zofiinus writes, that empire, under his proteftion, 
they owed their fafety to the and to order Stilicho to with- 
negligence and mifeonduft of draw his troops from Greece, 

Stilicho (2). But Claudian tells which belonged to Arcadius. 
us, that Eutropius, regarding Thus was Stilicho robbed the 
Stilicho as a more dangerous fccond time by a jealous rival 
enemy than Alaric, periuaded of the glory of delivering the 
Arcadius to conclude a pence empire, and triumphing over 
with the latter, to take him and the Barbarians (3). 
the Barbarians, who had ra- 

(1) Orof. lib. vii. c^p. 37. p. iif. (*) Zofim p. 734- 

(3) Claud. Bell, Goth, p< 170 k i» Eutrop. lib. u. p. 113. 

The 
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The credit which Timafius had at court, and with the 
army, gave the wicked minifter, who could bear no com- 

E etitor, more jealoufy than that of Abundantius. He had 
een long one of the chief commanders of the army, had 
fervedValens and Theodofius in all their wars with great 
honour and integrity, and been rewarded by the latter with 
the confular dignity c . Eutropius, refolving to procure the 
ruin of fo powerful a rival, had recourfe to Bargus, who 
lived in great intimacy with Timafius. Bargus was a per- 
fon of -a mean defeent, and had been forced, for fome no- 
torious crime, to fly from Laodicea in Syria, his native 
city, and retire to Sardes, in Lydia. There Timafius ac- 
cidentally met him ; and being pleafed with his facetious 
converfation, without enquiring farther into his charaftcr, 
admitted him to his confidence, gave him the command of 
7 l cohort, and carried him to Conftantinople at which the 
magiftrates were highly difpleafed, beca.ufe he had been 
formerly banifhed that city. Eutropius applied to this 
man as a proper inftrument for his villainous purpofe, and 
eafily prevailed upon him to betray his friend and benefac- 
tor, by accufing him of treafon, and producing a counter- 
feit writing, upon which he was, without delay, brought 
to trial. Eutropius perfuaded the emperor to prefulc in 
perfon ; but perceiving the people were highly incenfed 
to fee a perfon of Timafius’s dignity and character arraign- 
ed upon the depofition of fuch an infamous wretch as Bar- 
gus, he adviferi the prince, whom he managed as he pleaf- 
ed, to withdraw, and fubftitute Saturninus and Procopius 
in his room. The former of thefe had difeharged the chief 
employments in the ftate, and the confullhip ; but is faid 
to have dishonoured his old age by a general and mean 
compliance with the will of the ruling minifter. Proco- 
pius was fon-in-law to the emperor Valens, of a rough and 
favage temper, but not eafily prevailed upon to fvverve from 
what he thought juft and equitable, as appeared in this 
cafe ; for be boldly maintained, that fuch an infamous 
wretch as Bargus ought not to be admitred as evidence 
againft a perfon of Timafius’s rank, againlt his friend and 
benefactor. 

But Saturninus prevailing, the unhappy Timafius was 
ftripped of all his wealth, and banifhed to Oaiis, a barren 
and inhofpitable place in Libya, from which there was no 
poftible means of efcape, it being furrounded by a vaft de- 
iert of fand, which moving to and fro with the wind, fuf- 


c Zofi p. 786, 787. Alt. p- 76. Soz. lib. viii. cap. 7. p- 7 66 - 

fered 
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feral no track or footftep of any former traveller to be feen." 

Bargus did not long enjoy the price of his treachery and 
wickednefs for Eutropius, who was a mai\ of too great 
ilifccrnment to trult a traitor, and well knew that one 
who had betrayed his friend and benefactor, would not 
prove faithful to him, relolved to dilpatch him as foon as 
poflible. Accordingly, having ft* lit him upon fonie advan- 
tageous comniilhcn out of Conftantinople, during his ab- 
fence, he induced bis wife, who was then at variance with 
her hu (blind, to prefcnt fonie treafonahle papers to the em- Hisaccufer 
peror, which (he pretended to have lound in his cultody. ^ ar K U} put 
In confequence of ihis detection, Bargus was upon his re- *° dcat ^' 
turn arraigned, fentenced to death, and executed. 

In the couife of this year, dreadful earthquakes were Q reat 
felt in molt provinces of the Eaft \ and the Iky, appearing earth- 
;dl in a fame over the city of Conftantinople, terrified the quakes, 
inhabitants, and the emperor himfelf, to Rich a degree, 1/1 thet-qfl* 
that abandoning the city, they retired to the fields. From 
the feveral laws of this year, mo ft of which tend to the 
total fupprefiion of idolatry, and the curbing of heretics, 
it appears, that A r udins continued the whole time at Con- 
llaotinople, or in the neighbourhood of that city. The law 
of the twenty- fen) ml of March, is dated from Regium, 
which is fuppufed to have been an imperial palace about 
fifteen miles fom the metropolis. Nothing happened this Origin l, 
year in the Welt worthy of notice, except the converfion 
of Erigii.il, queen of the Marcomans, to the Chriftian re- manJt corlm 
jigion. Hummus continued all this year at Milan, as is v ertedio 
evident fi om the dates of his laws. tli€ Mrijh- 

'The next confuls were, Cxfarius and Atticus : the an r ^ i Z l0n * 
former had fuccceded Uufinus in the prefecture of the 
Enft, Eutropius being, as an eunuch, excluded from that 
olliee ; and the latter had been governor of Weil-Illyricum 
under Valeiitiniaii II. in 384. Caffarius feems to have en- 
tered upon Ins con t ul Chip at Conftantinople, and Atucus at 
Rome d . Arcadius, leaving Conltantinople in the month 
of July, went to Tncyra, and remained there till the lat* 
ter end of September, when he returned to the metropolis 
with as much pomp and Uiew as if he had conquered the 
rerfians, fays Claudian, who fuppofes him to have con- 
ftantly paffed the iummer at Ancyra, Eutropius diverting 
him, by that progrefs, from applying to affairs of ftate e . 

Stilicho (till claimed the adminiftration of affairs in the 

& Symm. lib. vii. ep- ^o. p* 273- Cod. Theodor. Chron.p. 136* 

Profp. p. 470, ldat. in Fait. c Claudian, in Eurrop. lib. u» 

p. no. 
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Taft, and was preparing to march once more into the do- 
minions of Arcadius, in order to fuppoit his claim by force 
of arms, and revenge on Kutropius the injurious decree 
ifiucd againlt him by the fcnate of Conflanlinople. But 
that wicked and crafty minifier not ferupling, for the fup- 
port of his own power, to kindle a war between the two 
brothers, privately perfuaded Gildo, who commanded the 
Roman troops in Africa, to revolt from llonorius, and fub- 
mit to Arcadius, hoping by thefe means to divert Srilicho 
from purfuing his intended expedition into the Eafb f . 
Gildo was brother to the famous Firm us, who made war 
upon the Romans in 373, hut was overcome by count 
1 heodofius, the father of the emperor of that name. In 
that war Gildo joined the Romans, and was afterwards, by 
Valentinian II- or rather by Tbcodofius, whn governed in 
his name, appointed count of Africa, and commander of 
nil the troops in that province. Tbcodofius, that he might 
have fomc pledge of his fidelity, in conferring that dignity 
upon him, married Salvina, the daughter of Gildo, to Nc- 
bridius* nephew by the mother to the emprefs Flaccilla 

Gildo was, if not by religion, at lead: in his manners, a 
Pagan. Claudian charges him with avarice, cruelty, lu- 
xury, and all manner of lewdnefs, the more fhnmeiul and 
fcandalous, as he was already far advanced in years h . St. 
Auflin condemns him as one infamous for wiekednefs and 
debauchery *. When Eugenius ufurped the empire of the 
Welt, Gildo acknowledg'd Theodofius ; but when that 
prince marched againlt the ufurper in 304, he declined 
fending any fuccours, as other governors of provinces had 
done, in obedience to the emperor’s orders, waiting the* 
iffijc of the war, in order to join the party that fhould pre- 
vail ; info much that Theodcfius would have treated him as 
an open enemy, according to Claudian, had he not been 
prevented by death. Kutropius having induced him to re- 
r volt from Honorius, he obliged molt of the cities of Africa 
and Carthage itfelf to acknowlege Aicadius, placing fuch 
governors in them, as he knew were attached to his own 
interefl, with a defign of feizing the province for himfelf, 
as he had but a very mean opinion of both princes k . When 
intelligence of his revolt was brought to Honorius, he ac- 
quainted the fenate of Rome with it, who immediately 
drclarcd Gildo a public enemy, and difpatched a folemn 
embafly to Arcadius, intreating him to reflore Africa to its 

r Zrof. p. 78S. g Ammian. lib. xxix. p, 399. Hier. Ep. ii. 

p, 04. h Claud Bell Gil J . p. 74, 84. i Aug. epilt. lxiv, 

p. 485. k Or of. lib, vii. cap. 36. p. »i. 


lawful 
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lawful fovcrcign b Symmachus at the fame lime wrote to 
Arcadius, probably by order, and in the name, of the fe- 
nate, exhorting him not to quarrel, but to live in frieiulihip 
and amity with his brother. 

In the mean time a famine began to rage in Rome, Gildo 
not filtering any corn to be conveyed thither from Africa. 
Two fleets were therefore equipped with great expedition, 
one to be employed againfl Uildo, and the other in bring- 
ing coj n and other provifions to Rome from Gaul and Spain. 
'Idie former failed this year, and, with a fealonable fupply, 
quieted the populace, ready to rife ; but the latter could 
not be equipped till the following year. During thefe war- 
like preparations, died the celebrated biihop of Milan, St. 
Ambrnle, by none more regretted than by Stilicho, who, 
looking upon the death of that prelate as the greatell mif- 
fortune that could befal Italy, had, upon the lirit news of 
his illnefs, can fed public prayers to be offered for him in 
ail the churches oF Milan" 1 - llonorius continued tliis whole 
year at Milan. Some of his laws are indeed dated from 
Rome 5 but that is generally thought to have been a mif- 
take n . Ry one of tlnfe, publifhed in the fquare of Trajan 
on the ninth of March, he forbids the Romans to follow in 
their drubs foreign lafhions; for it is to he ohferved, that 
the Romans, by converting familiarly with the Goths, grew, 
by degrees, fond of their fjfhions, and began to adopt 
them ; a circumflancc which was looked upon as a fatal 
prelude to what happened foon after. By another law lie 
con Arms all the privileges and exemptions which It is pre- 
deceffors, moved by a due refpedl for religion, had granted 
to the churches, to the eccleliaftics, and particularly to the 
bifhop of Rome- In the Kail, Arcadius, by a law dated 
the firft of April, commanded all the Apollinarian teachers 
to be banifhed Conffantinople, and the houles where they 
had held their private affcmblics to be confifeatcd. 1 hat of 
the feventeenth of June forbids any one to infuJt the Jews, 
or their patriarch, whom he hail honoured the preceding 
year with the title of illuffrious, which was bellowed on 
the fi r ft officers of the empire. The law dated the firfl of 
July exempts the minifters of their religion from the fame 
burdens, from which the biffiops, priefts, anil deacons, 
were exempted. By a law dated the eighth of November 
Arcadius commanded all domeftics, whether free-born 
or Haves, to be fentenced to death, who fhould inform 
againfl; their mailers, except in cafes of treafon. On the 

J Claud, de Laud- Stil. p. 131- Symm. lib. iv, cp. iv. p. * 43 - 
m Ambr. Vir. cap. 34. p. 10. cap, 45 p, 11. "Cod- Tlieod, 

Cbron. p, 136, 137. 
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fevenlecnth of June the emprefs Eudoxia was delivered of a 
daughter, named Flaccilla, from the emperor’s mother, and 
diftinguifhed with the tide of Nobiliflima, ormoft noble 0 . 

Next year, 398, when Honorius was conful the fourth 
time, with Eutychianus, who entered upon that dignity at 
Conftantinople, Stilicho purfued, with the utmoft vigour, 
his warlike preparations againft Gildo 5 but was greatly 
perplexed howto managethat expedition with fuccefs, and 
whom to truft with the command of the troops. But from 
this anxiety he was fnon delivered by the fcafonable arrival 
in Italy of Mafcezel, brother to Gildo, who gave a true 
account of the {late of affairs in Africa, and iuggefted to 
him the molt proper means for fuppre fling the rebellion. 
Mafcezel was not only a Chi i Ilian, but a perfon of extra- 
ordinary piety; and therefore could not be prevailed upon 
to join his brother in the rebellion, who thereupon rcfolv- 
ed to murder him but lie, by a timely flight, defeated his 
wicked defign p. Gildo, however, vented his rage on the 
two Tons Mafcezel had left behind, caufing them both to 
be butchered, and leaving their mangled bodies to be de- 
voured by wild bealls. Stilicho, not doubting but to re- 
venge the death of his children, and the attempt upon his 
own life, he would pufli on the war with vigour, and ferve 
the republic with unfhaken fidelity, committed the whole 
management of the intended expedition againll his brother 
to him. The army embarked at Pifa, and, putting to fea, 
(leered along the call coaft of Sardinia, and lauded fafe in 
Africa. Mafcezel, without Infs of rime, led his troops 
againft Gildo, and attacking him before he could draw up 
bis army, gained, after a bloody and obftinate fight, a com- 
plete vitiory. 

Gildo made bis efcape, and reaching the fea, went on 
board the fiiil veflel he found; but being by a contrary 
wind driven into the harbour of Tabraca, near Hippo in 
Africa, he was apprehended, expofed to the infults of the 
populace, and then thrown into prifon, where he ftrangled 
himfelf, to avoid a more cruel and ignominious death L 
Upon the defeat and death of Gildo, all Africa fubmitted to 
II onorius. Claudian, who omits no opportunity of flatter- 
ing his great hero Stilicho, aferibes the whole fuccefs of this 
expedition to the prudence and vigilance of that minifter. 
He wrote a poem on the war with Gildo ; but that piece 
is imperfe£f, fince the poet drops the Roman fleet on the 

■ Mar. Sc Alex. Chron. p. 712. p Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 400. 

Orof. lib. vii. cap. g6. p. zzi. Claud ilc Bell. Gild. cap. 79 p. 788. 
H Claud de Laud. Stib lib. i. p, 132, Zofi p- 788, Orof Paulin, 
ibid. Mar. Chron. 
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coafl of Sardinia in their way to Africa The leading men’ 
of Gildo’s faction were fent to Rome to be tried, and fome 
of them were publicly executed. Optatus, bifhop uf the 
Donatifts aL Tamugadi in Numidia, one of Gildo’s molt 
zealous pnrtifans, died in prifon. Asfevual innocent per- 
fons were accufed, and dragged to confinement, llunorius, 
by a law aildrefled to Viflor, proconuil of A irica, put a 
ftop to fitch unjult profccutions, ordering falfe informers 
and witness to be punifhed according to the rigour of the 
fcveral laws enabled agaiuft them r . Gilded s eftate fell to Hu rflatr 
the treafury, and proved fo large, that a particular treal'mer 
was appointed to manage it, with the title of comes Gildo- 
niaci patrimonii, or count of Gildo’s patrimony. 

Africa being rcftoicd to its former tranquility, Mafcezel 
returned to Italy, and was received at Milan by Stilicho, in 
appearance with the greateft demonffrations oi fiiendlhip 
and elleem-, but the glory lie had acquired by putting fo 
fpcerty an end to a war, which the mini (ter had fo much 
apprehended, giving him no final! jealuufy, he reiulved to 
difpatch this new rival. Accordingly, as he was one day Mafctzel 
patting. a bridge in the neighbourhood of Milan, Mafcezel, puttodrath 
who attended him, with many other perfons of dilLiinAion, * 

was, by his private orders, puttied into the river, and 
drowned '. About the time of the defeat of Gildo, Huno- Honoriuj 
rius married at Milan Maria the daughter ofStilicho by St- the 

rena, coufm-germari to 'hut prince 1 . By the defeat of j^htcr of 
Gildo, an entire harmony was rc-eltablilhed between the stilicho, 
two bi others, as that poet tells us ; but the lame mifunder- 
ftanding continued between the two minillers, who never- 
thelefs agreed in plundering the unhappy people, and con- 
veying into their private cotters the whole wealth of the 
two empires. Eutiopius perfuaded Arcailius to name him, Eutropnu 
though an eunuch, for the confulttiip the enfuing year \ con / ul - 
but Stilicho would not flitter him ro be ucknowlcged in the 
Well " (N). 


* Cod. Tlieod. tit- p. 288. Claud, ibid. p. 14S. 1 Zof, lib. v. 

p. 7SS, 789. 1 Claud Cunt. Hun. 4. p. 55. “ Claud, in 

Eutro j>. lib. ii. ;*■ 1 1 1. 


(N) Claud i an relates, that 
when news of the cnnfulare ot 
Eutropius were brought to the 
court ol Honorius, that prince 
was engaged with Stilicho in 
receiving the fubmiffions of the 
Alemans, Suevians, and Si cam - 


and commanding otliers to rnife 
levies lor recruiting his armies. 
The fame poet, enumerating 
the great things Stilicho had 
performed by himfelf, or others, 
before his confulttiip, that is, 
before the year 40 , fays, that 
he fuccoured Britain, attacked 

by 


brians ; in giving kings to fume, 
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In the Eaft, the cities of Constantinople and Chalcedon 
were Shaken with violent earthquakes \ Several buildings 
were confumed with lightning*, and the Sea, overwhelming 
the land, laid whole countries under water. Claudian 
mentions Several other prodigies, which were all the Sore- 
runners, Says that poet, of a prodigy never before heard of, 
an eunuch conful w ; for in the following year 390, Eutro- 
pius prevailed upon Arcadius to create him a patrician, to 
honour him with the title of Father to the Empesor, and to 
raife him to the confular dignity. He was the firft and the 
laft eunuch that ever held, or rather difgraced, the fafees. 
His image, with the enfigns of his dignity, was carried, as 
it were, in triumph, through all the cities of the Fall; but 
Stilicho refufing to acknowlege him in the Weft, Manlius 
Theodorus alone is named conful in Some fafti, and in the 
laws of Honorius. 

During the confuifliip of Theodorus in the Weft, and 
Eutropius in the Eaft, died Varanes, 01 Vara runes IV. king 
of Perfia, who, during the eleven years of his reign, had 
lived in friendfhip with the Romans, lie was killed, we 
know not upon what provocation, by his own Subjects, and 
Succeeded by his brother Ifdegerdes, or, as Abulfaragiusllyles 
him, Yafdcjird *. Eutychius, who calls him A 1 Aitham, 
fuppofea him to have been the foil of his predeccllor. lie 
reigned twenty- one years, conftantly maintaining a friendly 
corrcfpondence with the Romans ; blit was, according to Eu- 
tychius, a prince of great Severity, or rather cruelty ; whence 
he was furnamed AlA itham, or Athim, that is, the bad. Pro- 
copius gives him a quite difFcrent charader, deferibing him 
as a generous-fpirited prince y . Pie is lamous in the hiftoiy 
of the church, lor the persecution which he raifed about the 

w Claud, in Eulrop. lib. ii. p. 108, 109. x Abulfar p. 91. 

Eutych. tom i. p. 54S. Agath. de Imptr. JliII p. 137. yPiocup. 
13 el 1 - I’erf. lib, i. cap. 2. p. 8. 

by the neighbouring nations, 
namely, by the Scots, who, 
arming all Ierne ngainft it, had 
covered the fea with their fleets ; 
and that he had Secured the Bri- 
tifh coall ngainfl the defeents of 
the Saxons. The learned Ufher 
atcrihes to Stilicho the eilablifh- 
ing of a legion in Britain, to 
defend it again if the Pifts, the 

(1) Claud, de Laud, Stih lib, ii. p, 1391 & feq. UIT. Ecdef. Britan. 
Antiq. p, 336, 


Scots, and the Saxons. About 
the fame time a proper officer 
was appointed to guard the 
coaft againft the attempts of the 
Saxons, with the title of comes 
limitis Saxoniei, or count of 
the Saxon coalf, that is of the 
coaft oppofitc the country of 
the Saxons (1), 
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end of his reign again ft the Chriftians in his dominions’ 

The moft remarkable event that happened in the Eall dur- 
ing the confulfhip of Eutropius, was the difgrace of that 
powerful minifter, which Zofimus aicrilvs chicllv to Gainas. 

This officer had commanded the Goths, and other Baiba- 
rians, under Theodofius ; and, after the defeat of Euge- 
nios, re-condutTted the ealtern army to Arcadius, on wliith 
occafion he enufed Rufinus to be aflafhnated, in the manner 
we have related already. For this eminent piece of fervice 
he did not think himfelf fufliciently rewarded by Eutropius, 
who* as he ufed to boafl, was indebted to him for all his 
grandeur. From a common foldier he had been preferred 
by Theodofius to the chief command of all the Goths, and 
•other Barbarians, in the Roman fervice, and, by Eutro- 
pius, after tire death of Rufinus, to the poll ol general of 
Roman horfe and font- but yet not fatisfied, and horning Gainasdj- 
to depend upon a Have and an eunuch, he rclolved to dif- jatufivd 
patch him, hoping, if he were once removed, to fucceed * ' u ~ 
him in his power and authority tiopius. 

While he was indulging himfelf in thefc thoughts, count 
Tarbigild, or Tribigild, who was a Goth, and Lommainled 
a numerous body of hE countrymen at Nieolia in Phrygia, 
came to court ; and, after a fhort reli dunce at ConffantE 
noplc, was preparing to return to Ins quarters, greatly dil- 
fatisfied with the haughty behaviour, and arbitrary conducl, 
of the prime miniiler; when Gainns, to whom he was 
allied, according to Socrates, refulving to improve his dif- 
contcnt to the ruin of Eutropius, imparted the defigu he 
had formed againft this niinifter, and encouraged him to He induces 
revolt, afTurii^g him, that he would, to the utmuft of his 
power, aflift ami fupport him. Trihigild, who w r as a man 
of great intrepidity and refolution, anti ready to embaik in 
any defperate undertaking, immediately clofed with the 
propofal. Returning ir> Nieolia, he took arms early in the 
lpring; pillagLd that and fcveral other cities in Phrygia ; T> ibigild 
and, putting all to the fword who fell into his hands, with- 
out diftinftion of fex, age, or condition, he threw the ™™ cs ^ r ° 
whole province of Afia into the utmoft confufion, the in- 
habitants, ft ruck with terror, abandoning their habitations, 
and flying for refuge to the mofl di'Emt provinces. Intel- 
ligence of thefe diforders being brought to court, Eutropius 
endeavoured fii ft to gain Iribigild with huge p re rants, and 
greater prornifes ; blit, finding he coultl not, by lair means, 

* Zof. lib. v. p. 789. Zoz- lib. viii. cap. 4- p. 760, 761. Suer. lib. 
yi, cap. 6. p. 306. 

z 4 reclaim 
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Reclaim him, he difpatched a body of troops againft him, 
Under the condudl of Leo, a perfon greatly attached to his 
interefl, but in every refpeft, unfit for that command. Leo, 
having pafled the {freights of the Hellcfpont, continued in 
that neighbourhood, not daring to encounter the enemy. 
Gainas, who pretended to be highly provoked agaiuft Tri- 
bigild, on account of his revolt, was appointed to guard 
Thrace, and the fea-coaft, in order to prevent an irruption 
on that fide ; but he, keeping the whole time a private cor- 
refpondence with the rebels, inftead of del ending Thrace, 
^dvifed Tribigild to march to the fea-fide, and, crofling the 
Hellefpont, to enter that province. Had his advice Decn 
followed, the rebels would have made thcmfelvcs mailers of 
Conflantinople without oppofition *, but Tribigild, bending, 
his march towards Pifidia, was encountered by Valentine, 
a citizen of Selga, at the bead of a fmall body of Haves and 
peafants. Tribigild defpifed them at fill; but, as they were 
well acquainted with that mountainous country, and had, 
by their frequent fkirmifhes with the robbers in thole parts, 
learnt to make fudnen onfets, and lay ambufhes, they cut 
off great numbers of his men, and at length enclofed him on 
all lides, in fuch manner, that no way being left for him 
Jj reduced to efcape, he muft inevitably have perifned, had he not, by 
to great a large fum, prevailed upon Floien tins, who guarded a 

diflrefs j narrow pafs called Cochlea, to withdraw, and luifer him 

to retire. 

However, his men, by the ambufezdes, frequent attacks, 
and fudden onfeis of the Pifulians, were now reduced to 
three hundred. With thefc he marched into the plain, 

. where he was again blocked up between the two rivers Me- 
lane and Eurymcdon. In this extremity he fSund means to 
acquaint Gainas with the defperate poilure of his affairs, 
who, under colour of reinforcing Leo’s army, detached a 
ftrong body of Barbarians, with private orders to join Tri- 
buttfeapeu bigild ; whom they reinforced accordingly. With their 
and defeats affiftance Tribigild opened hinifelf a paflage out of Pifidia, 
^ai lift* him ant ^ falling unexpectedly upon Leo, cut moll of his troops 
* in pieces. Leo himfelf, attempting to make his efcape, 

perifhed among the marfhes a . From Pifidia, Tribigild re- 
turned into Phrygia, where Gainas, who had advanced in- 
to that province, as if he defigned to attack him, fuffeied 
him to ravage with greater fury than ever, magnifying, in 
all the letters he wrote to the emperor, his conduct, his 

a Sof. lib. v. p. 7E9, Philoft. p. 531. Claud, in. Eutrop. lib. ii. 
pi no, 116, 119. 
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exploit?, and the (Irength of his army, and fuggefting, that' 
the only way to fave the empire from impending ruin, was 
to comply with his demands, the chief ot which was, that 
Eutropius, the author of all the prcfent calamities, ihould 
be delivered into his hands. At the fame time news were 
brought to court of the death of Varancs king of Berlin, 
and a report was fpread, that his iiicceflbr was preparing 
to invade Syria. Upon this falfe alarm, and the accounts, 
that were daily tranfmitted by Gainas to Condantinople of 
the progrefs made by Tribigild, foine were for lecurring to 
Stilicho, and others for fatisfying the rebels, by facrificing 
the minifter to the welfare oi the llate h . Arcadius, who 
was under the greatell perplexity, chofe the latter expe- 
dient ; and, feuding for hutmpius, caufed him to he /trip- 
ped of the confular enfigns, and dilmided. 

Eutropius, thus dilgrared, and apprehending his life to 
be in danger, took lam tuary in a church But the people 
exclaiming agaiuil him in the theatie, and Gainas, with 
the ioldiery, pi\ fling the emperor to red ore' the date to its 
former tramjii'lity, by ciiiwr putting to death, or haiiilhing, 
the abhoru d mmiftcr, a baud of iuld.it rs was lent to drag 
him from his adlum, form* oi thoh who had appeared till 
that time mod zcahuidy att.rard to him, taking upon 
them that provimc c . Jiul f in viudom, llieu hilltop of 
Condantinople, ndokitCy Twining, th.it lu: would not 
fuffer them to profane tin Umnh, they feized, ami carried 
him to the emperor, who was prevailed upon to grant that 
protection to Eutropius, Irom uliicli i any guil'v oi fmallcr 
crimes had, by his means, been i\. dueled 11 . Next day in- 
credible multitudes of people flocked to the clinch, to hate 
the fatisf.uTion of feeing Eutropius, whom they all haled, 
divcllcd of his power, and, by a julL retaliation, binugliLto 
that deplorable condition, to winch he had rcduceil many 
of their friends and relations. On this occafion Ghryfoiloni 
made a fpeech to the afiembled multitude, on the vanity oJ 
all human grandeur, emd avouriug, at the fame time, to 
awaken in the hearts of Ins auditors, feutiments of com- 
panion for the unhappy crimin.d When he law them be- 
gin to relent, lie ended his fpeech, by exhorting them to go 
in a body to the imperial palace, and, throwing themfclves 
at the prince’s feet, to beg the life of Eutropius might be 
fpared c . Whether they complied with this exhortation, 
we are not informed ; all we know is, that a lew d.u/s after. 
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b Zof. p. 793. Claud, in Eutrop. lib. ii. p 119, no. c Chryf. 
tom. iii. p. 671, 667. d Idem, tom iv. p. « Socr. p. 304. 
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Eutropius, having privately left his afylum, in order to 
make his efcape, was taken, and banifhed to the iiland of 
Cyprus f . 

Gainas, not yet fatisfied, caufed feveral charges to be 
brought againft him ; upon which he was conduced from 
the illand of Cyprus to a place called Pantychium, between 
Chalcedon and Nicomedia, where he was tried by the pre- 
fect Aurelian, and feveral other perfons of diftinftion, who, 
upon his being convicted of having, in his confullhip, made 
ufe of ornaments peculiar to the imperial dignity, con- 
demned him ; and he was beheaded on the laft day of the 
prefent year g . Zofimus, who pretends he had been pro- 
mifed his life upon oath, fays, that, to cover the perjury, 
they pretended, that the oath was only with refpeft to 
Conftantinople, and caufed him to be beheaded at Chalce- 
don. This year is remarkable in the hiftory of the church, 
for the many temples demolifhed both in the Eh ft and 
Well, and the fevere laws enacted by the two princes 
againft idolatrous worfhip ; which may be faid to have 
given the laft blow to the Pagan fuperftition. 

The next con fills were Stilicho and Aurclianus : the 
latter entered upon his new dignity at Conftantinople, and 
the former at Milan, with the greateft pomp that lnul ever 
been feen in that city h . In the Eaft no advantage accrued 
to the public from the death of Eutropius; the emprefs 
Eudoxia, a bold, entcrprifing, and avaricious woman, hav- 
ing, upon the execution of that minifter, gained an abfo- 
lute afcemlant over her hulbnnd. She was conftantly be- 
iet by women, eunuchs, and informers, who excited her 
to fuch cruel aiTs of violence and injuftice, that every 
good man wifhed for death, to avoid feeing fuch enor- 
mous diforders \ In the mean time, Gainas, having con- 
cluded a pretended peace with the rebels, marched back 
to Conftantinople, followed by Tribigild, whom he joined 
at Thyatira, where they both agreed to march to Sardes 
in Lydia, and plunder that metropolis; but, unable to 
pafs the rivers that were fwelled by the heavy rains, 
they parted once more, and bending their march to the 
fea, Tribigild took his route towards Lampfachus on 
the* Elellefpont, and Gainas towards Chalcedon, allowing 
their foldiers to plunder all the countries through which 
they pafted. Their approach cauiccl a general conflerna- 
tion at Conftantinople; and the whole empire feemed to 


f Zof. lib. v. p. 797. P Ibiil. p. 793- Philoftorg.Jib. xi. cap. 

6. p. 5*9. Socr. lib. vi. cap, 5. p. 301;. Att. Oral. iii. p. 76, 77. 
h Sym- lib. iv< ep- 31 • p, i6i. 1 Zul. p. 8oc, Soz. 

be. 
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be in immine?it danger. As A read ins had no troops to 
make head againR them, and prevent their entering 'Thrace, 
he was advifed to fend deputies to Gainas, and to fave the 
empire from min, by granting his own terms. Gainas, 
with great infolcncc, requiied three of the moil eminent 
men in the Rate, whom he thought capable of th waning 
his ambitious deligns, to be delivered up, in order to be 
put to death. Thefe were, Saturninus, who had been con- 
ful in 383, and employed for the fpacc of thirty-years in 
public affairs ; Aurelianus, this year’s conful, who had 
been prefett of ConRantmople, and prxfettus prtetorio ; 
and John, fecretnry to Toe empejor k . 

Arcadius complied, though much againR bis inclination, Areadiut 
with this arrogant and tyrannical demand, thofe three il- forced t* 
luftrious perfons pre {ling'him to facrifice them to t T. e public empty 
welfare. ■ With the empeioTs content they left L'oufhm- hu 
tinople, and prefented themfel ves before Gainas, encamped 
in the neighbourhood 01 Chalceuon, who imnn diately or- 
dered them to be beheaded, hot changed the fen t cnee of 
death into that of perpetual haTiifhmcnL, when the execu- 
tioner had already libcd up his arm to dilcharge the fatal 
Mow. 1 hi y were chieny irni. bt« d ro GhryfoRom for their 
lives, which were givnud at Ids iuterccllion h "They were 
all fent under a guard towards iipirus ; but, having, 
cither by corn. p.ing the Goths that guarded them, or by 
fome other mean.., made iheir Rcpc\ they appeared, when 
leaf! cx petted, at the* court of ConRantiiioplc, to the great 
joy of the emperor and the whole city. Gainas, not yet and, to con- 
□ppcafed, demanded a conference with the emperor in per- A'* w/M 
fon ; and with this demand Au.iJius was obliged to com- iU l Hrm 
ply, pafiing for that purpofc over to Chalcetlon, in the ^ m ' 
neighbourhood ol whith city he had an interview with 
Gainas, in the church of St. Ruphemia, where it was 
agreed, that both Gainas and Tribigiid ffiould lay down 
their arms, and return, if" they pleafetl, to ConRantinoplc ; 
and that the former, bolides the command of all the Goths 
in the Roman fervice, fhould have th r of the Roman horde 
and foot, with the couluiar ornaments, and an authority 
almoft unbounded ,n . We find nothing farther in hiilury 
relating to Tribigiid, except that he perilhetl in Thrace loon 
after this accommodation n . Gainas, upon his return to 
ConRantinople, demanded a church in that city for the 
Arians, whole doctrine was cfpoufed by him, and moR of 

k Zof. p. 795 — 79c. Soz lib viii. cap. 4. p. 760. Soar. im v'. t 
cap 6. p. 306. Syncf. ep. 31. 34138. p J 77 — J 7y- 1 Chryl. tom v. 
horn. 72. p. 895. >n Zol. p. 794. Sncr. p. 306, 307. Soz. p. 761. 

Theodor, lib v. cap. 32,. p. 744 . n Phil of. lib, xi. cap. 8. p. 53 1 ■ 
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the Goths his countrymen. The timorous emperor, not 
daring to give an abfolute denial, referred him to Chry- 
foftom, bifhop of that city, who {hewed him the edicft of 
the emperor Theodofius, forbidding heretics, and fedlaries 
to hold any aftemblies in the city. Gainas replied, that the 
fervices he had rendered the empire deferved at leaft one 
church, in which he, and thofe of his perfuafion, might 
have the free exercife of their religion. To this remark 
the prelate replied boldly, that his rewards already exceeded 
his deferts *, that, from the mean condition of a common 
foldier, he had been railed to the high ftation ofeommander 
in chief of all the Roman forces ; and ought to be fatisfied 
with the honours he enjoyed, without demanding what 
could not be granted without a notorious breach of the 
Jaws. Gainas, finding he had not to deal with an Arca- 
dius, but a Chryfoftom, thought it prudent to drop his 
demand. 

About this time appeared at Conftantinople a comet of 
unufual magnitude, portending, as was faid, the great dan- 
ger the city was in from the perfidioufnefs of Gainas ; for 
that Barbarian, who commanded in rhief the armies of 
Arcaclius, having filled Conftantinople with his Goths, 
and removed all the Roman troops, formed a defign of 
feizing firft the wealth of the bankers, and then fetting fire 
to the palace. But this wicked projeft being fruftrated by 
a miracle, whirh the reader will find related at large by 
Socrates c , Sozomen p , and Philoftotgius he withdrew 
from the city .on the tenth of July, on pretence of perform- 
ing his devotions in the church ol St.John Baptift, feven 
miles from the city. He left the greater part of his Goths 
in the city, with private orders to fall upon the inhabitants 
immediately after his departure, and to give him a fignal 
that he might return and join them with thofe who attended 
him r . Socrates and Sozomen write, that the foldiers who 
guarded the gates, oblorving thofe who Went out with 
Gainas loaded with arms, which they endeavoured to con- 
ceal, attempted to oppoie them : but the Goths having 
killed fevcral of the guards, opened themfelves a way fvvord 


His men 
matured. 


in hand. The citizens, in the mean time, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, and Arcadius, acquainted with what 
had happened, declared Gainas a public enemy, and ordered 
all the Goths in the city to be put to the fword. Gainas 
returned in great halte ; but not being able to force the gate, 
which he he found barricadoed, and defended by a numer- 


Q Socr. lib. vi. cap. 6. p. 307. 
^Philait. lib. i- cap. 8. p. 531. 
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0U5 body of citizens, lie was obliged to drop the enterprize 
and retire. We are ignorant of what happened the day fol- 
lowing ; but the day after the citizens attacked the Goths, 
who were (till remaining in the city to the number of (even 
thouiand, and cut molt of them in pieces; the reft took 
fanfhiury in the church of their nation, fituated near the 
palace ; but the citizens having obtained leave oi the em- 
peror to attack them even in their afylum, they full un- 
covered the roof, and after having plied them warmly with 
fhowers of darts and arrows, they fet lire to the church, 
which was reduced to allies, with all who were in it s . 

This was condemned, fays Zofimus, by every good Chris- 
tian, as an enormous crime. 

Gainas, highly provoked at the m a (Tic re of his friends 
and countrymen, pulled off the malic ; and making open ra _ 
war upon the (late, ravaged Thrace, but not being able to •va^j 
make himfclf mailer of a /ingle city, he left that province, Thrace. 
and inarched into the Cherfnnefus, in order to crnls the 
Heilcfpont, and enrich himfelfand his army with thclpmis 
of Alia : but Fravitus, who commamled in thofc pans, 
having quickly affcmbled a confiderable number of vcffels, 
attacked him in his paffage ; and being favoured by the /; defeated 
wind, obliged him to return to the coalt whence he had with threat 
failed, with the lofs of many thoufands cither killed or l ^J^ ltus 
drowned c . Fravitus was himfclf a Goth and a Pagan, ac- 
cording to Zofimus, but greatly attached to the Roman in- 
tereff, having married a Roman lady of dillinflion in 380, 
ami ever fmee that time ferved the empire with great fidelity. 

He was one of the chiefs of thofe Goths who, being ex- 
pelled their own country by the Hunns, were allowed by 
Theodofius to fettle in Thrace. Eurmpius writes, that foon 
after he killed with his own hand Eriulphus, another of 
their chiefs, becaufe he intended to take arms againft Theo- 
ilolius, purfuant to an oath, by which they had all bound 
themfelves, before they left their own country, to do the 
Romans, however kindly received by them, all the mif- 
chief that lay in their power u . As he was a man of great 
courage, a ftri£l obferver of military dilcipline, vigilant 
and indefatigable, he had been employed on feveral occa- 
fions, and acquitted himfclf in every command with great 
reputation : he had lately cleared the Eaft of the robbers 
who had long infelled it. However, he was fufpefted of 
having fuffered Gainas, and the relt of his countrymen, to 
efcape, when he might have ealily cut them all off: but 

» Chron. Alex. p. 711. r Zof Socr, Soz/ibid, Philoft. p. 53 1 ' 
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Zofimus, and moll hifloriaiis, clear him from this charge, 
which feems the more ground lei's, as he was, for his con- 
duct on that occalion, rewarded the following year with 
the confulfhip. From the Cherfonefus Gainas returned to 
Thrace, and was there, according to Socrates and Sozo- 
men, cut in pieces, with all his men, by the Romans, who 
purfued him (T). 

During thefe troubles Fudoxia, who had been hitherto 
dillinguilhed only with the title of NobilifTima, received 
that of Augufla on the ninth of January; on which occa- 
fion (lie caufed her image to be carried through all the pro- 
vinces of the empire, to receive the fame honours that were 
paid to the images of the emperors. On the third of April 
fhe w^as delivered of Arcadia, her third daughter. In the 
beginning of this year the city of Conflantinopie was fhaken 
with violent earthquakes, which lafted three days ; 011 
which occafion great numbers of Pagans demanded and re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm. 

During the disturbances raifed by Gainas in the Eaft, 
the Weftern provinces, efpecially Italy, were alarmed by a 
fuclden irruption of the Barbarians, under the conduct of 
the celebrated Aiaric, and Rhadagaifus king of the Hunns. 
But of this inroad we lhall fpeak in a more proper 
place. 

The next confuls were Vicentius, prefect of Gaul, and 
Fravitus, or Fravita, of whom wc have fpoken already. 
This year is remarkable for the birth of Thcodofius, the 
fon and fucceffor of Arcadius, born, according to Socra- 
tes u , and the chronicle of Alexandria w , on the tenth, ac- 
cording to Marceilmus, on the eleventh of April, andfoon 

u Soer. p. 763. w Cliron, Alex. p. 712. 

(T) Zofimus afTerts, that a commander with an army of 
after he had maliacred ail the his own nation, met him with 
Romans whom he tound in his all his forces on the frontiers, 
army, 1 oit they fhould betray gave him battle, and, after a 
him, he palled the Danube, fharp difpute, put him, and all 
being defirous to end his days his men to the fword. His 
in the ancient country of the body being found, Uldcs cauf- 
Goths. But Uides or Uldin, ed his head to be cut off, and 
king of the Hunns, then maf- lent to Arcadius (1), who re- 
ter of thole countries, thinking ceived it at Conflantinopie on 
it highly impolitic to receive the third of January of the en- 
into bis dominions fo renowned filing year 401 (2). 

(1) Zof. p. 7 gS, 799, (2) Sncr. p. 309. Chron. Alex. p. 12. 
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•after his birih declared Caefar x , ami baptized with extra- 
ordinary pomp and folemnity. f Ihe Fuxine lea was this 
year frozen over for the fpace of twenty days *. A band 
of {laves and deferters pillaged part of Thrace, pretending 
to be II unns ; but Fravitus, marching againd them, killed 
mod of them, and dilperfed the red z . The follow ing yj of FI 
year, when Arcadius and Honorius were both conluls the 1852. 
fifth time, nothing remarkable happened in the tad, ex- A. D, 401. 
cent the promotion of young Theodofius to the imperial kh(J. noo. 
dignity ; which ceremony was performed with extraordi- ^ 
nary magniheenee in the palace of Hebdomon, on the tenth ror r£ttns 
or eleventh of January a . In the Wed, Alaric entered to Raven- 
Italy again, ravaged feveral piovinres without oppofrtion, na, 
and obliged the emperor to retire to Ravenna, which hence- 
forth became the ufual place of bis refidencc. 

f iie next ronfuls were, Theodofius Augudus, and Ru- 
nioiidus. Who the latter was, we are not told ; but his 
name gives us room to think he was a Goth, probably in 
the firvice of Honorius ; for in general one of the confuls 
belonged to the Eadern, and the other to the Wcdcrn em- 
^ pire. This year 403, Eudoxia was, on the tenth or cle- ^ g ^ uia 
venth of February, delivered of Marina, her fourth and lad 
daughter b . A datue of filver was erefted to the emprefs 
on a column of porphyry, near the church of St. Sophia ; 
which occafioiiLd a mifuiulerdanding between Eudoxia and 
St. Chryfodom, bifliop of the city, who could not endure 
the profane fporls that were exhibited before the datue at 
the very entry of the church. Arcadius caufed likewife 
his own datue to be placed cn a column, which, according 
ro fome writers, was reared this year in the quarter of the 
city called Xerolophos, and is deferihed by Gyllius c . He 
likewife built the city of Arcadiopolis, in Thrace, or ra- 
ther gave that name to the city of Bcrgulae ,J . To re- 
turn to Italy : btilicho, having in lame degree removed 
the young emperor’s fears, eroded the lake of Como, ami 
pafling the Alps in the depth of winter, entered Rhtctia, 
where he not only forced the Barbarians to fue for peace, StiUcho 
but perfuaded great numbers of them to inlid in his army, affmbto 
At the fame time he difpatched meflengers to the troops an ann V* 
that guarded the coads of Britain, and the banks of the 
Rhine, ordering them to march with all podible expedition 
into Rhtetia. Upon their arrival, he commanded them to 
purfue their route into Italy j but departed himfelf before 

* Theodor, lib. ii. p 5 '>*. Soz. p. 7 &V v Chron. Alex. 

p. 7 i 3 . x Zof. p. <,9. a Soz. lib. vm cap. 4. p- 7 & y 

Chron. Alex. p. 71*. Socr. lib. vi. cap. iS, p. 316. c GyM. 

dc Conftant. Geo. raps, l.b- iv. cap. 7. p. 300. d Theoph, p- 66. 
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them, attended by a (mall number of troops, in order to 
return with all fpeed to court. When he arrived at the 
Adda, he found the enemy encamped on the oppofite bank, 
and matters of the bridge; but not in the leaft alarmed, 
he th rew himfelf into the river as foon as it was dark, and 
forcing his way fword in band through the mid ft of the 
Barbarians, appeared at court, to the inexpreftible joy of 
the emperor c . The troops arrived foon after out of Rhae- 
tia ; and Stilicho, putting himfelf at their head, marched 
againft the enemy; but could not prevent Alarie from palf- 
ing the Po, and advancing to Pollentia, now Pollenza, on 
the Tanaro in Piedmont, where the two armies engaged. 
Claudian and Pru dentins F fuppofe the battle to have been 
gained by the Romans ; Cafliodorus in his chronicle main- 
tains, that Stilicho and the Roman army were defeated, and 
fled ; and Jornandes, that the Goths, when furprifed by 
Stilicho, betrayed great fear ; but afterwards behaved cou- 
rageoufly, and put moft of his men to the fword, obliging 
the reft to fave themfelvcs by a precipitate and diforderly 
flight g . According to Oroiius, the Romans gained the 
baitle ; but were vanquifhed after the victory h . The R.o- 1 
mans, while victorious, forced and plundered the enemy’s 
camp, in which they found the fpoils of feveral provinces, 
and the wife of Alarie. with his children and daughters- 
in-law, whom they took prifoners. Alarie was no fooner 
informed of their misfortune, than he fent deputies to Sti- 
licho, to offer terms of peace ; which was concluded, upon 
condition of his marching immediately out of Italy \ 

Purfuant to this agreement, Alarie repaired the Po, and 
retired to. Verona, where, in defiance of the late treaty, he 
began to plunder the country, and commit ocher adds of 
hoftility. In confequence of thefe outrages, Stilicho de- 
tached againft him a ftrong body of Barbarians, by whom 
he was obliged to take refuge amoiigft the mountains. He 
endeavoured to pafs the Alps, and feize on Gaul or Rhae- 
tia ; but found all the pafTes guarded by Stilicho, who kept 
him blocked up, till, molt of his troops deferting him, and 
joining the Romans, he withdrew in the night-time, and 
returned through fecret ways into Pannonia. Orofius 
writes, that the Barbarians could not agree among tliem- 
fdves ; that the Goths were divided into two factions ; and 
that the Alans and Hunns, who ferved under Alarm, often 
quarrelled, and deftroyed each other k . Italy being thus 

e Claudian Bell, Get^ p. 163^-168. Conf, Hon, 6. p. 186, 187, 
f Prud, in Syinm. p, 243 s Jorn, Rer. Goth, cap- 30. p. 653, 

i' Orof. lib. vii. cap. 37, p. 221. 1 Claud, p. 172. & Conf. 

Ilon.p. 181, 182, Prud. in Symm. p. 243, k Orof. p. 221. 

delivered 
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delivered from the Barbarians, Honorius, to fatisfy the fe- 
nate and people of Rome, who by frequent embalhes had 
intreated him to honour their city with his prefence, left 
Ravenna, and proceeded to that metropolis ; which he en- 
tered in triumph, having Stilicho with him in the chariot, 
about the beginning of December. He was received with Rome lm 
loud acclamations by the fenate in a body, by the nobility triumph. 
and people in their riclieft apparel. He would not fufler 
the fenate to attend, according to cultom, his triumphal 
chariot on foot \ but allowed his filter Placidia, and Eu- 
cherius his brother in-law, to pay him that honour. While Heabolrjbes 
he was at Ravenna, lie entirely fuppreffed the Thews of 
gladiatois, which, though forbidden by Conftantine the s a 
Great in 425, had been tolerated by his fuccelTors, even by 
Thcodoiius himfelf, out of complaifance to the people, fond 
beyond txprelhon of that inhuman diverfion *. 

In the following year 404, the emprefs Eudoxia died of 
a mil carriage, and was interred on the twelfth of the fame das. 
month in the church of the Apoftles, where her tomb was 
to be feen many ages after in . Befoie her death the Hunns 
Jiad invaded Thrace, and the Ifuurian robbers committed 
great difimlcis in Alia and Syria. The former, having pil- 
laged gieat part of Thrace and Eafl -11 lyricum, retired be- 
yond the Danube, loaded with booty n . Againft the latter 
Arbazacius was detached, who cut great numbers in pieces, 
and inclofed them on all Tides; but fu fibred them in the 
end to cfcape, being bribed by large Turns of money 
Suidas, who calls him a native of Ifauiia, and a few lines 
after an Armenian, fays, that from his infatiable rapaciouf- 
nefs and avarice, he was nicknamed Harpazacius, or the 
Harpy. The Ifaurians, having now nothing to fear from 
Arbazacius, over-ran the provinces ot Cilicia, 1 amphylia, 

Lycia, Lycaonia, Pifidia, Cappadocia, and Lower Syria, 
extending their ravages to the frontiers of Perfia on 011c 
fide, and to the Euxine Tea on the other, ranfacking and 
pillaging the open country, with the villages, and unforti- 
fied towns. They even palTcd over into the llland of Cy- 
prus, and caufed a general confternation in Phoenicia, Ca- , 
ria, Judaea, and Jerufalem itfelf ; infomuch that the peo- 
ple were every-where bufied in building walls, in preparing 
arms, and putting themfelves in a pollure of defence . but 
upon the approach of winter, they withdrew to their inac- 


I Socrat. lib. i. cap. i0. p. 4 8 - SfjZ ' lib * T C3 P’ 8l P- 4 H- Cod - 
Theod.lib.xv.tit.il .Eg. 2. p-395- -Ced r .p . 3 !4 Chron. 

Alex. p. 714. CangcdeConrtant.lib.lv, p. no. J' r? C J 

lib. viii. cap. 15. p. 791 . Philolt. lib. xc p. S3 * 0 Zo£ llb ’ v ’ 

p. S02. Chryf. ep. 110, p, 754- 
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cefhble mountains, with an immenfe booty, which they 
fhared with Arbazacius p . 

In the Weft, Honorius began bis fixth confulfhip at 
Rome, which is the fubjett of the poem that Claudian 
pronounced on occafion of that folemnity From Rome 
he returned to Ravenna, and fixed his refidence, notwith- 
ftanding the enrnelt intreaties of the inhabitants of Milan, 
inviting him to their city. From this time Ravenna became 
the feat of the Weftern or Roman empire ■, whence the 
country in which it flood was called Romania, which name 
it (till retains. 

The next cnnfuls were Mtilicho the fecond time, and 
Anthemius, who was ioon after appointed prefect of the 
Eafb, and is much commended by St. Chryfohom r . We 
fliall have frequent occafion to fpeak of him in the reign 
of Thcodofius II. This year the Mn/iehi and Auxoriani, 
two nations of Barbarians inhabiting the country between 
Cyrenaica and Tripolitana, laid walle great part of Egypt s . 
A readies was on the twelfth of June at Nice ; on the tenth 
and twenty-third of July, and twelfth of Augult at Ancy- 
ra, in Galatia, wheiice he returned in the beginning of. 
autumn to ConfUiitiunple l . Italy was again ahirmed with 
a fudden irruption of Barbarians, conducted by Radagaifus, 
or Rhodogaifus, one of the kings or chiefs of the Goths, a 
Eagan by religion, and a fvvorn enemy to the Roman 
name ll . He is by Tome writers flyled king of the Iiunns w - 
He entered Italy with Alaric in the year 400, but return- 
ing afterwards beyond the Danube, he aflembled an army, 
confiding of two hundred thou find Barbarians, of the va- 
rious nations dwelling beyond the Danube and the Rhine, 
who were then diltinguifhed by the common name of 
Goths. The commanders, who affirmed the title of lords, 
amounted, according to Photius, a contemporary writer, 
to the number of twelve hundred x . With this formidable 
hold he broke fuddcnly into Italy, vowing to facrifice to his 
gods, fays Orofius, all the Roman blood he could fhed. 
His approach threw all Italy, and Rome itfelf, into the 
iitmoft conflernation. As Radagaifus was a zealous wor- 
ih'pper of the gods, and facrificed every morning to Jupi- 
ter, the Pagans in Rome exclaimed, that he would, with- 
out all doubt, prevail, not fo much by his numerous forces, 
as the protection of the gods, whom the ungrateful Romans 

p Theodor. Vit. Patr. cap. 10, 21. p. 828, 865. q Claud. 

Conf. Hon. 6. p. 191. r Chryf. ep. 147. p. 7*0- s Philolt. 

jib. xi. cap. a. p. 350, 3 5 t. t Cod. Thcod. Cliron. p. 148. 

H Aug in Pffl. cv, cap, id, p. 547. w Pro/p. Chron. x FIidt. 
cap. So. p- iSq. 
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had banifhed from a city which they had fo often defended. 

Unltfs the ancient religion (faid they) be rellored, and 
Chriflianity, the only caufe of our calamities, aboliihed, 
the city muft fall into the hands of the Barbarians, who 
have the gods on their fide, whom we have forluken.” 
With thefe complaints the whole city was filled, and the 
name of Chrifb every-wherc blafphemed, as the true caufe 
of the prefent calamities y . 

In the mean time Stilicho, having aflembled at Pavia all 
the Roman forres, amounting to thirty legions, and rein- 
forced them with great numbers of Goths, llumis, and 
Alans s under the command of Sams a Goth and UJdin 
king of the Hunns, left that place, directing his march to- 
wards liitruria, where Radagailus was engaged in the liege 
of Florence, which city was already reduced to the utinolt 
extremity As Stilicho came by furprize upon the enemy, 
he immediately ordered the Ilunns, and other auxiliaries, to 
attack one of the three bodies, into which he found their ar- 
my divided. ilis orders were executed, and a hundred thou- 
fand of the enemy deflroyed, without the lofs of one man 
rm the fide of the Romans. Radagaifus retired with the 
reft to the in ighbouring mountains of Fcfulx, where he was 
dole] y btlieged by Stilicho, and reduced, with his numerous 
army, to filch extremity, that he attempted to efeape, and 
leave his men to the mercy of the Romans; but as the pafl’cs 
were guarded, he fell into Stilicho’s hands, and was by his 
order put to death. His men, finding thcmfclvts abandon- 
ed by their leader, and definite of provifions, fubmirtetl to 
the Romans in fucli numbers, that they were told like 
hearts, in droves, at a crown a head but as, by the fa- 
mine that had raged among them while blocked up in the 
mountains, they had contracted an ill flare of health, they 
all died m a few days. Orofius and St, Aufthi aferibe this 
viftorv to a miracle. 

In the following year a dreadful fire happened at Con- 
ftantinoplc on the twenty-fifth of Otober * 1 ; and Paleftine 
was in felled with luch multitudes of grafbnppers, as quite 
darkened the Iky, and turned day into night. St Jerom, 
who was then compoling his comments on the prophet Joel, 
writes, that, after they had done great mifehief, they were 
driven by the wind, partly into the Dead Sea, partly into 
the Mediterranean, and thrown foon after on both fhores in 
fuch heaps, that they infefted the air, and occafioned a 
plague b . Honorius continued all this year at Ravenna, 

y Aug. de Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap. 13. p. 63. * Idem ibid. 

OroT. p. zzz> Marc. Chron. a Chron, Alex. p. 714, b Hier. 
in Joel. cap. 2. p. 60. 
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where he ena&ed a law, dated the feventeenth of April, 
encouraging all perfons, whether freedmen or Haves, to 
take arms in defence of their country, and promifing to 
the latter their liberty, to the former three pieces of 
gold to be paid immediately, and feven more after the 
war. This edi£t was, without all doubt, occafioned by 
the motions of the northern nations, who, on the 1 alt day 
of the year 406, entered Gaul, and, fixing their abode 
there, was the beginning of the total ruin of the Ro- 
man empire in the Weft. At the fame time the Roman 
troops quartered in Britain, apprehending the Barbarians 
would, after the entire reduction of Gaul, crofs the fea, 
and, jointly with the Scots and Irifli, fall upon them, and, 
expecting no afiiilance from Honorius, refolved to choofe 
The Ro- ail emperor of their own. Accordingly they conferred that 
mans in dignity on one Mark ; whom after a few days they mur- 

Bntaxn re- ^ j upon fume difpLift, and placed Gratian, a native of 

volt, and 01 . 

fet up Con- Biit.un, in lus room Gratian, after a ihort reign of four 

Jlantine for months, underwent the fame fate ; and was fucceeded by 
emperor \ Conllantine, a common foldicr, who was chofen merely on 
account of his name, which was common to him with Con-*"' 
ftantine the Great, who, being advanced to the imperial 
dignity in Britain, had made himlelf mafler of the whole 
empire, and governed with great prolperity and fucccfs rt . 
-whopajfes The prince, immediately afu r his promotion, pafi'cd over 
over into j n( , 0 G au ] ? taking with him all the Roman forces quartered 
•which Tub- 1,1 theifland, and the flower of the Britifh youth; by which 
mits to him. means the country, thus left naked anil defcucclcfs, was 
not long after obliged to fubmit ro the yoke of new lords- 
Conflantine landed at Boulogne, and, being joined by great 
numbers of Gauls, who chofe rather to i'ubmit to him than 
to the Barbarians, reduced the whole country. 

The following year 408, is remarkable for many memor- 
Yr. of FI. a b] e events. In the Eafl died at Conffantinople, on the firit 
A D^oS Ma y> ^ emperor Arcadius, after having lived thirty- 
L 1 C 1206! one years, and reigned twelve years with his father, and four- 
I teen after his death % or rather thirteen years, three months, 

Arcadius and fourteen days. He was buried near the emprefs Eu- 
di6s t doxia, in the church of the Apoftles, where their tombs of 

porphyry were to befeen feveral ages after. He left behind 
him butouefon, Theoclofius, then eight years old, but juft 
His iffue. weaned. We have obferved in the hiltory of his reign, that 
lie had four daughters, Flaccilla, Pulcheria, Arcadia, and 
Mariua : Flaccilla is never mentioned by hiftorians but on 

c Sqz. lib- ix. cap. n. p. 813. Phot. cap. So. p. 180. d Orof. 
lib. vii. cap. 40. p. 223. c Tlicod. lib. ii. p. 568, Socr. lib. 

vi . cap. 23. p. 33 1 - 


occafion 



occafion of her birth ; whence we may conclude*, that fhe 
died foon after. The other three embraced the Ifate of 
virginity, and led exemplary lives. Arcadius was a prince fj;, f /j a , 
naturally inclined to virtue, and an enemy to vice, but of ia£Ur. 
very flender parts, and therefore entirely governed, and 
(hamefully impofed upon, by his minifters, and the* em- 
prefs, who abufed his authority to opprefs the people in the 
moft defpotic and tyrannical manner. Conllantine, having 
reduced all Gaul to his obedienc, fent a body of troops into 
Spain, in order to oppofe Didymius and Verianus or Ve- 
rinianus, who, having aflembled the few troops that were 
quartered in that province, and reinforceil them with the 
flaves and peafants who were willing to take arms, had feiz- 
ed on the pades of the Pyrenees. Didymius and Verinianus 
were brothers, natives of Spain, and nearly allied to Hono- 
rius, for whom they openly declared, while molt of the cities 
of that province were ready to revolt, ami fubinit to the 
ufurper r . 

The troops that were firfl detached ngninlt them not be- Conflam, 
ing able to force a pafl'agc through the Pyrenees, which were the /on of 
■caiefully guarded by the two brothers, Cundaiitine obliged (-onjlan- 
bis eld cit fnn, named Conltans, who profufled a monadic 
life, to quit his retirement, created him C<cfar, ami dif- y ar * 
patched him with the flower of his army, commanded by 
Gerontius, an experienced ofbrcr, into Spain. Didymius 
and Verinianus defended the paflesfor feme time with great 
refolution and intrepidity ; but being overpowered with 
numbers, were at length obliged to reiirc. Conltans pur- 
fued them clufely ; and, coming up with them in Lulita- 
Jiia, now Portugal, defeated them with great daughter, and 
took both them and their wives prifoners. Upon the news 
of their defeat and captivity, their brothers Theodofius or 
Theodofielus, and Lngodus, who had taken arms in an- 
other province, abandour d Spain Lo the* uiurper, and reliied, redacts 
the former to the court of llonorius, and the latter to that alt Spain, 
of Theodofius, who had iucceeded his father Arradius in 
the empire of the lull Confhns, having reduced Spain, 
and appointed Gerontius to command the army, and guard 
the Pyrenees, returned to Gaul, vvhcie he prelented the 
two ill uftrio as captives to his father, who immediately or- 
dered them to be privately put to death. 

'Poreward his fon for his eminent fervices, he created an Jhde- 
him Au^uftus, honouring him, faysZofimus \ with a dia- dared An- 
dsm. At the fame time he fent a folemn deputation to IIo- 

f Zof. lib. vi. p. B16. Orof. lib. vi. cap. 40. p 273, 5 dz. lib. ix. 
cap. 11. p.813. Phot, p 184. b Greg. Tur, Ilift, Fr. Jib« in 

cap. 9. p. 62. 1 Zof. p. 830. 
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liorius, excufing his revolt, pretending he had been forced 
by the foldiery to accept of the fovereignty, and demanding 
to be acknowleged as his partner in the empire. Honorius, 
not finding himfelf in a condition to depofe the ufurper, 
complied with h is requeft; and accordingly fent him the 
imperial purple, .honouring him, at the fame time, with 
the title of Auguftus J . Italy was at this time threatened 
with a new invafion of the Barbarians, under the conduct 
of the famous Alaric, who, at the inftigation of Stilicho, 
leaving Pannonia and Dalmatia, where lands had been 
granted to him and his Goths, palled unexpectedly the Alps, 
and, breaking into Nnricum, thieatcned to invade Italy, and 
deftroy all before him, unlefs a certain fum, which Iil pre- 
tended to be due to him and his troops, was immediately 
paid. Upon this demand, Honorius, who was then at 
Rome, afTembled the fenate, when feveral fenators of great 
diftinftion were for rejecting his demand, and marching 
again!! him, urging, that, to comply with an arrogant and 
unreafonablc demand, was not buying a peace, but figning 
a contraCl of perpetual ilavery. However, Stilicho, who 
maintained a private correfpondence with Alaric and his^ 
party, pleading with great warmth in his favour, as if the 
money he demanded was really due, it was agreed, that 
four thoufand pounds weight of gold fhould be fent him. 
Lampadius, who had with great boldnefs oppofed this mo- 
tion, and of confeqmncc incurred the difpleafure of .Stili- 
cho, as foun as the fenate broke up, took fan Ctuary in a 
neighbouring church k A few days after, Honorius, leav- 
ing Rome, fet out for Bononin ; whence, after a fhort flay, 
he removed to 1 icimun, now Pavia, attended by Olym- 
pius, who, by an ouiward fhew of Chriftian piety, fays Zo- 
fimus, had gained the con fid cnee of the emperor, and was 
employed about hispeifon. 

As every one was now well apprifed of the wicked de- 
figns of Stili'ho, Olympius difelofed them to the emperor, 
on the road from Bologna to Pavia ; anrl fo thoroughly con- 
vinced him of the treachery of his minifter, that the piince, 
roufed by the fenfe of his danger, no fooner arrived at 
Pavia than he difpatched an exprefs to Ravenna, where 
Stilicho then was, with turn different orders, the one com- 
manding him to be fecured, and the other to be put to 
death. Upon the arrival of the mefienger, Stilicho took 
faCluary in a church •, but next day, being in the prefence 
of the bifhop aflured by the foldiers upon oath, that they 

i Phot. p. 180, Greg. Tur, ibid. k Philoll. lib, xii. cap. 2. 
p- 532. Rutil. lib. ii, p. 142. 
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had orders only to arrefl him, he left his afylum, and deli- 
vered himfelf into their hands; a ftep which he had no 
fooner taken than the mefTenger produced the warrant for 
his death ; whereupon he was beheaded the fanv* day, ihe 
twenty-third of AuguR of the prefent year 401! ! . It was 
no fooner known at Pavia, that the emperor had ordered 
him to be arrefted, than the army encamped there, encou- 
raged by Olympius, fays Zofnnus, flew to arms, and llew 
all thofe who were known to be well affccled to the dif- 
graced general ; comprehending many cxct-llcnt officers, 
and oLher perfons of great diltinftion (Y ). Stilicho pro- 
iefTed the ChrilLian religion ; hut his fun Eucherius was not 
only a Pagan but a profefled enemy to the Chrifli.ins. 

The emperor had married, in Lhc beginning of this year, 
Thermantia, btilicho’s fecond daughter, IvLnia, his chlclt 
daughter, whom Honorius had efpoufed in ] ; 8 , being dead 
fome years before " n . Honoiius wediled 1'herinantia at 
Rome, where the match was concluded by Serena, alleg- 
ing, fays Zofimus, to her hufband Stilicho, v\ ho was averle 
to it as inccftuous, that the other filler died a \irgin Upon 
the death of Stilicho, Honorius divorced his daughter, and 
lent her back untouched to her mother Sciena. 

When Eucherius heard the news id his lather's death, he 
fled to a church for protection ; but bring dragged from 
thence by the emperor’s order, he was lent under a ilrong 

J Zof. p. 180. Soz. lib. ix. cap 4. p. S06. O.of. lib. vii. cap. 3S. 
p. ii2. "i Zuf. p. 804. l J liot. Lap. 8c. p 177. 

(Y) All authors, except Zo- but Zofimus pretends thefe 
fimus, and the poet llauriian, l rimes wcie all feigned by his 
agree, th it he was guilty oi the enemies, in u'drr 10 prejudice 
crimes laid to his charge; that Honorius agamft him, and pro - 
he maintained a private corre- cure his ruin, to which the cre- 
fpondcnce with Alarm; that he riuiuus prince in the end con- 
invited the Burbaiians into lented. r I he fame writer adds, 
Gaul, hoping the emperor that, alter his death, fcveral of 
would rewaid his eminent ter- his friends were cruelly tortured, 
vices, after he had driven them and, ainongtt the red, Deute- 
oiit, with aiRiming him tor his rus the emperoi’s great chain- 
colleague ; that he had formed berhun, and Peter hi s chief fe- 
a defign of murdering the two cietarv, wiio med on the rack 
P’ inces Honorius and Theodo- without owning any of the 
bus, and feizing on both cm- charges that were brought 
pires for himfelf ; and that, by a gain d him, or them, as pi ivy 
a potion given to Honorius, he to his wicked dtrfigus ( 0 * 
prevented his having any ilTue : 

(0 Zof p. 811 819. 
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guard to Rome, and executed n . Thus were the empire, 
fays Orofius ■, and the church, by the death of a few per- 
fons, delivered from the wicked attempts of their enemies. 
However, we could wifh, for the reputation of Honorius, 
that the pretended criminals had been tried in due form ; 
for fuch as fuffer without being heard have a right to be 
deemed innocent. All the ecclefiaftic writers fuppofe Sti- 
licho to have been guilty ; but the crimes laid to his charge 
were never proved, either in his life-time, or after his 
death ; and hence Zofimus looks upon them as falfe impu- 
tations, and groundlefs fufpicions. Stilicho’s eftate was 
confifeated, and like wife the eftates of his avowed parti- 
fans, and fuch as had been preferred by him for money pj 
and Heliocrates was ordered to Rome to feize them, which 
Commiflion he difeharged with great humanity, cautioning 
thofe who were the leaft guilty to remove their effects out 
of the way : but his moderation coft him dear for he was 
not only deprived of his commiflion, but fent in bonds to 
Ravenna, and would have been put to death, had he not 
found means to efcape out of prilon, and lave himfclf in a 
church Such was the end of Stilicho, after he had com-*"' 
manded in chief the Roman armies for tw enty-three years. 

He was no doubt a perfon of extraordinary qualities, a 
great ftatefman, a valiant foldier, and experienced officer. 
He gained fuch an afeendant over Honorius, who was 
blindly guided by bis counfels, that, till the time of his 
difgrace, he governed with more abfolute dominion than 
the emperor himfclf. Zofimus, however partial to his me- 
mory, accules him of rapine and oppreilion, of great par- 
tiality in the adminiftration of jullice, and of conveying by 
degrees into his own coders the whole wealth of the em- 
pire. Stilicho was fucceeded in the adminiftration by Olym- 
pius, the chief author of his ruin. He was a native of the 
country bordering on the Euxine Sea, and not only pro- 
fefled the Chriftian leligion, but outwardly affected an ex- 
traordinary piety, fays Zofimus, thereby infinuating, that 
his piety was counterfeit : but St. Auftin entertained a con- 
trary opinion, as appears from the commendations he be- 
flows upon him r ; as did likewife Symmachus, though a 
zealous Pagan 3 . OJympiodorus writes, that he ow T ed his 
firft preferment to Stilicho, who recommended him to Ho- 
norius 1 ; a circumftance which would render the return he 
jnade that minifter highly criminal, if he had any thing in 

ft Philoft. lib. xii . cap. 3. p. 533. 0 Orof. p. m. P Cod. 

Theod. lib. ix. tit. 40. leg. 20. p. 319. 1 Zof. p. 811. 819. 

T Aug. ep. exxiv. cxxix. p 242. 245. 5 Syin. lib. ix. ep. 6o, 
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view but the public welfare. He had in Stilicho’s life- 
time a confidcrable employment at court, and was, after 
his death, raifed to the port of magider ofliciorum, or How- 
ard of the emperor’s houfliold, one of the greated employ- 
ments in the date. Soon after his promotion, he wrote to Hr fa> 

St. Auftin, defiring that zealous prelate to fugged to him, fvourj tfti 
from time to time, what he thought would conduce to the iflurcflm 
good df the church. In the very beginning of his admini- 
ltration, he caufed fcveral laws to be enafted again ft the 
Pagans, Jews, and heretics, efpccially the Donatifts in 
Africa u . By a law dated the fourteenth of November, 
thofe who were not of the Catholic communion, or did not 
conform to the religion of the prince, were excluded from 
all employments at court. When this law was cnafted, 
one of the chiefs of the Barbarians in the Roman fcrvicc 
refigned his command ; and his example, if Zolimus is to 
be credited w , was followed by many others, who were 
either Pagans or Arians. AmongfL the fcveral laws of this 
year, relating both to civil and ecclcfiaftic matters, one 
was enabled forbidding all perfons of quality to trade ; not 
that trade was by any means looked upon as degrading, but 
becaufe others, in dealing with men of power and autho- 
rity, were liable to be injured without redrefs. 

When the Roman Ibldicrs quartered in the cities of Italy Thenvives 
heard of Btilichu’s dcaLh, they lh.w to arms, ami, out of and chit- 
hatred to him, inhumanly murdered the wives and chil- dun nf the 


Barbariant 
9 in thr Ro- 


dren of the Barbarians whom he had taken into the fcrvicc 
and whom they on that account conhdered as privy to his man 
wicked defigns. The Barbarians provoked at this horrid vice mur- 
cruelty, vowed revenge ; and, quitting the emperor’s fer- dered, 
vice, retired, to the number of thirty thoufand and up- y r 0 p F | 
wards, to Alaric, who, though tlius reinforced, olTered to 2 8 s b. 
conclude a lading peace with Honorius, and never more A- 1). 
rlidurb the tranquility of the empire, provided he would ^ C. no6. 
fend him a fulliciuii fum to pay his army their arrears. ~ 
Honorius refuting to comply with his demand, he difpatch- 
ed an exprels to Ataulphus or Athaulphus, his hiothcr-in- join Alaric , 
law, who was quartered on the frontiers of Pannonia, or- entnj 
deririF him to march with his troops, confiding of Goths aU{ * 
and Hunns, into Italy. b ^[ 

In the mean time Alaric himfclf, advancing by long 
marches from Noricum to the Po, eroded that river with- 
out oppofition 5 and palling in fight of Ravenna, where the 
emperor then was, purfued his march, almolt without halt- 


u Cod. Theod. lib. xid. tit. 5. leg. 44. p, 165. 

p. S2p, 
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Ing, till he arrived at Rome, which he immediately invert- 
ed, blocking up all the roads and avenues, and placing 
guards at the mouth and on the banks of the Tiber, to pre- 
vent the inhabitants from receiving any fupplies or provi- 
fions by water *. By thefe means the city, which was 
crouded with people, was foon reduced to great diftrefs : 
a famine began to rage, which was attended with a plague, 
arifing from the great number of dead bodies that lay in the 
ftreets unburied y . In this fituation, the unhappy citizens 
were obliged to fend deputies to treat with Alaric. Thefe 
were Bafilius, who had been prefeft of Rome in 395, 
and John, the emperor’s firrt fecretary. 

Alaric accepted their propofals, and agreed to raife the 
fiege, and ever after continue faithful to the Romans, upon 
their delivering up hoftages, and paying him hve thoufand 
pounds weight of gold, thirty thoufand of filver, four thou- 
fand fi Ik garments, three thoufand fkins of purple dye, and 
as many pounds of pepper. For raifing the required fum, 
the fenators were taxed according to their eftates ; but as 
they were not poflefled of fo much ready money, they had 
recourfe to the ornaments of the temples and images of the 
gods : fome of the latter, that were of gold or filver, they 
melted down, and, among the reft, that of Valour ; which 
being deftroyed, it was pretended that the ancient Roman 
valour was utterly extinguifhed, as hail been foretold by 
perfous well verfed in the rites and ceremonies of their 
country. The tieaty was ratified by Honorius, and the 
fum thus raifed fent to Alaric, who thereupon raifed the 
fiege, and retired with his army into Hetruria When 
1 h fSt > ihcho a PP eare ^ before Rome, the femue, with the conlent 

tut tv * and approbation of Placidia, the emperor’s filter, then in 

4 tath. the city, caufed Serena, the widow of Stilieho, to be mur- 
dered, upon a fnlfe fuppofition, fays Zofjinus, of her pri- 
vately corresponding with the enemy Lana, the widow 
of the emperor Gratian, and her mother Piflamenc, fignal- 
ized their humanity during the fiege, relieving, with great 
generofity, as Zofimus himfelf owns, the familhed citizens. 

While the Wcftern empire was thus mifcrably haraffed 
by the Barbarians, and rent into two parts by the ufurpa- 
tion of Conftantine, whom Honorius had been obliged to 
acknowlege for his partner in the fovereignty, a profound 
peace reigned over all the provinces fubjeift to Theodofius, 
though not yet eight years old. They were chiefly indebted 
for the happinefs they enjoyed to Anthemius, who taking 

* Soz, lib. ix. cap, 6. p. S07. y IJem ibid. Aug. ep. cap. 

cnwxiii. p. 2^. * Hier. ep. xi. xvi. p 93- >21. 
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upon him the adminiftration, difeharged the office of prime* 7^ happy 
miniller with an integrity hardly to be equalled in hidory. admtrr/ira- 
He was grand foil to Philippus, who had been prefect of tI0n C J 
the Eall under Conftantius, which office Anthemius him- 
felf difeharged from the year 405 to 414*. He was magif- '* 
ter officiorum b , ambaffitdor to the king of Perfia, conlul, 
and foou after pixfedtus pra torio. lie liad at lead one 
daughter, who was married to Procopius, by whom ihe had 
Anthemius, advanced to the empire in 46 9. 

Pie is commended by all the writers of thofe times as an //; f ( p a . 
experienced commander, an able (latefman, a zealous Chrif- ruder. 
tian, and one who had nothing fo much at heart as the 
glory of his prince, ami the happincfs ol the people". Pro- Whether 
on pi us writes, that Are.ulius, either diftrufting his brother y*wrdet 
Honorius, or apprifeil that the didrafted date of his own p*f/° atu)a j 
affairs would divert him from attending to thofe ol the Eall, Q p'p Qlnte< i 
betrged in his will ifdcgcides king of Peifia, with whom he guardian to 
had entered into a Lirirl alliance, to take upon him the the young 
care and tuition of Lire young prince : the iame writer adds, T u,u€ ‘ 
that ll’dcgcrdes, who was a piince of great gene roll ty, fent 
ambuffiudors to acquaint the fenate of ConlLmtinoplc, that 
lie acciptcd the charge, ami was ref med tu punilh fuch as 
fliould piefurie to raiie iliil ui fiances m the dale 1 '. 1 heo- 
phatics, who wrote alter Procopius, amt has borrowed from 
him the greaieil part of ins hiilory, adds, that Ifdegerdes, 
not being at leifuro to amid tEc a dmir. ill ration in perfon, 
fent Antiochus to Coml antmople, a pei ion of extraordinary 
abilities, and of an unblemilhcd chars tier, who difeharged 
the trull repoled in him with the greatell integrity till the 
year 414, when Pulchcria, taking upon her the atlmimf- 
tration, lie was deprived ol his auNiority and even of Ins 
life c (Z). In the courfc of this year the llunns and hquin, 

or 


3 Sncr. lib. vii. cap. 1. p 7 7 A. 

- Chryl. p So. A Procop. 

'■ Tlieoph. p 63. 

(Z) It is furprifing that fuch 
an event, one ol the nmd ?r- 
markable in hidory, fhould be 
taken notice of by no hiJtnrian 
before Procopius, who wrote 
a hundred and fifty years alter, 
and is olten guilty of confider- 
able miftakes, being milled by 
popular and ill-grounded tradi- 
tions, among which we may 

(1) Agath.li 


b Cod. Tlieod. lit. 6 p. 749 
Dell. Perl. lib. i. cap 2. p. ;• 

reckon this fuppofed lall will nl 
A 1 eailius ; for A gathi us tells m , 
that it was the common talk, 
having been Handed down by 
tradition from lather to ion ; 
bet that he found ir vouched 
by no writer except Procopius, 
rut even by thole who hud 
given a particular account oi 
the death of Arcadius ( 1). And 
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or Scyri, a northern nation, invaded Thrace, under the 
condu£t of Uldin, of whom we have made mention above ; 
but fome of their officers abandoning them to join the Ro- 
mans, they retired with great precipitation : however, the 
emperor’s troops engaging the Squiii before they could 
reach the Danube, cut great numbers of them in pieces, 
and took the reft prifoneis. By this overthrow that na- 
tion was almoft extirpated f . 

As Honorius, under various pretences, declined deliver- 
ing up the promifed hoftages to Alaric, and executing fome 
other articles of the treaty not mentioned by hiftorians, the 
fenate authorifed Attalus, Csecilianus, and Maximianus or 
Maximilianus,toreprefent in their name the evils that might 
thence accrue to the empire, efpecially the capital. But 
their remonftances were utterly difregarded by the emperor, 
milled, fays Zofimus, by Olympius, and Alaric’s enemies 
at court s. However, he raifed Attalus to the poll of comes 
largitionum, and Csecilianus to that of pnefeftus prretorio h . 
In the mean time Alaric, provoked at the emperor’s back- 
wardnefs in complying with the articles of the late treaty, 
left Hetruria, and, approaching R.ome, blocked it lip a 
fecond time, his army being reinforced with forty thoufnnd 
flaves, who had made their efcape out of the city. Hnno- 
rius fent fix thoufand chofen troops to the defence of the 
place ; but they were intercepted by Alaric’ s parties, and 
all either cut off or taken prifoners, except Valens their 
commander, Attalus, and about n hundred more, who, 
with much difficulty, efcaped to Rome. Maximilinnus, 
one of the prifoners, was ranfomed by his father with thirty 
thoufand pieces of gold. In the mean time Ataulphus was 
advancing to join Alaric. He had already palled the Ju- 
lian Alps, and entered the province of Venetia, when Ho- 
norius difpatched all the forces quartered in the neighbour- 
ing towns againft him, who cut in pieces eleven hundred 
of his men, with the lofs only of fifteen ; but notwithff and- 


f Soz. lib. ix. cap 6 . p. 807, 809- 
h Cod. Thcod. Chion. p. 153. 

indeed Socrates, Soznmen, 
Theodoret, Zofimus, Philollor- 
gius, both ProJpers, and Mar- 
cellinus, take not the lead no 
ticeof this memorable tranlac- 
tion. Ilidore of Pelufium, and 
Synefius (2) , mention an eu- 


g Zof. lib. v. p. 817— 819. 

nuch, named Antinchns, who, 
palling from the ferviec ot a 
Perliiin lord, named Narfes, to 
that of Thcodolius II. became 
preceptor to the young prince, 
which pci Imps gave rife to the 
above mentioned tradition, 
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ing this check, Ataulphus purfued his march, and joined 
Alaric. About this time, Olympius, the prime minifter, 
was difgraced, diverted of all his honours, and ilifcharged, 
the eunuchs of the court accuiing him to the emperor as 
the author of the prefent calamities. He was fucceeded by 
Jovius, then prefetl of Italy, a perfon much commended 
by Zofimus, a circumftance which gives us room to be- 
lieve him to have been a Pagan ; for he is fcarce ever fo 
Javiih of his praifes on thofe who prof died the Chrirtian 
religion. With Olympius feveral other officers were chang- 
ed. Attalus was made prefedl of Pome, and Demetrius 
comes largi tionum, or treafurcr, in his place. 

The fortliers, mutinying at Ravenna, demanded the 
heads of the two generals Turpilio and Vigilantius, and 
likcwift* uf Terentius and Arf.icius, the emperor’s two firrt 
chamberlains. The timorous prince, at the inrtigation of 
Jovius, perhaps the author of the tumult, ordered the two 
generals to be conveyed on board a veflel, in order to be 
lent into exile ; but the furthers, who were charged to con- 
dud them, put them both to death. Terentius was banifh- 
ed into the EaR, and Arfacius confined to the city of Mi- 
lan rt Eufebius was made great chamberlain in the room of 
Terentius- Valens fucceeded Turpilio in the poft of gene- 
ral of thehorfe; and the office of comes domefticorum, 
held by Vigilantius, was given to Ellebichus or Allobichus. 
Thefe were all creatures lo Jovius, whofe authority was 
thus firmly crtabliffied k . At the fame time Generidcs, by 
birth a Barbarian, was appointed general of the troops quar- 
tered in Rhictia, Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia ; which 
countries he protected with great fidelity again (1 the Barba- 
rians who attempted to invade them. Zofimus writes, 
that he was a Pagan, and that for his fake Honorius revok- 
ed the law excluding the Pagans from all employments. 
The fame law was repealed with refpett to heretics, efpe- 
cially the Donatifts, to whom fome churches were reftored, 
which had been formerly taken from them, the emperor 
following, in this particular, the advice of Jovius, of He- 
raclianus count of Africa, and of Macrobius the author of 
the Saturnalia, as is commonly believed, at that time pro- 
con ful of Africa *. 

Alaric having advanced to the neighbourhood of Rome, 
the fenate fent a fecond deputation to the emperor, preffing 
him to execute the articles of a treaty which he himfelf 
bad ratified. Alaric approved of this ftep, and appointed a 


365 


Ql\mpius 

difgraced* 


7/jt gene- 
ra /r Tur- 
piho and 
Vigilant rut 
put to 
death* 


1 Zof. p, 8 zd, Szi. k Phot. p. xfli* 
Cod. Theod- tit. 4- p, 159. 


1 Hi cr. Ep. viii. p. 

body 



Hworiuj 
ref lifts to 

£ amply 
uui h the 
pi oboJaL oj 
JJanc, 


and f’wears 
never to 
ike peace 
until him . 

jSlunc'j 

moderation. 


The Hijlory of the 

body of Goths to efcort the deputies, among whom was In- 
nocent bifhop of the city. At the lame time Alaric, by the 
advice of Jovius, with whom he had been intimately ac- 
quainted in Epirus, advanced with part of his army to ri- 
mimim, or Rimini, that he might be nearer at hand to treat 
with the emperor, than at Ravenna Jovius himfelf met 
him at Rimini ; and, after ionic conferences, wrote to 
court, advifing the emperor to comply with the articles 
formerly agreed to; or, if he thought them unreal uable, 
to fatisfy Al.inc by preferring him to the p d* .)/ com- 
mander in chief of all the Roman forces. 1 c this letter 
the emperor anfwered, that he was refoived never to prefer 
Alaric, or any of his people. The emperors letter :ie ; ng 
delivered to Jovius, while he was in Alaricbs tent, and he 
with the utmoil imprudence reading it out aloud, Alaric 
was fo inccnfed at the prince’s declaration, that he imme- 
diately decamped, direfting his march towards Rome: but, 
loon after, changing his resolution, lent ionic bifhnps to Ho- 
norius, with very moderate propofals ; for he offered to en- 
ter into a perpetual alliance with tlonorius, and to defend 
the empire againit all invaders, provided he would only 
fend him a fmall fum to pay his men their arrears, that they 
might not mutiny when difbanded, and allow them to fettle 
in Rhxtia and Noricum, which provinces paid but an in- 
confiderable tribute, and ncverthclefs obliged the emperor, 
as they were expofed to the incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians, to maintain numerous armies to defend them ; 
a talk which he took upon himlelf to difeharge, without 
putting the empire to the lent! expence. Thefe propofals, 
however realonable, were rejected, Jovius having, by his 
imprudence, cut ofF all means of accommodation for, ap- 
prehending the emperor might, from his late imprudent 
conduct, fufpetl him of privately favouring Alaric, he over- 
adled the contrary part, inducing the emperor to fwear, 
that he would never make peace, but wage perpetual war 
with Alaric : he himfelf, and all the olhcers, both civil and 
military, took the fame oath m . Alaric, though informed 
of thefe unaccountable proceedings, fent back the bifhops 
to Ravenna, earneltly intreating the emperor, who had not 
fuflicient forces to withlland him, not to fuller that (lately 
metropolis, which for fo many ages had been revered by 
all nations as miflrefs of the world, to become a prey to 
her enemies. 

But the emperor continuing in his former refolution, 
Alaric purfued his inarch to Rome ; and approaching the 
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city, acquainted the inhabitants with the emperor’s invin- 
cible obllinacy, inviting them, at the fame time, to confuk 
their own fafcly by joining him againfl Honorius. This 
propcfal they rejected at full with indignation ; but Alaric 
having, after a few days fiege, taken the ca file at the mouth 
of the liber, in which all the public pruvifions were lodged, 
they immediately opened their gates, and received him into 
the city, which he entered, attended by a fmall guard. He 
obliged the citizens to renounce their allegiance to Hono- 
mis, and acknowkge, not himfelf, but Attalus, then pre- 
feel of the city, for emperor. Attalus was a native of 
Ionia, and greatly beloved by Alaric and his Goths, be- 
cauie he had been baptifed by Scgiiarius their bifhop, con- 
kquently piofulled the doctrine of Arius, though he was, 
in his heart, a Pagan, according to Philoflorgius n . Attalus, 
thus created emperor by Alaric, made him, in return, 
commander in chief of all his forces, and Ataulphus his 
comes domeflicorum, dillributing the other great employ- 
ments amongll Pagans and Aiians. As it was a matter of 
the turnoff importance to lccure Africa, whence Rome was 
fupplied with provifions, Alaiic advifed the new emperor 
to fend thither a confiderable body of troops under the con- 
duct of Drumas, who was a Goth, and ail oflicer of great 
experience and add refs : but Attalus, contrary to the ad- 
vice of Alaric, fent Conllantine, or Conftans, a perfon en- 
tirely unacquainted with military affairs, and with him but 
a fmall number of troops, being allured by the arufpices, 
fays Sozomen, that Africa would immediately fubmit D . 
Put Conllantine was, upon his hill landing, cut oil, with 
all his men, by Heraclianus, who placed guards in all the 
ports of Africa, that no corn might be conveyed to Rome, 
winch was foon reduced to great dillrefs. 

In the mean time Attalus, without waiting for news from 
Africa, left Rome w th the fuccours he received from 
Alaric, with a defign to behege the emperor in Ravenna ; 
who, alarmed at his motions, difpatched Jovius, the prime 
minifter, Valens, general of the foot, Potamus, the quaeftor, 
and Julian, his firft lecretary, to wait his arrival at Rimini, 
and acquaint him, that the emperor was willing to acknow- 
lege him as his partner in the empire. But Attalus would 
only grant Honorius his life, and the liberty of retiring to 
what ifland he (hould clioofe for the place of his refidencc 
Jovius, in a private conference with Attalus, not only ad- 
vifed him to infift upon thefe terms, but fuggefted to him, 

n PhilDft. lib. xii. cap. 3. p. 533* 9 Soz, P> p Zof. 
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that he ought to maim the emperor, fo as to prevent his 
having iflue ; which wicked fuggeflion was rejected with 
horror, if Olympiodorus is to be credited, by Attalus him- 
felf. That treacherous minifler returned to court; but be- 
ing difpatched to the ufurper with new propofals, he con- 
tinued with him. Honorius, finding himfelf betrayed by 
his friends, and in no condition to oppofe fo many enemies 
at once, rcfolved to abandon Ravenna, and retire by fea 
Honorius into the Eaft ; but was diverted from that refolution by the 
reavvts a feafonable arrival of four thoufand men, fent by his ne- 
J ea J°j 2 a rJ* m phew Theodofius ; which encouraged him to continue at 
^Iheodojiu?. R avenna * an(1 wait the ifliie of the war in Africa. And 
indeed his arms were attended there with uncommon fuc- 
cefs ; for Attalus having, after the death of Conllantine, 
fent thither a body of troops more numerous than the 
firlt, Heraclianus cut them off like wife ; and not only con- 
tinued to keep the ports blocked up, fo that no provifions 
could be conveyed to Rome, but fent a feafonable fupply 
of money to Honorius, which he immediatclv diftributed 
among the l'oldiery, and by that largefs re-eilablilhcd his 
affairs In the mean time Ahric reduced all the cities of 
Liguria and Emilia, except Bunonia, which he was ob- 
liged to abandon, after having lain a confiderable time be- 
fore it. He caulcd Attalus to be proclaimed emperor, and 
obliged the people to fwear allegiance to him. 

While thefe things palled in Italy, Geroncius, to whom 
Conltans, the fon of Conllantine, had committed the go- 
vernment of Spain, revolting upon fome difgull, proclaim- 
Maximus e d Maximus for emperor, whom Olympiodorus fuppofes to 
^luui r have ^ cen h* s ^ 011j ^'hile 0t ’ icr writeis llyle him his client 
Gtrofiicus. or ereature 5 . O i oil us fpeaks of him as a perfon of a mean 
extraction, and altogether unknown. It was no fooner 
known in Gaul, that Geroncius had revolted, than the 
Vandals, Suevinns, Alans, and other Barbarians, whom 
Conltantine had fuffered to remain in that province, flew 
to arms, probably at the mitigation of the new ufurper, and 
made themfelves mailers of fcveral cities. The people, 
finding themfelves thus harraffed by the Barbarians, and ex- 
pecting no relief either from Honorius or Conllantine, re- 
V'll /F ' t0J13 * u l v ed to defend themfelves. The Britons were the firlt 
tie empire’ w ho, abandoning the empire, eltablilhed a new' form of go- 
1 vernment among themfelves, after having driven out the 
Scots or Irifh, who had invaded their country. Thus they 
continued a lree people till the year 421, or 422, when, 

q Zof. p. S29. Orof. lib. vii. cap, 42. p. 234. * Soz. p. 814. 
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overpowered by their warlike neighbours the Scots, they 
were forced to implore the protection of the emperor, and 
fubmit again to the laws of the empire. All the Armo- and the 
rici, fays Zofimus, that is, in the language of the Gauls, Armor uU 
the maritime people, followed the example of the Britons; 
and, fhaking off the Roman yoke, gave rife to a new ftate 
and government, which, notwithftanding all their efforts, 
proved of fhort duration, ft he Barbarians, comprehending 
the Vandals, the Alans, and the huevians, meeting with Th* Van- 
greater oppofition than they expefted from the inhabitants § lans * 
of Gaul, who had taken arms in their own defence, and fl7z; 
acquainted with the diftradled Hate of Spain, refnlved to Spain. 
try whether they could fettle in that country. They in- 
vaded it accordingly, and having made themfelves mafters 
of it, divided the provinces among them. 

As Heraclianus continued to keep the ports of Africa A great 
blocked up, and the lands in Italy had not been tilled for famine 
feveral years, occafioned by the wars, the Roman people 17t 
were reduced to feed upon cheftnuts ; even human fie fli 
was publicly fold, and feveral mothers were laid to have 
devoured their children This calamity obliged both Aln- 
ric and Attalus to repair to Rome, in order to advife with 
the fenate about the proper means of fupplying the city. 

Molt part of the fenators advifed fending into Africa a body 
of Goths, Alaric engaging that Drumas, one of his olh- 
cers, would reduce it with five hundred men only ; but 
Attalus openly declared, that he would not by any means 
employ Goths in that war; a declaration which fo piqued 
Alaric, who had already begun to confider Attalus not qua- 
lified for the high Ration to which he had been railed, that 
he refolved to depofe him, left, by his obftinacy and impru- 
dence, he fliould ruin his affairs. He was confirmed in 
this refolution by Jovius, who perfuaded him, that Atta- 
lus, fcorning to depend upon him, and to hold the empire 
upon precarious terms, was determined to take away his 
life. 

This conduff of Jovius has induced fome writers to be- 
lieve, that he maintained a private correfpondence with 
Honorius ; an d that he abandoned him with no other view 
than to betray Attalus r . Be that as it may, Alaric, finding 
the new emperor unequal to fo great a charge, and pro- 
voked at his late declaration and mifeonduft with refpect 
to the affairs of Africa, Tent deputies once more to Hono- 
rius, with very reafonable terms ; which the emperor 

■ Socrat. lib. ix. p. Jho. Zfrf. lib. vi. p. 830. 1 Philallorg. 
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Teeming inclined to accept, Alaric publicly (tripped the 
mock prince of all the enfigns of fovereignty, and Tent them 
to Honorius. He would not, however, deliver up either 
Attalus, or his Ton Ampelius ; but infifted upon their being 
pardoned, as their crime was owing more to him than to 
them Attalus being depofed, Alaric approached Raven- 
na, and (topped at a place called the Alps, about nine miles 
from that city, in order to ratify the treaty of accommoda- 
tion between him and the emperor. But this peaceable face 
of affairs was foon changed by an unfortunate and unforc- 
feen accident : Sarus, the Goth, commanded a body of 
three hundred men in Piccnum, without declaring either 
for Honorius or Alaric. However, Ataulphus, who bore 
him an irreconcileable hatred, refolved to deftroy him, and 
with this view marched at the head of a ftrong party againft 
him a circumftance which obliged Sarus to declare for IIo- 
norius, and retire to Ravenna. Olympiodorus writes, that 
Alaric was fo incenfed at the kind leception Sarus expe- 
rienced from the emperor, that he would hearken to no 
terms. On the other hand, Sozomen tells us, that Sarus, 
apprehending a peace would be prejudicial to him, fell un- 
expectedly upon the Goths, and put fume of them to the 
fvvord. However that be, it is certain that Alaric departed 
in a great rage from the neighbourhood of Ravenna, and 
returned to his army, encamped near Rome, as foon as 
Sarus hail joined the emperor, reftoring the purple, and 
other enfigus or majefty, to Modus ; but in a few days de- 
grading him again, as if he defigned to traduce, and expofe 
to ridicule, the imperial dignity w . Socrates relates, that 
having (hewed him to the fuldicry with all the enfign.s of 
fovereignty, he expofed him the very next day to public 
view in the drefs of a (lave x . 

Alaric blocked up Rome on all Giles, and as provifions 
were already very fearLe, reduced it in a few days to the 
utmoll extremity. Some authors, and among the rell St- 
Jerom y , write, that it held cut a long time; while others 
afTert, Alaric reduced it with fuch expedition, that Hono- 
rius, when told by one of his courtiers, that Rome was 
loft, underftood he meant a favourite cock beating that 
name, not being yet informed, that the city of Rome was 
befieged L . There is like wife a difagreement among au- 
thors as to the manner in which it was taken. Piocopius 
maintains, that Proba, an illuftrious Tioman matron, pity- 

u Ph «t cap. 80. p. iBi, Zof, lib. vi. p. 330. Soz. p. S10. Phil, 
lib. xii. cap. 3 p.533. w Orof- lib. vii cap. 41. p. 214. x Socr. 
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Bell. Vand- lib. i. cap. z. p. j So, 
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ing the unhappy condition of the people, reduced by the 
famine that prevailed in the city to the fatal necefiity of de- 
vouring one another, opened the gates in the night to the 
enemy. Sozomen fays it was taken by treachery, without 
explaining himfelf farther 3 ; but Orofius ufes the word 
irrumpit ; which feems to import, that the enemy took the 
city by afiault. Be this as it may, that proud and haughty 
city, ftyled the metropolis of the univerfe, after having 
triumphed over fo many nations, and extended her domi- 
nion from one end of the known world to the other, was, 
on the twenty-fourth of Augufl of the prefent year 410, 
taken by a Barbarian, who had not a foot of land which he 
could properly call his own. As fhe had, for the fpace of 
one thou land one hundred and fixty-three years, pillaged 
the reft of the world, and enriched herfelf with the fpoils 
of the plundered nations, fhe underwent, in the end, the 
fame fate, and fullered, in her turn, the fame calamities 
which Ihe had brought upon others. 

Alaric, addrefTing his foldiers, told them, that all the 
wealth lodged in the city was their’s, and therefore he gave 
them full liberty to feize it ; but at the fame time he ftnft- 
Jy commanded them to Ihed the blood of none but fuch as 
they fhould find in arms; and, above all, to fpare thofe 
who fhould take funQuary in the holy places, efpecially in 
the churches of the apoftles St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
he named becaufe they were molt fpaeious, and confe- 
quently capable of affording an afylum to great numbers 
of people. Having given thefe orders, he abandoned the 
city to his Goths, who treated it no better, according to 
St. Jerom, than the Greeks are faid to have treated ancient 
Troy c ; for after having plundered it for the fpace of three, 
or, as others affirm, of fix days, they fet fire to it in 
feveral places ; fo that the (lately palace of Salluft, and 
many other magnificent buildings, were reduced to afhes . 
Procopius writes, that there was not in the whole city 
one houfe left entire d ; and both St. Jerom and Philo- 
florgius c , that the great metropolis of the empire was re- 
duced to a heap of ruins. 1 hough many of the Goths, 
purfuant to the orders of rheir general, refrained from kill- 
ing thofe who made no refiftance, yet others, more cruel 
and blood-thirfty, maffacred all they met; fo that the 
ftreets in fome quarters of the city were foon covered with 
heaps of dead bodie , and fwimming in blood . However, 
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not the lead injury was offered to thofe who had fled to 
the churches ; and the Goths themfelves conveyed thither, 
as to places of fafety, fuch as they were defirous fhould be 
fpared s. Many of the ftatues of the gods, which had 
been left entire by the emperors as excellent pieces of art, 
w r ere on this occaiion deftroyed, either by the Goths, who, 
though moftly Arians, were zealous Chriftians, or by a 
dreadful ftorm of thunder and lightning, which fell at the 
fame time upon the city. The Pagans aferibed the calami- 
ties which Rome fufFered, to its having banifhed the gods, 
by whom it had often been protefted againft much more 
powerful enemies. Thefe calumnies St. Auflin confuted 
in his 8 1 ft, 105th, and io6th fermons, in another intituled. 
Of the Deftruftion of the City of Rome h , and in his great 
work De Civitate Dei, wherein he fliews, that Rome had 
fuffered greater afflictions before it embraced the true 
faith* and that it was preferved by the Chriftian religion 
from total deflruClion \ 
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CHAP. LXIV. 

The Hiflory of the Eaflern and Wejiern Empire , 
from the taking of the City by the Goths , to 
the Death of Theodofius II. 

A LARI C having remained, according to fome, fix, 
according to others, only three days in Piome, retired 
into Campania, carrying with him immenfe wealth, and a 
great number of captives •, among whom was Placidia, the 
filler of Honorius, whom he treated with all the refpeft 
due to her rank and fex. After he had ravaged Campania, 
Lucania, Samnium, Apulia, Calabria, and the country of 
the Brutii, he approached the ftraits of Sicily, with a deflgn 
to vifit that ifland, and afterwards Africa, which he intend- 
ed to reduce ■, but the fleet he bad prepared for that pur- 
pofe having fuffered great damage in a florm, be continued 
in the neighbourhood of Rhegium, deliberating what far- 
ther meafures he fhould take ; but before be came to any 
refolution, he was fuddenly feized with ficknefs, which 
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carried him off in a few days k . The Goths were deeply H . 
concerned for the death of their monarch; fearing the the 
Romans ftiould offer fome indignity to his bones, they turn- bourhood oj 
ed the courfe of the Bufento near Cofenza, in the Farther ^hrgium. 
Calabria ; and having buried him, with many lich fpoils 
brought from Rome, in the bed of the river, they reflored 
the waters to their natural current, and killed all the flaves 
they had employed in the work. Having taken this pre- 
caution, they raifed to the throne Ataulphus, brother-in- j fau u^ 
law to the deceafed prince, who had married his filler, chofen king 
Jornandcs writes, that he returned to Rome, and pillaged in his 
that city a fecond time. But of this fecond definition of roomt 
Rome no mention is made by any of the writers who llou- 
riflied at that time. 

While the Barbarians were ravaging Italy on one fide, Conflantht 
Conflantine, leaving Gaul, entered it on the other, pre- invades , 
tending that he was marching to the adillance of llono- ^ la b\ 
rius, though his real defign was to llrip him of the few 
provinces that remained under his dominion. With this 
view he advanced as far as Verona ; but while he was pre- 
paring to pafs the Po, in order to march to Ravenna, and 
confer with the emperor about the molt proper meafures 
to be taken in the prefent juncture, he received news of 
the unhappy, but deferved end of Alabicus or Allobicus, 
one of Honorius’s generals, whom that prince had caufed 
to be executed, upon a well-grounded fufpicion of his pri- 
vately correfponding with the ufurper 1 . This calaflrophc but repajfes 
Conflantine no fooner underftood, than he repafled the the Alps m 
Alps, and retired to Arles, where he found his foil Con- 
ftans driven out of Spain by the Barbarians. Geroncius, ta 
who had joined them againlt him, purfued him into Gaul ; 
a circumflance which obliged Conllantine to fend Ldobicus, 
one of his generals, to procure fupplies among the franks 
and Germans, and commit the guard of Vienne, and the 
other cities oti the Rhone, to his foil Conllaiis. But Ge- Can/lans 
roncius, mean time, invefling Vienne, took the place; ta ^ o and 
and having put Conllaiis, whom lie found in it, to death, ^ 

advanced without oppofition to Arles, and clofely hefieged cex.uaus, 
Conflantine himfelf" 1 . W^hile the Weftern empire was ivhobe- 
tlius involved in calamities, the provinces in the Baft en- JiegaCon- 
joyed profound peace, under the wife adminiflration of j 

k Orof lib. ii. cap. 19. p. 164. Socrat. lib. vii. cap. id. p. 347 - 
Philoft. lib. xii. cap. 3. p. 543- Aug. Civ. Dei, lib. i. cap. id. p. S. 
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Anthemius j fo that nothing remarkable happened there, ex- 
cept the difgrace of Andronicus, governor of the Pentapolis, 
who, for his tyrannical extortions, was firft excommuni- 
cated by Synefius, bifhop of Ptolemais, the metropolis of 
that province, and afterwards removed by Anthemius from 
his government n . 

In the following year, 4 1 1, Honorius fent Conftantius, 
an officer of great experience and addrefe, inviolably at- 
tached to the interefl of his prince, into Gaul, with what 
troops he could fpare, to oppufe Conflantine, whom, after 
his entering Italy, the emperor no longer confidered as his 
partner in the empire, but as a public enemy. Conftantius 
was not by birth a Barbarian, but a Roman ; that is, he 
was born a fubjeft of the empire, according to Olympio- 
dorus, in the city of Panaifa in Ulyricum. Valcfius fup- 
pofes, upon what authority we know not, that he was a 
native of NaifTus in Dacia, the birth-place of Conflantine 
the Great He was a man of extraordinary parts, well- 
fhaped in his perfon, agreeable in his conversation, frank, 
generous, an enemy to all diffimulation and reftraint, dif- 
interefted, brave, and equally capable of commanding an 
army and governing the ftate. He was no fooner named 
for this expedition, than he departed, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, for Gaul, where he was joined, upon his 
firft arrival, by moft of the troops of Geroncius, then em- 
ployed in reducing the city of Arles, in which was Con- 
Rant ine himfelf, as we have related above. 

Geroncius, finding himfelf abandoned by his men, raifed 
the fiege, and fled into Spain, where the few foldiers who 
attended him, provoked at his unfeafonable feverity, at- 
tacked him in the houfe where he was lodged ; which he 
defended, though affifted only by one friend, and a few 
flaves, with great refolution and intrepidity, killing three 
hundred of the afTailants At length the flaves, confult- 
ing their own fafety, made their efcape ■, Geroncius might 
have made his efcape alfo, had he been able to prevail 
upon himfelf to forfake his wife, whom he tenderly loved. 
Being overpowered, and cut oft from every refource, he re- 
folved to lay violent bands on himfelf. His wife Nonni- 
cbia, apprifed of this refolution, earneftly intreated him to 
put her to death rather than fuffer her to fall into the hands 
of the incenfed foldiery. Moved with her tears, he firft 
difpatched her, then his friend, and laftly himfelf p . Maxi- 
mus, whom Geroncius had declared emperor, was fecured 

" Syncf. cap. 74. p. 220. Q Val. Rer, Franc. lib« iii. p 107. 
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and brought to Conftantius, who (tripped him of the en- Maximus 
figns of majefty, but fpared his life, as an inoffenfive per- tahn, but 
fon, and incapable of giving the lead umbrage. hu hfe 

Conftantius purfued the fiege of Arles, which Geroncius lP ar£li ’ 
had begun. Conft.mtine, who was in the place with his 
fecond fort, Julian, defended the city four months, in ex- 
pectation of the fuccours which Edobicus was feut to pro- 
cure amongfh the Franks, and other German nations. Edo- 
bicus arrived at length, at the head of an army much more 
numerous than that of ConftunLius ; which fo terrified the 


emperor’s generals, that they thought of abandoning the 
fiege, and retiring to Italy. But their retreat being cut off 
by the enemy, they were forced to rifk a battle. Ulphilas, The Cer ■ 
therefore, who commanded under Conftantius, padingthc com. 

Rhone with a ftrong detachment of foot, concealed himfelf thi i 

among the woods, till the enemy palled, and were ready Cvnflan- 
to engage Conflantius ■, when, falling fuddeuly upon their ti^edc- 
rear, while Conftantius charged them in front, they were ft ate J* 
immediately routed. Edobicus fled to the houfe of a 
Gaulifh lord, named Ecdices, who, notwi th Handing the 
many favours he had received at his hands, firuck ofl his 
head, and carried it to Conftantius, v,ho ordered the 
traitor to depart the camp that inftant, left his prefence 
fliould draw down from heaven fome misfortune upon the 


whole army 1 . Conflantius returned to Arles, which dill 
held out with great obftinacy, till news were brought to the 
Roman camp, that Jovinus, having ufurped the imperial 
title in Farther Gaul, was advancing in full march to Ailes, 
at the head of a foimidable army, confiding of Alemans, 
Franks, Burgundians, and Alans, with a defign to fall on 
the emperor’s army. Upon this intelligence Conflantius 
complied with the terms which had been propofed before 
by the befieged, but rejected by him ; importing, that he 
fliould grant a general indemnity, and prnmife, upon oath, 
that the lives of Confhntine and Julian fliould be fpared. 
In confequence of this capitulation the gates were opened, 
and the victorious army was received into the town. Con- 
llantine had fome time before diveded himfelf of the pur- 
ple, and, taking fanCluary in a church, caul'ed himfelf to 
be ordained pried, thinking that character would prote 
him from the emperor’s jud refentment. Conftantius, ne- 
verthdefs, caufed both him and his fon to be fecured and 
lent into Italy, where they were, by the emperor’s orders, 
beheaded about thirty miles from Ravenna. Hononus 
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would not grant them their lives, becaufe they had aflaffi- 
nated his two coufins Didymius and Verinianus ; but as 
they had been promifed indemnity by his lieutenant, the 
Chriftian as well as the Pagan writers condemn this a£tion 
as a breach of faith unworthy of a prince. About the fame 
time that ConfLantine diverted himfelf of the purple, Jo- 
vinus, or, as he is ftyled by Sozomen and Philoftorgius, 
Jovianus, aflumed it at Mundiacum, fays Olympiodorus r \ 
which fome take to be Mentz. He was descended from 
one of the mod illuftrious families in Gaul, and is faid to 
have caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor at the indi- 
cation of Goar, king of the Alans, and Guntarius, or Gon- 
dicarias, prince of the Burgundians s . It appears from his 
medals that he reduced Treves 1 ; but his reign was Ihort, 
as will foon appear. In the Part the tranquility which 
the people had long enjoyed was difturbed this year 
by the Aufurians, a JVloorifh nation, who, breaking into 
the Pentapolis, ravaged that province ; but were foon driven 
out by Anyfius, who had fucceedcd Andronicus in that 
government. The Saracens likewife committed great dif- 
orders on the frontiers of Egypt, Paleftine, Phoenicia, and 
Syria. 

The following year, 412, when Honoriuswas conful the 
ninth time, and Theodofius the fifth, the Goths at length 
left Italy, either in virtue of a treaty between Honorius and 
Ataulphus their new king, as Jornandes feems to fuppofe u , 
or becaufe they had already exhaufted that country of its 
wealth. However that be, quitting Italy, they broke into 
Gaul, ravaging the countries through which they parted. 
Upon their arrival in that province, Attalus, whom Ataul- 
phus had brought thither, advifed the Goth to join Jovinus 
againft Honorius, and divide Gaul between them. Ataul- 
phus and Jovinus met upon that propofal ; but all we know 
of their interview is, that Jovinus was difpleafed to fee 
Ataulphus and his Goths in Gaul w . Sarus, whom we 
have often mentioned, having about this time revolted from 
Honorius, becaufe he refufed to punifh the authors of the 
murder of one of his officers, named Bellerid, was going 
into Gaul, to offer his fervice to Jovinus *, which defign 
doming \o the ears of Ataulphus, his implacable enemy, 
he went to meet him, at the head of a thoufand men. Sa-* 
vus, though attended only by twenty perfons, defended 
himfelf with fuch tefolution, that it was with the utmoft 
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pjre, contrary to the opinion ot Ataulphus, who was fo pro- 
voked at his promotion, that he privately difpatchcd de- 
puties to Honorius, offering to reltore his fitter Placidia 
and to fend him the heads of the two ufurpers, provided he 
would fupply his men with a certain quantity of corn. 

The emperor having readily complied with his demand, 
Ataulphus foon found an opportunity of difpatching Se- 
baftian; but Jovinus, upon the news of his death, fled to 
Valence, where he was clofely befieged, and, in the end, 
forced to fubmit to Ataulphus, who delivered him to l)ar- u taken, 
danus, prefeft of Gaul, by whofe order he was flain at Nar- a11li P ut 
bonne. Idatius afcribes the defeat of the two ulurpers to deathm 
the generals of Honorius, who had perhaps joined Ataul- 
phus. Dardanus, at this time prefeft of Gaul, is highly 
commended by St. Jerom and St. Auftin, who wrote fe- 
veral letters to him; but Apollinaris Sidonius, who is like- 
wife honoured with the title of Saint, paints him as a per- 
son of a moil infamous chara&er, in whom centered all the 
vices of the three ufurpers, Conllantine, Jovinus, and Gc- 
roncius Y - 

The next confuls were Lucius and Heraclianus : but the Heraclia - 
name of the latter was ernfed out of the fafti ; for he re- nus revolts 
volted this year from Honorius, and caufing himfelf to be xn 
proclaimed emperor in Africa, which he had with fo much 
bravery defended againft Attalus, he equipped a fleet which 
is faid to have been more numerous than tliofe of Xcrxe9, 
of Alexander, or any other monarch mentioned in hiltory z . 

With this formidable armada, he failed from Africa, and, 
landing in Italy, marched to Rome, which his approach L an j s ; n 
threw into the utmofl: confternation \ but count Marinus Italy \ but t 
marching out to meet him, at the head of all the troops he Jdzedwith 
could alfemble, the ufurper, feized with a fudden panic, " > 
ftiamefully fled, and, haftening on board one of his veflels, turls to^ 
returned alone to Carthage. Upon his flight, his men im- Africa j 
mediately fubmitted, and were pardoned by Honorius, who 
foon after publifhed a law, and addrefled to the people of 
Africa, wherein he declared Heraclianus a public enemy, 
and impowered every one to apprehend, and put him to 
death. He was, foon after his return to Carthage, difeo- 


difficulty he was taken alive, after having killed with his 
own hand great numbers of the enemy. Ataulphus caufcd 
him foon after to be put to death ; an execution which as 
he was a brave and experienced officer, created a mifunder- 
ftanding between Jovinus and Ataulphus. Jovinus foon 
after took his brother Sebaftian for his partner in the em- 
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where he vercd by fome foldiers in an ancient temple, and by them 
is di/cover- immediately difpatched \ At this period, the Franks pil- 
laged Gaul, fet fire to the city of Treves, and laid wade 
the neighbouring country b . The Burgundians, who had 
entered Gaul in 407 with the Vandals and Alans, fubdued 
the country now known by the name of Alface or Alfatia. 
Conftantius, who had reduced the reft of Gaul after the 
death of the two ufurpers Conftantine and Jovinus, 
inarched againft them ; but they demanding leave to fettle in 
Gaul, as friends and allies of the Roman people, the Roman 
general, not venturing to drive them to defpair, perfuaded 
the emperor to grant them part of the country which they 
had conquered c . Ataulphus had promifed to reftore to 
Honorius his fifter Placidia, taken prifoner in Rome, but 
treated by him, as fhe had been by Alaric, with the utmoft 
refpett. Conftantius, hoping the emperor would give her 
to him in marriage, was continually preffing Ataulphus to 
comply with this article ; but, as Honorius had not yet 
fent the corn he had promifed the Goths, Ataulphus, who 
defired to marry Placidia himfelf, refufed to part with her, 
till the emperor had executed the treaty, which he was not 
at that time in a condition to perform : however, the Ro- 
mans ftipulated to fend the corn as foon as Placidia was re- 
ftored ; and Ataulphus to reftore Placidia as foon as the 
corn w'as fent rt . 

After matters had continued for fome time in this fitua- 
tion, Ataulphus, at lnft, thinking himfelf deluded by the 
Ataulphus Romans, renewed hoftilities ; and having reduced the cities 
makes h'm- 0 f Narbonne and Touloufe, advanced as far as Marfeilles, 
of Nar- but met there w'ith fuch vigorous refiftance from count 13o- 
bonne and nifacius, that he was forced to abandon the enterprize, and 
7 uuloufe . retire, after having loft great numbers of his men, and been 
himfelf w'ounded. From Marfeilles he direfted his march 
to Bourdeaux, where he Was received as a friend e . In the 
Eaft, Lucius, a Pagan, who commanded the troops attend- 
ing the court, provoked at the zeal of Theodofius in extir- 
pating idolatry, refolved to fave it from utter ruin by aflaf- 
fucius at- finating his prince. With this defign he went to the pa- 
tempts the lace, and was thrice upon the point of drawing his fword ; 
vuL r.ui. but is faid to have been deterred from executing his wicked 
Q ' ' purpofe by a woman of an extraordinary llature, and 

threatening afpeft, who, as often as he put his hand to his 
fword, appeared to him, holding the emperor in her 

1 Id at. Cliron. b Greg. Tur. lib. ii, cap. 9 p. 63. c Orof. 

cap. 43. p. ZZ4. Val p. 136. Buch de Belg. p. 440. Coint. Anna). 
Ecc ef. Fran. ann. 407. d Phot. cap. 8o p. 183. e Ruth. 

Jibi.p 137. Phot, p 185. Hier. ep- Jti. p. 93. 
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arms (D). This year the city of Conftantinople wasrurmund-’ 
ed with the walls which Socrates flyles the Great Walls f . 
Thofe which had been built by Conltamine the Great were 
pulled down, and this new work, twenty miles in circuit, 
was completed in two months s. But this fat): we can 
hardly believe upon the authority of Nicephorus. It was 
called the New Wall, and the Wall of Theodofius h . The 
emperor publifhed, at this juncture, feveral laws againft the 
Re-baptizers, the Eunomians, the Sabbatians, and the Pro- 
topafehites, who, in the celebration of Eafter, differed from 
the church as to the day, and therefore ftyled themfelves 
Protopafch ites, as if they followed the primitive practice 
and inftitution. 

The next confuls w’ere Confhntius and Conflans, both 
generals, the former in the Welt, and the latter in the Eaft. 
The negotiations between Honorius and Ataulphus, inter- 
rupted by the taking of Narbonne and Touloufe, were 
now refumed. But the more the Goth was prelTcd by Con- 
ftantius to reflorc Plaeidia, the higher be raifed bis de- 
mands, that the emperor refilling to comply with them, he 
might have a more plauHLle excufe fur detaining her. In 
the end, by means of Candidianus, he prevailed upon her 
to marry him ; and the nuptials were celebrated at Nar- 
bonne, in the month of January of the year 414, with the 
utmofl pomp and fclemnity. Plaeidia appealed on that 
occalion fitting on a bed of Bate, and Ataulphus in the 
Roman drefs. lie yielded to the royal bride the moft ho- 
nourable place, and prefented her with fifty bufins filled 
with pieces of gold, and fifty with jewels and precious 
ftones of incltimablc value, part of the fpoils of Rome. At- 
talus aflifted at the ceremony, and fang the epithalamium, 
or nuptial fong 1 ; a degrading fumftion for one who had 
been veiled with the imperial dignity ! Honorius did not, 
it appears, confent to this marriage; for foon after AtauJ- 
ph us obliged Attalus to refume the purple, and caufed him 
to be acknowledged emperor by his Goths. However, he 


f Soc- lib. vii. cap 1. p. 334. 
h Cange de Conit. p. 3S — 40. 
Idat. Cliron. 

(D) Such is the account of 
Damafcus, a Pagan writer, who 
flnurifhed about the end of 
the prefent century. Photius, 
who copied it from him, calls 
it 3 muu remarkable event, and 


g Gicepli. lib xiv. cap. 1. p. 43S. 
1 (Jlymp. apud Phot. p. iSH. 

not to be queflioned, fince re- 
lated by a Pagan writer ( 1 ) : but 
it is not, however remarkable, 
taken notice of by any other 
hiftorian. 
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wiflied for nothing fo much as to conclude a lading peace 
with Honorius ; and elevated Attalus anew with no other 
defign than to intimidate the emperor, and oblige him to 
grant him, and his Goths, more favourable terms k . But 
Conftantius, and his party at court, defeated all the mea- 
fures taken by Ataulphus and Placidia to bring about an 
accommodation : they would not fuffer the emperor to 
hearken to any overtures, however reafonable ; fo that the 
war being renewed, Ataulphus was finally obliged to quit 
Gaul, and retire into Spain. 

During thefe tranfaftions in the Wed, Pulcheria, fider 
to the emperor Theodofius, being declared Auguda in the 
tad, on account of her extraordinary wifdom and piety, af- 
fumed the adminidration, Anthemius thinking her better 
qualified for it than himfelf, though fhe had juft then en- 
tered only the fixteenth year of her age, and was but two 
years older than the emperor. As fhe was endowed with 
extraordinary parts, and eminent for piety, her adminidra- 
tion proved equally advantageous to the date and the 
church. Theodofius II. excelled, perhaps, in piety and re- 
ligion, even his grandfather Theodofius the Great, which 
all authors agree to have been owing to the uncommon care 
Pulcheria took ininfpiring him with thofc religious maxims, 
by which fhe ruled her own aftions *. In the very begin- 
ning of her adminidration, die perfuaded the young prince 
to difmifs the eunuch Antiochus, of whom hereafter, and 
to remit whatever was due to the treafury from the year 
368 to 407 m . 

In the following year, when Honorius was conful the 
tenth time, and Theodofius the fixth, Theodofius the fon 
of Ataulphus and Placidia died in Spain, whither his father 
had retired with his Goths ; and was buried in a filver 
coffin near Barcelona, in a place of prayer, fays Olympio- 
dorus n , that is, in a church. Ataulphus himfelf did not long 
furvive him ; for he was killed this very year at Barcelona, 
in the month of Augud or September. He was dabbed in 
his dable by one of his own countrymen and domedics, 
named Dobbius, whofe former mader, a leading man 
among the Goths, Ataulphus had murdered feveral years 
before. Jojnandcs fuppofes him to have waged war with 
the Vandals in Spain, and to have been killed three years 
after he had reduced that country by Vernulphus, whofe 
former mader Ataulphus had murdered 11 . Ataulphus, when 
dying, charged his brother, not named by our hidorian, to 

h Olymp. a purl. Phot. p. 184. 1 Sox. p. Boo. m Theoph p. 70, 

* Olymp- apud Phot. p. S&. ' * Jorn, Rer. Goth. cap. 31. p. 655. 

reftore 
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reflore Placidia to the Romans, and to live in friend (hip 
with them?. But the Goths, inftead of his brother, chofe 
for their king Sigeric, the brother of Sarus, who immedi- 
ately ordered the fix children that Ataulphus had by a former 
wife, to be inhumanly murdered, revenging, by that piece 
of cruelty, the death of his brother He even obliged Pla- 
cidia to walk with other captives twelve miles before his 
chariot. But he was affaffinated by his own people the fe- 
venth day after his election, and Vallia chofen in his room, 
after he had caufed all thofe to be murdered who ftood in 
competition with him for the crown. This year Theodo- 
fius. by a law dated the feventh of December, excluded 
the Pagans from all employments both civil and military r . 
By another law, dated the nineteenth of Oftober, be dr- 
pofed Gamaliel, patriarch of the Jews, for having abufed 
his authority. Gamaliel is fuppofed to be the lalt patriarch 
of that nation, which was henceforth governed by primates 
chofen by the councils of the provinces, whereas the patri- 
archal dignity was hereditary. 

Theodofius leaving Conftantinople for the firft time, re- 
tired to Eudoxiupolis, called formerly Selymbria, on the fea- 
coaft between Conftantinople and Fleraclea, anti continued 
partly there, partly at Heraclca, till the twenty-ninth of Sep- 
tember s . The following year, 417, when Honorius was 
conful the eleventh time, and Conftantius the fccond, the 
emperor, to reward the fcrviccs of that brave general, gave 
him in marriage his fifter Placidia, an honour to which he 
had been long afpiring. Placidia could not be prevailed 
upon to give her confent ; but the emperor feizing her 
hand, gave it in fpight of her to Conftantius'. They were 
married on the firft of January, when Conftantius entered 
upon his fecond confulftiip. A few months after Honorius, 
leaving Ravenna, repaired to Rome, which he entered in 
triumph, caufing Attalus, brought for that purpofe from 
Lipari, to walk before his chariot. When the triumph 
was over, Attalus was remanded to the place of his exile, 
and Honorius returned foon after to Ravenna I11 the Ealk 
nothing remarkable happened befides an earthquake, which 
overturned feveral houfes at Conftantinople* an t city 

of Cybyra in Phrygia r 

Honorius being conful the twelfth time, and IheodoGus 
the eighth, Vallia died, leaving behind him one daughter, 
married to a Suevian, by whom fhe had R.cmer, who 

P Olymp. apud Phot. p. 1 »*- ’ Orof P- 5dZ ’ ,lb ' 

r Cod. Tluod. lib. «vi. tit. .cleg. ... p- *93 T| d ; 

lib. vii. cap. 36. p. 38.- t 01 ymp.-p. iga. Cod. 

Chron. p. 164. w Citron Alex. p. 71 * completed 
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completed the ruin of the Weftern empire. The deceafcd 
prince was iucceeded by lhcodoric, called by fome Theo- 
dorus, and by others Theodorides x . In the Eaft Plintha, 
a Goth, revolted, but was defeated in Paleftine y ; which 
is all we know of this war. Plintha, notwithftanding his 
defeat, mull have concluded an advantageous peace with 
Theodofius ; for he M as raifed the following year to the 
confular dignity, and preferred to the poft of general of 
the Roman horfe and foot, in which he acquitted himfelf 
with great reputation and fidelity z . In the confullhip he 
bad Monaxius for his colleague, another of Theodofius’s 
officers ; fo that both confuls were, in 419, fubjedts of the 
Eaftern empire, as they had been in 417, of the Weftern. 
Of the two confuls one was, generally fpeaking, chofen in 
the Eaft, the other in the Weft ; and he named the firft, 
who was firft in rank ; if they were equal, each named in 
the firft place his own cnnful. 

On the fecond or third of July Placidia was delivered at 
Ravenna of a fon, who w.is named Valentinian, and fuc- 
ceeded Honorius in the empire. Nothing happened this 
year in the Eaft which hiftorians have thought worthy of 
recording, except an attempt upon the life of Aetius, pre- 
fect of Conftantinople, who M as attacked by an aflaffin, 
named Ceivachus, as he M'as returning from the great 
church a . We are not told what gave occafiun to this at- 
tempt, nor what became of the aft a (Tin. By a law dated 
the twentv-fourth of September, Theodofius declared thofe 
guilty of death M'ho Ihould teach the Barbarians the art of 
building drips, to which they M ere yet ftrangeis b . 

In die following year, M'lien Theodofius was conful the 
ninth time, with Conftantius the third, the army mutinied 
in the Eaft, ami murdered their general Maximinus, as we 
find in the chronicle of Marcelliuus ■, but of this mutiny no 
mention is made by any other writer. 

In the Weft nothing remarkable happened this year; 
hut under the following confuls, Agricola and Euftatius, 
the emperor Honorius, on the eighth of February, raifed 
Conllaiitius to the imperial dignity, declared him his col- 
league, and gave the title of Augufta to his wife Placidia c . 
The images of Conftantius and Placidia were fent to Con- 
ftantinople, with the news of their promotion ; butTheo- 
dolius refufed, for m hat reafon we know not, to acknow- 
lege them ; a refufal which would have kindled a war be- 

* Joi n. p. 659. Olymp. p 193. y Phil nR. lib. xii. cap. 8. p. 

166. z Suer. lib. v. tap. 23. p. 292. a Chron. Alex. p. 710. 

b Cod. Theod. lib, ii. rit. 40. leg. 24 p. 322. c Tlieoph. p. 7 a> 

Ulymp. p. 152. Mar. Chron. 
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tween the two empires, had not Conflantius died fooh 
after, having reigned feven months, a few days excepted 
He was buried at R.avenna, where he died of a pleurify, in a 
maufoleum built by his widow Placidia, near the church of 
St. Vitalis The emperor Theodofius married Eudocia 
on the feventh of June, on which occafion there wc re great 
rejoicings at Conftantinople. Eudocia was the daughter of 
an Athenian philofophcr, named Heraclitus, upon whofc 
death her two brothers, Gefiusnnd Aurelianus, defrauding 
her of her fhare of her father’s eftate, fhe went to Conftan- 
tinople to implore the protection of Pulcheria. As {he 
had been inftr Lifted by her father with extraordinary care 
in leveral languages, and in every branch of literature, and 
was befnles remarkable for her beauty and engaging beha- 
viour, Pulcheria, after fevcral conferences, began to think 
her a proper match for her brother Theodofius, whom ac- 
cordingly fhe perfuaued to marry. So fhe is reprefented by 
the modern Greeks*, but the ancient writers tell us, that 
fhe was the daughter, not of the philofopher Heraclitus, 
but of Leontius, an Athenian fophift, or profeflbr of elo- 
quence at Athens c . Before the nuptials were celebrated, 
Theodofius caufed her to be baptized by Atticus, bifhop of 
Conftantinople, who changed the name of Athenais, which 
flie bore before, into that of Eudocia r (F). The two bro- 
thers of Eudocia, infoimed of her good fortune, and con- 
feious to themfclvcs of their behaviour towards her, ab- 
fconded j but fhe, inftead of refenting the injury, invited 
them both to court, and railed them to great preferments L 


d Philoft. lib. xii. cap. 12. p. 537. 
f Evag. lib. i. cap. 20. p. 297. 

P- 7 * 4 - 

(F) She compofed a poem on 
a vidfury obtained by the Ro- 
mans over the Perfians. She 
likewife put into hexameter 
verfe the five books of Mofes, 
with thofe of Jofhua, of the 
Judges, and of Ruth. This 
performance, which confilled 
of eight books, is much com- 
mended by Photius, as is like- 
wife the paraphrafe, which the 
fame princefs wrote in verfe 
upon the 'prophecies of Zecha- 
riah and Daniel, and Photius 

(i)Phot. cap. 8 > p- 4 1 3— 4 1 ^* 
Cange Byz, Fam- p. 7 1 * 


c Socr. lib- vii. p. 360. 
g Zoiiar- p. 44. Chron. Alex. 

found, with a poem on St. Cy- 
prian and St. Juftin, performed, 
without all doubt, fays that 
writer, by the fame hand(i). 
Zonaras mentions another work 
of the fame emprefs, which he 
calls Homer’s Rhapfody. It 
contained the hiftory of our 
Saviour, and entirely confided 
of verfes borrowed from Ho- 
mer. It was begun by a pa- 
trician, fays Zonaras, but com- 
pleted by Eudocia (2). 

(1) Zon. tom- iii P 37 * 
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The peace which had Jong fubfifted between the Romans 
and Perfians, was broken, and a war kindled between the 
two empires on the following occafion. Vararanes V. who 
had fucceeded his father Ifdegerdes in the kingdom of Per- 
fia, having, at the inftigation of the Magi, raifed a perfe- 
cution againft the Chriftians in his dominions, great num- 
bers took refuge in the Roman territories, and repaired to 
Conrtaiitinople, where they were received with great kind- 
nefs by Atticus, bifhop of that city, and by him recom- 
mended to the emperor, who was fo far from delivering 
them up when demanded by the Perfian ambafladors, that, 
oil the contrary, he declared his refolution of defending 
them, and the religion they profefl'cd, with the whole 
Itrength of the empire. Some mifundcrftanding had be- 
fore arifen between the two princes, the Perfian king re- 
futing to fend back fome workmen, whom he had hired 
from the Roman territories, to dig in mines of gold, which 
he had lately difcovered. Betides the Perfians had plun- 
dered and infulted fome Roman merchants trading to their 
country h . 

Upon thefe provocations, as Vararanes continued to per- 
fecute the Chriftians in his dominions, Theodotius declared 
war againft the Perfians ; and, without lofs of time, dif- 
patched Ardaburius, an Alan, at the head of a confidcrable 
army, into Azazene, a Perfian province beyond the Tigris, 
which he plundered, after having gained a complete victory 
over Narles, whom the king of Perfia had fent with a nu- 
merous army to oppofe him. The battle was fought on the 
third of September, and the news uf the victory brought 
on the fixth of the fame month to Conftantinople, though 
feven hundred miles diftant from the borders of Perfia, by 
a famous courier of thofe times, named Palladius 1 . Narfes, 
after this defeat, abandoning the province of Azazene to 
the mercy of the enemy, marched with incredible expe- 
dition into Mefopotamia, with a defign to invade the 
empire on that fide, which was then deftitute of troops, 
and unprepared for defence. But Ardaburius, aware 
of his defign, obliged him to fhelter himfelf within the 
walls of Nifibis, which place he immediately befieged. In 
the mean time the king of Perfia, having received intelli- 
gence of the defeat of his general, and the danger both he 
and the city of Nifibis were in, aflembled all his forces, 
and entering Mefopotamia, inverted Theodofiopolis, to 
divert Ardaburius from the fiege of Nifibis. But the be- 
fieged, having Eunomius, bifhop of the place, at their head, 

h Socr. lib. vii. cap. iB. p. 353. * Ibid. cap. 19. p. 557, 55S. 
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defended it with fuch vigour and refolution, that the Pef- 
fians, after having battered it with an incredible number 
of machines for a whole month without intermillion, were 
obliged to abandon the enterprize and retire k The ene- 
my were foon after reinforced with an innumerable multi- 
tude of Saracens, under the conduft of Alamundarus, a 
renowned Warrior, who, to raife the drooping fpirits of the 
Perfian monarch, boafted, that in a fhort time he would 
deliver into his hands, riot only the Romans who befieged 
Nifibis, but Antioch itfelf, the metropolis of Syria. But 
not long after, his men, being feized with a panic, and 
not knowing whithar to fly, threw themfelves into the Eu- 
phrates, where a hundred thoufand are faid to have pcrifh- 
ed. The Romans, feized at the fame time with the like 
four* upon a falfe report that the king of Perfia was ad- 
vancing to the relief of Nifibis with a great number of ele- 
phants, burnt all their machines, raifed the flege, and re- 
tired in the utmoil confufiort into the Roman dominions *. 

During the following year the war was purfued with un- 
common fuccefs againft the Perfians. from Socrates, who 
only flightly touches on the military preparations, as fo- 
reign to his principal purpofe, it appears, that Ariobindus, 
one of the Roman generals, killed in Angle combat a Per- 
fian famed for his valour; that Ardaburiits put to the 
fwordfeven Perfian commanders, lurprifed in an ambufcade; 
and that Avitinnus cut in pieces the few Saracens who 
had efcaped being drowned in the Euphrates 111 . Notwilh- 
ftanding thefe advantages, Theodofius, imagining the Per- 
fians, thus weakened and difheartened, would hearken to 
an accommodation, and ceafe from perfecuting the Chrif- 
tians, in whofe defence he had taken arms, offered Vara- 
ranes very reafonable propofals ; which the Perfian would 
have accepted with joy, had he not been diverted from it 
by the Immortals, that is, a corps of ten thoufand chofen 
men, fo called, becaufe they had never been conquered. 
This band perfuaded the king to keep the Romans in fur- 
pence, with a defign to furprife them in the mean time. 
With this view they divided themfelves into two bodies, 
one of which lay concealed among the woods, while the 
other advanced in order to attack the enemy, and draw 
them into the ambufeade ; but Procopius, who command- 
ed a feparate body of Romans, obferving their motions from 
an eminence where be was ported, and appnfed of their 
defign, attacked them in the rear, while Aidaburius charg- 
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ed thcnfi in the front, by which means they were furround- 
ed, and to a man put to the fword. Vararanes was no 
fooner informed of this calamity, than, calling for the Ro- 
man ambafladOrs, he agieed to the tefmsthey had propofed, 
and concluded a peace with the empire for a hundred years \ 
which lafted, according to Evagrius, till the twelfth year 
of the reign of Anaftafrus ; that is, tffthe year $o2 n . The 
chief article of this treaty was, that the Perfran king fhould 
recall thebanifhed Chriftians, reflore them to their eftates* 
and put a flop to the cruel perfecution he had raifed againft 
them. 

Next year a mifunderftanding arofj^ between Honorius 
and his filler Placidia, whom the emperor had entertained 
at court, fince the death of her hufband Conftantius, with 
fuch tendernefs and affedlion, as gave occafion to Jfcrrl'e 
very fcandalous reflections. Some authors write, that the 
great fway (he bore in the adminiftration giving no fmalt 
jealoufy to the other courtiers, they perfuaded the emperor, 
that fhe correfponded privately with rhe Goths, who (till 
honoured her as their queen, and betrayed alibis counfels c . 
However that be, it is certain, that the extraordinary af- 
fe£lion he had hitherto fliewn her being changed into an 
averfion no lefs extraordinary, Placidia thought it prudent 
to quit the court and retire, with her fon Valentinian, and 
her daughter Honoria, to Conftantinople ; where fhe was 
kindly received by her nephew Theodofius, though he had 
formerly refufed to acknowlege her hufband Conftantius for 
emperor, and to give her the title of Augulla p . boon after 
this reparation, Honorius died at Ravenna of a dropfy, hav- 
ing reigned twenty-eight years fince the death of his father 
Theodofius, and thirty-one fince the time he was fir ft created 
Auguftus (G). Honorius 110 fooner expired, than an ex- 

prefs 


n Evagr. lib. i. cap. 13. p. 
*45. Socr. cap. 21. p. 353. 
Chron. 


276. Theodor, lib. v. 
0 Olymp. p. 19&. 


cap. 39. p. 
P Calfioti. 


(G) Under Honorius flou- 
rilhedOlympiodorus, who wrote 
in Greek the hiftnry of that 
prince, from the year 407, the 
thirteenth of his reign, to his 
death. He was a native of 
Thebes in Egypt, and a Pagan. 
Renatus Profuturus Frigeridus 
wrote likewife the hiftory of the 
reign of Honorius, from the 


year 406 to the death of that 
prince ; but only a few pafTages 
ot his work have reached our 
times, quoted by Gregory of 
Tours (i). Claudian maybe 
ranked among the hiftorians who 
have written concerning Hono- 
rius ; for of him we have learnt 
feveral particulars of that 
prince^ reign. He was a na- 


(0 Greg. Tur. Hill. Franc, lib, ii. cap, 9, p, 62—64. 


live 
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ptfefs was difpatched to Theodofius with intelligence of his 
death, which that prince concealed for fome days, and, in 

the 


five of Alexandria in Egypt. 
He firfi: applied himfelfto Greek 
poetry. His fir fb Latin poem 
was on the cnmfulfhip of the 
two brothers Olybrius and Pro- 
biiuis in 395. He was deputed 
by the citizens of Rome in 396, 

. to congratulate Honorius on his 
third conlulfhip (2). He was 
honoured by the Roman fo- 
liate with a itatuc, which, in 
confiderarion of his excellency 
in poetry, was erefted in the 
iquare of Trajan (3). He was, 
as appears from his poems, an 
adorer of Jupiter, and all the 
other Pagan gods. Orofius 
calls him a moll obflinate Pa- 
gan ; but at the fame timecom- 
rtiends him as an excellent poet 
(4). St. Auflin likewife fpeaks 
of him as a perfon greatly at- 
tached to the Pagan fuperfti- 
tion (5). Rutilius, or, as he 
is ftyled at the head of his poem, 
Rutilius Claudius Numatianus, 
flourilhed in the reign of Ho- 
norius. He was a native of 
Touloufe, in Gaul. Rutilius 
bore two of the greatelt em- 
ployments in the hate, namely', 
the office of magifler officiorum, 
and that of pretext of Rome (6). 
Jn his poem he declares himielf 
a Pagan, and a iworn enemy to 
the monks, efpecially to thole 
who lived in the ifland of Ca- 
praria or Capraia, on the coah 
of Tufcany. Lucilius wrote 
fome fatires, in no refpeft in- 
ferior, if we may depend upon 
the judgement of Rutilius, to 

(*) Claud, epig. 9. p. 24°* 

(4) Orof. lib vii. cap. 35. p.221. 
cap. 26. p. 14*. (6) Rut. p- 

( 8 ) Volf. Hill. Lat. lib. iii. cap. x. 
lib. i. cap. z. p. 166. 8c lib. vi. cap. 


thofe of Turnus and Juvenal 
(7) ; bur none of them have 
reached our times. Flavius, 
faid by St./crom to have writ- 
ten a treatileon phyfic in verfe* 
is fuppofed by Vollius to have 
flourilhed in the reign of Ho- 
norius, and likewife the author 
of a comedy, flyled Querulus 
Plauti, which is inferibed to 
one Rutilius (8). About this 
time flourilhed Macrobius, or, 
as he is hyled at the head of hia 
works, Aurelius Theodofius 
Ambrofius Macrobius; for all 
the perfons he introduces in his 
Saturnalia, lived under Theo- 
fius I. and his fon Honorius. 
His Saturnalia is a collection of 
antiquities formed by him for 
the inftruftion of his fon, and 
fuppofed to have been Uttered 
in a familiar convention among 
friends, during the Saturnalia, 
or the feafts of Saturn. The 
perfons he introduces were the 
moll famous then at Rome for 
their learning and crudition. 
Befides the Saturnalia, he wrote 
two books on the dream of Sci- 
pio. One of the chief perfons 
introduced by Macrobius in hia 
Saturnalia, is Servius, who had 
lately begun to teach polite" li- 
terature at Rome, and is paint- 
ed as a a perfon of great learn- 
ing, and ai the fame time uni- 
verfally beloved for his modeily 
(9). He is introduced fpcak- 
ing mollly of Virgil, whofeini- 
mitable iEneid he explained 
daily to the Roman youth* 

(3) Idem, conf. Hon. 3. p. 39. 

(5) Aug. Civ. Dei, hb. v. 
131, 138. (7) Mem, P J 37 - 

p. 746. (9) Macrob. Sat: 

7 P- 47 8* 
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the mean time, gave private orders to a body of troops to 
advance into the neighbourhood of Salonsc in Dalmatia, that 
they might be at hand to prevent the difturbances, which, 
eaufes'him he^pprehended, would be raifed in the Weft by the death 
J'elj to be °f Honorius, who had left no children to fucceed him. 
proclaimed Having taken this fccp, he publifhed the death of his uncle, 
emperor of and a t the fame time caufed himfelt to be proclaimed em- 
the IVeJI. peror 0 f t he Weft ■). 

John, the Thefe precautions did not deter John, the deceafed em- 
deceajed^ peror’s chief lecretary, from afTuming the purple in Rome, 

S encouraged in his ufurpation by Caftinus, then commander 
tary, af- chief of all the troops in the Weft. The tyrant was im- 
jumes the mediately acknowleged, not only in Rome anrl Italy, but 
purple. likewife in Gaul and Dalmatia ; a circumftance which en- 
couraged him to difpatch ambafladors to Theodofius, to ac- 
quaint him with his promotion : but that prince refufing to 
acknowlege him, and having even ordered his envoys to be 
arrelted, and thrown into prifon, he prepared for war, and 

* Olymp. p. 19S. Socr. lib. vii, cap. 23- p.363. Idat. Chron. 

Maurus Servius Honoratus, the the life of thofe who conduced 
author ot the learned comment the Roman troops from one 
on that poet, is, without all place to anolher. The auLhor 
doubr, the Servius of Macro- teems tD have been altogether 
bius. Jn the fifth or lixth cen- ignorant both ot geography 
tury fluurifhed a grammarian, and mathematics. Thefe tables 
named Manianus Mineus Felix belonged to Conrad Peutinger 
Capella, who publifhed l'evcral in Augfbourg, and are thence 
philological pieces, partly in called the tables of Peutinger ; 
profe, and partly in verfe, but they were publifhed by Vel- 
which are Hill extant, and di- fer, who had them engraved by 
vided into feven books. Soli- John Moret of Antwerp. A 
pater Charihus, who publifhed civilian, named Eufebius, de- 
five books of obfervations on feribed the war of Gainas in a 
grammar, (till extant, flourifli- poem, which he flyled Gaina- 
ed, according to BaiFlet, in the des ; and the fame fubj eft was 
time of Honorius - T and before handled by another poet, nam- 
him a grammarian named Dio- ed Ammonius, who read it to 
medes, whofe works have like- Theodofius II. in 438* Both 
wife reached our times. Jn the thefe poems were greatly ef- 
reigu of Theodofius I. or his teemed (i)j but neither of 
children, was publiftied, as is them has reached our times, 
commonly believed, what we Voffius fuppofes them to have 
call the map or tables of Pru- been written in the Greek 
tinger, which are a kind of iti- tongue, and ranks the authors 
nerary made by fome officer, among the Greek poets (a), 
fimilar to a quarter-mailer, for 

(1) Socr. p. yoy. (a) Yoff, Poet. Gtbc* cap. 9. p. 77^ 7S- 

feat 
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font the famous Aetius, with large fums, to draw the Hunns 
over to his afliftance. That celebrated commander, M ho 
governed the Weftern empire with abfolute fway during 
the reign of Valentinian 111. was a native of Dorotierum in 
Moefia, the fon of Gaudentius, who, though by birth a 
Scythian, was raifed to the higbeft employments in the em- 
pire, and married an Italian lady of great diftinftion, called 
by fome ItalicaL By her he had Aetius, who ferved at 
firfl among the emperor’s domeftics, or the troops of his 
houlhold, and was given as an hoftage to Alaric, after the 
battle of Pollentia in 403, and afterwards to the Hunns, 
with whofe chiefs he, by thefe means, became acquainted. 

Upon his return from the country of the Hunns, he mar- 
ried the daughter ofCarpilio, captain of the guards; and 
had by her two fons, Gaudentius, who, after the death of 
Valentinian, was taken by Gerferic, and Carpilio, whom 
Valentinian font with the character of ambaflador to At- 
tila s . Aetius was a perfon of a majeftic inien, tall ftature, Aetius'* 
and a robufl: conftitution, which enabled him to bear the 
fatigues and toiU attending a military life with great refc- 
lution. He is no lefs commended by the ancients on ac- 
count of his prudence, addrefs, and penetration in ftnte- 
affairs, than for his courage, intrepidity, and experience in 
war. He was free from avarice, had but little ambition, 
and was fuch a lover of juftice, that no recommendations, 
however prefling, were capable of making him fwerve from 
equity. 8uch is the character given him by FrigcriJus, a 
writer who flourifhed in his time, as quoted by Gregory of 
Tours r . Procopius relates, that Aetius and Bonifacius, 
who defended Marfeilles, when attacked by Ataulphus, 
were the two greateft commanders in the whole empire, 
and that they deferved to be called the lall Romans u . John, He fins 
upon his ufurping the empire, committed the care of his ' lvl{ ' n 
palace to Aetius; and then fent him to engage the Hunns in u ~ u t* ’ 
his caufe, with orders to cut ofl the rear nl the troops of 
Theodoflus, if they entered Italy, while he himfelf charged 
them in front w . On the fecond of January of the prelent 
year, Eudocia was declared Augufla x . 

Theodoflus having aflembled all the forces of the Eaftern 
empire, ordered them to march to the frontiers of Dalma- 
tia, under the conduct of Ardaburius, his fon Afpar, and 
Candidianus. 'With them he fent Placidia, and her fon. 


* Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iii. p- s2o. * Cafliod, lib. i. ep. +■ P- 4 . 
Vi f. Leg. p. 53. Sidon. p. 169- Ort.f p. 305. 1 Gi-m- * Ul 

1. S o. u Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i c:ip. 3. p- 183. w Olyinp. 
». 96, Profp, Chi'pn, * Chron. Alex, p 
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Placidia 
the title of 
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and to Va- 
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that of 
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Aquxleia 
from the 
vjurper. 


he fur- 
prifes Ra - 
«i senna, and 
takes the 
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who is put 
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Valentinian, allowing the former to refume the title and 
enfigns of Augufta, which flie had refigned upon entering 
the dominions of Theodofius ; and the latter to wear the 
habit peculiar to the nobiliffimi ; which title had fome time 
fmce been given to the fons of emperors, before they were 
created Csefars. This ftep was renouncing all pretenfions 
to the empire of the Weft, and tacitly yielding it to Placi- 
dia and Valentinian. Before they left Conftantinople, 
Theodofius betrothed his daughter Licinia Eudoxia to 
young Valentinian. After this ceremony, Placidia left 
Conftantinople with her fon, who, upon bis arrival at 
Theflalonica, received the enfigns peculiar to the Czcfiirs, 
from the hands of Helio, magifter officiorum to Theodofius, 
by whom he had been fent thither for that purpofe y . 

In fhe following year, the army of Theodofius having 
eroded Pannonia and Illyricum, fuddenly attacked Salonx, 
which was taken by ftorm. There it was agreed among 
the generals, that Afpar fhould lead the cavalry, with Pla- 
cidia and Valentinian, by land to Aquileia, while the foot, 
under the command of his father Ardaburius, was tranf- 
ported to that city by fea. This fcheme was fo well exe- 
cuted by Afpar, that, arriving at Aquileia, before the ene- 
my had the leaft intimation of his march, he entered the 
place without oppofition but the fleet being difperfed by 
a violent ftorm, Ardaburius was driven afhore, and taken 
by the ufurper’s foldiers, who immediately carried him to 
their emperor, then at Ravenna, by whom he was received 
with great joy, and treated with the utmoft civility, the 
ufurp^r hoping, by his means, to prevail upon Theodofius, 
who had great confidence in Ardaburius, to acknowlege 
him for his colleague. As he was allowed to converfe with 
whom he pleafed, he corrupted the chief officers, who had 
already begun to be tired of their new prince; and, pri- 
vately acquainting his fpn Afpar with the fecurity in which 
the tyrant lived, advifed him to advance fpeedily with his 
beft troops to Ravenna. Afpar immediately marched from 
Aquileia with the cavalry; and, being condu&ed through 
the marfhes which furrounded Ravenna on the land-fide, 
by a fhepherd, whom Socrates pretends to have been an 
angel, he entered the city, finding the gates open and un- 
guarded. With the afliftance of the officers feduced by his 
father, he fecured the tyrant before be had time to make 
his efcape, and fent him in chains to Placidia and Valenti- 
nian, theq at Aquileia, who ordered firft his right-hand, 

j OJymp. p. 163. Profp. Chron. Philoft. p. 573. Greg. Tup. 
P. 57- 
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and then his head, to be cut off 2 . Thus ended the ufur- 
pation of John, after he had borne the title of emperor 
about a year and fix months, according to Philoftorgius. 

Three days after his death, Aetius entered Italy, with an 
army of fixty thoufand Hunns, who being met by Afpar, a 
bloody battle was fought, without any confiderable advan- 
tage on either fide -, but, in the mean time, Aetius, in- 
formed of the death of the ufurper, refolved to make the 
belt terms he could for himfelf. Accordingly, l’lacidia pro- Aetius fub- 
mifing not only to receive him into favour, but to dillin- mtti > and 
gui(h him with the title of count, he fubmitted, and pre- 
vailed upon the Hunns to return into their own country*. vou ^ a ~ 
Caftinus, who was fuppofed to have favoured the ufurpa- 
tion of John, was baniflied b . 

When news of the captivity and death of the ufurper were Palcrtti- 
brought to Conftaiitinople, Theodofius declared his coufin, 
Valentinian, emperor, and Placidia regent nf the empire 0/ 

during her Ton’s minority. He intended to have taken a thtWeft* 
journey into Italy, in order to invert him with the fove- and /ns 
reignty, and with that defign advanced to Theflalomca ; 
but was feized in that city with a malady, which obliged 
him to return to Conftantinople ; whence he difpatched 
Helio to Rome, where Valentinian then refidcd, with the 
purple and imperial diadem, which the young prince re- 
ceived on the twenty-third of October of the year 425 c - 
In the Eaft, Thrace was deflated by the Hunns, pro- Yr. of FI. 
bably the fame who came to the aflirtance of the ufurper ^ 

John. They even threatened Conftantinoplc with a fiege; ^ ^ m3. 

"but their leader, named Rougas, or Roilas, being killed * 

with lightning, and great numbers being daily fwept away Thrace ra- 
by a plague, which broke out in their nrmy, the reft with- t vaged by 
drew, dreading, not the valour of the Romans, fays bo- 
crates, but the power of Heaven, which had evidently ef- 
poufed the caufe of Theodofius d - 

During the following year 4?fi, when Theodofius was ^oved* 
conful the twelfth time, and Valentinian the fecond, no- ^ Pan _ 
thing remarkable happened in cither empire. b u t , un er noma into 
the next confuls, Hierius and Ardaburius, the Goths, who Thrace. 
had poflefied Pannonia fince the year 377, when they firft 
entered that province, were by Theodofius transferred into 
Thrace ; where they continued for the (pace of fifty-eight 
years, that is, till they fubdued Italy, under the conduit 
of Theodoric'. This circumllance induces us to believe, 


* Socr. p. 363. Philoft. p. 538. 
Chron. b Profp. Chron 

Olymp. p. 1 97. Idat. Chron. 
p. 8}. Marc. Chron, 


Olymp. p- 197- a Cafliod. 

c Socr. lib. vii. cap. 24- P- 
d Socr. p-387- c Thcoph. 
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that Thcodofius, In yielding the WefterrJ embire to Valen- 
tinian, retained Pannonia, which comprifed that part of the 
prefent Auftria and Hungary which lies on the Roman fide 
of the Danube, and had hitherto belonged to the empire of 
the Welt. Great difturbances happened this year ill 
Africa, which were attended with the lofs of that province. 
The celebrated count Bonifacius, ftyled by St. Auftin thd 
jdy of the church, the bulwark of Africa, and the glory of 
the empire, had been rewarded by Honorius, for his gallant 
behaviour at Marfeilles, with the command of the Hoops ill 
Africa ; which province he defended with great bravery 
againft the repeated attempts of John, though acknowleged 
by all the other commanders and governors of provinces. 
Placidia, highly pleafed with his conduft and loyalty, called 
him to court upon the death of that tyrant; and, after be- 
flowing upon him the higheft encomiums, preferred him to 
the poll of comes domelticonim, and fent him into Africa 
with unlimited power. This gave no fmall jealoufy to 
his rivals at court, efpecially to Felix, commander in cnieF 
of the Homan forces, and to Aetius, who, after his depar- 
ture, perfuaded Placidia, that he had preserved Africa for 
liimfdf, and only waited an opportunity of eftablifhing an 
independent fovereignty. Aetius added, that the emprefs 
might, when fhe pleafed, oblige him to pull off the mafk, by 
lecalling him from his government; for he was very fure 
Eonifacius would riifobey her orders. 

Be i i In confcquence of this fuggeftion, the credulous princefs 

forced, by immediately ordered Bonifacius to repair to Rome; but 
r htryof Aetius having written to him before, that the emprefs 

Aetius and fought his ruin, and, in order to compafs it, would foon re- 

yelif, to call him, advifing him at the fame time, with great protella- 

revolt, tions of inendfhip, to confult his own Pafety, he, upon the 

receipt of Placidia’s letter, concluded Aetius to be his real 
friend, and refufed to comply with the orders he had re- 
ceived. Placidia, no longer quellioning the truth of Ae- 
tius’s information, declared Bonifacius a public enemy, and 
difpatched a ftrong body of troops againfl him, under the 
command of Mavortins, Galbio, and Sinex, who befieged 
Bonifacius, in what place we are not informed, till, quarel- 



A rather 
fent 

tf * -dme 

h;m- 


of one man. Placidia, being refolved, notwithftanding the 
(11 fuccefs of her three generals, to purfue the war with 
vigour, committed the whole management of it to Sigif- 
vu!t, a Goth ; who, palling over into Africa with a great 
number pf his countrymen, reduced Carthage and Hippo, 

J3puifaciu s * 



zn 


Eajlem ahd Wejtrrn Empire. 


Bonifacius, finding the fehnprefs obftinately bent upon his* 
tuiti, and himfelF not ih a condition to contend with the 
whole ftrength of the empire, had recourfe to the Van- 
dals, who, fince the defeat of Caftinus, had peaceably en- 
joved the province of Boetica or Andalufia, and were at 
this time governed by Genferic, brother to their late king 
Gonderic(G). 

With this Barbarian Bonifacius, whofe piety had been 
formerly fo much extolled by St. Auftin r , Was forced, irk 
his own defence, to enter into a treaty, the chief, and per- 
haps thfe only article of which was, that, upon their aflift- 
ing him, Africa fliould be divided between Genferic and 
hirtifelf*. The treaty being ratified, Genferic, having af- 
fembled 1 great number of veffels, ordered all his Vandals* 
womeii and children, as well as men, to embark j and, 
abandoning Spain in the month of May, 528, while Felix 
hnd Taulrus were confuls, crofled the Streights of Gibraltar 
and landed in Africa h . The Romans took pofieflion again 
of the provinces which the Vandals had abandoned, and re- 
tained them till they were expelled by the Suevians, as the 
Suevians were in their turn by the Goths, who came td 
fettle in that part of Spain. The fame year Aetius wafr 
fent into Gaul to oppofe the Franks ; but of this war we 
Khali fpeak hereafter. Nothing happened in the Edit wor- 
thy notice, except the publifhing of a law, by which all 
brothels were fupprefied in Conllantinople 1 . Florentius 
and Dionyfius, confuls for the year 429, were fucceededby 
Theodofius and Valentinian, the former the thirteenth 
time, and the latter the third time, confuh During thb 
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r Aug. ep. 70, p. 126. * Procop. p- 4 * Wat. P* 

1 Cod. Theod. lib. xv. tit. 8. leg. 13. p. j&- 


(G) Genferic was, according 
to Jomandes (1) and Procopius 
(z), of a low ftature, and lamed 
by a fall from his horfe : he 
thought much, and fpoke little ; 
Was an enemy to pleafure and 
debauchery ; had a wonderful 
addrefs in gaining the affections 
of the people, and fowing dif- 
fen lions among his enemies, He 
Was remarkably brave and cou- 
rageous [ but no lefs ambitious 
ftnd paffionate ; well /killed iu 

(1) Jom. cap. 36. p. 657. (*] 

(♦) Malcl, Hilt. Chron, 


the art of war, and long inareJ 
to the hardfliips and toils ar- 
tending it. He renounced the 
Catholic faith, which he firlt 
profeffed, to embrace the doc- 
trine of Anus, which prevailed 
among his countrymen the Van- 
dals (3), His brother Gonde- 
ric left fe\ eral fons behind him ; 
but he caufed them all to be 
murdered, together with their 
mother (4). 

Prpcop. p. 1B4- (l) Mat. P- ’T» 
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39 + 

Yr. of FI. 

z*8o. 

A. D. 430- 
U.C. i»»8- 


Aetius it 
appointed 
commander 
in chief of 
all the 
forces of 
the Weftern 
empire. 


Placidia 
acquainted 
• with the 
true caufe 
of the re- 
volt of Bo- 
mf actus . 


He endea- 
vours to 
perfuade 
the Pan- 
dais to re- 
tire from 
Africa. 
MoJI of 
Bomfaci- 
us *j men 
cut in 
pieces by 
Geafcnc. 


The Hiftory of the 

xonfulfhip of the two princes, Aetius was raifed to the 
chief command of all the troops of the Weftern empire, in 
the room of Felix, who was at the fame time created a pa- 
trician \ but foon after killed in Ravenna by the mutinous 
foldiery, excited againft him by Aetius, jealous of his 
great credit at court. The fame year Aetius gained conr 
fiderable advantages over the Juthongi, whofe country bor- 
dered on Rhartia; over the inhabitants of Noricum, who 
bad revolted ; and over the Goths in Gaul, attempting to 
raife frefli difturbances in that province k . 

In the courfe of the following year Aetius entirely re- 
duced the Norici, and the Vindelici, who had joined tire 
former in their revolt. From Noricum he palled into 
Gaul, to awe the Franks, who were faid to be in arms J . 
Placidia difeovered at length the true caufc of the revolt of 
Bonifacius. Some of that general's friends, greatly fur- 
prifed at his entering into an alliance with the enemies of 
the empire, after having defended it againft the Barbarians 
with fo much zeal and integrity, obtained leave of the em- 
prefs to go into Africa, in order to confer with him in per- 
fon f and hear what he could allege in his own defence. 
Bonifacius was overjoyed to fee them, and produced, upon 
their charging him with treafon and rebellion, the letter 
which Aetius had written, protefting, that nothing but his 
own fafety and prefervatiun could have induced him to turn 
his arms againft his prince and country. With this letter 
they returned to Placidia, who was thereby fully convinced 
of the treachery of Aetius; but thinking it dangerous to 
provoke him, as he was then at the head of a victorious 
army in Gaul, fhe concealed her indignation for the pre- 
fent. In a letter to Bonifacius, fhe exprefl'ed her detefta- 
tion of the injury that had been done him ; alluring him of 
her favour and protection for the future ; and exhorting 
him to return to his duty, and, confulting, with his ufuai 
zeal, the fafety of the empire, drive out the Barbarians, 
whom, for his own fafety, he had called in. This office 
Bonifacius readily undertook, offering them immenfe fums, 
provided they quitted Africa, and returned to Spain ; but as 
they had already reduced the whole country, except the 
three cities of Carthage, Hippo, and Cirtha, Genferic firft 
returned him a contemptuous anfwer ; and then falling 
upon hirq, cut mod of his men in pieces, and obliged Bo- 
pifacius himfelf to fly to Hippo : which place the Barba- 
rians immediately invelted ; but were obliged, for want of 

k Sidon. car. vii, p. 338. Jorn. Rer. Goth, cap. 34. p. 660. 
1 ldat. p* 19. 
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provifions, to raife the fiege, after it had continued lor th£ 
fpace of fourteen months, Genferic attacking the town al- 
moft daily with incredible fury, and Bonifacius defending 
it with equal vigour and intrepidity ra . 

Next year Aetius was raifed to the confulfhip, Placidia 
Bill pretending ignorance of his treacherous conduft to- 
wards Bonifacius. This laft, reinforced with powerful fuc- 
cours fent him both by Placidia and Theodofius, offered 
battle to the Vandals ; who, readily accepting it, gave him 
a total defeat, took an incredible number of prifoners, and 
obliged the reft to fhelter themfelves among the rocks and 
mountains. Among the prifoners was Marcianus, who af- 
terwards attained the empire. Afpar, who commanded on 
this occafion the Eaftern troops, with difficulty efcaped out 
of Africa, and returned to Conltantinople, as Hid Bonifa- 
cius to Italy, being invited thither by Placidia. Upon their 
departure, the Barbarians over-ran all Africa, committing 
every where dreadful ravages and horrid cruelties ; which 
{truck the inhabitants of Hippo with fuch terror, that they 
abandoned their city, which was full pillaged, and then 
burnt, by the victorious enemy n . lSl Auitin, bifhop of 
the place, died the year before, in the fourth month of the 
liege. Carthage and Cirtha were now the only places in 
all Africa held by the Romans Bonifacius, upon his ar- 
rival at Ravenna, was received with extraordinary demon- 
ft rations of kindnefs and efteem by Placidia, and raifed to 
the chief command of the army, in the room of Aetius? 
who, finding his treachery difeovered, and dreading the 
power of Bonifacius, affembled the forces under his com- 
mand, in order to deftroy his rival. Bonifacius, at his ap- 
proach, marched out at the head of a body of chofen troops 
to meet him. A battle enfuing, Bonifacius received a 
wound, of which he died three months after ° (L). Aetius, 
dreading the refentment of Placidia, withdrew to the court 
of Rugula, or Rouas, king of the Hunns ; whence he re- 
turned foon after, at the head of a numerous army of Bar* 
barians ; but the emprefs promifmg not only to pardon him, 
but reftore him to his former port, he difmiffed the Barba- 

m Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 3. p. 185. n Idem ibid. 

Frofp. Chron. 0 Marc. Chron, 

(L) Thus Marcellinus, who fame writer adds, that Bonifa- 
did not, it feems, think it ne- cius on his death-bed exhorted 
ceffary to acquaint us in what his wite Pelagia to marry no 
place the battle was fought, nor man but Aetius, if his wife 

(vbich fide gained the day. The fhould die before her hufband. 
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Hans, ind rfctumfcd to court, where he Was raifed to the 
rank of a patrician. 

Next year, Theodofius being conful the fourteenth time, 
with Petronius Maximus, a dreadful fire broke out at Con- 
ftantihople, Which lafted three days, and confumed all the 
public granaries, With many other (lately edifices, and great 
part of the city p> Honoria, filler to the emperor Valen- 
tinian, haring fUfFered herfelf to be debauched by one of 
her domdlicB, flamed Eugenius, was baniftieil the court, 
being theri fixteen years old, and fent to Conftantinople, 
her mother Platidia having difcovered, that, by means of 
her eunuchs^ fhe maintained a private correfpondence with 
Attila, who had fucceeded Rouas king of the Hunns ; that 
ihe had even fent him a ring, and was daily prefling him 
to enter Italy at the head of a powerful army, and take her 
to wife. Theodofius being conTul the fifteenth time, and 
Valcntinian the fourth, a peace was at length concluded 
With the Vandals in Africa, to whom the Romans ceded 
grfeat part of Numidia, all the province Proconfularis, and 
Bizacene. This treaty was figned at Hippo, on the eleventh 
of February, by Genferic, and by Tri-getius, who had fuc- 
cttded Bonifacius in Africa. The king of the Vandals de- 
livered to the Romans his fon Huneric by way of hoftage i. 
The fame year Aetius gained a fignat victory over the Bur- 
gundians, who, having been allowed to fettle in that part 
of Gaul which borders on the Rhine, had revolted from 
the Romans, and plundered Belgic Gaul. Gondicarius 
their king was compelled to fubmit to fuch conditions as 
the conqueror thought fit to impofe upon him and his peo- 
ple r . But Gondicarius did not long enjoy the peace which 
Aetius had granted, being, in the beginning of the follow- 
ing year, attacked by the Hunns, and cut off, with twenty 
thoufcnd of his men *. Socrates writes, that, of the un- 
happy Burgundians, three thoufand only were left alive, 
who, having embraced the Chriftian religion, and received 
the facrament of baptifm, went, full of courage and confi- 
dence, to attack the enemy, of whom they killed a thou- 
sand, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves by a precipi- 
tate flight r . The Goths, who had been allowed to fettle 
in Aquitain, and had Tbeodoric for their king, not fatif- 
fied with the countries that had been allotted them, made 
themfelves matters of feveral neighbouring cities belonging 
to the Romans, and even laid liege to Narbonne ; which, 

r Socr. Ub. vii. cap. 39. p. 385. q ProTp. Chron. Procop. 

p. 3^6. J Idat. p. 21. Sid- car. vii. p. 3B8. 5 Valef. Rer. 

print. lib, iii. p. 1 36 — j 3^, * 5ocf, lib, vii. cap. 30. p. 37^ 37*- , 
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however, they were forced to raifc, count Litorius coding 
fea Ton ably to the relief of the place with a numerous body 
of Hunns, who, repulfing the Goths, entered the city, each 
horfemau carrying with him two bufhels of corn. * 

While thefe things palled in the Weft, Theodofius com- n 
pleted the ruin of idolatry in the Eaft, by a law enafted in Jiufst'dia 
435, ordering all the temples, oratories, and places confe- a K ainJi 
crated to the worfhip of idols, to be pulled down, and for- Matrm 
bidding his fubjefts, on pain of death, to pra&ife any of 
the Pagan ceremonies, either in public or private. By this 
law the very foundations of the temples were to be entirely 
demolifhed, and the fign of the Chriftian religion, no doubt 
the crofs, to be ereifted in the place where they had flood 
Theodofius palled part of the year 436 at Cyzicum. Next 
year, 437, when Aetius was conful the fecond time, with 
Sigifvultus, or Sigifvult, the Saxon pirates began to infeft 
the coafts of the Armorici. Eudoxia, the daughter of 
Theodofius by the emprefs Eudocia, had been betrothed to 
Valentinian in 424 ; and this year the nuptials were cele- Vr. of FI. 
brated with great folemnity at Conftantinople, on the 
twenty-ninth of Oftober, Valentinian being then eighteen u.c \V** 
years and five months old. The ceremony was to have ll3j " 
been performed at Theflalonica ; but Valentinian, out of Eudoxia, 
complaifance to the royal bride, proceeded to Conftantino- thedaugh- 
ple ; which city he entered on the twenty-firft of Od:ober w . r 
Iheodofius, 111 giving, or, as others maintain, in betroth- married ta 
ing his daughter to Valentinian, obliged the young prince Valenti- 
to give up Weft Iliyricum, comprehending the Upper and niamlll . 
Lower Pannonia, Dalmatia, and the two Noricums x . The 
two Pannonias comprifed that part of Auftria and Hungary 
that lies on the Roman fide of the Danube; and the two 
Noricums the archbifhopric of Saltzburg, with Scyria and 
Carinthia. Eaft Iliyricum had belonged to the emperors of •whoyiclJ* 
Conftantinople fince the time of Gratian, who yielded it to to Theod*. 
Theodofius the Great. Valentinian left Conftantinople in 
the latter end of this year; and, having fpent the winter Jncu 
at Theflalonica, returned early in the fpring to Ravenna. 

He had by Eudoxia two daughters, Eudocia and Placidia. 

In the following year Theodofius, being conful the 
fixteenth time, with Acilius Glabrio Fauftus, publifhed 
his famous code, or a colleffion of all the be ft and mod 
ufefui Jaws that had been enabled by the lawful princes 

u Cod. Theod. tit. leg. 15. p. 296. Theodor, lib. v. cap. 3 6. p. 

7 4 9 . W Sncr. lib. vii. cap. 44* P- 3 88 - Chrcn. Ale*. p, 570. 

x Clnon. Alex. Jorn dc Keg. Sue. p. 92, 9J> 
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Touhufe his predccefibrs (M). In the following confulfhip of Thed-a 
bejieged by dofius, the feventeenth time conful, and of Feftus, Lito- 
Litorius. r j us the R om an general befieged Toaloufe ; but his troops 
were defeated by Theodoric and himfelf taken prifoner* 
However, Theodoric concluded a peace with the Romans 
upon very reafonable terms, as we {hall relate hereafter- 
Ihe fame year Merida, then the metropolis of Lufi- 
tania, was taken by Richila, who the year before had fuc- 
cecded his father Hermeric, king of the Suevians, in Ga- 
Carthage licia L But the Iofs of Carthage in Africa, furprifed on the 
% fffy by twenty-third of Oftober of the prefent year by Genferic 
kin g of the Vandals, proved a more fatal blow to the Wef- 
tern empire. By the taking of that important place, which 
had belonged to the Romans five hundred and eighty-five 
years, the Vandals remained mafters of the Proconfularis, 
of Byzacene, Getulia, and part of Numidia. However, 
Valentinian maintained, as long as he lived, the two Mau- 
ritanias, Csefarienfis and Sitifenfis, with Tripolitana, Tin- 
gitana, and that part of Numidia in which Cirtha flood. 

In the Eaft nothing worthy of notice happened this year, 
except the journey which the emprefs Eudocia undertook to 
Jerufalem, in compliance with a vow {he had made to vifit 
the holy places there 2 . She pafled through Antioch, where, 
in the prefence of the fenate and people, the pronounced a 
fpeech in commendation of that city from a throne of gold 
enriched with precious (tones a . At her departure, (he pre- 
fented the magiftrates with a very confiderable fum, for the 

y Idat- p. 22. * Socr. lib. vii. cap. 47. p. 390. » E^ag. 

lib. j. cap. 20. p. 277. 

(M) Eight able civilians were gotlis, who made themfelvea 
employed in this work, at the mailers of Italy about the end 
head of whom was Antiochus, of the fifth century, and like- 
who had been conful 1114.31. wife by Alaric king of the Vi- 
Such laws as were not contained lignths or Weftrogoths in Lan- 
in this code, were declared to be guedoc and Spain. The laws 
of no torce. It was immediately that were afterwards added to 
received in the Welt; where the code by Theodofius, and 
it met with greater luccefs fome other princes, were call- 
than in the Ealt, where it ob- ed Novella?. Theodofius, in 
tained only for the Ipaceof about publifhing the code, enafted, 
ninety years, that is, to the reign that the laws made by one 
of Jufiinian, who abrogated prince fhould be of no force in 
this, and publifhed a new code : the dominions of the other, un- 
but in the YVefl it was received lefs confirmed and figned by 
by Theodoric, and the Oftro- him (1). 

(1) ProTp. Clu on. Doviat. Hift, Jur. Civ. cap. 1. Cod, Theod. 
Nov. 1. p. 1, 
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relief of the indigent citizens- The inhabitants of that me- 
tropolis acknowleged the kindnefs (he had (hewed them by 
ere£ling two ftatues to her honour, placing the one, which 
was of brafs, in the Mufeum ; and the other, which was 
plated with gold, in the fenate b . At Jerufalem (he pre- 
ferred Tuvenal, bifliop of the place, with great fums, to be 
Liilfributed among the poor, and with a crofs of gold, adorned 
with precious (tones, to be fet up on Mount Calvary ; for 
which the bifhop is faid to have prefented her in his turn 
w ith the right-hand of St. Stephen the protomartyr c . 

In the following year Genfcric made a defcent upon Sicily, 
and meeting with little refinance, ravaged the open coun- 
try, committing horrid cruelties, and even laid fiege to Pa- 
lermo : but not being able to reduce the place, he returned 
to Africa with an immenfe booty rt . Count Cenforius, who 
had been authorifed by Valentiniaii to negotiate a peace be- 
tween the Suevians in Galicia and the natives of that coun- 
try, was befieged by Rcchila in Merfola on the Guadiana, 
where he refided, and, upon the redu&ion of the place, 
taken prifoner c . About the fame time Aetius, removing 
the Burgundians from the banks of the Rhine, allotted 
them fettlements in the prefent duchy of Savoy, and re- 
warded a body of Alans, who had ferved the Romans with 
great fidelity under the conduft of their king CEocaric or 
CEocric, with lands on the Loire f . Thefe Alans are fup- 
pofed to have fettled afterwards with the Britons in Armo- 
: - In the Eaft, Paulinus, the emprefs Eudocia’s chief 
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favourite, who by her interefl had been raifed to the high 
noft of magiftcr officiorum, was this year executed by the 
emperor’s order at Cxfarea in Cappadocia « ; which is all 
we find in the ancient writers concerning this remarkable 
event (N). In 

b Evagr.lib. i. cap- zc. p. 27 7- Chiron. Alex. p. 71* ■ 
dren. p. 137. Thtoph. P ; 74- ■ “«*' Chro ? p rofp . C br«>n. V ale f. 

ter! Franc, p. i 73 . Join. Rcr. Goth. cap. J7 . P- «S- « 

Chron. 
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(N) The more modern 
Greeks aferibe his death to the 
jealoufy of Theodofius ; and tell 
us, that the emperor being 
prefented with an apple of an 
uncommon (ize, and extraordi- 
nary beauty, he immediately 
fent it, as a rarity, t Eudocia, 
and fhe to Paulinus, in whofe 
converfation (he greatly delight- 


ed, as he was a man of learn- 
ing, and the emprefs herfclf well 
verfed in all the branches of lite- 
rature. Paulinus, not knowing 
by whom it had been fent to the 
emprefs, thought it a proper 
prefent for the emperor, and 
accordingly carried it to him. 
This raifed fome jealoufy in 
Theodofius, who thereupon 
difmifleJ 
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Jp fbcfbl lov ing year, Cyrus alone was cppful: he excplle4 
in polite learning, efpecially in ppetry; and f/ having by that 
means gained the favour and protection of Eudocia, he had 
been raifed by her intereft to the firft employments in the 
ftate. As he entered the circus this year with the cpnfular 
ornaments, the people, by whom he was greatly beloved, 

difmifled Paulin us ; and, fend- favourite ecclefiaftics. Eudn- 
ing tor Eudocia, afked her what cia was fo affetted with their 
was become of the apple. The death, that, ftie caufed, in her 
emnrefs, not willing to own ihe turn, Saturninus to be murder- 
had given it to Paulinus, an- ed ; an aflaffination which pro- 
fvvered, (he had eat it. Upon voked the emperor to fuch a 
this the emperor, producing degree, that he ordered all the 
it, commanded Paulinus to be great officers of her court to 
immediately executed, and from quit her fervice, and return to 
that time fhe\yed himfelf fo in- Conflantinople : which was re- 
different towards the emprefs, ducing her to the condition of a 
that (lie folicired foon after to private perfon. Thus (he lived 
return to Jerufalein, and to at Jerufalem to her death, which 
continue in that city, which happened in 460. She is faid 
was readily granted her. Such to have folemnly declared on 
is the account of Conftantine her death bed, that file was al- 
ManalTes, Zonaras, Nicepho- together innocent of the crime 
jus, Glycas, and Codinus (2). of which Theodofius had fuf- 
That Eudocia retired about this petted her and Paulinus (3). 
lime to Jerufalem, is very cer- Asfhe was pofTelTed of immenfe 
tain; and likewife, that there wealth, which the emperor left 
wasa mifundei Handing between untouched, flie built at Jerufa- 
her and the emperor, who cauf- lem a great number of churches, 
ed Severus, a priefl, and a dea- monalteries, and hofpitals, a- 
con named John, whom Eudo- domed the city with many flate- 
cia had carried with her from ly edifices, and, at a vaft ex- 
Conftantinople to Jerufalem, to pence, repaired the walls which 
bp murdered, for no other rea- in moft places were entirely 
fon, but becaufe the emprefs ruined. She was buried in a 
lived in great intimacy with magnificent tomb in the church 
them, and made them frequent- of Sr. Stephen, which (he had 
ly rich prerents. This giving endowed in the neighbourhood 
either jealoufy to the prince, dr of Jerufalem (4^. Her piety is 
qccafion to fcandalous reflec- greatly extolled by moll writers, 
tioqs, TJttpdpfiqs difpatched pfpe daily by Caffiodprus, who 
Saturninus, his cqmes domefti- ilyles her of all women the mod 
corum, to Jerufalem, with pri- pious, the mod religious (5 )• 

?ate qjdecs to difpatch the two 

(x) ManafT. p. 55, Zonar. tom. iii. p. 37. Niceph. lib. xiv. cap. 
*3. p. 485- Glyc. p. z6i. Codin Orig Conitantinop. p. 56. 
(3) E va gr- Hb 1. cap. ai. p. 277, * 7 %. Cedren. p. 343. Theophan. 
p. $ 5 - CO Evagr. lib. i. cap xz. p. z8o. Ced. p. 337. Chron. 
Alex. p. 73a. Nicoph. lib. ^tiv. cap. jo. p. ,558,359. (5) Caifiod. 

TL xl p. 174. 
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received him with fuch acclamations, that the emperor, 
who was prefent, caufed him through jealoufy, a few days 
after, to be ftripped of all his employments, and his eftate 
to be confifeated, pretending, that he was inclined to Pa- 
ganifm, and that he afpired to the empire. Cyrus fled for 
refuge to a church, and caufed himfelf to be ordained prieft. 
The emperor, refpc&ing his new cliara&er, granted him 
his life, and foon after fuffered him to be raifed to the fee 
of Cotyea in Phrygia h . As Genferic king of the Vandals 
was now become very formidable, Theodofius refolved to 
aihft Valcntinian, his coufin-in-law, agairift fo powerful 
an enemy. Accordingly he fitted out a fleet, confifling of 
eleven hundred large Chips ; and, putting on board of it the 
flower of his army, under the conduft of Arcovindas, An- 
filus, and Germanus, ordered them to land in Africa, and, 
joining the Weftern forces, to drive Genferic out of the 
countries he hadufurped. They fleered their courfe to Si- 
cily, in order to pafs more' eafily from thence into Africa : 
but in the mean time, Genferic having fent a folemn em- 
bafly to Theodofius, and pretending to be defirous of con- 
cluding a peace with the two empire 1 , the Roman generals 
waited on the coaft of Sicily the refult of the negotiations, 
which Genferic craftily fpun out rill the feafon proper for 
atlion was elapled \ 

While his ambafladors were ftill at Conftantinople, the 
Perfians, in violation of the treaty made between the two 
empires in 422, entered the Roman territories in an hoflile 
manner; an invafion which obliged! heodofius to recall his 
forces, and Valentinian to conclude a peace with Genferic, 
which he could not obtain but by furrendering all the coun- 
tries in Africa which he had feized. Anatolius and Afpar 
were di (patched againfl the Perfians, who, finding the Ro- 
mans, whom they expe&ed to furprife, upon their guard, 
agreed to an accommodation ; fo that a peace was conclud- 
ed, one of the chief conditions of which was, that neither 
the Perfians nor the Romans fhould for the future raife any 
new fortifications on the frontiers Aifaces, king of Ar- 
menia, dying at this period, divided his kingdom between 
his two fons Tigranes and Arfaccs ; but by his laft will be- 
queathed the far greater part to Tigranes. Arfaces, difla- 
tisfied with this partition, had rccourfe to Theodofius, who 
threatening to make war upon Tigranes, terrified the young 
prince to fuch a degree, that, flying to the protection of 


h Zon. p* 35. Thcoph. p. ^3. 
p. 87. Chion. Alex. p. 750, 
Perf. p. 8. 
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thc'Perfian king, lie gave him his (hare, preferring the eafe 
and quiet of a retired life to all the charms of a crown. 
Arfaces, dn the other hand, dreading the power of the Per- 
fians, put Theodofius in pofleflion of his part, upon certain 
conditions, one of which was, that his family ftiould enjoy 
*The end of for ever an entire liberty, and an exemption from all tri- 
the ancient bute and taxes- Thus ended the kingdom of Armenia, after 
kingdom of had continued for many ages, and given occafion to much 
rmenta. bloodihed, and endlefs wars, waged by the Romans firft 
with the Parthians, and afterwards with the Perfians. The 
fhare of Tigranes belonging to the Perfians was called Per- 
farmenia and Armenia Perfica h The part of Arfaces held 
by the Romans was henceforth governed by a particular of- 
ficer, with the title of comes Armenia:, or count of Armenia. 

The Hunns, taking advantage of the wars in which the 
Romans were engaged with the Vandals and Perfians, pair- 
ed the Danube, and invaded Thrace with a formidable ar- 
my. They had entered that province in 425, under the 
conduct of Rougas their king, as we have related above; 
but he being killed with lightning, and at the fame time a 
plague raging with great violence in his army, the Barba- 
rians repafl'ed the Danube, not daring, fays Socrates nl , to 
engage in a war with the Romans, whofe caufe Heaven 
had evidently efpoufed. Rougas was fueceeded by Roas or 
Rouas in 434, who concluded a peace with the Romans, 
on condition, that they ihould pay him a yearly penfion of 
three hundred and fifty pounds weight of gold. A few 
years after, the Hunns refolving to drive out the Boifchi, 
and other barbarous nations dwelling on the banks of the 
Danube, under the protection of the Romans, Rouas dif- 
patched Eilas to the court of Conflantiuople, threatening to 
make war upon Theodofius, if he afforded them the leaft 
afliftance. The two generals Plintha and Dionyfius were 
appointed by the emperor to treat with the king of the 
Hunns, and divert him, if poffible, from the rcfolution he 
Rouas king had taken: but in the mean time Rouas dying, and his ne- 
cf the phew, the famous Attila, fucceeding him, the ambafladors 
Hunntdiesj were ordered to treat with him, and his brother Bleda, his 
‘effdt’d ^b' partner in the fovereignty: but inllead of Dionyfius, who 
jiitilla. * could not agree with Plintha, was fent the quaeftor Epi- 
genee, a man of great experience in negotiations. 

The attibafiadors had an interview with the two princes in 
the neighbourhood of Margum, a city on the Danube in 
Upper Moefia, at a place where the Margus or Margis falls 
into that river. The Romans were obliged to confer with 
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them on horfeback, the Hunns refufing to difmount. The 
peace was Confirmed, but upon fuch conditions as plainly 
betrayed the weaknefs and deplorable condition of the em- 
pire. Thefe were, 1. That the Romans fliould deliver to 
Attila and Bleda fuch Hunns as had taken, or fliould for the 
future take, refuge in the Roman dominions. 2. That the Jhamtful 
Roman prifoners, who fliould make their efcape from the con dittonsi 
Hunns without paying their ranfom, fliould in like manner 
be delivered up, or eight pieces of gold be paid for each. 

3. That, inftead of three hundred and fifty pounds weight of 
gold, the Romans fliould for the future pay annually feven 
hundred. 4. That the Romans fliould not a (lift any nation 
whatfover, when attacked by, or at war with, the Hunns. 

In compliance with this fhameful treaty, the Romans imme- 
diately gave up to Attila fome princes of the royal blood of 
the Hunns, who were byliisdlrders crucified like the mean- 
eft of flaves, in the fight of the Romans, becaufe they had 
abandoned their own country to ferve in their armies. At- 
tila, being in virtue of this treaty, at full liberty to make 
conquefts, reduced all the northern countries, his authority 
being acknowleged even by the barbarous nations lying 
north of the Euxine Sea n . Having extended his dominions, 
he refolved to take advantage of the wars in which Thcoilo- 
fi us was engaged with the Perfians and Vandals. Accord- 
ingly, without any regard to the above mentioned treaty, 
he pa fled the Danube at the head of a very numerous and 
formidable army j anil, entering I brace, made himfelf 
mafter of feveral cities and fortrefles, and, among the reft, _ 
of Viminacium, a place of great importance on the Danube, Danube 3 
and of Margum, which was betrayed by the bifliop of the 
place. Elated with this fuccefs, he difpatched a meflenger 
to Theodofius, requiring, or rather commanding, him to 
deliver up immediately all the Hunns who had taken re- 
fuge in the Roman dominions, to pay part of the tnbute 
that had been owing for fome time, and to fettle what fliould 

be paid for the future. , 

Theodofius could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon 
thofewho, after the declaration of war, had forfaken At- 
tila, and joined him. Attila therefore began to ravage 

the country, putting all to the fword, without diftinaion 

of fex, age, or condition. He took by florin Retianum on u c . „ 39 . 
the Danube in Upper Mocha, Singidunum, Naiffus, and 
Sirmium, formerly the capital of Illyricum, with feveral 
other cities ; infomuch that Theodofius, not thinking him- 
feif fafe at Conftantinuple, retired into Afia . As to the 
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The Hijlory of the 

iflue of this war we are left quite in the dark. All we know 
is, that this year a peace was concluded between Attila and 
TheodoGus, who returned to Coiiftantinople on the twenty- 
feventh of Auguft p. 

In the following year Theodofius, leaving Conftanti- 
nople, vifited the province of Pontus, where he caufed the 
public edifices, and walls of Heraclea, to be repaired. As 
he was one day, during his progrefs, marching on foot, 
greatly tormented with heat, dull, and third, an officer of 
his guards prefented him with a beautiful cup full of frefh 
and excellent liquor but the emperor, returning the officer 
thanks in a moll obliging manner, declared, that he would 
not by any means relreth himfclf, when it was not in his 
power to refrefh all his followers i. 

In 444, when Theodofius was conful the eighteenth time, 
with Albinus r , the eunuch Antiochus, the emperor’s great 
chamberlain, being convifted of extortion, and ahufing his 
authority to the oppreffion of the people, was, by Theodo- 
fius, degraded from the rank of a patrician, and confined 
to the monaftery of St. Euphemia at Chalcedon, flripped 
of the great wealth he had amafled, and deprived of all the 
honours which he had enjoyed Theophaaes writes, that 
Theodofius made him pope, meaning, perhaps, that he 
obliged him to take holy orders. Upon his difgrace the 
emperor enabled a law excluding all eunuchs from the dig- 
nity of patrician 

Next year, when Valentinian was conful the fixth time 
with Nomus, nothing remarkable happened in the Eaft 
but in the Well, Vitus being fent with a confiderable army 
into Spain, to fupport the natives againft theSuevians, molt 
of his troops were cut off by Rechila, and he obliged to 
fave himfclf by flight, and abandon the inhabitants to the 
meicy of thofe Barbarians. In the courfe of the following 
year, Aetius being conful the third time with Q^Aurelius 
Symmachus, the Britons, unable to withftand the Scots 
and Pi£ts, had recourfe to Aetius, who governed the 
Weftern empire almoft with ablolute dominion. To move 
him to compaffion they wrote him a letter with the follow- 
ing direction, rc The groans of Britain to the conful Aetius i” 
but could not, with all their groans and tears, prevail upon 
him to afford them the leall alliftance M . In the Eaft a dread- 
ful plague raged this and the following year, when Ardabu- 
rius and Alypius were confuls i and violent earthquakes were 

p Marc. Profp. Chron, Cod. Theod. tit. x. leg. 9. p. 89B. 
q Pafc- p. 395. r Marc. Chron. s Zonar. tom. iii. p. 34. 
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felt in moft provinces, which damaged fcvcral cities and 
deftroyed great part of the new walls of Conftantinoplc, 
with nfty-feven towers and many (lately edifices, not onlv 
in that city, but likewife at Antioch and Alexandria*. At 
this jundlure Attila, upon what provocation we know not 
(for both emperors readily complied with all his demands, 
however unjull and arrogant), mane an irruption 
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Thrace with a formidable army, confiftiiig of H units, 

Goths, Gepidce, Alans, and many other barbarous nations 
commanded by their refpedtive kings. Attila, whom they 
all obeyed, at the head of this numerous holt, over-rail, with- 
out oppofition, Illyricum, Thrace, both Dacias, Media, and 
Scythia. He took and plundered above feventy cities, and, 
among the reft, Philippopolis in T hrace, properly fo called, 
Arcadiopolis in the province of Europe, and Marcianopolis, 
the capital of Lower Moelia. T hey extended their ravages 
on one fide to the Euxinc fea, and on the other to the 
Streights of Thermopylx, which part Theflaly from Achaia 
or Greece. *In the mean time Arnegifelus, governor of 
Mocha and Thrace, collc&ed all the troops quartered in 
thofe two provinces, marched againft Attila, and engaging 
him in Lower Mocha, on the banks of the river Utis, which 
falls into the Danube near a city of the fame name, killed 
great numbers of his men; but falling from bis horfe, he 
was himfelf flain, after having fold his life dear, and his 
army was put to the route x . Another battle was fought andde- 
in the Cherfonefus near Gallipoli, probably by the generals /m'j the 
Afpar and Arcobindus, who were both lent againli Attila. ^ oman S e 
But no better fuccefs attended the Romans in this than in 
the other engagement; lo that Theoriohus was obliged to 
depute Anatolius, wiLh one Vigilius, who underftood the 
language of the Hunns, to Attila, to fue for peace, which 
he was ftridtly enjoiued to conclude upon any terms. 

A peace was accordingly agreed to, and ratified by the 
emperor, on the following terms, highly opprobrious to 
the Roman name. I. That the Roman's Ihould pay imme- 
diately to Attila fix thouiand pounds weight of gold, and 
every year two hundred. 2. That they ihould lend back 
to him all his deferters, and receive none for the future. 

3. That they fhould deliver up the Roman captives who 
had efcaped without paying their rnnfom, or pay for each 
of them twelve pounds weight of gold. 4- That the Ro- 
mans ihould fend no ambafladors to Attila, till they had 
furrendered all his deferters and fugitives A Purfuant to 
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this ignominious treaty fix thoufand pounds weight of gold 
were fent immediately to Attila, with all the Hunns who 
had taken refuge in the Roman dominions, among whom 
were feveral princes, who chofe rather to be killed by the 
Romans than fall into the hands of Attila z . This year a 
mifunderRanding arofe between Attila and Valentinian, on 
account of fome facred velfels which Attila falfly pretended 
to have been Rolen from him by Silvanus, a Danker in 
Rome. Silvanus, who was the lawful owner of thefe vef- 
fels, had fold them to the church. But as they were pieces 
pf exquifite workmanfhip, Attila, coveting them, or ra- 
ther feeking a pretence to quarrel with Valentjnian, claim- 
ed them as Rolen from him by Silvanus, and with great 
arrogance prefled the emperor either to reftore the vefl'els, 
pr deliver up Silvanus. In confequence of this demand, 
count Romulus was fent with Promotus, governor of No- 
ricum, and Romulus, an officer qf diftinftion, to the 
court of Attila, 1 to convince him, if pofltble, that the vef- 
fels in difpute had never belonged to him, or, if he con- 
tinued to claim them, to pay him their value in gold. 
Attila received the ambafladors in a very condefcending 
manner, entertaining them at his own table with theambaf- 
fadors of Theodofius, who arrived at his court much about 
the lame time. But the only anfwer that he returned to 
their reafoning and arguments was, that the velfels be- 
longed to him ; and that he was determined to do himfelf 
juftice, and declare war, if Valentinian did not either re- 
ftore them, or give up Silvanus, who had Bolen them. 
Notwithftanding thefe menaces, he did not make war upon 
Valentinian till three years after, though that prince could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to comply with either 
of his demands. 

theodofius In the following year, Edecon being fent by Attila with 
attempts to the character of ambalTador to Theodofius, the eunuch 
E et Chryfaphqs, the emperor’s great chamberlain, perceiving 

Wurdvf } R e was g rea tly taken u r ith the fplendor of the court, and 
defirous to continue among the Romans, promifed him 
great wealth and preferments, provided he would difpatch 
Attila*, an office which he undertaking, Theodofius con- 
sented to the wicked attempt, and charged Vigilius, inter- 
who [lares P reter to the Roman ambafladors at the court of Attila, to 
the tonjp'L afliB him in the enterprize. But Edecon, either appre- 
ratorsj and henfive of the dangers attending fuch a defperate attempt, 
makes or having diflembled all the time with the emperor and his 
u P or ! his return difeovered the plot to Attila, who 
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caufed Vigilius to be feized, and difpacched his fecretary 
Oreftes to reproach Theodofius with his treachery, and 
demand Chryfaphus, the chief author and contriver of the 
confpiracy. But Nomus, who was fent ambaffador to the 
king of the Hunns on this occafion, with feveral other per- 
fons of great diftin&ion, gained his efteem and affeftion to 
fuch a degree, that he promifed to live in peace and amity 
with Theodofius, pardoned Chryfaphus, fet Vigilius at 
liberty, and difmifled the ambafladors loaded with rich 
prefents a . 

The next year Theodofius was fo bruifed with a fall Yr. of FI. 
from his horfe in hunting, that, being with difficulty car- A ^° a ’ 
ried in a fedan to Conftantinople, he died on the twentieth L C 

of June, according to Theoplranes b , or the twenty-eighth 1 

of July, as we read in Theodorus c , who is followed by TheoJojlus 
mod chronologers. According to this opinion, he died in dies. 
the fiftieth year of his age, after having reigned foity-two 
years and near three months after the death of his father, 
and forty-eight fince he had received the title of Auguftus. 

He was buried on the thirtieth of July, in the fame tomb, 
with his father Arcadius. He is generally commended as His cha- 
a prince of exemplary piety ; but all own him to have had r ^ tr ' 
but {lender parts, and to have been entirely guided by thofe 
about him, cfpecially by the eunuchs of the court, who, 
abufing his authority, opprclTed the people to fuch a degree, 
that many in his reign ciinfe rather to abandon their native 
country, and live among the Hunns, and other Barbarians, 
than bear the tyrannical government of his minilleis. lie 
was a great friend to the church; but yet, milled by ill- 
mean in g men, countenanced the declared enemies of the 
orthodox faith, as the reader will find in the account which 
the ecclefiaftic writers iranfmit of the two councils held by 
his orders at Ephefus, and of the progrefs which the herefy 
of Eutyches made in his reign. Of the wi iters who i flou- 
rilhed under Theodofius, we {hall fpeak m the note (M). 


^ Prifc. p. 57—68. b Tlieoph. p 5 6s - c Theod. p. 38 . 


(M) We are chiefly indebted 
to the ecclefiaftic writers Socra- 
tes, Sozomen, find Philoftor- 
gius, for the hiltory ot the 
reign of Theodofius the young- 
er. Socrates was born in Con- 
ftantinople about the year 3 So, 


and fpent mod part of his life 
in that city (1). He begins 
wheie Eufebius ended his hif- 
tory, but repeats the tranlac- 
tioiiB of the tirit year of C011- 
ftantine's reign, that is, of the 
year 306, and carries his work 
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CHAP. LXV. 

‘The Uijlory of the EaJlern and Wejlern Empire^ 
from the Death of Fheodofus II. to the total 
Failure of the Weftern Empire in AuguJ'tulus. 

I F the laws at this time in force, concerning private es- 
tates and inheritances, had obtained with refpeft to 
kingdoms and empires, the right of Eudoxia to the impe- 
rial crown would have been indifputable, that princefs be- 

ing 


down to the feventeenth con- 
fulfhip of Theodofius II. that 
is, to the year 439 : fo that it 
comprifes the fpace of a hun- 
dred and thirty-four years. So- 
zomen, or Salaminus Hervnias 
Sozomencs, as he is fly led by 
Fhotius, was not, as fome have 
conjectured from the firft of 
thefe names, a native of Sala- 
jnis in the ifland of Cyprus, but 
of a village in the territory of 
|Gaza, named Bethelia, as ap- 
pears from the account he gives 
of the converfion of his grand- 
father to the Chriftian reli- 
gion (2). He undertook his 
great hiffory, which was to 
comprife whatever had happen- 
ed nvorthy of notice front the 
third coniullhip of Crifpus and 
Conftantine Csefars, that is, 
from the year 324 to tjie fe- 
venteenth confullhip of Theo- 
dofius the Younger in 4 39 (3). 
Whence it is manifelf, that the 
wprk which has reached our 
times is imperfeift, (nice it ends 
in the year 415. About the 
beginning of the ftxth century, 
Calliodorus caufed the hi (lories 
of Socrates, Sozomen, and 
Theodoret, to be tranlhi'ted into 

(O Soz. lib. v. cap, 15. p. 617 
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the Latin tongue by Epipha- 
nes, that Greece alone, lays 
Calliodorus, might not poflefs 
fo valuable and neceflary a 
work. Philoltprgius, born a- 
bout the year 3 69 , in the pro- 
vince of Cappadocia Sepunda, 
compiled an ecclefiaflic hiflory, 
or rather, under that name, an 
apology for the Arlans, efpe- 
cially the Eunomians, whofe 
tenets he himfelf held. He 
began his work, which was di- 
vided into twelve books, with 
the death of Conftantius Chlo- 
rus, the father or Conftantine 
the Great, and carried it down 
to the acceftion of Valentinian 
JII. to the empire, in the year 
423. This work has been long 
fince loft ; but an abftradt of it, 
which may be termed a large 
hillory, has been conveyed to 
us by Photius (4), who com- 
mends the ftyle, but thinks the 
author often tod dilfufe and te- 
dious. Philoftorgiu?, befides 
his hiftcry, com poled a long 
panegyric on. Eunomius, and 
an "apology for the Chriftian re- 
ligion againft Porphyrins ; but 
neither of thefe works has reach- 
ed our times. About the fame 


(9) Ibid. lib. i, cap, 1. p. 401- 
[$) Phot. cap. 40. p, 
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ing the only child of the deceafed emperor; but not the 
leaft regard was had either to her, or to the emperor Va- 
lentinian her hufband : and indeed neither of them feems 
to have laid claim to the Ealtern empire, though Tlieodo- 
fius left no iffiie male behind him. AsPulcheria had fhar- 
ed the fovereignty with her brother, and bore the title of 
Augufla, fhe remained by his death foie mirtrefs of the 
empire ; anil no perfon was more capable of governing. 
However, as no woman had yet reigned alone in either 
empire, fhe determined to marry, notwithftanding the re- 
time lived Philip of Sida in to be ftill extant, and lodged in 
Pamphylia, who wrote a very fume libraries (9). Hitherto 
d iff Life hiflory from the creation only lomc fragments of it, re- 
to his time, confiding of eight bating to einbalfies, have been 
hundred and . fix ty- four books, pubhfhed, which are to be found 
which he entitled the Chriitian among the works of the other 
Iliilory. Of this voluminous Byzantine hiflorians. Some 
work, which has been long fince parages of his hillory are cjuot- 
loft, Photius fpeaks with great ed by Jornandes ( 1 ) . He wrote 
contempt (5). The fame an- with great exaftnefs and ele- 
thor wrote another extenlive gance. The hillory of Theo- 
work, wherein he confuted, or dolius the Younger was likewife 
attempted to confute, the writ- written by one John, who is 
ings of the emperor Julian (6); often quoted by Evagrius, and 
but the performance has un- bv him llyled orator, or pro- 
dergone the fame fate as rhe feflbr of eloquence. His hif- 
other. The author was a den- tory ended with the feventh 
con of the church of Conftan- year of Jullin 1. of the Chrif- 
linople, and thought himlelf tian sera 52^, therefore ive 
greatly injured, becaufe he was inufl dilfinguilli him from an- 
not preferred to that fee (7). other hillorinn of the fame 
Prifcus, who attended Maxi- name, whole hillory began with 
tnus, when fent ambaffador to the death of Jullinian, and was 
Attila in 449, wrote the hillory carried down to the reign of 
of the war between that prince Mauritius. Another hiflorian, 
and Theodofius ; the hiflory of named likewife John, a follower 
Marcian’s reign; an account of Euryches, wrote in five books 
of the journey of Anthemius the ecclefiaftic hiflory, from the 
to Rome, of the war carried on tune of Neflorius to the defeat 
in the reign of Leo againft Gen- of Bafilifcus ; that is, from the 
feric, and of the unhappy end year 428, to 477. To his ee- 
of Arpar, and .his children, clefiaftic hiflory he added five 
murdered by the emperor Leo books (2), the contents of which 
in 471 (B). His hillory is laid are at this time unknown. 

(5) Phot. cap. 40. p. 21. (6) Socrat. lib. vii. cap. 27. p. 36*. 

(7) Idem. ibid. ( 3 ) Evagr. hb. L cap. 17. p. » 73 - & l,b - m 

cap, i. p. 183. (9) VoJ. Hilt. Grs c. lib. iv. cap. 18. p. 488. 

(1) Join. Rcr, Qoth. cap. 24- 34 i 35 - 4 1 - 4 ?. ( x ) phoL ca P 4 »- 

^ folutioq 


409 



410 

Fulchtria 
refolves to 
marry 
Hard an, 


•who it de- 
clared em- 
peror. 


His birth, 
education, 
employ - 
mentjj and 
thurptter. 


The hijtbry of the 

iolution flic had taken, or the vow fhe had made, to con- 
tinue a virgin to her death. Purfuant to this refolution, as 
foon as the death of Theodofius was publicly known, fhe 
fent for Marcian, a perfon remarkable for his exemplary 
piety, and extraordinary qualifications; and told him, that 
fhe defigned to raife him to the fovereignty, by marrying 
him, on condition that he would fuffer her, agreeably to 
the refolution fhe had taken, to live and die a virgin. Mar- 
cian readily complying with this condition, fhe fent for the 
patriarch Anatolius and the fenate, and in their prefence 
declared Marcianus emperor. Her choice being approved 
by them, and applauded by all the officers at court, both 
civil and military, the new emperor was crowned at the 
palace of Hebdomon, on the twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth 
of Auguft, 450 d . His eleftion was immediately commu- 
nicated to Valentinian ; and he approving it, his images 
were, according to cultom, fent into the Weft, and receiv- 
ed at Rome on the thirtieth of March of the following 
year. The marriage was celebrated with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence, Pulcheria being then in the fifty-firlt, 
and Marcian in the fiftieth year of his age. 

He was a native of Thrace or lllyricum, defeended from 
a family of no great diftinftion, but remarkable for their 
attachment to the orthodox faith c . As his father ferved 
in the army, he refolved to follow the fame profclfion ; and 
went to Phijippopolis in Thrace, in order to lift himfclf in 
that fervice- On his journey he found the body of a man 
lately killed lying on the public road and induced by bis 
good-nature, could not proceed, till he had decently in- 
terred it. This circumftance fome perfons, accidentally 
coming by, obferved, and immediately acquainted the ma- 
giftrates of Philippopolis with what they had feen ; who 
thereupon caufed marcian to be feized and examined, and 
would have condemned him, had not the true author of the 
murder been timely difeovered and convi&ed f , Marcian, 
thus reftored to liberty, lifted himfelf among the troops 
quartered at Philippopolis, and ferved as a private man in 
421, when, upon tne breaking out of the war between the 
Romans and Perfians, the corps in which he ferved was 
ordered into Syria ; but Marcian, falling Tick as they march- 
ed through Afia, continued a long time indifpofecj at a 
place called Sydema, and thence repaired to Conftantino- 
jle, where he lifted himfelf among the troops that wei^e 

d Thcod. p. 551. Eva^r. lib* ii. cap. t. p. 275, Theoph. p. 89. 
Cbron. Ale*, p. 738, e Nicephor, lib. xv. cap. 1. p. 595- 
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commanded by Ardaburius, and bis fon Afpar, who, dif- 
covtnring him to be a man of uncommon parts, raifed him 
to the poll of their fecretary. In that character he attended 
Afpar in 43 i , into Africa, where he was taken prifoner hy 
Genferic, with many perfons of diftinction, Afpar himfelf 
having narrowly efcaped falling into the enemy’s hands. 

All the captives of diftin£lion were, by Genferic’s orders, 
brought into the palace, where while they were waiting in 
an open court till the king was fit leifure to view them, 

Marcian, lying on the ground, fell afleep ; and an eagle at 
the fame time appearing over him, fays Evagrius, and in- 
tercepting with his extended wings the fcorching rays of 
the fun, afforded him a friendly fhade. This phenomenon 
Genferic obferved from his apartment, and concluding from 
thence that he was deftined by Heaven to the empire, he 
granted him his liberty, after having obliged him to fwear, 
that he would never make war upon the Vandals. Worn 
Africa he returned to Conftantinople, where he was, ac- 
cording to Theophanes 5, honoured with the fenalorial dig- 
nity. Theodorus ftyles him only tribune, but adds, that 
he diftinguifhed himfelf in war h . He had by his firll wife, 
who died before his acceflion to the empire, one daughter, 
named Euphemia, whom, when he was raifed to the fovc- 
^ reignty, he married to Anthemius, afterwards emperor ot 
the Welt. All writers agree, that Marcian was a prince 
of exemplary piety, a zealous patron of the orthodox faith, 
a father to his people, a finccre friend to virtue, an enemy 
to vice and irreligion ; in Ihort, a perfon endowed with 
every great and good quality becoming a i prince. Some 
writers” prefer him even to Conftan.me and Iheodofu s he 
Great. He preferred none but perfons of known abil ties, 
and unblemilhed characters ; for the reader will find m 
the writers of thofe times, great encomiums bellowed not 
only upon him but upon all thofe w io were einp oy^ pMitr - a> 
him in the adminiftration. Pule er * a ’ . j n- mother to 

peror Valcntinian, died this year m the Weft - an J 11 ", th e 'mp t ro r 

terred at Ravenna, where her tomb is ftill lo be een . y aitntlni . 
She is cenfured by fome writers fo r yielding, or inducing j lt , 

her fon to yield. Welt Illyr.cum to , A urL Jte DO t C r for 
governed the Weftern empire with ^bfolute P om er o 
twenty- fix years, Valcntinian fuffenng ber to ruk, to the 
hour If he! death, with the fame authority which fhc had 
enjoyed in lus minority. 
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r In the following year 451, Attila affembled one of the 
moil numerous and formidable armies we find mentioned 
in hiftory. It confifted of Hunns, Gepidae, Oftrogoths, 
Ptugians, Gelonians, Burgundians, Belonatians, Squiri, 
Neurians, Baftarnae, Turingians, Bru£lerians, Franks dwell- 
ing on the Neckar, Marcomans, Suevians, CLiadians, He- 
ruli, Turcilingians, and, in fhort, of all the Northern Bar- 
barians, to the number of five, or, as others affert, of fe- 
ven hundred thoufand n*&n k . In raifing fo formidable an 
army, he had nothing lefs in view than to conquer both 
empires : but Marcia'n returning no other anfwcr to his 
ambaffadors, fent to demand the annual penfion or tribute 
paid by Theodofius, than that he had gold for his friends, 
and fteel for his enemies, he turned his arms 1 It againft 
Valentinian, whom he held in the utmoft contempt, being 
convinced that it would be no difficult undertaking to re- 
duce, in fpite of all oppofition, the Eaftern, after he had 
m*ade himfelf matter of the Weftern empire. Being there- 
fore determined to make war upon Valentinian, he fent a 
folemn embaffy to that prince, demanding his filter Mono- 
na, whom he pretended to be his wife, and with her half 
the Weftern empire. We have obferved before, that Ho- 
noria had maintained, by means of her eunuchs, a private 
correfpondence with Attila, and even fent him a ring, 
which the ambaflador produced to prove their marriage. 
Valentinian anfwered, that among the Romans, women 
had no right to the imperial crown, nor to any part of the 
empire \ and at the fame time difpatched Carpilio, the foil 
of Aetius, and feveral other perfons of great dillinftiou, 
to the court of Attila, to convince him of the injuflice of 
his claim. 

Attila, to the great furprize, both of Valentinian and 
the deputies themfelves, feemed to be fully fatisfied with 
their reafoning, and arguments they alleged ; but it was 
only the better to deceive the unwary prince, and put in 
execution a new fcheme. Hcmeric, the fon of Genferic, 
king of the Vandals, having married the daughter of Thep- 
doric, king of the Goths in Languedoc, enufed her nofe to 
be cut off foon after, and fent her back, thus disfigured, 
to her father, upon a bare fufpirion, that {he defigned to 
poifon him. As he knew that Theodoric would not fail 
to refent fuch an outrage, he refolved to anticipate 
him ; and therefore fent rich prefents to Attila, to en- 
gage him to attack Theodoric. Attila, who wanted only 
fomc pretence to enter Gaul, readily clofed with the pro- 

^ Prifc. p, 40, Jorn. cap. 78, p, 666, 5id. Car* vii. p. 54. 
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pofal, pretending at the fame time, that he might meet 
with no oppofition from the Romans, to be fully fatisfied 
with the reafons alleged by their ambaffadors, and to relin 
quilh all claim to any part of the empire; and he fent 
Valentiman a very obliging letter, attiring him, that his 
warlike preparations were defigned againft Theodoric 
alone ; that as to the Romans, he fliould ever look upon 
them as his friends, provided they did not efpoufe the caufe 
of his enemy. At the fame time he attired Theodoric of 
bis friend (hip, and exhorted that prince to join him againft 
the Romans, as their common enemy, 

The better to furprife Valentinian, he did not wait the 
return of the ambafladors ; but departing immediately from 
Scythia, though in the midft of winter, and directing his 
march through Germany, never halted till he reached, 
early in the fpring, the banks of the Rhine. There the 
Fianks, who ftill dwelt on the German fide of that river, 
endeavoured to flop him ; but they were eafily defeated, He defeat* 
Childeric, the fon of Merouee, and grandfon of Clodion, the Frank „ 
being taken prifoner, with his mother, and other perfons ™ d ** Uf * 
of diftinftion l . The Franks being defeated, and difpurfed, nU ' 
Attila caufed an incredible number of boats to be built, 

H cutting down for that purpofe whole forefts; and patting 
the Rhine without oppofition, entered Gaul. Asheinfinu- 
ated, that he defigned to live in friendfhip with the Romans, 
and only defired to march through their country, in order 
to make war upon the Vifigoths in Languedoc, feveral cities 
opened their gates to him ; hut the rapine and violence 
which he futtered his men to commit in the cities that had 
received him, betraying his real defign, the other cities 
(hut their gates againft him. Then pulling off the mafk, Takes and 
he befieged, took by ftorm, and pillaged, Tongres, Treves, deftroys fe- 
Strafburg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, and all the towns in 
that neighbourhood. Advancing into the country, and di- 
viding his numerous army into feveral bodies, he ravaged 
the country with fire and fword ; anti not only reduced and 
pillaged, but laid in afhes the cities of Arras, Laon, Befan- 
qon, Toiil, and Langres m . But notwithftanding the fuc- 
cefs that attended him on his firft entering Gaul, he was 
at length obliged by the Romans and Goths to quit that 
country. 

Being driven out of Gaul, he retired to Pannonia ; and, 
having reinforced his army with fupplies from Scythia, he 

l Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iv. p- 158. Du Chefne tom. i. p. 726. Sid. 

Car. vii. p. 54.1. m Greg- Tur, Hiit. Franc, lib, ii. cap. 57, 

p. 175. Idac, p, 
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rcfolved to make an irruption into Italy, where he hoped 
to meet with more booty, and lefs oppofition. Finding 
the pafles of the Alps unguarded, as no hoftili ties were ex- 
pe£led on that fide, he entered Italy towards the end of the 
year 451, as Idatius and Jornandes feem to infinuate ", or 
in the beginning of the following year 452, when Hercu- 
lanus and Sporacius were confuls. It is impoflible to ex- 
prefs the terror and confternation which fo fudden and un- 
expected an irruption occalioned, even in the molt diftant 
provinces. Aetius thought of faving himfelf by flight, and 
retiring with the emperor into Gaul ; but fhame getting 
the better of his fear, he continued in Italy, and began to 
afiemble the forces difperfed in the provinces. In the mean 
time Attila, advancing as far as Aquileia, the metropolis 
of the province called Venetia, inverted that important 
place, battering it night and day with an incredible num- 
ber of warlike engines. As it was well fortified, and de- 
fended by the flower of the Roman troops, it held out, in 
fpite of his utmoft efforts, for the fpace of three whole 
months, at the end of which it was taken by aflault, pil- 
laged for feveral days together, and laid in afhes, not one 
houfe being left ftanding, nor one perfon alive that fell in- 
to the enemy’s hands, Attila, intending, by this barbarous 
and inhuman treatment, to ftrike terror into the other 
cities, and frighten them into fubmiflion. The cities of 
Trevigio, Verona, Mantua, Cremona, Brefcia, and Ber- 
gamo, underwent the fame fate, the Barbarians raging in 
every place with fuch fury as can hardly be exprefled or 
conceived, and putting all to the fword, without diftinCIion 
of fex, age, or condition. It is commonly believed, that 
on this occafion the inhabitants of the province of Venetia, 
to avoid falling into the hands of the Hunns, retired to the 
iflands on their coaft, and laid the foundations of a city, 
which, borrowing its name from the province, was called 
Venetia, and is now known by the name of Venice 0 (A). 

“ Jornand. Rer. Goth. cap. 41. p. 672. Theoph. p. 91. 0 Por. 

de Imp. cap. 28. p. 6p, 7 2. Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iv. p. 169. 

(A) Cafliodorus, (peaking of but hurdles ; no other food but 
the Venetians, as he ftyles them, fifh ; no wealth befides their 
about fifty years after, fays, boats ; and no merchandize but 
that they inhabited the iflands fait, which they exchanged for 
of the Adriatic; that they had provifions (1). 
no other fence againft the waves 

(1) Cafliod. lib. xii. ep. 24. p. 199, 
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From the province of Venetia he advanced to Milan; 
then the metropolis of Liguria, which he took and pillae- 
ed : the city of Pavia, and feveral other places in that 
neighbourhood, he laid in afhes, after having plundered 
them, and put the inhabitants to the fword. Perceiving 
at Milan fome piftures, reprefenting the Roman emperors 
fitting on thrones of gold, and the Scythians, that is, the 
Goths or Hun ns, proftrate at their feet, he caufed himfelf 
to be painted fitting on a throne, and the Roman emperors 
carrying on their fhoulders facks filled with gold, which 
they emptied at his feet p. From Liguria, Atrila intended 
to go to Rome, 'which city was not in a condition to with- 
ftand him ; but his men, remembering the untimely end of 
Alaric, w r ho died loon after he had plundered that metro- 
polis, endeavoured to divert him, noiwithftanding their 
third: after plunder, from that refolution. Attila defpifed 
that omen but his troops being greatly diminilhed by 
want of provifions, and the maladies that raged among 
them, and Aetius having at the fame time, with a rein- 
forcement fent him by Martian from the Eaft, defeated a 
party of Hunns, he defered his march to Rome, and pur- 
sued his ravages in the neighbouring provinces. 

In the mean time Valentinian, having no other refource, 
fent envoys to Attila, with propofals for an accommoda- 
tion. At the head of this embafly was Leo bifliop of Rome, 
a perfon famed for his eminent piety, eloquence, and learn- 
ing. His colleagues were Albienus or Avienus, who had 
been conful in 450, and Trigecius, formerly prefect. They 
found Attila on the banks of the Menzoj not far from 
Mantua, and were received with uncommon demonftra- 
tions of kindnefs and efteem. He concluded with Leo, 
who furprifed and foftened him with his eloquence, a kind 
of treaty, which, it feems, was but a truce ', for he threaten- 
ed to return to Italy, and purfue his ravages with more 
cruelty than ever, unlefs the princefs Honoria was fent him, 
with the (hare of the imperial treafures due to her. One of 
the articles of this treaty was, that the emperor fhould pay 
an annual penfion to Attila. Ic was no fooner figned, than 
he ordered his Hunns to forbear hoflihtics, and, leaving 
Italy, retired beyond the Danube q - 

In the following year, the Saracens, the Nubians, and 
the Blemmyes, broke into the empiie ; hut were defeated 
by the troops of Marcian, and forced to implore peace, 
which the emperor granted upon terms highly advantageous 
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io the empire s as Prifcus allures us, who at tended the Ro- 
man ambaffadors to Damafcus , where the treaty was con- 
cluded r . 

Attifa dying in the year 453, feveral nations, formerly 
fubdued by that conqueror' revolting from his children, 
obtained leave of Marcian tp fettle in Thrace and Illyri- 
' cum, almoft entirely difpeopled by the frequent incuriions 
of the Hunns and other Barbarians. Among thefe mention 
is made of theSquiri, Satagairae, and Alans, who, under the 
Conduft of Candax their king or leader, fettled in Letter 
Scythia, and Lower Moefia : to the Rugians, Sarmatians, 
and Cemandrians, lands were granted in Illyricum, near a 
place called the Caffcle of Mars : to the Goths, commonly 
called Oftrogoths or Laftern Goths, to diftinguilh them 
from the Vifigoths or Weltern Goths, who afterwards be- 
came matters of Spain, Marcian granted all Pannonia, from 
Sirmium, now Sirmifh, in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, at 
prefent Vienna, in Auflria, a large tract, comprifing many 
cities. Thefe Goths were then governed by three brothers, 
Valemir, Theodomir, the father of Theodoric the Great, 
afterwards king of Italy, and Vidimir, who divided that 
extenfive country among them, Valemir fettling in the 
Eaftern part of it, Theodomir in the Weftern, and Vidimir 
between the other two. The Goths, as well as the other ' 
Barbarians, acknowleged the authority of the Conftantino- 
politan emperors, and were fubjecls of the empire ; but at 
the fame time their princes claimed an uncontrouled autho- 
rity over their own people, and frequently waged war with 
each other. Even one of the fons of Attila, named Ernuc, 
and fevexal other Hunns, fubmitted to the Romans, who 
granted them lands on the moft diftant borders of Letter 
Scythia, in Dacia, and amongft the Sarmatians in lllyri- 
cum. At this juncture died the emprefs Pulcheria, 
daughter to Arcatlius, filler to Theodofius II. and wife to 
Marcian. She left by her will, which was confirmed and 
executed with great fidelity by Marcian, the immenfe 
wealth of which fhe was pottetted, and her rich moveablesi 
to the poor 6 . She was a woman of moft extraordinary parts, 
and is, on account of her. exemplary piety, honoured both 
by the Greeks and Latins with the title of Saint. 

The following year is remarkable for the downfal and 
death of that great commander Aetius, owing chiefly to the 
malicious infinuations of Heraclius the eunuch, who, hav- 
ing gained an abfolute afeendant over the emperor, ealily 


r Evagr. lib.ii. cap. 5. p. 195. Prilc. p. 40. 
p. 6 1 . 6 Marc. Cluon. 
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perfuaded the weak prince, that Aetius afpired to the em- 
pire, and maintained a private correfpondence with the . 
Barbarians, in order to raife himfelf by their afliftance to 
the imperial dignity. Aetius, on his fide, gave fome occa- 
fion to the accufations of the eunuch, by prefling the em- 
peror with too much eagernefs to perform the promife he 
had made, of marrying his eldeft daughter Eudociato Gau- 
dentius the general's fon. His importunity gave weight to 
the calumnies of Heraclius, and confirmed the weak and 
jealous emperor in his fufpicions, which, according to 
Gregory of Tours', and all the writers of thofe times, 
were altogether groundlefs. But, after all, his treachery 
towards count Bonifacius, and feveral others, plainly prove, 
that he did not on all occafions fcruple facrificing his con- 
fcience and honour to his preferment and grandeur. Some 
pietend, but without any pofitive proof, and probably with- 
out foundation, that he was the fecret abettor of all the dif- 
turbances that happened during his ndmimftration ". Pe- 
tronius Maximus is faid to have greatly contributed to the 
death of Aetius, by urging the eunuchs of the court : to 
perfuade the emperor, that he aimed at nothing lefs han 
the fovereignty. The view of Maximus was probably to 
remove the only perfon who fcreened the prince from the 
vengeance he was refolved to take upon him for a late 

3 ^However that be, the death of Aetius being refolved on, 
Valentinian ordered him to attend him in the palace, pre- 
tending to have fome affair of the utmoft importance to 
communicate. Aetius obeyed the fummons, attended y 
Boetius, the prxfeftus prxtono.his intimate jnend, and fe- 
veral others. But Aetius alone was admitted into t. 
prince’s chamber-, which he had no fooner entered than 
Valentinian ran him through with 1 Ins fwon , 

the affiftance of the officers about him, particularly Ot He 
S him i„ * molt tartan*. >nd 

manner \ Thus fell the belt general of his age the terror 

i' b~«-, 

i Greg. Tur. Hilt. Fran. bb- "• ca P- * j^ n . 7 R eg> Suev. p. 654- 
i B “ C r Periled. Hi*, hb. i. cap. 4- P- -*7. 
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\yho had attended Aetius to the palace, were likewlfe dif- 
patched, being called one after the other into the emperor’s 
chamber. This bloody tragedy was afted, according to 
Theophanes, at Rome*. Valentinian immediately dif- 
patched ambafladors to the Suevians, and other foreign na- 
tions, to acquaint them with the death of Aetius, and 
confirm the treaties that general had concluded with them. 
But the news of that great man’s death encouraged fome of 
them to make irruptions into the empire. In the beginning 
of the following year, the Armorici were under daily ap- 
prehenfions of feeing the Saxons on their coafts - 7 the Ale- 
mans palTed the Rhine near Bade, and the Franks laid wafte 
the territories of Mentz and Rheims*. 

In the year 455, when Valentinian was conful the eighth 
time, with Anthemius, fon-in-law to the emperor Marcian, 
the Weflern empire was involved in terrible calamities. 
The emperor Valentinian was murdered on the feventeenth 
of March, and the empire feized by Petronius Maximus, 
grandfon to Magnus Clemens Maximus, who, having 
ufurped the fovercignty in 3R3, was taken and killed by 
Theodofius the Great. Authors give us the following ac- 
count of the unhappy end of Valentinian, and ufurpation of 
Maximus. The latter having married a lady equally fa- 
mous for her beauty ami chaltity, Valentinian fell paflion- 
ately in love with her; but her virtue being proof againfl 
all his prefents, menaces, and promifes, he had recourfe to 
the following artifice: he fent one day for Maximus to 
play with him at dice ; and, having won a confiderable 
fum, obliged him to leave his ring as a pledge for the pay- 
ment of it. This ring he fent privately to the wife of Ma- 
ximus, defiring her in her hufband’ s name to repair to the 
palace, and wait upon the emprefs. The lady, knowing 
the ring, went to the palace, in compliance with the fup- 
pofed orders of her hufband but was conducted by fome: 
perfons, employed for that purpofe, to a remote apartment, 
where Valentinian, without any regard to her tears and en- 
treaties, robbed her by foFce of that which was infinitely 
more dear to her than life. Upon her return home, fhe 
burft into a flood of tears, reproaching, in moft bitter terms, 
her hufband, whom fhe believed privy to her difhonour, and 
his own infamy. Maximus, on the other hand, then firfl: 
apprifed of the emperor’s wicked artifice, acquainted his 
wife with it, determined at all events to be revenged on 
Valentinian b . 

* Theoph. p. 92. a sid. Car. vii. p. 544 p b Procop. Bed. 
Vand. lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 186, 187. 
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Purfuant to this refolution, he applied to the friends of 
Aetius, whom the emperor had lately murdered, efpecially 
to Trauftila and Optila, or Occylla, two Barbarians, who, 
had iferved under that general, and had been diftinguifhed 
by him with particular marks of kindnefs and efteem. 

Thefe officers undertook to revenge the death of cheir old 
commander, and at the fame time the diffionour offered to 
Maximus-, accordingly falling upon Valentinian, while he 
was diverting himfelf in the Campus Martius at Rome, they 
firft killed his favourite eunuch Heraclius, who intrepidly 
interpofed, and endeavoured to fave his mafter , and then 
difpatched the emperor himfelf, with many wounds, in the 
fight of the whole court c (D). Valentinian was murdered 
on the feventeenth of March 4 55, after having lived thirty- 
four years, and reigned twenty-nine, and about five months, 
reckoning from the twenty-third of Oftober 425, when he 
was firlt declared Auguftus. His tomb is fuppofed to be 
dill extant at Ravenna. 

As he had very (lender parts, he was entirely governed 
bv the eunuchs of the court, who difpofed, at their pleafure, 
of all the great offices, facrificing the good of the public, 
and the honour of the prince, to their private inteieft and 
ambition. He had not courage enough to head his armies 
inperfon; and, befides, was, by his effeminate education, 
become altogether incapable of bearing the toils of a im i n)an . 
tarv life. The only journeys he undertook were from Ra- 
venna to Rome, and from Rome to Ravenna, keeping h.m- 
felf in both places locked up in his palace with a herd of 
eunuchs, and indulging, without relhamt, bis brutal in- 
clinations, though married to one of the molt beaut 

"Th“ Maximus, amho, of i, »f- 

fumed the purple; and, being faluted by the Roman peo- M 
ole w th the title of Auguftus, immediately raffed h.s fon 
filSSi. w the. dignity g of Caffa, Maximus was iprung 

‘ Marc^Idat. Cafficd. Chrom Evagr. «p. 7^ P - ^ 

T;:. p Co ^mS: l Vand - ,,b - ■■ cap ' 3 p - "*■ 
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from an illuftrious family in Rome, and had difcharged the 
firft offices in the ftatc with great applaufe and reputation. 

He was poflefled of immenfe wealth, which he fhared and 
enjoyed with his friends, leading an eafy and indolent life, 
and indulging himfelf in all the diverfions and recreations 
which his plentiful eitate could afford. Hence he no fooner 
began to feel the anxieties infeparable from a crown, efpe-f 
daily when acquired by unlawful means, than he repented 
the ftep he had taken, panting after his former condition. 
Sidouius relates that, the very firfh night he lodged in the 
palace, he was heard crying out, 11 Happy Damocles, whofc 
reign began and ended with a dinner !” It is even faid he 
had refolved to abandon Rome, of quitting the enfigns of 
majefty, and refuming, in fome corner of Italy, his former 
method of life c . But being diverted from that refolution 
by his friends, he appointed Avitus, then in Gaul, com- 
mander in chief of the Roman armies, who immediately 
difpatched Meflianus to acquaint Theodoric, king of the 
Viligoths, with the acceflion of Maximus to the empire. 
That general went foon after to confer in perfon with the 
Gothic king, and entered Touloufe, attended by Theodoric 
himfelf on his right hand, and one of the prince’s brothers 
on his left. He was upon the point of concluding a treaty „ . 
with Theodoric, when he unexpectedly received the dif- 
agreeable tidings of the death of Maximus, which put him 
upon other meafures. 1 he wife of Maximus dying foon 
after the outrage offered her, the ufurper, that he might 
have fome title to the crown, obliged Eudoxia, the deceafetl 
emperor’s widow, to marry him, contrary to her inclina- 
tion, a few days after the murder of her hufband ; and at 
the fame time married her daughter Eudocia to his fon 
Palladium. 

Eudoxia, who had loved Valentinjan with great tender- 
nefs, highly provoked at feeing hcrfclf married, againft her 
will, to the very perfon who had deprived him both of his 
life and empire, refolved, whatever it coft her, to revenge 
the death of her former hufband, and the affront , offered in . 
her perfon to his bed. Blinded, therefore, with paflion, 
and thirft of revenge, fhe took fuch meafures as proved fa- 
tal to herfelf, to Rome, and all Italy. Expecting no affift- 
ance from Marcian, unwilling perhaps to engage in a civil- 
war, fhe difpatched a trufty meffenger to G^nferic in Africa, 
conjuring him to revenge the death of his friend and ally 
Valentinian, and to refeue her out of the arms of a tyrant, 
the murderer of her hufband f . Some authors affirm, that 

r Sid. lib, ii. ep. 13, p. 57, 58, r Evagr. lib. ii, cap. 7. p. 498. 
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(he wrote to the king of the Vandals with her own hand, 
afiuring him, that he would meet with no great iefid»nce 
in Italy, and promifmg to affift him to the utmod of her 
power. This meflage was very acceptable to Genfcric, who 
had long wilhed for fuch an opportunity, which he em- 
braced with great joy; and putting to lea without lofs of 
time, ftecred his courfe to Rome. When his numerous 
fleet firft appeared, the chief citizens, and perfons of dif- 
tindhon, ftruck with terror and difmay, inllead of putting 
themfelves in a podure of defence, thought only of con- 
fulting their fafety by flight g . Among thefe was Maximps 
himfelf ; but, as he was flying with his court, the popu- 
lace, exafperated againd him for thus fhainefully abandon- 
ing thofe whom it was his duty to proteft, rifing on a fud- 
den, purfued him with (bowers of (loncs ; which infult Maximus 
fome of Valentinian’s officers obferving, they threw them- murdered . 
(elves upon him ; and a Roman fuldier, named Uifus, gave 
him the fatal blow h . His body was ignominioufly dragged 
through the chief ftreets of the city; and, after it had lain 
fome time expofed to theinfulcs of the incenfed multitude, 
thrown into the Tiber. Such was the end of the ufurper 
Maximus, after he had lived about fixty years, and borne 
the title of emperor three months. His foil Paiiadius is 
fuppofed to have undergone the G me fate. 

Three days after the death of Maximus, Genferic entered Rometahen 
Rome without oppolition, and abandoned it to the mercy a J tli ^J u *~ 
of his Vandals, driiftly enjoining them, however, not to cenfenc. 
let fire to the city, nor died the blood of the inhabitants, 
purfuant to the promife he had made to Leo the Great, 
then biihop of Rome, who had gone out to meet him \ 

They continued in the city f ourteen days, pillaging not only 
the private houfes, but dripping the public buildings of all 
their rich ornaments, and even the churches of their facred 
veflcls. They took an incredible number of captives, every 
one feizing fuch women as they liked bed, and, amonglt 
the men, thole who they thought would be of mod fervicc 
to them. Genfcric biinhlf forced the imperial palace; 
and having feized o:i the treafure, and all the rich move- 
ables, he caufed them to be put on board a veiTel, with the 
emprefs Eudoxia, her two daughters Placidia and Eudocia, Eudoxia 
and Gaudentius the fon of Aetius, and carried them all and her 
into captivity. Amongd the fpoils, mention is made of a, ^"neTIn* 
great many Ifatucs, with which a veflel was loaded ; of half 
the - covering of the Capitol, which was of brafs plated over 

P Sid. p. 174. y Procop, p. 1 S6. Jornand. Rer, Goth, cap. 45. 
p. 677. * Theoph. p. 93. Vift. Profp. Chron. 
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with gold ; of facrcd veflels of gold, enriched with pre? 
cious ftones ; and of thofe which had been formerly taken 
by TitUs out of the temple of Jcrufalem, and brought to 
Rome. 

Genferic, having thus ftripped the city of all its wealth, 
and valuable ornaments, returned with his fleet to Africa 5 
but loft in his paflage the fhip that carried the ftatues k . 
Marcian, fenlibly affefted with the misfortune of Eudoxia, 
^nd the two princefles her daughters, earneftly entreated 
Genferic to fet them at liberty 5 but he, defpifing both hi^ 
entreaties and menaces, kept them till the year 462, when 
he fent back Eudoxia, with her fecond daughter Placidia, 
to Leo, the fucceflbr of Marcian. Eudocia he married to 
Hunneric his eldeft fon, who had by her Hilderic, after- 
wards king of the Vandals in Africa 1 . In the Eaft, Mar- 
cian enabled this year a famous law, wherein he allowed 
every one to bequeath to the ecclefiaftics and monks what 
they pleafed, and revoked the laws of the other emperors 
his predeceflors, forbidding widows and deatonelTes to leave 
any thing in their wills to the church m (C). . . 


k Theoph p. 93. Ev3gr. p. 98. Prncop. p. 1S9. I Theod. 
lib. i. p. 552. Pule. p. 41. m Cod. Theod. Nuv. lib. iii, tit. 5. 


(C) The chronicle of Idatius 
has been of great ufe to us in 
writing the hiftory of Valenti- 
nian’s reign. He was a native 
of Lamego in the province of 
Beira, belonging then to Gali- 
cia, but at prefent to the king- 
dom of Portugal. He was or- 
dained bifliop of Aquae Flavize, 
in Galicia, in the third year of 
the reign of Valentinian III. 
that is, about the year 427. 
Notwithftanding the wars and 
difturbances that reigned in his 
time all over the empire, efpe- 
cially in Spain, he wrote a 
chronicle, which is, properly 
fpeaking, a continuation ot that 
of St. Jerom. He carries it 
tlovvn to the third year of An- 
themius’s reign, in 469, the 
jforty-firft of his epifeopucy. 
The work inti tied Noli tia Im- 
perii is fuppofed to have been 
^yritten in the reign of Valen- 


tinian III. and Theodofips II. 
but by fome in the very begin- 
ning, by others in the latter 
end, ot the reign of Theodolius. 
This Notitia contains a fuc- 
cinft account of the Hate ot the 
empire in thofe times, that is, 
of the provinces, and their go- 
vernors ; of the other magif- 
trates, boih civil and military, 
their titles, and officers * ot 
their land and fea-forces ; ol 
their foot and hnrfe; of their 
troops, borli Roman and fo- 
reign, and the places where 
they were quartered. To the 
Notitia is added a defeription ot 
Rome by an anonymous au- 
thor, who i? fuppofed to have 
written under Valentinian III. 
To this defeription of Rome, 
father L’Abbe adds one of Con- 
ftantinople, done likewife by an 
anonymous writer, either in the 
reign of Arcadius, orofTheo- 
doliui 



Eajlern and IFcJlern Empire . 

Avituf?, or Flavius Maccilius Avitus, as he is flyled on au 
ancient medal m , had been appointed by Maximus com- 
mander in thief of all the Roman forces, and was at the 
court of Theodoric, king of the Vifignths, when he receiv- 
ed intelligence of the death of the ufurper. He immedi- A 
ately acquainted Theodoric with what had happened, who ^ 
thereupon prefled him to afliime the purple, and even ^ 
caufed him to be proclaimed emperor by the Goths in a 
Touloufe, on the tenth of July of the prefent year, pro- a 
mifing to fupport him in his new dignity with the whole 
flrength of his kingdom D . However, he did not aflumc 
the title of emperor till the eighth of Auguft, when he was 
proclaimed by the Roman army at Arles, and by all the 
chief men in Gaul. Theodoric went immediately, attend- 
ed by his brothers, to Arles, to congratulate the new prince 
on his acceflion to the empire, and was received by him as 
a perfon to whom he was chiefly indebted for the dignity 
be enjoyed p . From Arles the emperor fet out for Rome, 
where he was received by the populace with great demon- 
ftrations of joy. Marcian, who had nothing fo much at 
heart as the public welfare and tranquility, gladly approv- 
ed of his promotion, and acknowledged him for his col- 
league. Genferie putting to fea with a numerous fleet, and < 
* a co n fide rable army on board, wi.h a dehgn to ravage the c 
coafts of Italy or Gaul, was overtaken near Corfica by the f 
Roman fleet, under the command of Runner, and totally 
defeated. Ricimer, ftyled by feme Richimer orRichemer, i 
was fprung from the royal family of the Suevians ; but as * 
his mother was the daughter of Vallia, king of the Goths, 
be is commonly looked upon rather as a Goth than a ^ue- 
vian. He ferved from his youth in the Roman armies, , 
and acquired fuch reputation by his warlike exploits, 
that Sidonius gives him the title of Invincible, and 
Jornandes ftyles him the bed commander of his age , 
Sidonius prefers him for courage to ' Y jb or P 

tlence to Fabius, for good-nature to Metellus, for 'l - 
qucncc to Appius. for Tigou. and refoluuo.r to 1 ulvms, 

- Goltz. P . .35- * Greg. Tnr lib » c*P ; .-■£*«• P ldar ’ 

p. 3 i, I liJ or. Cliron. q Jorn. t <q ■ 45- 1 

. r v rrpa- who feenris to have been a pn- 

dofius the \ ounger. 1 he trea 

kv phibfupiiy. 

to have been written about the ts not known (i). 
lame time ; but the author, 

r.) IJat. Citron. L’Abb. Seript. tom. ii. Du Pin, tom. nr. P- 1ST- 
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and for addrefs to Camillus r . But thefe good qualities 
were over-balanced by vices j he was a man without faith, 
honour, or honefty ; ambitious to fuch a degree, that, not 
fatisfied with being commander in chief of all the forces of 
the Weft, patrician, and fon-iu-law of an emperor, raifed 
and depofed emperors at his pleafure. This unbounded 
ambition prompted him to murder four emperors, three of 
whom had been raifed by himfelf, and to inflame and pri- 
vately aflift the avowed enemies of that empire, which he 
was by the ftrongeft ties bound to proteft and defend. 
Elated with his fuccefs over Genferic, inftead of purfuing 
it, he returned to Rome, and revolting with Majorianus, 
obliged the fenate to declare Avitus unworthy of the em- 
pire ; a decree which no looner came to the prince's ears, 
who was then in Gaul, than he haftened to Italy ; but 
upon his arrival at Placentia, he was ftripped by Ricimer 
of all the enfigns of majefty s . Theophanes writes, that 
Avitus was defeated in battle by Ricimer on the fixteenth 
of October 1 ; fo that he had fcarcc reigned fourteen 
months. Being thus divefted of the purple, lie caufed him- 
felf to be ordained bifhop of Placentia ; but the fenate in- 
filling upon his being put to death, he withdrew' from Pla- 
centia, with a defign to take fanftuary in the church of St. 
Julian at Brioude, in Auvergne, the place of his nativity. 
Gregory of Tours adds, that he died on the road, and his 
body was brought to Brioude, and burled near that of the 
holy martyr Julian. The next confuls were Conftantine 
and Rufus, belonging both to the Eaftern empire, no em- 
peror being yet chofen in the Weft, in the beginning of 
the year 457, died the emperor Marcinn, after having reign- 
ed fix years, five months, and two days. His death Theo- 
dorus, furnamed the Reader, aferibes to his having aflifted 
at a proceflion on the twenty-fixth of January u . Marcian 
is commended, by all the writers of thofe times, for the in- 
nocence and fimplicity of his manners, for his extraordinary 
piety, and zeal for the purity of religion Leo, bifhop 
of Rome, calls him a prince of blefled and venerable me- 
mory , 'tmd the Greeks honour him with the title of Saint, 
celebrating his feftival, with that of the emprefs Pulche- 
ria, 011 the feventeenth of February. He was buried in 
the church of St. Zea, at Conftantinople, which he had 
built. 

A few days after the death of Marcian, Leo was pro- 
claimed emperor, with the unanimous confent of the fe- 

r Sid, Car. v. p. 317. 5 Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. n.p. 280* 

* TbeopU. p. 54. u TJieod. lib. i. p. 650. w Evagr. 

lib, ii, p, 299. Idat. Marc, & Chron. Alex, p, 747. 
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nate, people, and foldiery, and crowned by Anatolius, pa- 
triarch of Conftantinople *. This is the firft mftance we 
find in hiflory of a prince’s receiving the crown at the 
hands of a bilhop. Leo, diftinguifhed by the Greeks with 
the furname of the Great, was, according to the moil pro- 
bable opinion, a native of Thrace, and on that account is 
commonly called Leo the Thracian. He had ferved from 
his youth in the Roman armies, and commanded a body 
of troops encamped at Selymbria, in Thrace, when he was 
raifed to the empire. Hia prudence, moderation, impar- 
tiality in the admiiiiftration of jultice, exemplary piety, 
and zeal for the Catholic religion, are greatly extolled by 
the writers who flourifhed in thofe times. Leo is faid to 
have owed his promotion to the patrician Afpar, of whom 
we have made frequent mention, and his foil Ardaburius, 
who not daring, though very powerful, tD aflume the pur- 
ple themfelves, as they were Arians by religion, and not 
Romans by birth, conferred it upon Leo, in whole name 
they hoped to reign ; and we are told, that Leo promifed 
to raife one of Afpar’s Tons to the dignity of Cscfar r . In 
the very beginning of his reign, great difturbanccs were 
raifed by the Lutychians in Alexandria, who, hearing of 
the death of Marcian, rofe in a tumultuous manner, mur- 
dered the Catholic biQiop Proterus, and chofe in his room 
one of their own fed, named Timotheus Elurus. The 
tumult was foon quelled ; but the authors of it, putting 
themfelves under the protection of Afpar, a zealous patron 
of Arianifm, were fereened from the pumlhinent due to 

their wickednefs z . , , 

In the Weft, after an interregnum of about three months, 
during which time Ricimer governed with abfolute power, 
Majorianus was proclaimed emperor by the fenate, the 
people, and the foldiery, llicimer proposing him as a per- 
ion in every refp eft well qualified for that high flatten. 
All we know of his family is, that his father had ferved 
with great reputation under Aetius, and was afterwards 
raifed to the office of treafurer of the empire. His mother 
was the daughter of Majorianus, appointed by ^codofius 
I or rather by Gratian, in 379, general of the Roman 
horfe and foot in Pannonia. From him the emperor took 
the name of Majorianus. He was raifed to the empire • m 
the flower of his age, having already given .Several jnftances, 
not only of his courage and military ab.Ut.es but of hi. 
generofity, moderation, and other amiable quaht.es. Pro- 
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copiusfays, that he furpafied in every virtue all the princes 
who had reigned before him a . He lived from his child- 
hood in great intimacy with Ricimer, and therefore was 
cafily prevailed upon by him to revolt from Avitus. Soon 
after the depofilion of that prince he was raifed to the poll 
of general in the room of Ricimer, who was created pa- 
trician, probably by Maician, or Leo his fuccefl'or; for the 
emperor of the Eaft is fuppofed to have governed the 
Weftem empire during the interregnum b . He had not 
been long general when he was proclaimed emperor, at a 
place about fix miles from Ravenna, called the Little Pil- 
lars c . In the beginning of his reign, a civil war being 
kindled among the Suevians, they concluded a peace with 
the Romans, that is, with the natives, who flill held fe- 
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veral fortrefles in Galicia, and acknowleged the authority 
of the emperor ; but notwithllanding this peace, they made 
themfelves malters of Lifbon, after being admitted into the 
city as friends d . 

In the following year, when the two emperors, Leo and 
Majorianus, were confuls, the Vandals made a defeent on 
the coaft of Campania; but Majorianus marching againft 
them, defeated theirforces in the neighbourhood of Sinuefla, 
between the Garigliano and theVolturno, put greatnumbers 
to the fword, among whom was the brother-in-law of Gen - 4 
feric their commander, and obliged the reft to fave them- 
felves on board their fleet, which failed immediately for 
Africa c . Majorianus refolved to purfue them thither, and 
to attempt the recovery of that wealthy country, applied 
himfelf to the fitting out of a powerful fleet ; and had, be- 
fore the end of this year, aflembled a great number of 
troops, and above three hundred veflels. But of this en- 
terprize hereafter. In the Eaft the city of Antioch was 
almoft ruined by ail earthquake, which happened on the 
fourteenth of September. Scarce a Angle houfe was left 
(landing in the new city, the moft beautiful quarter of that 
metropolis f . 
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Next year, when Magnus and Apollonius were confuls, 
Majorianus leaving Arles, diretted his march towards 
Spain, which he entered in the month of May, with a 
defign to pafs over from thence into Africa g . Genferic, 
alarmed at the great preparations that were carrying on in 
all the ports of the empire, fued for peace ; but his propo- 
fols being rejetted, he difpatched a fquadron of his beft 


a ProcDp. Bell. Vand . lib- i. p. 1 94. Vide Valef. p. 186. 

c Joni-Rer. Succ- p. 654. Marc.Chron. A Idat. p. 37. e Sid. 
Car. v- p- 32.5. f Evag. lib. ii, cap. ix. Thcoph. p. 95. K Idat. 
Marc. Chruii. PiUc p ^x. 
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fhips, with orders to attack the Roman fleet rldincr ^ 
bay of Alicant ; which fervice they performed wifh 
fuccefs, that they took moft of the Romnn fhip S) 
turned w.th them ,n tnumph to Africa. This misfortune 
which was ch.efly owing to the treachery of thofe on bn^H 
jhc Roman fc,, p„, , (l.p the ( n,o?priz e> td obi *1 
Major, anus to return to Arles ; whence he iifucd orders 
for equipping another fleet. But in the mean time Gen? 
fene dread, ng the arms and valour of Majorianus, dif- 
patched ambaffadors to him with new propofals; which he 
accepted, as they were very advantageous to the empire* 1 . 
T’hus a peace was concluded between Majorianus and Gen- 
feric ; but the articles of the treaty have not been tranf- 
mitted to pofterity. 

In the Lad nothing happened this year that deferves no- 
tice, except an earthquake, which overturned great part of 
the city of Cyzicus. Jn the following year, 461, Ricimer, 
who had raifed Majorianus to the empire, thinking himfelf 
negle&ed, and jealous of the great reputation that prince 
had gained by his wife and vigorous adminidration, refolved 
to depole him ; accordingly, having got him by treachery 
into his power, as he was returning from Gaul to Rome, 
he (tripped him of the imperial ornaments at Tortona in the 
“’Milanefe, on the fecond of Augult, and caufed him, on the 
ieventh of the fame month, to be ndalTinated at Iria, now 
Voghera, after he had reigned three years arid fome 
months } . Majorianus, in whofe reign the empire feemed 
in a manner to revive, being thus removed, Ricimer pro- 
claimed cSeverus at Ravenna, on the nineteenth of Novem- 
ber, that he might reign in his name, the new prince be- 
ing entirely unqualified for that high Ration. All we know 
of him is, that he was a native of Lncania k . In the Lad, 
Leo refuting to pay the ufual penfion to Valamir, Theodo- 
mir, and Widemir, kings of the Oftrogoths, whom Mar- 
rian bail allowed to fettle in Pannonia, they flew to arms, 
laid wade great pare of Illyricurn, and reduced feveral cities; 
but Anthemius, fon-in-law to the late emperor Marcian, 
having obliged them to retire into Pannonia, they heark- 
ened to the offers that were made by Leo to renew the an- 
cient alliance between them and the empire. * A peace was 
Accordingly concluded, and the famous 1 heodorie, after- 
wards king of Italy, then in the eighth year of his age, de- 
livered to Leo as a hoftage ! . But of him we (hall have 

h Procop. p. 194. 1 Jorn. Rer. Guth. cap. 45. p. 678. Evag. 

lib. ii. cap 7. p. 299, k jorn. Reg. Suec. cap. 46. p. 654. 
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frequent occafion to fpeak in the hiftory of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy. 

Genferic, pretending not to be bound by the late treaty 
with Majorianus, after that prince’s death, fent a powerful 
fleet to pillage the coafhs of Sicily and Italy, and made him- 
felf mafter of Sardinia m . The fame year Marcellinus, or, 
as Procopius calls him, Marcellianus, who had ferved 
with great reputation in the Roman armies, no longer able 
to bear the haughty behaviour of Ricimer, revolted from 
Severus, and, retiring into Dalmatia, eftablifhed a new fo- 
vereignty, independent of the empire". The inhabitants 
of Italy, feeing themfelves at the fame time threatened by 
Marcellinus and Genferic, had recourfc to Leo, emperor 
of the Ealt, who immediately difpatched ambafladors to 
Genferic and Marcellinus. The latter, fatisfied to fee 
himfelf acknowleged by Leo, prince of the country which 
he had feized, promifed not to moleft the Romans. But 
Genferic openly declared that he would liften to no terms, 
till the effefts of Valentinian were delivered up to him; 
which he claimed becaufe his fon Hunneric had married 
Eudocia, that prince’s eldefl daughter. However, he re- 
ftored to Leo Eudoxia, the widow of Valentinian, and 
Placidia, her fecond daughter; who being foon after mar- 
ried to Olybrius, of whom hereafter, Genferic declared he 
would wage an eternal war with the Weftern empire, un- 
lefs Olybrius, brother-in-law to his fon, was raifed to the 
imperial dignity 0 . To this low ebb was the Roman gran- 
deur reduced by the death of Majorianus, and the admi- 
niftration of Ricimer. Jn the courfe of the following year 
j*Egidius gained a fignal viftory over the Vifigoths in Gaul ; 
and next year Rufticus, or Rufticius, and Olybrius, being 
confuls, Beorgor, king of the Alans, having entered Italy 
with a confiderable army, was oppofed by Ricimer in the 
neighbourhood of Bergamo, and, on the fixth of February, 
cut off, with all his men. Whence rhefe Alans came is 
uncertain. About the fame time ./Egidius died in Gaul, 
either by poifon or aflbflination, and upon his death the 
Vifigoths fubdued the greater part of Gaul. 

In 465, when Bafilifcus and Hermenericus were confuls, 
Severus died at Rome, after having borne the name of em- 
peror almoft four years. He is fuppofed to have been pojp 
foned by Ricimer p . His death was followed by an inter- 
regnum of almofl two years, Ricimer ruling, during that 
time, with abfolute power; but not daring, as he was by 

n Pilot, cap. 242. 

P Jorn. p. 654. 

birth 


10 Procop. Bril. Vand. lib. iv. cap. 6. p. iy2. 
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birth a Barbarian, to take upon him the title oF emperor. 
The fame year a violent fire breaking out in Conftantinople, 
reduced to afhes eight of the fourteen quarters into which 
rhat city was divided. However, it was at laft extinguiihed, 
after it had raged with incredible fury for the fpace of fix 
whole days, and as many nights The following year, 
when the emperor Leo alone was con ful the third time, Ri- 
cimer aflembled a powerful licet, with a defign to attempt 
the recovery of Africa ; but was, by contrary and violent 
winds, which continued blowing the whole fummer, obliged 
to drop that enterprize. During the cunfulfliip of Pufteus 
ami Johannes, the interregnum ended in the Weft. An- 
themius was, with the ronfent and approbation of Rici- 
m er, declared emperor, notwithftanding the great intcrcft 
made by Genferic in favour of Olybiius, brother-in-law to 
his foil. Anthemius was n native of Conftantinople, de- 
feended from an ancient, illuftiious, and wealthy family, 
and was, at the time of his promotion, count of the Eaft. 
He had fome claim to the empire, having married Mnrciana, 
the only daughter of the late empeior Marcian, by whom 
he had three fons and one daughter. He had been conful 
in 455, and was foon after, though very young, raifed to 
the dignity of patrician, and the port of general. Sidonius, 
Tils panegyrift, writes, that, upon the death of Marcian, no 
one thought of conferring the empire on Leo, till Anthe- 
mius had refufed it r . Theophanes ftyles him a molt Chrif- 
tian prince s . Soon after his nomination, he left Conftan- 
tinople, and departed for Italy, attended by a great num- 
ber of chofen troops, and feveral counts, with other per- 
fons of diftinftion, among whom was Marcelhnus prince of 
Dalmatia, whom Leo had perfuaded to join the new em- 
peror, and, jointly with him, make war upon the Vandals . 
Anthemius was received at Rome by the fenate and people 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy, and proclaimed at 
a place about three miles from Rome, called Bontrota \ 
A few days after he gave his daughter in marriage to Rici- 
mer, purfuant to a private agreement between that general 
and the two princes. 

In the mean time Genferic, highly provoked againtt Leo 
for having preferred Anthemius, and not Olybrius, to the 
empire, fent a powerful fleet, which ravaged Peloponnefus, 
and the Greek iflands. Leo refolved to avenge the affront 
offered to the Eaftern empire. Accordingly in the follow- 

1 Evagr. lib. ii cap. 13. p. 3°7- Theodor. P- SSS- 
MS. r Sid. p. i95" ■ Theopli. p. 9! t. [ 

Cop. Bell, Vand. lib. i. cap. 6. p. iji- Jorn. cap, 46. p. 654. 
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ing year 468, when Anthemius alone was conful, he fitted 
out the greateft fleet, fays Procopius, the Romans had ever 
done. Cedrenus writes, it confided of one thoufand one 
hundred and thirteen (hips, each (hip having one hundred 
men on board w . Theophanes, and Nicephorus *, affirm, 
that no fewer than one hundred thoufand (hips were em- 
ployed in this expedition ; a number altogether incredible. 
To the forces of Leo were joined all the bed troops of the 
Weft, under the command of Marcellinus, who reinforced 
them with a chofen body of men raifed in. his own domi- 
nions. Leo gave the chief command of this formidable fleet 
to Bafilifcus, brother to his wifeVerina, who had frequently 
vanquiffied the Barbarians in Thrace. Under him com- 
manded John, a perfon of extraordinary courage and ex- 
perience y . The ifland of Sicily was appointed the place of 
general rendezvous. From thence Marcellinus was to fail 
for Sardinia, which the Vandals had lately feized : Herac- 
lius of Edeffii, a brave and experienced officer, was ordered 
to* proceed for Libya ; and Bafilifcus, with the greateft part 
of the fleet, and the flower of the troops, to fteer his courfe 
to Carthage. Marcellinus, purfuant to this plan, landed 
■ in Sardinia, and made himfelf mafter of that ifland, while 
Heraclius, landing unexpectedly in Libya, defeated the 
Vandals, who attempted to eppofe him, and reduced, with - " 
incredible expedition, Tripolis, and all the other cities of 
that province z . 

Genferic, receiving at the fame time news of the lofs of 
Sardinia and Libya, and of the arrival of the I\oman fleet at 
Cape Mercury, about thirty miles from Carthage, thought 
himfelf irretrievably loft : he is even faid to have had fome 
intention of abandoning Africa to the Romans, and retiring 
elfewhere : indeed, if Bafilifcus had, during the panic which 
had feized the Barbarians, marched direftly to Carthage, 
he might have eafily made himfelf mafter of the city, and 
finifhed the war at once ; but his dilatory proceedings giv- 
ing Genferic time to recover from his confternation, he be- 
gan to defpife the Roman admiral, and had even the confi- 
dence to fend deputies, demanding a truce of five days, to 
fettle the conditions on which he was tofubmit to Leo. Ba- 
filifcus readily confented to the truce j during which Gen- 
feric, taking one night advantage of a favourable wind, fail- 
ed unexpectedly out of the harbour with a great number of 
fire-fhips, which being by the wind driven upon the Ro- 

w Cedren- p, 350. * Niceph. lib. xv. cap. 27. p. 631. r Pro- 

cop. lib. i. cap. 6, p. 153- * Theoph.\). ion Sid. Car. p. 119*’ 
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man navy, fet fire to many of their fhips, and threw the 
whole fleet into the utmoft confufion. 

Next morning Genferic’s fleet appeared drawn up in line The Reman 
of battle, and, falling upon the Romans before they could fleet tn /ty- 
re cover themfelves from their terror and confternatiun, took r * ca put to 
feveral of their fhips, funk others, and obliged the reft to ^ itm 
lave themfelves by n precipitate flight. John, who com- 
manded under Bafilifcus, and ignorant of his treachery, after 
having killed, with his own hand, an incredible number of 
Barbarians, threw himfelf, when overpowered, on a plank 
into the lea. Genfon, the fon of Genferic, charmed with 
his courage, and gallant behaviour, offered him his life 
and liberty ; but the brave commander anfwering, “ Itfhall 
never be faid that John owed his life to dogs,” quitted his 
plank, and was drowned*. As for Bafilifcus, Zonarus 
writes, that, in the heat of the engagement, he fuddenly 
racked about, arid crowding all his fails, fhamefully fled ; 
which raifed the courage of the enemy, and quite difhearien- 
ed his own people b . Marcellinus, after the reduction of 
Sardinia, returned to Sicily, with a defign to pals fiom 
thence over into Africa j but before he failed, he was af- 
faflinated by an officer, ‘who commanded under him, not 
without the privity, as was fuppofed, of Anthemius, to 
^irhom his power gave no fmall umbrage c . Herachus, who 
was on full march from Libya to Carthage, upon the news 
of the cowardice of Bafilifcus, retired into the territories of 
the empire. Bafilifcus returned to Sicily, with the few 
Ihips that had efcaped, having loft above fifty thoufand 
men d . From Sicily he returned to Conftantinople, and 
there, as his treachery was publicly known, tookfanftuary 
in the church of St. Sophia. Though both the emperor and 
people were highly incenfcd againf h.m, ,ye , by the media- 
tion of the emprefs Verina, his filler^ h,s life was fpared, 
and leave granted him to ret, re to Heraclea m Thrace 
Such was the ifl'ue of this unhappy expedition, wh ch 
faid to have coll both empires above a hundred and thirty 

thoufand pounds weight of gold ; not on y chear- 

but all governors, and other perfons in ^p'oyments, chea^ 

fully contributing large fums, to defray lie g 

enterprize of fuch confcqumcc to the ■ ™P'^- dnc t0 Zen0 , £ „ Wfl ,. 

This year Leo married his da g ■ f a _ r iei /iii 

defeended from an illuftnous family m If *“ ' /aught* * 

,h„-, u,™ ... Ruf.mbUd.ft... ."d h„, b ^, ”” 

riage, Trafcaliflkus, or Taraficod.fus f . He took the na 

» Procop. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 19*- * l pfjfc*p. P i9V ' Cedrtn. 
cap. *4*. p. 104.8. Marc. Chron. P Agfth. lib. iv. p. '+ 9 - 
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of Zeno from another Ifaurian, who had been raifed tc? 
great employments in the reign of Theodolius the younger 
Leo immmediately preferred his fon-in-law to the rank of 
patrician, appointing him, at the fame time, captain of his 
guards, and commander in chief of all the armies in the 
Eaft. The next confuls were Marcianus and Zeno, the 
two fons-in-law of the emperor Leo ; the latter having 
efpoufed Ariadne, and the former, who was the fon of the 
emperor Anthemius, being married to Leontia. Nothing 
worthy of notice happened this year in either empire ; bur, 
in the following confulfhip of Severus and Jordanes, Euric, 
king of the Vifigoths, an ambitious and warlike prince, 
conquered Auvergne, Berri, and Gevaudan, after having 
defeated a body of twelve thoufand Britons dwelling on th» 
Loire, who, under the conduft of Riothim, or Riotham, 
came to the afliftance of the Romans h . 

When Leo was conful the fourth time, with Probianus, 
fome mifunderftandiiig arofe between that prince and Af- 
par, who had raifed him to the empire ; but as Afpar was 
greatly beloved by the army, and commanded a feparatc 
and independent body, having Quelcal, a Hunn, for his 
lieutenant, the emperor thought it prudent to diffemble for 
the prefent. Pretending to be reconciled with Afpar, he 
gave one of his daughters in marriage to Patriuius Secun-~ 
dus, that general’s eldeft fon ; and loon after created Afpar 
C<efar. The inhabitants of Cnnifantinuple, knowing Af- 
par, and his whole family, to be greatly attached to the 
, dodfrine of Arius, were much difpleafed at this promotion \ 
but the emperor foon delivered them from the apprehen- 
fion they were under of feeing an Arijn raifed to the em- 
pire ; for, being informed by fome perfons, privy to all the 
counfels of Afpar, that a plot was carrying on againft him 
. by that general and his children, he refolved to anticipate 
them ; and accordingly caufed Afpar, and his fon Ardabu- 
rius, to be executed. The ancients only tell ps, that they 
fell by the bands of the eunuchs of the palace, Leo having 
ordered them to be put to death, becaufe they afpired to the 
empire 1 . But the modern writers add feveral circum- 
ftances, which feem inconfiftent with what we read in the 
authors who flourifhed in thofe times. Patricius was dan- 
geroufly wounded, but found means to efcape, as did like- 
wife Afpar’s third fon fdermeneric k . The friends of Af- 

E Theoph. p. i it, h Jorn. Rer, Goth. cap. 45, p. 67B. Sid. 

lib. tii. ep. g. p. 73, 74. Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. iB. p. 282. 

1 Marc. Chroa. Procop, Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 6. p.139, Vift. 
Tun. Jorn. Reg. Sine p. 664. k Niceph, lib. xv. cap 27. p. 733. 
Zonar p. 39. 
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£ar, especially the Goths in the emperor's fervice, attempt! 
to revenge his death, arid committed great difordersin Con- 
ftantinople, being headed by one df their countrymen" 
named Oftroui. But Zeno, who was theri at Chalet's* 
marching with a choice body of troops to the metropolis’ 
the Goths were driven out of the city with great flaughter! 
However, they ravaged Thrace, and, being joined by the 
Goths fettled in Pannonia, 4 nade themfelves matters of Phi- 
lippi arid Arcadiopolis ; which they reftored foon after, 
laying down their arms, upon the emperor’s promifing to’ 
pay them a certain film, and to appoint Theodoric, fon to 
Triarius, the brother of Afpar’s wife, commander of the 
Goths in the Roman fervice *. Upon the death of Aipar, 
who had bedn a zealous patron of the Arians, Leo pub- 
lirtied Teveral rigorods laws againft thofe heretics, depriving 
thenl of all their churches, and forbidding them to hold any 
public or private dfleinblies "h 

In the following year, when Feftus and Marcianus were 
confuls, Ricimer, who was no lefs powerful in the Weft 
than Afpar had beeri in the Eaft, dreading the fame fate, rc- 
folved to depofe the emperor Anthemius, who, he faw, 
began to rrtiftruft liiiri. Accordingly he openly revolted, 
and, at the head of the Barbarians in the Roman fervice, 
laid fiege to Rorrie, where the emperor refided. The citi- Vr. of FI 
zens, who were in general well aft'efted to Anthemius, made 
a vigorous refiftarice, riotwithftanding the famine and plague ^ c *l* 0 ‘ 
that raged in the City, depending upon the fuccours they 1 3 " °* 

daily expelled from Gaul, under the conduiR of BiJiiner ? Rome be- 
who commanded the Rorriaii troops iii that country, and fitted by 
Was greatly attached to the interelt of Anthemius. Bilimei 1 
arrived at length with a confiderable army, confuting partly 
of Romans, partly of Barbarians ; biit, having ventured art pi un j tre ^ 
engagement, he was totally defeated by Ricimer, who, en- 
couraged with this fdccefs, purfued the fiege with frelh vi- 
gour, and, ftorming the ciiy, iaged with no lefs fury than 
Alaric or Genferic had done, allowing his men not only to 
plunder the houfes of the unhappy citizens, bat to commit 
all manner of cruelties n . Ricimer ordered the emperot* Anthenuut 
Anthemius to be put to death, and Olybrius to be pro- an j 

claimed in his room d . Zeno, who fucceeded Leo, re- Q t y hr \ UJ 
proached the Roman feriate with the death of Arithtmius. proclaimed 
He is fuppofed to have died on the eleventh of July** but emperor. 
authors are blent as to the Circunlftances of hl$ death, con*- 

1 ATarc, Chrnn. Theoph. p. 181. m Theodor. lib. ivi cap. 4 * 

p. z 73 . d Marc. Chrun. Oiiuph. p. s?- Coned. tom, iv. p- 
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tenting themfelves only with telling us, that, by the trea- 
chery of Ricimer, he loft both his life and the empire. Ri- 
cimer did not long outlive Anthemius; for, being feized 
With violent pains in his bowels, he died on the eighteenth 
or nineteenth of September ; and was followed foon after 
by Olybrius, who died a natural death at Rome, on the 
twenty-third of O&obcr 1 *. This year Mount Vefuvius, in 
Campania, threw out fuch an immenfe quantity of afhes, 
as turned night into day, even at Conftantinople, where the 
people were aflembled in the circus, when the cloud firft 
appeared. All the ftreets and houfes were covered with 
afhes three inches deep r . 

In the following year 473, when Leo alone was conful 
the fifth time, Glycerius afiumed the title of emperor at 
Ravenna, being fupported by Gondibal, nephew to Rici- 
mer, whom Olybrius had elevated, during his fhort reign, 
to the rank of patrician. All we know of this prince is, 
that he had been comes domeflicorum, and was, according 
to Theophanes, a man of fbme merit. In the beginning of 
his reign the Goths, who had been allowed to fettle in 
Pnnnonia, rcfolved, without the leaft provocation, to make 
war upon both empires. Purfuant to this refolution, Vide- 
mir broke into Italy, while his brother Theodomir invaded 
the Eaftern empire ; but the former dying, his fon 7 bearing 
the fame name, was, by the rich prefents of Glycerius, 
prevailed upon to quit Italy, and retire into Gaul, where 
he joined the Vifigoths, who, being thus reinforced, con- 
quered foon after both that country and Spain B . Theodo- 
mir likewife died as foon as he entered the territories of the 
Eaftern empire, and was fucceeded by his fon Theodoric, 
furnamed the Great. Leo apprehending, either from his 
age or infirmities, that his end approached, wifhed Zeno 
to fucceed him ; but both the fenate and people of Con- 
ftantinople, who hated Zeno, flrongly remonftrating againft 
his promotion, the emperor raifed Leo the younger, the foil 
of Zeno by his daughter Ariadne, to the dignity of C^far, 
and even declared him his partner in the empire, though 
he was then only five, or at nioft fix years old h 

Next year the emperor was feized with a bloody flux, 
which, being attended with a violent fever, carried him off 
in a fliorttime. He died at Conftantinople, in the month 
of January, after having reigned feventeen years. Soon 
after his death, the emprefa Verina prevailed upon the fe- 

q Jorn. p,$7. Theof'li. p. 10*. r Zonar- p. 41. Theodor, 

jf; $55. Prooop. lib. ii. cap. 4. p. jg8. * Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 56. 
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Mate and people of Conflantinople to fufler her fon-in-hw Zenod,- 
Zeno to be declared colleague to young Leo in the empire. dareJ col- 
The ceremony was performed in the month of February, lfa Z Uf ,0 
not in the palace ofHebdomoh as ufual, but in the circus at /!ls J cn Le3 * 
Conftantinople 11 . The young prince did not furvive his Yr. or FI. 
grandfather above ten months w . Leo the elder, or, as he 
is commonly furnamed, the Great, not approving of the 
promotion of Glycerius, had, before his death, named to 
the empire of the Well Julius Nepos, or, as fome call him, i l0 ji eJm 
Nepotianus, a native of Dalmatia, and nephew, by the 
mother, to Marcdlinus, prince of that country, who was 
murdered in Sicily, as we have already related. Nepos, Glyctnut 
who, it feems, was then at Conftantinople, failed from 
thence, without lofs of time, for Italy; and, landing at 
Porto, furprifed Glycerius, took him prifoner, and, flrip- edtotht' 
ping him of the imperial ornaments, bad him ordained tmpirt> 
bifhop of Salonse in Dalmatia, after he had borne the title • 
of emperor a year and fome months *. 

Nepos having raifed Oreftes to the pod of general, an* 
pointed him commander of the Roman forces in Gaul , 
but he, inftead of proceeding into that country, purfuant Orefltt 
to his orders, bent his march towards Ravenna, with a de- revolts. 
.fign to depofe Nepos, who, he knew, was not in a condi- 
tion to oppofe him. The emperor, fufpe£ing his defign, 
and diftrufting the few troops he had with him, abandoned 
the city at his approach, and fled by fea to Salon* in Dal- Yr. of FL 
matia, where he was entertained by the bifhop Glycerins, ^ d. 475 . 
whom he had lately deprived of the empire Oreftes was 
bY birth a Roman, that is, Ife was born a fubjedl of the c in- 
spire. As he lived in Pannonia, perhaps his native country, 
when that province was ceded to the Hunns in 430, he 
lifted himfelf among the troops of Attila, who, finding 
to be a man of abilities, made him his fecretary* ami lent 
him at leaft twice to Conftantinople with the character ot 
ambaf&dor *. His father, Tatula, bore likewilc fo*\c con- 
(iderable employment at the court of Atti.a. f- rnar 
ried the daughter of count Romulus, font by . a cntmian on 

an embafTy to Attila in 449- and n ’|,i' 

by Males or M.ilus, Romulus Auguftus, but, by all other 
hiftorians, Romulus Auguflulus, either by way of denfion, 

or becaufe he was very young when railed to the emp r . 

Oreltes, leaving the Hunns, WIt , nj*rician 

the Roman armies, and was raifed to me rahk of pa.ric n, 
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and appointed by Ncpos general of tbe troops in Gaul ; 
when, turning his arms againft that prince, he drove him 
from the throne, and caufed not himfelf, but his fon Au- 
guftus, or Auguftulua, to be proclaimed emperor, on the 
twenty-ninth of Odlober of the prefent year. The new 
prince flyled himfelf Auguftus Romulus Auguftus, Au- 
guftus being both his pFOper name, and the title of his dig- 
nity. As Auguftulus was very young, his father took upon 
him the adminiftration, contenting himfelf with the title of 
patrician, and governing only as tutor and guardian to his 
fon, during his minority 4 . 

During thefe tranfadiions in the Weft, the Saracens 
committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia ; and the Hunna 
in Thrace put all to fire and fword, and afterwards retired 
unmolefted, the emperor Zeno, a molt lewd and debauch- 
ed prince, being abforbed in his fcandalous pleafures and 
diverfinns b . However, he concluded a peace with Genfe- 
ric, which was religioufly obferved by the Vandals, till the 
reign of Juftinian. The emprefs Verina, who had by her 
intereft raifed her fon-in-law Zeno to the empire, provoked 
at his enormous vices, and fcandalous indolence, formed 3 
confpiracy againft him, at the head of which was her bro- 
ther Bafilifcus, of whom we have fpoken elfewhere. Zeno- 
was privately informed of ihe whole; but, inftead of put- 
ting himfelf in a pofture of defence, and defeating their 
meaftfres, as he might have eafily done, he fled to Chalce- 
don, and from thence into Ifauria, his native country. Up- 
on his retreat, Bafilifcus was proclaimed emperor by the 
fenate and people of Conftantinople, to the great difappoint- 
ment of Verina, who defigned to confer the empire on Pa- 
tricias, magifter ofticiorum to Zeno, with whom fhe is faid 
to have ^maintained a. criminal correfpondence c . Bafilif- 
cus immediately declared his wife Zenonides Augufta, and 
hiifed his fon Marcus to the dignity of Csefar. 

In the following year 476, when Bafilifcus and Armatus 
vFere confuls, the Barbarians who ferved in the Roman 
armies, and Were diftinguiftied with the title of allies, de- 
manded, as a reward fot their fervices, the third part of 
the lands in Italy, pretending, that the whole country, 
which they had fo often defended, belonged to them. As 
Oreftes refuled to comply with this infolent demand, they 
refolved to do themfelves juftice ‘ and, openly revolting, 
chofe Odoacer for their leader d . Odoacer was, according 

a Procop. p. 308. b Evagr. lib. vii. cap. j. p. 33J. z Agath. 
lib. iv. p. 135). Jorn. Keg. Succ. cap. 47. p, 654 a Procop. 
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to En nodi us, meanly born and only a Dr i v , [P m .„ : t ^ 
guards of the emperor Auguftulus, whfn the b A " fW ' 0 ' , * 

hi "‘ r f " ft..™,’; b “T:s zju 

to have been a man oF uncommon parts, equally capable of " 
commanding an army, or governing a Hate. Having left 
Jus own country when he was very young, to ferve in Lr 
as he was of a ftature remarkably tall, he Was Hh ^ 

among the emperors guards, anti continued in that ft.ition 

! n E r • nt 7 “T* P uttin g himfelf at the head of 

the Barbarians in the Roman pay, who, though of different 
nations, had unammoufly chofen him for their leader he 
marched againft Oreftes, and his fon Auguftulus, who’ll, 11 
refuted to (hare any of the lands in Italy. 

As the Roman troops were inferior, both in number and 
valour, lid the Barbarians, Oreftes took refuge in Pavia, at 
that time .one of the .heft fortified cities in Italy ; but Odo- He hr,*** 
acer, immediately invefting the place, took it foon after Ore fa ,, 
by aflault, allowed it to be plundered by the foldiers, and Fa ™a\ 
then fet fire to it, which reduced mod of the houles, 1 and 
two churches, to afhes f . Oreftcs was taken prifoner, and who it 
brought to Odoacer, who carried him f© Placentia, where taken pri. 
he was put to death or the twenty-eighth of Align ft, the f oncr ' and 
.day on which he had driven Nepos out of Ravenna, and 
obliged him to abandon the empire- From Placentia Odo- 
acer marched to Ravenna, where he found Paul, the bro- 
ther of Oreftcs, and the young emperor Auguftulus. The 
former he ordered to be executed; but, fparing A uguftu- fj 

\us, in confideration of his youth, he ftripped him of the u c. , 314* 

enfigns of the imperial dignity, and confined him to Lu- . 

cullanum, a cattle in Campania, where he was, by Odoa- Au^ufiulut 
cer’s orders, treated with great humanity, and allowed a 


the impe- 
rial oma- 


liberal fum to fupport himfelf, and his relations*. Kr 
foon fubmitted to the conqueror, who caufed himfelf to be mans, ami 
proclaimed king of Italy, but would not 2 flu me the purple, confuted to 
or any other mark of the imperial dignify. Thus failed the Lucutla- 

very name of an empire in the Weft h . Britain had been num ‘ 

long fince abandoned by the Romans; Spain was poflefted a,d 
by the Goths and Suevians; Africa by the Vandals; the OJo^ 
Burgundians, Goths, Flunks, and Alans, had erected fevc- atcr . 
ral tetrarchies in Gaul ; at length Italy itfelf, with its proud 7 -p e ftl j 0 f 
Raeiropolis, which for fo many ages had given law to the the I'/rfl 
reft of the world, was enflaved by a contemptible Baiba- trn empire 

c Ennod. Theodor. Tanegyr. p. 308. f Jam. Rer. Gath cap. 46. 
p. 679. fle Reg. Succ. cap. 47. p- 654- B Procop. Bell. Gorh. lih. i. 
cap. i. p. g a g. h Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 4.6. CjiuIiJ. Ilaur. 

C 3 p. ¥9. Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 16. p. 308. 
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The Conjiantinopolltan Hifiory . 

fian, whofe family, country, and nation, are not well 
known to this day. This great revolution happened in the 
Weft in the year 476 of the Chriftian aera, five hundred and 
feven years after the battle of Aftium, when the Romafl 
monarchy was firft eftablifhed, and ortfc thoufand three hun-» 
hundred and twenty-four fince the foundation of Rome. 
Mcft writers obferve, that the empire began with Auguftus, 
and ended in a prince of the fame name. Of the ftate of 
Italy under Odoacer, till he was defeated and flain by 
Theodofic the Oftrogoth ; and under the Oftrogoths, from 
Theodoric to their expulfipn by Narfes, we fhall fpeak in ^ 
more proper place •, and in the mean time purfue the Ro- 
man hiilory, that is, the hiftory of the Conftantinopolitafi 
Roman empire, in which were preferved the fame marks of 
fovereignty, the fame ceremonies, titles, and employments, 
that had been firft eftabliihed at Rome. 
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CHAP. LX VI. 

The Co fan tin op o lit an Hijiory , from the Dijfo- 
lution of the Wtjlern Empire to the Death of 
JuJiinian the Great. 

A T the time that the Roman empire was abolifhed in 
the Weft, it was ufurped in the Eaft by Bafilifcus, 
who, upon the flight of Zeno, the lawful prince, was pro- 
claimed emperor, and his fon Marcus acknowleged Cselar, 
Zeno lied into Ifauria, whither he was purfued by Illus 
and Trocondes, two of the ufurper’s generals, who, having 
defeated the few troops he had with him, forced the un- 
happy prince into a caftle, which they immediately in- 
veiled. But, in the mean time, Bafilifcus having by his 
cruelty, avarice, enormous extortions, and, above all, by 
his unfeafonable zeal for the do&rine of Eutyches, greatly 
exafperated the fenate and peopl? of Conftantinople, as 
well as the foldiery, the two generals, informed of what 
pafled in the metropolis, and privately encouraged by th^ 
fenate, inftead of purfuing the fiege, openly declared for 
Zeno ■, and, joining him with all tbeiAforces, directed their 
march to Conftantinople. Bafilifcus no foDner helrd of 
their revolt than he difpatched Harmatius, or Armatus, hiq 
kinfman, with a very numerous army againft them, after 
having obliged him to fwear by his baptifm* that he would 



The Conjlantlnopotitan Hfior y m 

not betray him. But, notwithftanding this oath, he had’no 
foonsr pafled the Bofpoius than he joined Zeno, who was 
encamped, with Illus and Trocondts, in the neighbourhood 
of Nice, upon that prince’s promifing to appoint him ge- 
neral of the troops of his houfhold, and to continue him in 
that office during life to raife his fon Bafilifcus, who was 
yet very young, to the dignity of Csefar ; and to leave him 
the empire after his death 4 . Zeno, thus reinforced, march- 
ed directly to Conftantinople, which he entered without 
oppofition, the ufurper flying for refuge, with his wife Ze- 
nonides, and his children, to the great church, where he 
is faid to have laid down his crown upon the altar. Zeno 
ordered them to be immediately dripped of all the marks 
of the imperial dignity. Having foon after got them into 
his power, they being either betrayed a fecond time by 
Harmatius, as Candidus Ifaurus relates k , or delivered up, 
as we read in Procopius by Acacius, patriarch of Con- 
ftantinople, he confined them to a caflle in Cappadocia, 
named Limnos, where they perifhed in a ffiort time with 
hunger and cold m . Thus ended the ufurpatiou of Bafilif- 
cus, after it had laded twenty months. 

Zeno, purluant to his promife, raifed Harmatius to the 
' pod of general of the troops of his houfhold, and his foil 
Bafilifcus to the dignity of Ciefar ; but foon after, did Hid- 
ing the father, on account of his treachery and ingratitude 
to Bafilifcus, who had preferred him to the hrd employ- 
ments in the date, he commanded him to be murdered in 
the palace, employing for that purpufe Onoulus, or Onoul- 
phus, by birth a Barbarian, brought up in the family of 
Harmatius, and by his interelt raifed from a mean condi- 
tion to the dignity of count, and the pod of genera ol 11- 
lyricum. Bafilifcus, the fon of Harmatius, was depoied 
from the dignity of Ctffar, and made reader in a church 
near Conftantinople. He was afterwards ordained bifliop 
of Cyzicus, the metropolis of the Hellefpont, \s 1IL ’ 1 lir f 1 
he governed with great prudence and piety, and a Ih lied m 
ci8at the council of Conftantinople. During the ; u filia- 
tion of Bafilifcus, a dreadful lire broke out at Conll ' ! " t ' n , 0 ' 
pie, which confumed great part of the city, wnr i • 
brary, containing a hundred and twenty t mu an \ j 

and the works of Homer, written as ' S” ; 

characters on the great gut of a diagon, a iu 
twenty feet long . 

i Candid, p i 9 - Theoph._ p. ’°S. P' 0 ”]’; ^k'camhd. p h 'i 9 - 

cap. 7. p. *95. Evagr. lib- ‘• a l’’ ^ 4 ' P ' j5 ' m Jivagr. lib. in. 
I Procop. Bell. Valid, lib. i. cap. 7- P- ’94- S 

tap. S. p. 34.1. n Cedr. p. 3 5 - Zonar - P 43 ‘ 44 ‘ , 
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The Conjlantiiwpolhan Hi/lory f 

In the courfe of the following year, Theodorjc, the fori 
of 1 riarius, who had efpoufed the caufe of Bafilifcus, broke 
into Thrace with a numerous army of Goths, and advanced 
within four miles of Conftantinople ; an invafion which fo 
terrified the emperor, that he concluded a peace with him 
uppp his own terms ; one of the articles of which was, that 
Theodoric (hould be appointed commander in chief of the 
Roman fiorfe Next year Martian, the fon of Anthe- 
mius, who had reigned in the Weft, claiming the empire 
in right of hi? wife Leontia, .the eldeft daughter of the late 
pmperor Leo, uncxnedledly attacked the imperial palace in 
Conftantinople, at the head of fome malecon tents, prepared 
for any defperate attempt. The emperor’s guards, endea- 
vouring to make head againft them, were either difperfed, 
or cut in pieces, and Zeno himfelf fhut up with a fmall 
number of officers in the palace. Had Marcian purfued 
his defign, and forced the gates of the palace, tRe emperor 
muff have fallen into his hands ; but the attack being with 
the utjnoft imprudence put off till the next morning, Zeno 
in the mean time gainpd over, partly by prefents, partly 
by promifes, moft of the followers of Marcian, who, ter- 
rified at this defection, took fanctuary in the church of the 
Apoftles, whence he was dragged by emperor’s order, 
ofdained prieft, and confined to a monaftery in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cscfarca in Cappadocia p. 

As Zeno had not for fome years paid the Oftrogoths in 
Pannonia their annual penfion, Theodoric their king no 
fooner heard of the revolt of Marcian than he made an ir- 
ruption into Macedon 5 and from thence advancing into 
Epirus, reduced Dpras, on the Adriatic Sea, that import- 
ant plape being betrayed by a Gofh named Sidimont. But 
Sabiniaiius, an officer of great experience pud addrefs, hav- 
ing furprifed and cut in pieces a ftrong leinforcement that 
was mprehing to the affiftance of Theodoric, under the 
conduct of his brother Theudimont, and taken all their bag- 
gage, and fwo thoufand waggons loaded with provifions^ 
the Gofhs, abandoning Duras, retjred with precipitation 
into Pannonia- year Zeno not only concluded a 

peace, but entered info an alliance, with Hunneric, the fon 
and fuepeffor of Genferic, who had died three years be- 
fore In 43 1, Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths, re- 
newed (lis ravages, defolating the provinces of Macedon 
and Theffaly ; hoftilities which obliged Zeno to comply 
yriiU his demands, to yield to him part of Lower Dacia and 

e Jorn. cap. 57, p.696. p Candid- p. Evagr- P* 335 » 

'J'hepph. p. 109. 1 Marc, ad Ann Malel. p. 95. 

’ Mcofia, 

a 


/V 



The Conjlantinopolitan Hiftory. 

t0 the command of the troops of the , ^ 

houlhold, and to name him conful for the engine year n" . 
Upon theft terms he withdrew out of Maccdon anHjl 
faly ; reftored LanfTa, the metropolis of the latter province 
which he had taken ; and promifed to employ when re’ // "'°‘’ 0 ' 7r - 
quired, all his forces in defence of the empire In the" n7 ° f ' h ' 
following year Leontius, a native of ChalJin Syria and 
commander of the troops in that province, revolting fome j CQrt ; u . 
fay a the mitigation of the emprefs Verina, caufed him- rZ„, 
felf to be proclaimed emperor. Zeno immediately dif- 
patched Ulus, captain of the guards, againlt him ; but he, 
inllead of oppofing, joined Leontius ; and, having ravaged Yr. of FI. 
the provinces of Syria and Ifaurin, advanced to Antioch lS 3'- 
with a defign to feize on that metropolis. Longinus, the u r°' +84 ’ 
emperor’s brother, met them in that neighbourhood, at 33 ‘‘ 
the head of a confiderable army ; but his troops were ’to a U ioimJ bj 
man cut in pieces by the rebels, and himfelf was taken 
prifoner. 

After this victory, Leontius and Illus entered Antioch 
in triumph. Zeno, upon the defeat and captivity of his 
brother, difpatched John, an officer of great valour and 
experience, into Syria, with what troops he could aflem- 
])le, and prevailed upon Theodoric the Ortrogotli, to join 
him with a numerous army of Goths. Thefe two com- 
manders were attended with better fuccefs for meeting 
Leontius and Illus in the neighbourhood of Selcucia, they 
gained a complete viftory ; and the following year obliged 7I, 0' nrt 
the two ringleaders of the revolt to take refuge in the 
ftrong caftle of Papvra in Cilicia, which John immediately 
inverted, while Theodoric returned, as the war feemed now Pa/yra. 
ended, with his troops to Conftantinople s . Trocundus, 
the brother of Illus, taken prifoner by John, as be was at- 
tempting to make his efcape out of Syria, in order to llir 
up the Barbarians, was, by his order, beheaded h The 
fame ye^ar Theodoric, upon fome difgurt, withdrew from 
Conftantinople, and returned into Pannonia. Evagrius af- 
ferts, that Zeno, jealous of the glory he had acquired by 
his late vi£tory, and of the great efteem perfons of all ranks 
fhewed him, attempted to difpatch him privately How- 
ever that be, jt is certain that Theodoric, after having TheoJoric 
fpent the following year, w r hen Longinus and Decius were 
confuls, in railing troops, and making other military pre- & n(g 
parations, as if he defigned to make war upon the Barba- q hr act* 

r Jorn. Rcr. Goth, cap, 57. p- 696. 3 . Tlieophan. p. if*. 

Liberal, cap. 1S. p. 125, 1 Theophan. ibid. Evagr. 

lib. iii. cap. 17. p. 356. 
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rians, broke fuddenly into Thrace at the head of a nume- 
rous army ; and putting all to fire and fword, advanced 
within fifteen miles of Conftantinople ; but, inftead of Jay- 
ing fiege to that metropolis, as was apprehended, he re- 
turned into Pannonia the following year, in virtue of a pri- 
vate treaty between him and Zeno, by which the emperor 
gave him, as fome authors write, all the provinces of Italy, 
held then by Odoacer, encouraging him to refcue them 
from the hands of that Barbarian, and promifing to ac- 
Jcnowlege him king of Italy w . The Romans afterwards 
pretended that Zeno had fent Theodoric to conquer Italy, 
not for himfelf, but for the emperor of the Eaft, to whom 
of right it belonged. On the other hand, the Goths main- 
tained that Zeno had yielded it to be hqld for ever by the 
Goths. However that be, Theodoric, in the beginning of 
the autumn of the year 487, when Boetius was conful, 
returned to Nova in Moefia, which city he had chofen for 
the place of his refidence. Having fpent the winter in 
military preparations, he advanced, at the head of a power- 
ful army, towards Italy ; and entering that country, de- 
feated Odoacer in feveral battles, and eflablifhed a new mo- 
narchy. 

Leontius and Illus, after having defended with incredible 
bravery the caftle of Papyra for the fpace of four years, 
were at length taken by treachery, and put to death. 
Their heads were fent to Conftantinople, and expofed for 
feveral days to public view x . In the following confulfhip 
of Anicius Probinus, and Chronion Eufebius, Zeno order- 
ed feveral perfons of great diftiniflion to be executed, and 
banilhed others, confifcating their eftates under pretence 
that they had favoured Leontius and Illus y . Zeno, raging 
with more cruelty than ever, caufcd Pelagius, a patrician 
of great diftinftion, to be llrangled, for no other reafon but 
becaufe he had been told by an aftrologer ihat he was to 
fycceed Zeno *. The emperor did not long furvive him ; 
for in the month of April of the following year 491, when 
Olybrius was conful, he was feized with violent pains in 
his bowels, which carried him off in a few days, after he 
had lived fixty-five years, and nine days, and reigned fe-, 
veitfeen years and three months 3 (R). He is painted by 


w Jorn. Rer. Goth, lib, ii cap. 57. p. 694. * Tlieoph. p. 114- 

Phot. cap. z4». p. 1072. Theodor, p. 558. r Cedr. p. 354- 

* Zonar. p. 44. * Chron. Alex. p. 758. Evagr. lib. in. 

,«ap. 2 9 . p. 357. 

(B) The more modern Greek Cedrenus, tell us, that being 
jrriters, and amongft the reft feized with an epileptic fit, he 
• w^s 
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Upon the death of Zeno, his brother Longinus laid 

fl-T th , C C T TC * , but he be ' n B univerfally abhorred for 
Ins lewdnefs aud cruelty, Ariadne, widow to the deceafed 
emperor, eafily prevailed upon the fenate to acknowWe 
Anaftafius for emperor, who was accordingly crowned on 
the eleventh of April in the circus, according to fome by 

ffi’r 0 ?'" 8 ," 1 * 3 others, by Euphemius, patri’arch 
of Conltantinople, who abfolutely refufcd to place the im 
penal crown upon his head, till he had bound himfelf 
by a folemn oath, to protect the Catholic church, and’ 
maintain the doftrine of the two councils of Nice and 
Chalcedon. He was no fooner proclaimed emperor than He mama 
he married Ariadne, being then in the fixtieth year of his 
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dedart J 
tmfzrar. 


b Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. i. cap. 1. p, 3 n8. Marc, p 1z «, Ei-acr 
hb. 111. cap. 3 . p. 334. c Theoph. p. 1.7. Cedren. p. 357.* 

was buried alive, his wife Ari- which has been long fmee loft 
adne, who hared him, and was Mfllus or Males, by prufeflion 
>11 love with Anaftafius, whom a fophift, wrote the hiftory of 
Hie immediately married, not Zeno and Bafilifcus ; but of 
fuffering him to be relieved, that work only lome fragments 
though he made a dreadful noife have reached us (3). Candi- 
in his tomb ; which being af- dus, by birth an Ilkurian, cum- 
terwards opened, he was found prifed in ihree books a verv 
to have devoured the flefti of particular and dift in ft account 
his own arros, and even his of what happened from the e- 
bufkins (1). But of this tra- ledlion of Leo to that of Anaf- 
gical end no mention is made by tafius. A fhort abftraft of hig 
the more ancient writers. w’ork has been conveyed to us 

(C) Theodulus, a native of by Thotius. Evagrius, in 
Syria, publilhed in the reign of fpeakingof Zenn, often quotes 
Zeno feveral pieces againft the and highly commends Eufta- 
Manichees, and other heretics, thius, a native of Philadelphia* 
a comment on the Epiftle of St. who wrote an abridgment of 
Paul to the Romans, and a the Roman hiftory, from Ai- 
poem on the miracles related in neas to the twelfth year of 
the Old Teftament, and on the Zeno’s reign. Photius (peaks 
fables of the poets (z). His of Vidtorinus, who wrote fome 
comment has reached our rimes, orations in commendation of 
John the grammarian publilhed the confuls, aud of the emperor 
a book againft the Eutyphians, Zeno. 

(1) Cedren. p. 355. (O Marc- Chron. Gennad. cap. 91. 

Sixtus Senenf. lib. iv. p. 381. Poflevin. p. 469. Sigebert, cap. 134,. 

(3) Pilot, cap- 73. p. 17*. Zona r. p. 44. Evagr. p. 78. 
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age d . He was a native of Duras, the metropolis of New 
Epirus in Illyricum. All we know of his family is, that 
his father was born in the fame city \ that his mother was 
a Manichee, and Clearchus, her brother, an Arian e . 
Anaftafius himfelf is by fome Ity led a Manichee, by others 
an Eutychian. Magna, whom fome maintain to have been 
the emperor’s filter, others to have been wife to his bro- 
ther, named Paul, was a zealous Catholic f . Anaftafius 
had^iiot yet attained to the rank of fenator, when he was 
raifed to the empire, being at that time one of the great 
chamberlain’s officers, named filentiarii, whofe province it 
was to caufe proper filence to be obferved in the palace. 
He is faid to have led, while a piivate man, a very abfte- 
mious life, and to have given fignal inftances of his inte- 
grity } whence, upon his receiving the purple and diadem 
in the circus, the people, applauding his promotion, ex- 
claimed with one voice, u Reign, Anaftafius, as you have 
lived 

The beginning of his reign was defervcdly applauded by 
perfons of all ranks ; for he immediately remitted whatever 
was due to the treafury, and entirely abolifhed the infa- 
mous tax called chiyiargyrum, which was levied every 
fifth year upon thofe, even common beggars not exceptcdj 
who fold any thing, of how little value foever ; whence it 
Was called the gold of tribulation. To pay it, parents were 
often obliged to fell their children, after they had been 
ftripped of every thing elfe. It was not only raifed on all 
traders, in what kind foever of merchandize they dealt, 
but on the public proftitutes, who, by paying to the prince 
a confiderablc (hare of what they earned by their infamous 
profeflion, feemed to have purchafed a right to purfue with 
impunity their fcandalous practices. Alexander tSeverus, 
being alhamed, though a Pagan, to fuffer the money thus 
raifed to be lodged in the treafury, ^ordered it to be kept 
feparate, and to be employed in repairing the public edi- 
fices h . Theodofius the Younger fupprefTed this infamous 
tribute ; but it was fopn after revived through the avarice 
of his fuccefiors. This abolition of the chryfargyrum is 
recorded by all the hiftorians w ho mention Analtafius, as 
an action truly great, herpic, and aim oft divine, worthy of 
being tranfmitted to the lateft pollerity, and capable df 
covering the many faults whicl^ arp but top defervealy laid 
to that prince’s charge \ 

«* Evagr- p. 357. Theopli, p. 117. e Theodor, p. 558. 

* Niceph Cliron. p. 305. p Ccdren. p. 357. h Lampiid. 

in Alexand. p. 21*. 1 Evagr. p. ^70. Lunff, ManafT. p. 63^ 

?uid, p. 
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At the fame time the new prince drove all informers 
out of Conftantinople, and put a flop to the enormous abufe 
introduced by Zeno of expoling to fale all public offices, 
and beftowing, to the great oppreflion of the unhappy peo- 
ple, the beft governments on the higheft bidders h . 

Anaftafius having, by thefe and feveral other arts of ge- 
nerofity, gained the affertions of the people, they to a man 
joined him againft Longinus, the deceafed emperor’s bro- 
ther, who, in the beginning of the following year, when 
the emperor Anaftafius and Rufus were confuls, raffed 
lo me difturbances in Conftantinople; but was immediately 
i'eized, deprived of his employments, and banifhed into 
I fauna, his native country. With him were driven out of 
Conftantinople all the Ifaurians, who were very powerful 
in the late feign. The Ifaurians, thus banifhed the city, 
efpoufed the caufe of Longinus, and, openly revolting, 
kindled a civil war in the' bowels of the empire. They 
were headed by Longinus, the late emperor’s brother, by 
another Longinus, furnamed Selinontius, from the city of 
Selinus in Ifauria, the place of his nativity, by Indus, 
Theodorus, Ninilinghus, and feveral other Ifaurians of 
diftinrtion, who had been raffed by Zeno to the firft em- 
ployments of the (late. Conon, bifhop of Apamea in Sy- 
ria, abandoning his flock, joined his countrymen, and be- 
came one of the ringleaders of the revolt h Under theic 
chiefs, the rebels feized on an immenfe quantity of arms, 
and vaft fums lodged by Zeno in a fort in Ifauria, which 
enabled them to raife and arm above a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men. The emperor, alarmed at their progrefs, 
difpatched the flower of his troops againft them, under the 
condurt of two of the molt renowned generals of that age, 
Tohn the Scythian, and John furnamed G.bbus, or the 
Hunch-backed, who encountering the rebels in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cotycea in Phrygia, cut great numbers of 
them in pieces, and obliged the reft to take refuge amongft 

the inacceftible mountains of Ifauria, where t ey nvdiruain 

ed themfelves fix years, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of 
the beft generals of the empire 41 . Ninilmg uis, one o ici 
chief leaders, was killed in the above mentioned battle 

In the following year the emperor, who, nntwithfhndi 
the generoflty he afferted on his acce ion ro t ie cmpi c, 
was naturally of a moft avaricious temper, an a • 

on the inhabitants of Conftantinople, ca ec y g 
chryfotelia, which, as it was altogether unexpet , 

1 Evagr, lib. iii- p 3 66 - Thecph. p. 
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ccnfcd them to fuch a degree, that, running to arms, the? 
pulled down the emperor’s flatues, and dragged them 
through the chief ftreeta of the city, with thofe of the em- 
prefs Ariadne, uttering molt injurious in.vedlives againft 
her and AnaflaGus n . How this tumult ended we are not 
informed. Theodoric the Goth, having completed the 
conqueft of Italy, by tbe redudlion of Ravenna, after three 
years fiege, was proclaimed king of that country, without 
waiting the return of ambafladors, whom he had fent to 
Conflantinople for the enfigns of royalty. However, he dif- 
patchcd Feftus or FauRus, and Irenoeus, two pcrfpns of 
rank, to folicit the emperor’s approbation, and excufe the 
liberty he had taken. Anaftafius received his excufes, pro- 
mised not to moleft him in the pofTeffion of the country he 
had conquered, and fent him the enfigns of the royal dig- 
nity °. Hence it appears, that he acknowleged in fome 
degree the authority of the emperor. Befidcs, he fullered 
the Romans to receive the confulfhip from the emperor of 
the Ealt. It is true he named, in 5 1 1, Felix to that dignity ; 
but at the fame he begged Anaftafius to confirm what he 
had done p. 

In 494, when Afterius and Pr?eGdius were confuls, Dio- 
genes, one of the emperor’s generals, having furprifed th^ 
city of Claudiopolis in lfauria, held by the rebels, he was 
clofely befieged by bifhop Conon, and reduced to fuch dif- 
tiefs, that he muR have foon cither perifhed with hunger, 
or been cut in pieces with all his men, had not John, fur- 
named Gibbus, opening himfelf a way over Mount Taurus, 
and falling unexpectedly upon the rebels, obliged them to 
retire with great daughter. The bifhop, fighting with great 
refolution and intrepidity at the head of his followers, re^ 
ceived a wound, of which he died foon after In the two 
following years fome inconfiderable advantages were gained 
over the Ifaurian rebels, who were totally defeated, when 
the emperor Anaftafius was conful the fecond time, by John 
the Scythian. Longinus, brother to the late emperor Zeno, 
and Theodorus or Athcnodorus, being taken prifoners, 
they were both executed by that general’s orders, and their 
heads fent to Conflantinople, where they were expofed to 
public view in the fuburbs called Sycae. The head of Athe- 
nodorus was afterwards fent to Tarfus, and fet upon a pole 
before the gate of that city r . The other ringleaders of the 
rebellion, namely, Longinus Sclinontius, and Indus, werfi 
taken the following year, when John the Scythian was con- 

" Marc. Chron. p. 408. 0 Ammian. Anonym, p. 408. 

f Procop. p. 402. 9 Tbeoph. p. up r Lvagr. lib. iii< 

cap. 35. p. j66* 
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ful with Puulinus, and fent loaded with chains to Conftan- 
tinople. Longinus was afterwards racked to death at 
Nice- As feveral cities in Ifauria were ruined during this 
war, which had lafted fix years, the inhabitants of Ifauria 
were removed into Thrace, and the annual penfion of five 
ihoufand pieces of gold, paid to them by Zeno, taken away 
for ever 5 . 

This year the emperor narrowly efcaped being murdered 
in the circus by the populace, upon his refufing to caufe 
fome prifoners tg be releafed who had been concerned in a 
riot. It was with the utmoft difficulty that the guards 
fereened him from the fury of the enraged multitude, and 
the fhowers of flones difeharged againft him. When the 
multitude found themfelves repulfed by the foldiery, they 
fet fire to the hippodrome, which confumed that and feve- 
ral other ftately edifices, with the fquaie of Conftantinc, 
in which not a Tingle building was left ftaniling At this 
period the Arabs and Saracens, named Scenitte, made an 
irruption into Paleftine and Syria Euphratefiana ; but in 
Syria Lhcy was defeated by Eugenius, who commanded the 
Roman troops, and in Paleltine by Romanus, governor of 
that province, who, on that occafion, recovered the illand 
of Jotapein the Red Sea, which the Arabs Seem tx had 

’feized,and protected the Roman merchantstrading to India 0 . 

In 4.0 q , when Joannes Gibbus and Afclepion were con- 

fuls, the Bulgarians invading Thrace, Arifius, commander 

of the troops in Illyricum, marched againfl them at the 
head of fifteen thoufand men, and engaged them on he 
banks of the Zurta or Zorta j but was defeated with the 
lofs of four thoufand men, amongft whom were the com. 
Nicoftratus, Innocentius, and Aquilinus and feveral other 
officers of diftinftion. The Barbarians, after having plun- 
dered all the open places in Thrace, retired beyond he 
Danube The fame year Neociefarea, and feveral otlic 
cities inPontus, fufFered feverely by an earthquake. 1 he 
ye r coo, when Patrifms and HypaUus were ccmfuls , s 
quite^bar'ren of cent.. In .he M^"*** *^ 
peius and Avienus, the blue and green a ^ r n( j 0 f the 
in the circus at Con ft an jin * breaking again into 
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certain fum, which he owed to the king of the Nephthalite 
or Ephthalite Hunns, entered Armenia at the head of a nu- 
merous army. Having reduced the cities of Theodofiopolis 
and Martyropolis, he laid clofe fiege to Amida, which the 
inhabitants defended with fuch vigour and refolution, that 
the king, defpairing of being able to reduce it, had already 
ordered his troops to retire ; but fome women, probably 
common proftitutes, reviling and rallying him from the 
walls in a manner not to be exprefled by a modefh writer, 
he refolved to purfue the fiege ; and at length made him- 
felf mailer of the place, after having lain before it eighty 
days, or, as others write, four months Moft of the in- 
habitants were put to the fword, and the town was pillaged. 

In the mean time Analtafius difpatched a powerful army 
againll the enemy, commanded by Patritius, Hypatius, and 
Areobindus, which lalt had married Juliana, the daughter 
of the emperor Olybrius. Under them commanded Celer, 
Juftin, afterwards emperor, his fon Vitalianus, Patritiolis, 
Romanus, and feveral other officers of diftinftion. But 
the Perfians having reduced Amida before they reached 
that place, they divided the army into two bodies, one, un- 
der the command of Patritius and Hypatius, attempting to 
make an irruption into the enemy’s country on the fide of 
Amida, and the other marching under the command of 
Areobind us to Nifibis, in order to furprife that important 
place. In the mean time Cabades, having aflembled his 
troops, went to meet Areobindus, who, upon his approach, 
abandoning his camp and baggage, fled in the utmoll con- 
fulion to Conflantina, after having prefled Hypatius and 
Patritius in vain to join him, and with their united forces 
to oppofe the enemy, who was far fuperior in number to 
either of the divifions they commanded. Areobindus be- 
ing put to flight, Cabades, without lofs of time, marched 
againll Hypatius and Patritius \ and coming upon them by 
furprize, cut their whole army in pieces, the two generals 
having with difficulty efcaped by a timely flight. Cabades, 
having now no enemy to oppofe, over-ran Mesopotamia, 
extending his ravages to the very borders of Syria, till he 
was obliged, by the approach of winter, to return into Perfia*. 

In the following year Celer, entering the province of 
Arzancne, belonging to the Perfians, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, ravaged it to a great extent, while the other 
generals undertook the fiege of Amida, the Perfians being 
diverted by a fudden irruption of the Ilunns. The place 

y Procop. Bell PtiT. lib. i. cap. 7. p. zo, 11. Evngr. lib. iii. cap. 
37. p. 367. * Procop, p. zi. Theopli. p. 1 zy 
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held out till both the Romans and Perfians being exhauflc’cl 
with the fatigues of a fiege in the depth of winter, it wa$ 
agreed, that the Perfians fhould deliver the city to the Ro- Amidare - 
mans, upon theif paying to the king of Perfia fifty talents, fivrediotht 
Thus the Romans recovered the important city of Afnida, 
in the confulfhip of Sabinianus and Theodorus, after it had 
been pofleffed two years by the Perfians. Upon their en- 
tering the place, they found thit the enemy had not fu/fi- 
cient provifions to fupport them feven days longer, though 
they had lived very fparingly during the ficgc. Not long 
after, a truce for feven years, which laded about twenty, 
was concluded between the two empires, Cabades being 
engaged in war with the Caduceans, Hunns, and other Bar- 
barians. Mondon or Mondo, a Goth, having fettled with 
many of his countrymen in fome uninhabited places beyond 
the Danube, feized'on a fortreft called Herta ; ami thence, 
by frequent incurfions into the Roman territories, continued 
harafling the fubje&s of the empire, afluming the title oF 
king. Anaftafius difpatched Sabiriiahus againft him, fon of 
the famous general of that name, at the head of ten thoufand 
chofen men ; a circumftance which obliged Mondon to have 
tecourfe tqTheodoric the Goth, king of Italy, who the year 
before bad reconquered Pahnonia* and recovered Sirmiuni 
out of the hands of the Gepidae. As Mondo had entered The Re- 
into an alii arte c with Theodoric, Pitzia, one of that prince s 
generals, marched to his alliftartce, defeated Sabinianus in MonJ J ht 
a pitched battle near Margus in Lower Dacia, and forced Ca „. 
him to take refuge irt the caltle of Nato *. L ht ^ e hoftl 
ties occafioned a mifunderftanding between Thcodoric and 
Anaftafius, as we fliall relate in the hiftory of the Oftro- 

AUjoI'anre An.ft.IHu, .0 d.fc.d no. onij .J« ^ WM 

of Conftantinople, but the adjacent country, agait ft *> 
fudden irruptions of the Barbarians, bu.lt the famous wall £ 
called the Long Wall, and the Wall of Anaftafius, of wl u 
frequent mention is made by the B y«" tl " c .! , 'f"7c7 r htv 

was diflant from Conftantinople tv^o u* hundred and 
furlongs; extended from Tea to fea, being four hi " l,r ^ 

twenty furlortgs round ; and inclofe not on y r ^ ■ 

pol^’bu, or 

country, which was a continued g > r 1TC richly fur- 
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by which means the inhabitants, upon the fhortefl warrrr- 
ing, had an opportunity of putting themfelves in a pofture 
of defence, and repulfmg the ’Barbarians with eafe b . Hi! 
likewife caufed the city of Daras, a frontier town towards 
Perfia, to be repaired and fortified, in order to 'prevent the 
Perfians from invading the empire on that fide Darus 
flood on the Cardus, about fifteen miles from Nifibis, and 
three from Chanlix. 

111511, the Heruli, after having long roved from one 
country to another, puffed the Danube, and were received 
into Thrace; where lands were allotted them, upon their 
engaging to ferve with fidelity in the Roman armies, when 
required. In the next confulfhip 01 Probus and Glemen- 
tinus, the emperor, at the inlligation of the Eutychians, 
whom he favoured, drove Mareitonius, the orthodox patri- 
arch of Conllantinople, from his fee, and preferred Timo- 
theus, an avowed follower of Eutyches, in his room, who, 
by attempting to introduce innovations in the public woi- 
fliip, raifed great disturbances in that city. Many of the 
inhabitants were killed in a tumult between the Catholics 
and Eutychians, and feveral houfes burnt ; amongft the reft, 
that of the picfcfl Martinas, with its rich furniture, that 
magiftrate having narrowly efcaped' being confumed in the 
flames c . Vitalianus, one of the emperor’s generals, ef- 
poufing the caufe ol Mact damns, and the other orthodox 
bifliops, perfecuted by Anallalius, approached Conilanti- 
nople, at the head of a numerous army, raifed in three days, 
threatening to depofe the emperor, if he did not reltorc the 
banifhed bifliops to their fees, and expel the Eutychians. 
Anallafius, who was a zealous patron of the doifliine of 
Eutyches, refufing to comply with his requell, he made 
himfelf mailer of Madia and Thrace ; took Cyril, governor 
of the latter province, prifoner; atiu defeated Hyputius, the 
emperor’s nephew, who likewife fell into his lnnds : then 
appearing before Conftaminople with his victorious army, 
Anallafius, who was not in a condition to oppofe him, fo- 
Jemnly promifed to comply with his demands ; to put an 
end to the perfection which he had faifed againfl the Ca- 
tholics j to rellore Macedonia^, and the otlier orthodox 
bifliops, to their fees; and to call an oecumenical council, 
and Hand to the decifions of the prelates of the church. 
Aniiftalius had no fooner figned thefe articles, than Vita- 
lianus withdrew from the neighbourhood of Conllantinople; 
and, iliibaiuling his troops, fent Hypatius, whom he had 

b Evag. lib. iii. cap* 3S, p. 367. Procop. /Edif. lib. iv. cap, 9. 
p. 86. (Jyl. ile Conltantinop. l:l>. i. Cap. 21. p. 83. Zon. p. 48- 
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taken ^TlfotlCTj back to his \inc\C| r di\d rcdtcd to \As govttiv- 
mcnt \i\ Thrace. d . 

Anaitahus, thus delivered from his fears, purfued the 
perfection againft the Catholics with rhore cruelty than 
ever, as the reader will find related at large by the ecclefiaf- 
tic writers. In 5I7, when Anaftafius was conful the fourth 
time, with Agapetus, the northern Barbarians, invited by 
Marcellinus Get#, breaking into llJyricum, laidwafte Ma- 
cedon and Epirus, defeated Pompeius, the emperor’s ne- 
phew, in the neighbourhood of ‘Adrianople ; and, pene- 
trating as far as TheiTaly, retired from thence beyond the 
Danube unniolelled, with an immenfe booty, and an incre- 
dible number of captives e . The following year, the em- 
peror Anaftafniswas found dead in his chamber on the ninth 
of July. Authors do not agree in the circumftnnces of his 
death : fome write, that a violent fturm ariling, the dread 
and terror with which he was feized, being confcious to 
himfelf of many cruel and unjuft murders, put an end to 
his life r ; others fuppofe him to have been killed by light- 
ning s. He died in the eighty-eighth year of his age, alter 
having reigned twenty-feven years, and three months b . No 
prince perhaps was ever more beloved in the beginning, nor 
more hated in the end, of his reign. He gave at firft fe- 
Veral inflances of generofity, complacency, modeiation, 
and application to public affairs, feenmng to have nothing 
fo much at heart as the welfare of his fubjeft s : but he foon 
abandoned himfelf to all manner of wickednefs, felling the 
public offices, and fharing with the governors of provinces 
the fpoils of the unhappy people, whom he fuffered them to 
opprefs with the moft enormous exactions. Inc eccleli at- 
tic writers paint him in the blacked colours imaginab e ; 
but as he perfected the Catholics, and countenanced, to 
the utmoft of his power, the Eutychians, ihey were per- 
haps fo far prejudiced againft him as 10 overlook the levv 
good qualities which other authors allow him, and regard 
only his vices- 

Anaftafiiis being dead, Juftin, then prefdttus prxtono, 
was by the foWiers of the houfhold proclaimed emperor. 
He was defeended of an obfeure and mean famdy in I hrace, 
having been in his yoifth employed in k ec p i n ^ c a t tic - lie 
afterwards lifted among the troops that defended Thrace, 
and having, on feveral occafions, given fi goal proofs o. an 
extraordinary valour and addrefs, he was ra.fed from the 
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low ftatlort of a common foldier to the port of a tribune, and 
from that foon after to the, office of prefettus prxtorio- 
Evagrius writes, that Amantius, the deceafed emperor’s 
great chamberlain, having entrufted Juftin with large fums 
tn purchafe the vote3 of the foldiery in favour of Theocritus 
his intimate friend, Juftin diftributed the money in his own 
name and, having thus fecured the army to his intereft, 
he was faluted with the title of Auguftus, as foon as the 
death of Anaftafius was known : but this account of Evag- 
rius does not at all agree with what we read in the letters 
faid to have been w ritten by Juftin himfelf to Hormifda, 
bifhop of Rome, foon after his promotion ; wherein he tells 
him that he had been preferred, contrary to his expecta- 
tion, afid againft his will, to the imperial dignity K By 
What means foeVer he attained the purple, he governed with 
great equity and moderation and, by his Ready adherence 
to the orthodox faith, and prudent adminiftration, healed in 
d great meafure the divifions which had long rent the church 
as well as the ftare, into factions and parties. He had fcarce 
afeended the throne, when Amantius, Theocritus, and fe- 
veral of the deceafed emperor’s relations, perfons of great 
intereft and authority in the empire, confpired againft him-, 
but the plot being difeovered, the chief authors of it, and, 
among the reft, Amantius and Theocritus, were publicly 
executed, to the great fatisfa&iofi of the people, who hated 
them as the avowed patrons Df the Eutychians, and the 
chief promoters of the late perfection againft the Catho- 
lics k . In the following year 519, all the orthodox biftiops, 
who had been baniffied by Anaftafius, were by the empe- 
ror’s orders reftored to their fees, and fevefal fynods aflem- 
bled, in wffiich the doftrine of the church was eftabliftied, 
and that of Eutyches condemned l . 

Next yearVitalianus, of whom we hare made mention be- 
fore, Was raifedto the confulfhip with Ruflicus, but was foon 
after difpatched in the palace by the emperor’s order, upon 
his attempting to corrupt fome of the chief officers, with a 
defign to depofe Juftin, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed 
emperor. He had efpoufed the Catholic caufe in the reign 
of Anaftafius ; but his caballing againft Juftin, a zealous 
patron of the true faith, and bis tourting the Eutychians, 
convinced the world, that it was not merely on account of 
religion he had taken arms againft his fovertign. Jufti- 
fiian, the emperor’s nephew, being conful with Valerius, 
Cabades, king of Perfia, fent a folemn embaffy to Juftin, 

1 Vide Baron, id a nit. 518, * Jorn. Reg, Sue*, cap- 48. p. 1 ji- 
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offering to conclude a lading peace with him, provided he 
would adopt Cofrhoes, the Pcrfian king's youngelt fon, 
whom, to the prejudice of his elded fon Caofes, he had de- 
clared his fuccdTur. The propofal was received at fird Yr. of FJ 
with great joy, both by Judin, and his nephew Judinian ; A ^*‘ 
but Proclus the quaeftor, a man of great integrity, and well u C. 1 36a 

(killed in the laws, demonftrating that, in virtue of the 

adoption, Cofrhoes might claim the Roman empire as his The Per - 
inheritance, it was rejected ; a refufal which fo incenfed fa* war. 
Cofrhoes, that he immediately entered Iberia, in order to 
invade from thence the Roman territories. Gurgenes, 
king of the Iberians, had recourfe to Judin, who difpatched 
a body of troops to his aflidance, under the conduct of Sic- 
tas, and the famous Belifarius, who was then but a youth, 
and ferved in the guards of Judinian, lately declared com- 
mander in chief of all the forces of the empire. Sittas and 
Belifarius broke into that part of Armenia which belonged 
to the Perfians, and laid it wade ; but being encountered 
by Narfes and Aratius, they were put to flight, and obliged 
to retire into the Roman dominions. Narfes and Aratius 
revolted foon after from the Perfians, and ferved under 
Belifarius in Italy. The emperor, pleafed with the con- 
duct of Belifarius, gave him the command of the forces in ^raf. 
Daras, on the frontiers of Perfia™. . 

In 525, when Probinus, or Probus, and Philoxenus, were ThtArians 
confuls, Judin deprived the Arians of all their churches in 
his dominions; an edift which occafioned a mifunderftand- ^urchetm 
ing between him and Theodoric king of Italy, who was a 
zealous patron of the doftrine of Arius. But what relates 
to that prince, we referve for the lndory of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy. The fame year the city of Antioch was almoft Agreat 
overturned by an earthquake, and great numbers of the in- 
habitants were buried, with their bifhop Euphrafius, under 
the ruins™. The cities of Epidamnus, Corinth, and Ana- 
zarbus in Cilicia, underwent the fame fate; but were at a 
great expence redored, as well as Antioch, to their former 
condition, by the generous emperor, who was fo affected wit 
their misfortune, that, putting off the purple, and laying 
afitle the diadem, he appeared for feveral days in feck-cloth. 

In 526, Judin declared his nephew Judinian his partner Yr. of FI. 
in the empire. He was the fon of Sabatius by Bigleniza 
the fifter of Judin, called by the Romans Vigilamia. He u c _ 

was a native of Taurefium, but brought up at Rederma, the 

birth-place of his uncle Judin, both cities on the c onl hues 
pf Thrace and Illyricum ; wherefore he was by feme dyled 
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& Thracian, by others an Illyrian. He was fent, when a 
youth, by Juftin, then commander in chief of the Roman 
army, as a hoftage to Theodoric, king of Italy, who, upon 
the news of his uncle’s preferment, fuffered him to return 
to Conftantinople, where he was immediately honoured 
with the title of nobiliflimus, and, upon the death of Vita- 
lianus, raifed to the chief command of the army 0 . Some 
authors maintain, that Juftin, at the requeft of the fenate, 
took him for his partner in the empire ; whereas others pre-p 
tend, that the fenate was awed by threats and menaces. 
Be that as it may, it is certain, that Juftinian was this year 
declared emperor ; and, upon his entering the circus with 
the purple, and other enfigns of the imperial dignity, the 
populace received him with loud acclamations: he was 
then, as Zonaras obferves, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 
The emperor Juftin died about four months after, in the 
feventy-fevent.il year of his age, after having reigned nine 
years, one month, and fome days. His death is generally 
a (bribed to a wound received in , battle many years before. 
He could neither read nor write, having been employed by 
his parents in keeping cattle, till he lifted in the army; 
but was neverthelefs a man of extraordinary penetration, 
and uncommon addrefs, in the management of the molt 
difficult affairs, well (killed in the art of war, and in every 
refpeft equal to the high ftation to which he was raifed. 

Juftinian, now foie mailer of the empire, made it his 
firlt and chief bufinefs to fecure the frontiers towards Per- 
fia. With this view he ordered Belifarius, commander of 
the troops in Daras, to erpft a fort in the neighbourhood of 
Mindon, which might be a curb upon the Perfians, and 
prevent them from attacking the empire on that fide. Be- 
lifarius had no fooner began the work, than Cabades, who 
(fill reigned in Perfia, after having attempted in vain, by 
threats and menaces, to divert him from it, difpatched 
a body pf troops againft him. Da the other hand, Jufti- 
uian ordered the two brothers, Curtzes and Buzes, who 
commanded the troops quartered in the neighbourhood of 
Mount liibanus, to join Beli^ying. Notwithftanding this 
reinforcement, the Romans, in the battle which enfued, 
were totally defeated, and great numbers of them taken pri- 
foners, and, among the reft, Curtaeg* to whofe rafh and 
imprudent conduft the defeat was chi eflv owing. After 
this vi&ory, the Perfians, finding the fot* abandoned by the 
Romans, levelled it with the ground p . War being thu3 

° Vide Not. Alara. in Procon, Secret- Hi(h F Procop, Bel^ 
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declared, Juftinian appointed Belifuius general of the^ft 
ordering him to make an inroad into WrCn p ' ’ 
Perfian general, met him at the head of a’vfrv^ 07 ^ ^ 
and powerful army in the neighbourhood of vUlT^T 

ivctWjnd men As the Perfi.ns lied in p „ t 
the Romans would, in all likelihood, have cut moft of them 
in pieces, had not Belifarius, apprehending they miidn 
rally, and return to the charge, founded a retreat i. 

/^■k e Hk e fuccefs attended the Roman arms in Armenia 
where Mermeroes, who commanded another army, con- 
iifting of Perfarnaenians, Sunites, and Hunns, was furprifed 
und defeated by Dorotheus, the Roman governor of Arrne*- 
ma, and bittas, general of the forces quartered in that pro- 
rince. Mermcroes being repulfed, the Pmmans reduced 
Several ftrong places in Pcrfarmeina, and, among the reft, 
Pharangium, which commanded the royal mines, and was 
delivered toihem hy one Simeon. Aboutthis time Narfcs 
fl nd Aratius, two brothers, who, in the latter part of Juft in's 
reign, had commanded the Pedian army in Armenia, and 
gained fome advantages over Belifarius and Sittas, as we 
have already j-glated, revolting from the Perfians, joined 
t the Romans, who werj now mafters of the greateft part of 
Perfarmenia, their native country. Narfes, the emperor's 
.qureftor in tlmfe parts, who was likewife a Perfarmcnian, 
received them with extraordinary marks of kindnefs and 
ofteem, making them rich prefentsin the emperor's namej 
which encouraged their younger brother Ifaac to follow 
their example, after having held a private correfpondencc 
with the Romans, till he found an opportunity of putting 
them in polfeftion of a ftrong fort in the territory of Theo*- 
•dofiopolis, named Bolus. Juftinian, notwilhftanding the 
advantages gained by his troops in Mefopotamia and Ar- 
menia, difpatched ambafladors to Cabatles, with propofils 
For an accommodation ; but the treaty being foon broken 
off, the Peffians, early in the fpring, invaded the Roman 
territories under the command of Azarethes. He wn$ 
joined by an incredible number of Saracens, commanded 
by AJamundarus their king, who, being a perfon of great 
experience, and well acquainted with the country, advifed 
the Perfians to invade the Roman territories, not by the 
way of Mefopotamia and Ofrhoene, but to march diredlly 
into Syria ; which country they might ravage, and plunder 
Antiochdtfelf, before the army in Mefopotamin could re- 
£eiyp the leafl: intelligence of their motions. 
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^The Perfian generals approving the fchertlfc, the army 
began to move j but Belifarius, apptjfed of their defign, 
haftened with a ftrong detachment to the frontiers qf Syria, 
where the Perfians finding him, to their great furprize, 
ready to difpute their paffage, they refolved to proceed no 
farther, but retire, thinking it was dangerous to hazard t 
battle. On the other hand, Belifarius judging it imprudent 
to provoke a flying enemy, far fuperior in numbers, was 
for fuffering them to retire umpolefted ; but his army up- 
braiding him with cowardice, he led them on againft the 
enemy, by whom, after a moft obftinate difpute, they were 
routed, BelifariuS, with a fmall body of hprfe, who were 
afhamed to forfake him, keeping the field, and by his refo-? 
Jution preventing the enemy from purfuing the fugitives. 
Next day the Perfians, who had loft in the engagement the 
flower of their army, not daring to venture a fecornj 
battle, retired in good order, the Romans who were gTeatly 
weakened by their defeat, not being able to attack them r . 
The following year, Juftinian being defirous of concluding 
a peace with the Perfians, that he might be at leifure tb 
pppofe the Vandals, and reunite tp the empire the many 
rich provinces they had fejzed, difpatched Hermogenes tb 
the king of Pprfia, with very equitable propofals. But 
Cabades, inftead of accepting them, fent early in the fpring 
another army into Mesopotamia, under the command of 
Chanaranges, Afpcndcs, and Mermeroes, who, after having 
favaged the country, invefted Martyropolis, a city about 
thirty nuk e s north qf Amida, PH the river Nymphius, which 
parted the Perfian and Roman dominions- The place was 
not in a condition to maintain a fiege, being deftitute both 
of feddiers and provifipns. The emperor had recalled Be- 
lifarius, to confult with lpfP about a war with the Vandals, 
pn which he was chiefly bent j and Sittas, who had fuc- 
jpeeded him in the command of the troops in the Eaft, had 
not fufficient ftrength to attempt the relief of the place. 

While affairs were thus circumftanced, the emperor wa^ 
informed, that a numerous arrpy of Maffagetes was maxcb-: 
ing into Perfia, with a defign to invade the Roman domi- 
nions. This intelligence Juftinian turned to great advan- 
tage, by perfuading tbe Perfian deferter, who brought it, 
to fpread a report ip the army before Martyrppolls, that 
the Maflagetes were in the Roman pay, and their real de- 
fig n was tp fall upon the Perfians, and raife the liege. Thi^ 
jeport, with the news that were foon after brought of the 
death of Cabades, inclined the Perfian generals to attend 

f Proco[\ pell. Perf. ca P’ l5. 
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to the overtures that were made by Sittas and Hermogp^es, 
with whom they firft concluded a truce, retiring Mm be- 
fore Martyropolis, and foon aFter a peace, upon tbcmllow- 
ing terms : i. That the Roman emperor (huuld pay to Cof- - 
rhoes, who had fucceeded his father Cnbades, a thoufmd * 
pounds weight of gold. 2. That both princes fhould re- i 
ftore thp places they had taken during the war. 3. That i 
the commander of the Roman forces in Mesopotamia fhould t 
no longer refide at Daras, but at Conftantina. 4. That J 
the Iberians, who had joined the Romans, fhould be at li- 
berty to return to their own country, or flay at Conftan- 
tinople Upon thefe terms the Romans and Perlians con- 
cluded an eternal peace, as it was flyled, in 532, the fixrh 
year of Juftinian’s reign, which, as ir was without confuls, 
as the preceding year had been, is thus marked in the fafli i 
the fecond year after the confulfhip of Lampadius and 
Oreftes. About this time happened at Conilantinople the , 
greateft tumult we find in hiftory. It began aniongfl the J 
different faftions in the circus, but ended in an open re- J 
bellion ; the jnultitude, highly difiatisfied with the comlu£l 
of John the praefeftus praetorio, and of Trebonianus then 
quaeftar, forcing Uypatius, nephew to the emperor Anada- 
Tius, to accept the empire, and proclaiming him with great 
folemnity in the forum. As thefe minifters were greatly 
abhorred by the people, on account of their avarice, the 
pmperor immediately difeharged them, hoping, by that ex- 
pedient, to appeafe the tumult; but the populace growing 
more outrageous, find moll of the fenator* joining the re- 
bellious multitude, the emperor, alarmed and difpmted, 
would have abandoned the city, and made his efcape by 
fca, had not the eipprefs Theodora, with heroic courage, 
perfuaded him to part with his life, rather than with 
the empire, by feafonably reminding him of the o d fay- 
ing, How glorious afepulchre is a kingdom. Jultiman, 
thus encouraged, refolved to continue in the palace, and, 
with the aflifiance of tfie few fenators, who had not yet 
abandoned him, defend it to the laft extremity. In the 
mean time the rebels, haying attempted in vain to force 
the eates, carried Hypatius in triumph to the c.rcus; 
where, while he was beholding the fports from the impe- 
rial thrpne, among the fhputs and acclamations pf the peo- 
ple, Belifarius, who had been recalled from 1 erfia, entering 
the city with a confiderable body of trpops under his com- 

Jib. $vi. Prpcop. ]}rll. Pejf. ibiij. 
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pitjnl, and apprifcd of the ufurpation, fell fword in hand 
upoii^he difarmed multitude, and being feafonably joined 
by Milieus, governor of lllyricum, at the head of a band 
of Heruli, cut above thirty thoufand of them in pieces. 
He took Hypatiii5, the ufurper, and Pompeius, another of 
the nephews of Anaftafius, prifoners, and carried them to 
the emperor, by whofe orders they were beheaded, and 
their bodies call into the fea. Their eftates were confifcai- 
ed, and likewife the eftates of thofe fenators who had join- 
ed them ; but the emperor ordered great part of their lands 
and effects to be afterwards reftored, together with their 
honours and dignities, to their children 1 (F). 

The tumult being appeafed, and a peace concluded with 
the king of Perfia, the emperor applied his thoughts wholly 
to the war in Africa, which he had been long determined 
on. This, and the other carried on againft the Goths in 
Italy, lafted from 433, to 541, a year remarkable for the 
triumphant return of Belifarius to Conftantinople, and nq 
lefs on account of its being the laft that is marked by con^- 
fuls. During the war with the Goths in Italy, the Hunns 
pafled the Danube, and entering lllyricum, defolated thq 
whole country, took above thirty-two caftles, deftroyed Caf- 
fandria, and returned home unmolefted, carrying with them 
an immenfe booty, and a hundred and twenty thoufand 
captives. At the fame time the Armenians, fhaking ofF 
the Roman yoke, gained fome advantages over the empe- 
ror’s forces in that province ■, which, with a groundlefs re^ 

S ort fpread abroad, that the emperor growing jealous of 
ielifarius, would no longer truft him with the command 
of his armies, encouraged Cofrhoes to invade the Roman 
dominions with a very powerful army, in violation of the 
treaty folemnly concluded a few years before. Buzes, who 
commanded in the Eaft, inftead of aJTembling his forces, 
and providing for the defence of the provinces, fuddenly 
difappeared, and retired no one knew whither, leaving the 
enemy at liberty to plunder the country at their pleafure. 

As Cofrhoes met with nq oppofiiion, he direfted his 
march to Syria, Having t^ken and plundered Beioca, Hie- 

t Pj o cop. Beil. Perf. lib. i. p. 165 . 

(F) Marcellinus fuppofes that means the city was rent into 
this tumult was raifed by Hy- factions, an incredible number 
putius, Pompeius, and Embus, of citizens was murdered, and 
all three nephews to the cm- ■ many ftately buildings laid in 
peror Anaihilius, each ot them afhes ( 1.) . 

{jetting up tor himfclf \ by which 

(1) Marc, Chrcm. 
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npolis, and feveral other cities, h^bcfieged Antioch ifftlf, Yr. of n. 
which he foon reduced, and gave up to be plundered^- his 18x7. * 
foldiers, who, without diftin£Hon of age or fes<put all A.D. 540. 
they met to the fword. The king himfelf feized on all the U ,3S7 " 
gold and filver veflels belonging to the great church ; caqfed 
all the valuable ftatue«> pictures, and other pieces of art, Jiegtd, 
to be conveyed into Perfia ; and having thus dripped the andlaid 
proud metropolis of the Eaft of all its wealth and orna- m °J bfS ' ' 
ments, he ordered his men to fet fire to it, and lay it in 
afhes ; which was done accordingly, none of the buildings, 
even without the walls, being fpared by the outrageous and 
infulting enemy. Thus perifhed the molt wealthy, beauti- 
ful, and populous city of the Eaft. The inhabitants who 
efcaped the common daughter, and afterwards fell into the 
enemy’s hands, were carried into captivity, and fold in Per- 
fia to the higheft bidder u . Juftiuian, upon the firft news 
of the Perfians entering the Roman territories, had dif- 
patched ambafladors to Cofrhoes, to remind him of the ar- 
ticles of the treaty concluded a few years before. The 
king alleged feveral frivolous pretences for the hoftilities 
he had committed, iji order to lay the whole blame on Juf- 
tinian ; but after he had wafted Syria, and enriched him- 
felf and his army with the fpoils of that province, and its 
wealthy metropolis, he began to liften to an accommoda- 
tion ; and accordingly a peace was concluded on the follow- A peace 
ing terms : 1. That the Romans fhould, within two months, concluded 
pay to the Perfian king five thoufand pounds weight of 
gold, and an annual penfion of five hundred. 2. That the 
Perfians fhould relinquifh all claim to Daras, and maintain 
a body of troops to guard the Cafpian gates, and prevent 
the Barbarians from breaking into the empire. 3. 1 hat, 
upon the payment of the above mentioned fum, Cofrhoes 
fhould immediately withdraw his troops fiom the Roman 
territories. 

The treaty being figned, and the ftipulatcd fum paid, who ne~ 
Cofrhoes began to march back; but jrt his retreat plunder- wthtlef* 
ed, as if the war had fill continued, the cities of Apamea 
and Chain's ; and crofting the Euphrates, laid wafte Mefo- 
potamia, carrying with him an immenfe booty, and an in- 
credible number of captives- Juftinian convinced, that no 
treaties were binding with Cofrhoes, rcfolved to purfue the 
war with the utmoft vigour; and, with that defign, lent 
for Belifarius, then employed again ft the Goths in Italy ; 
and, upon his arrival at Conftantinople, appointed him ge- 
neral againft the Perfians. While that brave commander 
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wsfivmikinp the neceflary preparations to take the field early 
in thb fpnng of the enfuing year 542, the Lazians, no 
longer able to bear the arbitrary and tyrannical conduft of 
the commander of the Roman troops in that country! re- 
volted to the Perfians, and delivered up all their cattles and 
ftrong-holds. Lazica, formerly part of Colchis, lay be- 
tween the Euxine and Cafpian fess, and was governed by 
its own kings, who were under the proteQion of the Ro- 
man emperor, and received the enfigns of royalty at his 
hands. Their prefent king’s name was Gubazes, who had 
ferved the Romans with great fidelity, and continued at- 
tached to their intereft, till Joannes Tzihus, commander 
of the R.oman troops quartered in his dominions to awe the 
neighbouring Iberians, by ere&ing a fort, to curb the Lazi- 
ans, and exafting exorbitant contributions for the payment 
of his foldiers, forced, in fome meafure, both the prince 
and his flubjedls, though otherwife well affefted to the em- 
pire, to have recourfle to the king of Perfia, who, upon the 
firft inyitation, entered their country, and, bring affifted 
by the natives, expelled the Romans, and placed every- 
where Perfian garriflons w . 

In the. mean time Belifarius, not apprifledof the revolt of 
the Lazians, entered Perfia at the head of a powerful 
army ; and, having made himfelf matter of a fortrefs called 
Sifibranum, ravaged Aflyria ; but was obliged, by the vio- 
lent heats., and the diftempers that began to rage in his 
arrqy, tp return, before the end of the fummer, into the 
Roman dominions. Cofrhoes was no fooner informed of 
the irtvafion of Belifarius, than, quitting Lazica, he ba- 
ttened into Affyii^ ; but, being informed on his march,, 
that the Romans had retired, he put his army into winter- 
quarters, and withdrew to Ctefiphon x . The fpring follow- 
ing, he again invaded the Roman territories, purfuing his 
march through Comagene, with a defign to enter Palae- 
ftine, and enrich himfelf with the fpoils of that fertile and 
wealthy province. "Belifarius, who had returned to Con- 
ftantinopje, upon the firft news of this invasion, flew to 

! Luropu$ pn the Epphrates, and there collected a body of 
prees, fame time after Cofrhoes had pafled that river ; a 
motion which fo alarmed the Perfian king, dreading an 
enemy at his back, that he dropt his intended expedition 
into rqjeftine^ and returned to his own dominions, before 
Belifarius was in a condition to cut off his retreat. The 
emperor being foon after obliged to recall Belifarius, and 
(emi him into Italy, *he Gotjis ha<i gained great ad- 
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Vantages over the Romans, Cofrboes refolved once mope to 
invade the Roman territories, notwithftanding the dffadful 
plague that raged in Perfia, being encouraged by atfe magi, 
and a fliameful overthrow of thirty thoufand Romans, who, 
attempting to break into Perlarmenia, had been defeated 
by four thoufand Perfians. Upon this fuccefs he invaded 
Mefopotamin, and inverted Edefla } but, not being able to 
reduce the place, after feveral unfuccefcful attempts, he 
agreed to raife the fiege, and foon after concluded a truce 
’ for five years, upon the emperor’s paying him two thou- 
fand pounds weight of gold, and fending him a celebrated 
phyfician, named Tribunus, who had formerly cured him 
of a dangerous diftemperr. Not long after the conclufion 
of the truce, Cofrhoes, obferving the Lazians djfpleafed 
with their late change, and apprehending they would foon 
revolt from him to the Romans, refolved to prevent a fe- 
cond revolution, by caufing Gubazes their king to be mur- 
dered, by tranfpl anting the natives into Perfia, and peopling 
the country, w hich opened him a paflage into the Euxinc 
fea, with Perfians, and other nations well affedted to his 

But his defign being difcovered to Gubazes, by thofe who 
were employed to put it in execution, that prince had re- The La* 
courfe, in the mod fubmiffive manner imaginable, to Jufti- 
nian, who, forgetting his part conduft, received him again 
under his protection, and immediately difpatched eight 
thoufand men, under the command of Dagiftfcus, to his 
afliftance. This general, being joined by a numerous body 
of Lazians. laid fiege to Petra, one of the ftr0 "B eft “J “ 
in Lazica, defended by a Perfian garrifon, and ftored with 
all manner of provifions. Cofrhoes, alarmea at this fudden 
revolution, fent a powerful army, under the conduft of 
Mermeroes, to the relief of the place. At their approach, 
Dagiftaius, who was a young unexperienced officer, aban- The R** 
doning his camp and baggage, tied in tne urn ^ 

h d° f d'and'fi (tv "of onTan 'hundred and fifty were dif- 
hundred and *7* 0 / "j Mermeroes repaired with great 

under’ the conduft of Recithangus, a Thracian, 
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tidifckhad.ferved in the army from his childhood, and was 
deemed, one of the beft commanders of his age. At his 
departing, he left a body of five thoufand men encamped 
on the banks of the Phafis, to watch the motions of the 
Romans and Lazians. (!)f thefe Gubazes and Dagiftseus 
furprifed one thoufartd, as they were ftraggling in quell of 
booty; and, having cut them off to a man, fell unex- 
Yht Per « pe&edly, in the dead of the night, upon the main body, put 
fans put moil of them to the fword, and obliged the reft to favc 
& flight. themfelves by a precipitate, flight. The Romans made 
themfelves mailers of their camp, in which, befides their 
tnfigns and baggage, they found a great quantity of arms, 
and a confiderable number of mules and horfes. They pur- 
fued the fugitives to the confines of Iberia; intercepted fe- 
deral other parties that were conveying provifions into Pe- 
tra ; and, having blocked up all the avenues leading to the 


place, returned with their booty and captives. 

Cotrhoes was no fooner informed of this overthrow*, 
than he difpatched Corianes, with an army of Alans as well 
as Perfians, into Lazica. But Corianes was attended with 
no better fncccfs than the other Perfian generals ; for, be- 
Yhe Per- ing oppofcd on the banks of the Hippus in Colchis by Gu- 
Jimns utter- hazes and Dagilheus, his army was, after a molt obftinate - 
iy defeated . difpute, totally defeated, and himfelf flain z . Thefe advan* 
tages were chiefly owing to the courage and conduft of Gu- 
bazes, at whofe requeft Dagiftasus, who had lhamefully 
abandoned the liege of Petra, was recalled, and Bertas, an 
officer of great experience, appointed to command in his 
Yr. oF FI. room. He immediately inverted Petra, and, in the end, 
*8 9 i. reduced that important place, though defended by the Per- 
A- D* 345 - flan garrifon with fuch obftinacy, as favoured of madnefs 
iJ91 ' and defpair. Bertas ordered Petra to be difmantled ; and, 
leaving three thoufand in Archaeopolis the capital, and 
nine thoufand encamped on the banks of the Phafis, under 
the command of Odonachus, he retired with the reft into 
Armenia, his own government. Upon his retreat, Mer- 
Yr of FI mcroes entered Lazica ; and, having firft obliged Odonachus 
’ to retreat into the Roman territories, he laid fiege to Archseo- 
A. D. 550. polis, which however he was forced to raife, having, in 
ILC. 1357. feveral aflaults, been repulfed with great lofs by the garrifon. 

^ Notwithflanding thefe hoftilities, the Perfian ambafla- 

^ ^eentht ^ ofs » w,,1 ° had been fent to Conftantinople the preceding 
i tomans y ear » continued in that city; and, foon after the reduction 
#nd Per- of Petra, concluded a five years truce with the emperor, up- 
fiunt* on his paying to the Perfian king an immenfe fum, which 
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rnifL-il great complaints among the people, who were rathffr 
for pur filing the war, than fubmitting to pay a tribuifeto 
the king of Perfia*. But Juftinian was glad to coi^rtDan 
agreement with the Perfians upon any terms, that he might 
not be diverted from purfuing the advantages he had gained 
over the Goths in Italy ; of which we fhall fpeak in a more 
proper place. The truce was no fooncr expired, tl*n the 
Pes£ans, invading Lazica, took by ftratagem the ftrong 
p caftle ot Telepfis ; and then attacking the Homan army, 
which lay encamped at a fmall diftance, defeated them at 
the firft onfet. Gubazes king of Lazica, provoked at the 
cowardice of the Roman generals, acquainted the emperor 
with their fhameful behaviour * a complaint which incenf- 
ed them to fuch a degree, that they confpired to difpatch 
him: accordingly, having accufed him at court of treachery, rht kin? of* 
as if he privately correfponded with the Perfians, by wrelt- laTica ' 
ing the instructions fent them by the emperor, they mur- barburou/tj 
dered him, pretending, that he defigned to betray them, P urit€r * d 
and deliver all the Romans into the hands of the Perfians. 

"I he Lazians, incenfed agaiuft the authors of his death, 
would have revolted from the Romans, and joined the 
Perfians, had not Juftinian appeafed them, by caufing all 
.thofe who were acceffory to the murder to be publicly 
executed, and the deceafed king’s brother to be immediately 
proclaimed in his room. 

In the mean time the Perfians, to the number of fixty 
thoufand men, advanced, under the command of Nachora- 
gan, into Lazica, and befieged Phafis; but Juftin, who 7 p er _ 
commanded the Pioman troops, cut twelve thuufand of his fians Je- 
men in pieces, and obliged the reft, with their general, to 
fave themfelves within the Perfian dominions. This defeat 
fo intimidated Cofrhoes, that he immediately fued for 
peace, which was accordingly concluded upon terms equally y r 0 f 
honourable to both princes b . The public rejoicings for the 190c. 
peace with Perfia, after fuch a long and deftruftive war, A D. <5!. 
were difturbed by a dreadful earthquake, which continued U ' l +° 5 ’ 
for feveral days, and overturned a great many (lately edi- ™ ~^~ r 
fices, a-ml feveral churches, in which periftied an incredible CQnc iuUt J, 
number of people, who had crouded to them during the 
public confufion. About the fame time the plague, which 
had raged a few years before with great fury all over the 
empire, broke out again at Conftuntinople. The fame Tht Hunnt 
year $58, the Hunns, pafting the Danube in the depth of ^**^* t9 
winter, marched in two bodies direftly for Conftantinople, 

a Pi oc op. lib. ii. cap. 17. 28, 29. b Idem, cap. 17. 7 ! f z<,. & 

Bell. Goth, lib, iv. cap. 8, 9. Agatb. lib. iii, p 81—90. 

and, 
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ia^di laying Waftc the countries through which they pafle< 
advanced, without meeting with the leaft oppofition, withi 
an hth^red and fifty furlongs of the city. But Bdifariuj 
though now weakened by age to fuch a degree, that h 
was fcarce able to hold a fhield, or brandifh a fword 
Art put to marching out againfl them with a handful of men, pu 
fight by thereto flight, and delivered both the emperor and the cit; 
BtHfariui, from the dangers with which they were threatened. ij.pw 
ever, the emperor, to prevent them from breaking anew 
into the Roman dominions, agreed to pay them an annua 
penfion, upon their flipulating to defend the empire againfl 
all other Barbarians, and to ferve, when required, in the 
Roman armies. 

Yr. of Fl. This was the laft exploit performed by Belifarius, who, 
• »9»6. upon his return to Conflantinople, Was difgraced, ftript of 

A.B. 559. a |i his employments, and confined to his houfe. Agathias 
' * i4 ° 6, aferibes his difgface to the malice of his enemies at court, 
Btb/ariuj w ho, envying him the great reputation he had defervedly 
difgraad. acquired, and the favour he was in with the people, per- 
fuaded the emperor, whofe jealoufy increafed with his 
years, that Belifarius afpired at the fovereignty ; that the 
people, who preferred him to the moft renowned heroes of 
antiquity, were all to a man ready to fecond him in his am- 
bitious views v and that the foldiery were (till more attach- 
ed to him than the people. Upon thefe malicious and 
groundlefs infinuations, the emperor, forgetting the paft 
ferviccs of the moft deferving of all his fubjefts, of one who 
had been the bulwark of the empire, and the reftorer of the 
ancient military difeipline, recalled him, according to Aga- 
tbias, without fuffering him to purfue his late victory over 
the Hunns; and, upon his arrival at Conflantinople, Which 
he deferved to enter in triumph, confined him to his houfe, 
after having, with the utmoft ingratitude, diverted him of 
all his authority, honours, and employments c (C). 

Yr. or FI. About this time, three of the emperor’s chief officers, 
* 9 *»* Ablavius, Marcellos, and Sergius, confpired againfl him, 

565. 

upon what provocation we know not ; but the plot being 
’ I4Bg * difeovered by fome perfons, whom Ablavius had attempted 


c Agrtth. Hi ft- Juftin. cap. 9, 

(C) The more modern writers authors afTure us, that, the year 
pretend, that Juftinian caufed following, the ertiperor, fully 
his eyes to he put out, and re- convinced of his innocence, re* 
duced him to inch poverty, that ftored him to all his efnploy* 
he a as forced to beg from door menrs, which he enjoyed, wiih- 
to door in the fireets of Con- out any farther difgrace, to h*B 
ftantinople. But the ancient death. 
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to engage in it, the confpirators were feized before they 
could put their defign in execution. Marccllus, aftcr^hlv- 
ing defended himfelf with great refolution againft the of- 
ficers who were fent to arreft him, ftabbed himfelf with his 
own fword. Ablavius and Sergius were publicly executed, 

r l r • . 1 - n 1 a -ni 
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and the red of the confpirators banifhed d . The emperor 
efcaped the confpiracy, but did not long outlive it, being 
foon after carried ofF by a natural, but fudden death, in the 
tKirty-ninth year of his reign. His public works, the wars 
'which were in his reign carried on, with furprifing fuccefs, 
by his two renowned generals Belifarius and Narfes, 
the new form which he gave to the Roman jurifprudcncc, 
have defervedly procured him the furname of Great. Of 
his public buildings the reader will find a diftinft account 
in Procopius, who allures us, that there was fcarce a city 
in his dominions, in which he did not ereft fome (lately 
edifice; nor a province, wherein he did not build or re- 
pair fome city, fort, or cable e . In war he recovered, and 
reunited to the empire, Africa and Italy, after they had 
been long held, the former by the Vandals, and the latter 
by the Goths, as we (hall relate in the hiftory of thofe two 
nations. In peace he fignalized his reign by many excel- 
lent laws, but chiefly by the famous code, called from him His cods* 
’the Jultinian Code. 

In the beginning of his reign he publifhed an editt, di- 
rected to the fenate of Conftantinople, for compiling a 
new code. For this work he chofe the molt famous and 
learned men of his age, at the head of whom was the cele- 
brated civilian Trebonianus, who were to collect into one 
volume all the conftitutions contained in the Gregorian, 
Hermogenian, and Theodofian codes, and add to them fuch 
as had been publifhed bv Theodofius the younger, and the 
other lawful emperors his fuccefl'ors, down to his own 
reign. Whatever in thefe laws feemed fuperfluous was 
to be retrenched, with the prefaces; their fenfe and mean- 
ing was to be rendered more clear; and the names ot the 
princes who publilhed them, the place, the time, and the 
perfons to whom they were directed, to be prefixed to each 
conftitution. I11 this form and method was the new code 
compiled in little more than a year ; f o that it was publifhed 
in the beginning of the third year of Juftiman s reign, with 
an edict/ commanding that code alone to be quoted by 
pleaders at the bar, and declaring all laws Aat were not 
contained in it to be of no force 
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fifty-four emprrors, from Adrian to Juftinian ; whereas the 
Tfiieqdofian code began with Conftantine the Great. 

Juftinian, not fatisfied with the code alone, undertook 
foon after amore noble, and much more difficultwork ; which 
was to collect, and digeit into order, the opinions and afi- 
fwers of all the celebrated civilians, their remarks and com- 
ments on the Roman laws, efpecially on the edi&um per- 
petuum, and their different treatifes ; in all above two tjjou- 
fand volumes. This difficult taflc was completed in the 
fpace of three years by Trebonianus, and fixteen other able 
civilians, and called by the Latins Digefta,.becaufe the opi- 
nions of the ancient civilians were there digefted into or- 
der ; and by the Greeks Pandcdfse, as containing all the an- 
cient jurifprudence. When this great work was near com- 
pleted, Juftinian ordered Trebonianus, Theophilus, and 
Dorodeus to compile, for the benefit of the youth, the In- 
ftitutes, or firft principles of the law, which were publifhed 
about a month before the Pandefts f . As many things were 
found to be wanting in the code, and Juftinian himfelf 
had, after the publication of it, enadted fevcral laws, in the 
eighth year of his reign he ordered a fecond code to be 
made, in which were inferted all the conftitutions, about 
two hundred in number, which he had enadled fince the 
publication of the firft, and feveral others contained in the 
former code, either corredted or annulled. This fecoml 
code, ftyled De Repeti ta Praeledtione, was publiflied five 
years after the firft, and at the fame time a decree, declar- 
ing the firft to be of no force, and forbidding any conftitu- 
tions or laws to be quoted in the courts of juftice, that were 
not contained in the new code De Repetita Prseledtione 
Thus was the firft code, in a manner, abolifhed, and all 
authority given to the fecoml, which has reached our times, 
divided into twelve books, and feven hundred and feventy- 
fix articles, containing the conftitutions of fifty-four em- 
perors, from Adrian to Juftinian. After the publication of 
the Inftitutes, Pandedts, and Code, Juftinian enadled feve- 
ral laws, which were joined together in a diftindt volume, 
called the Novelise Conftituriones. Thefe were publifhed 
from time to time by Juftinian, not in the Latin, except- 
ing fome few, but in the Greek tongue, and colledled into 
one volume after his death h . Juftinian is not only com- 
mended for his indefatigable care in reforming the Roman 
jurifprudence, but for his piety, prudence, juftice, cle- 

f Vide Balduin. in Juftinian. p. 497. Ritterf. in Jure Juflin. in 
Prooein. cap. 1. num. 4. Edmund. Meril. ad 50. Decif. Juftln. 
g Baiduin. in Juftinian. p. 497. Ritters, in Jure Juftin. in Protein, 
caj. 1, num. 4. Cujac. lib. viii, Obfi cap. ult» 


nency, 



4<7 


'Iht Conjlantinopolitan Hijlory, 

mcncy, and every virtue becoming a perfon in his high fti- 
tion. As for the fccret hiftory, filled with moft bitter in- 
veftives againft Juftinian and the emprefs Theodora, it is, 
by the ablefl critics, looked upon not as the work of Pro- 
copius, but as a fcandalous libel imputed to that writer. 
It is true, he loaded the people with heavy taxes ; but the 
money thus raifed was neither hoarded up by him, nor ap- 

g to the gratification of any unlawful paflion, but em- 
id in paying his numerous forces ; in carrying on the 
'many wars in which he was engaged ; in repairing the pub- 
lic buildings, and embellifhing the cities of the empire with 
llately edifices. In the latter part of his reign, he feemed 
to countenance the Eutychians, no doubt at the inftigation 
of the emprefs Theodora, who efpoufed their doftrine ; a 
circumftance which has given occafion to many bitter in- 
vectives againll her memory. Juftinian may defervedly be 
called the laft Roman emperor; for in his reign the majefty 
ol the empire feemed to revive, but foon vanifhed again, as 
we fliall fee in the fequel of the prefent hiftory. 


f, ^ D OK THE FOURTEENTH VOLUME. 
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